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PORTUGAL, 


LETTER      XXIV. 

Lifbon,   1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

1  WRITE  part  of  this  in  the  barge  com- 
ing down  the  river,  and  {hall  finirh  it  on 
our  arrival  in  the  capital.  Lord  Freeman 
is  here  faft  afleep,  in  his  cloak,  being  mon- 
ftroufly  fatigued  by  the  violence  of  our 
journey  from  Porto  to  Santarem,  where  we 
embarked,  and  are  now  going  finely  down, 
with  a  favourable  wind,  upon  the  boiom  of 
Vol.  II.  B  the 
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the  golden  Tagus,  whofe  beautiful  mean- 
ders, fometimes  running  near  the  hills — - 
fometimes  launching  out  in  another  direc- 
tion, among  the  extenftve  and  fertile  plains, 
form  a  variegated  fcene  of  fields,  of  trees 
of  olive,  orange  groves,  and  villages, thickly 
ftrewed  upon  its  banks.  I  wifii  my  com- 
panion were  awake  to  fee  it ;  but  I  know  he 
wants  reft  fo  much  that  I  have  not  courage 
to  difturb  him.  In  the  mean  time,  I  {hall 
continue  the  account  of  our  journey  and 
adventures  to  the  moment  of  our  embarka- 
tion. 

"  I  never  in  my  life  was  prefent  at  fuch 
another  fcene  !"  faid  Lord  Freeman  to  the 
Conful,  as  we  were  travelling  the  next 
morning  on  the  high  road  from  Braga  to 
Guimaraens,  an  inland  town,  three  leagues 
farther  off,  which  his  Lordfliip  had  infilled 
upon  vifiting,  merely  becaufe  it  had  been 
the  origin  and  firft  feat  of  Portuguefe  Roy- 
alty, where  their  firft  King  Don  Affonco 

Henriques 
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Henriques  was  born  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1109,  although  the  Conful  had  allured  us, 
there  was  otherwife  nothing  to  be  feen 
worth  the  journey. 

But  Lord  Freeman's  exclamation  was  at 
that  time  entirely  thrown  away  upon  the 
Conful ;  neither  would  the  difcharging  of 
a  twenty-four  pounder  have  been  fufficient 
to  awake  his  attention !  the  whole  force  of 
the  Conful's  imagination,  all  his  thinking 
powers  and  faculties  were  employed,  by 
means  of  a  bit  of  paper  and  a  black  lead 
pencil  he  held  in  his  hands,  (having  drop- 
ped the  bridle  on  the  neck  of  the  mule  on 
which  he  rode)  upon  a  proportion  he  had 
accidentally  darted  the  morning  of  the  day 
before  we  had  left  Porto,  and  which  nei- 
ther he  himfelf,  nor  his  good  friend,  a 
Scotch  phyfician  he  confulted  with  on  fuch 
occafions,  had  been  yet  able  to  refolve. 

It  feems,  on  the  above  morning,  the  Con- 
ful, in  the  courfe  of  his  mathematical  ftu- 
B  2  dies, 


4  SKETCHES     OF 

dies,  which  generally  employed  that  time 
of  his  day,  on  calculating  the  area  of  an 
Ellipfe,  had  immediately  after,  by  two 
accidental  fweeps  of  his  bow  coinpaffes, 
formed  on  one  fide  of  the  fame  Ellipfis, 
with  a  part  of  its  periphery,  a  fort  of  fca- 
lene  fpherical  triangle  ;  and  it  now  ftruck 
him,  that  he  muft  alfo  know  the  exaft  fu- 
perficial  contents  of  that  triangle,  fo  that 
by  fubtrafting  them  from  thofe  of  the 
whole  area,  he  mirfit  know  the  remainder! 
and  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  doing  this  by 
any  of  the  lame  approximating  methods, 
but  his  point  was  to  find  out  a  general  for- 
mula for  all  fimilar  cafes,  fufceptible  of 
the  moft  rigorous  mathematical  demonflra- 
tion,  for  he  was  a  found  Geometer,  and 
nothing  mort  of  palpable  truth  would  fa- 
tisfy  him. 

It  is  very  probable,  the  ConfuFs  reverie 
would  have  lafted  till  we  had  finiflied  our 
ride,  had  it  not  been  that,  wifhing  to  give 
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his  own  horfes  fome  reft,  he  had  left  them 
at  Braga,  and  hired  a  common  mule  there 
for  this  jaunt ;  and,  as  all  thefe  road  beafls 
are  foundered,  or  apt  to  {tumble,  unlefs 
there  is  a  ftrong  bridle  hand  held  upon 
them,  fo  the  poor  animal  the  Conful  was 
aflxide  upon,  finding  his  head  at  more  li- 
berty than  ufual,  tripped  and  came  down 
with  its  nofe  in  the  earth,  befc-  the  Con- 
ful had  been  above  fifteen  minutes  ad- 
vanced in  his  difquifition,  throwing  him 
with  a  confiderable  elaftic  force  over  its 
ears,  and  then  lying  down  compofedly  on 
its  fide  to  reft,  till  its  rider  ftiould  recover 
himfelf. 

Neither  Lord  Freeman  nor  myfelf  had 
ftrength  to  call  to  the  fervants,  nor  even 
almoft  to  keep  our  faddles,  we  were  feized 
with  fuch  a  fit  of  laughing,  on  feeing  the 
ridiculous  figure  of  the  mule  lying  very 
quiet,  and  the  Conful  near  two  paces  on 
the  road  before  it  upon  his  face,  and  ftill 
S  3  in 
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in  his  reverie,  till  two  fervants  who  had 
alighted  ran  up,  and,  feizing  him  under 
the  arms,  raifed  him,  and  fet  him  on  hi§ 
legs.  v 

"  Damn  it  all,  (faid  the  Conful,  as  he 
turned  about,  and  looking  at  the  mule, 
with  his  hands  and  the  tip  of  his  nofe  black 
with  mud)  I  believe  my  villainous  RoziT 
nante  has  thrown  me,"  This  exclamation 
only  ferved  to  increafe  our  laughter,  in 
which  the  Conful  himfelf  moil  heartily 
joined  us. 

When  the  fervants  had  rubbed  the  thick- 
eft  of  the  mud  from  the  Conful's  clothes, 
and  he  was  fenfible,  after  feeling  all  his 
own  members  one  after  another,  that  he  had 
received  no  manner  of  hurt,  and  they  had 
rouzed  the  foundered  animal,  which  was 
ftili  taking  its  repofe,  the  Conful  mount- 
ed again,  refolved  to  keep  a  better  hold 
of  the  reins,  and  we  continued  our  ride, 
making  our  remarks  and  laughing  heartily 

at 
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at  the  incident,  after  which  Lord  Freeman 
again  began  ;  "  Conful,  I  never  in  my  life 
was  prefent  at  fuch  another  fcene  as  that 
of  laft  night,  between  the  old  Canon  and 
his  daughter,  and  I  find  it  difficult  to  fay, 
whether  I  love  and  refpeft  the  old  man  or 
the  young  girl  mod." 

TheConful  had  now  recolleftion  enough 
to  inform  us,  that  the  Canon's  daughter 
was  one  of  the  moft  fenfible  women  he 
had  met  with  any  where ;  that  through  his 
means  (he  underftoodEnglifh,  and  had  read 
many  Englifh  books  her  father  would  not 
have  fuffered  her  to  read,  had  he  known 
it ;  that,  though  otherwife  a  man  of  found 
fenfe,  in  point  of  religion,  his  head  was 
now  fo  bewildered  and  fluffed  with  dreams 
of  faints,  miracles  and  hocus-pocuffes,  there 
was  no  talking  with  him  on  it;  that,  in 
faft,  it  would  be  a  mortification,  to  which 
the  natural  pride  and  vanity  of  a  man  near 
feventy  would  never  fubmit,  to  be  told, 
B  4  that 
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that  he  had  been  playing  the  fool  To  egre- 
gioufly  through  life  ;  and,  it  would  be  now 
a  piece  of  cruelty  to  attempt  to  undeceive 
him  ;  that,  in  every  thing  elfe,  where  edu- 
cation and  example  had  not  jointly  conT 
fpired  to  blind  him,  he  was  a  man  of  a  clear 
unbiaffed  judgment ;  and  it  was  among 
this  middling  clafs  of  people,  or  rather  be- 
low them,  that  the  Conful  allured  us  we 
would  find  more  good  fenfe  ftirring  in  one 
day,  than  among  all  the  dunces  of  Fidalgos 
in  the  courfe  of  their  lives. 

As  we  rode  on,  the  Conful  defired  us  to 
take  notice  of  that  part  of  the  country  we 
were  then  in,  called  the  diftrift  of  Pedralva, 
and  faid  it  had  been  the  birth-place  of 
Pope  Damafus  the  Firfl,  who  fat  in  Saint 
Peter's  Chair  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Julian. 

According  to  the  Conful's  information, 
we  faw  nothing  at  Guimaraens  worth  the 
trouble  of  fuch  a  ride  ;  and  as  we  were  re- 
turning 
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turning  to  Braga  and  dcfccnding  the  high 
mountain  above  it,  called  the  Falperra, 
from  whence  we  had  a  noble  view  of  the 
city,  witl  a  beautiful  country  round  it,  die 
Conful  obferved  what  a  different  degree  of 
population  there  was  in  it  now,  from  what 
it  muft  have  contained  when  it  was  the  ca- 
pital of  the  Kings  of  the  Suevi,  who  had 
been  long:  fo  powerful,  and  commanded  a 

Ox  ' 

very  extenhve  territory  in  that  part  of 
Spain  ;  that  then,  and  a  long  time  after, 
even  to  near  the  total  expuliion  of  the 
Moors,  there  were  armies  muttered  and 
acting  in  each  province,  equal  to  the  wholes 
number  the  united  kingdom  of  Spain  is 
now  able  to  affemble  ;  and  that  the  blood 
fnrinks  back  with  horror,  when  a  man  re- 
flects on  the  long-continued  ruin  and  de- 
-fl ruction,  which  the  confervation  of  the  pre- 
tended purity  of  the  faith,  has  brought 
upon  this  fine  peninfula. 

On 
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On  our  arrival  at  Braga,  the  Conful 
found  a  letter  for  him  from  Porto,  en- 
clofing  one  for  Lord  Freeman  from  his  truf- 
ty  fervant  Timothy  Cockfpur  at  Lifbon,ad- 
vifing  him  of  his  Miftrefs  Donna  Lucretia 
being  juft  landed  from  England,  and  de- 
firing  him  to  fet  off  immediately,  for  that 
he  had  learned,  even  before  her  arrival,  am 
tides  of  marriage  were  agreeing  on  be- 
tween her  father  and  a  rich  Brazil  mer- 
chant, whom  he  intends  (he  (hall  marry  very 
foon  after. 

Spurred  by  this  intelligence,  Lord  Free- 
man was  for  fetting  out  for  Porto  the  fame 
evening,  though  it  was  then  late  :  we  were 
on  the  road,  however,  next  morning  early, 
and  arrived  at  Porto  pretty  well  fatigued  to 
dinner,  after  riding  eight  long  leagues. 

During  the  journey,  the  Conful  told  us, 
as  that  was  to  be  the  laft  night  o£  his  en- 
joying our  company,  he  would  invite  fome 

of 
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of  our  friends  to  fup  with  us  at  his  houfe, 
and  drink  a  glafs  to  cur  good  journey  ;  and 
this  he  did,  by  fending  cards  as  foon  as  he 
reached  his  own  houfe.  At  dinner  it  was 
agreed,,  after  i  ome  entreaty,  to  make  Lord 
Freeman  conient,  that  John  Carlos  fhould 
remain  a  fortnight  longer  at  the  ConfuFs, 
or  till  he  fhould  hear  from  us  at  Lifoon,  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  Library,  out  of  which 
he  had  fczuxe  ever  fet  his  foot,  fmce  his 
firft  arrival  at  Porto,  except  to  take  fome 
reft.  As  foon  as  dinner  was  over,  we  re- 
tired to  fleep  the  fefta,  for  we  were  really 
fatigued ;  and  the  Conful  went  to  his  apart- 
ment for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  unfortu- 
nately happened  to  caft  his  eye  upon  a  ta- 
ble, whereon  lay  the  paper  with  his  defign 
of  the  ellipfe  and  the  fpherical  triangle  : 
immediately  every  other  idea  abandoned 
him,  and  all  his  anxiety  and  obftinacy 
to  find  the  folution  were  again  awaked ; 
he  therefore  put  the  paper  in  his  pocket, 

and, 
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and,  without  faying  a  word  to  any  one, 
went  to  his  friend  the  Scotch  phyfician  ; 
and  as  this  gentleman  was  apt  to  be  choleric, 
it  frequently  happened,  that  the  folutionof 
fome  proportions  was  not  concluded  with- 
out high  words  between  them ;  and  on  two 
pccafions,  a  fhort  time  before  this,  the  two 
mathematicians  were  upon  the  point  of 
coming  to  fifty-cuffs — fo  difficult  is  it  for 
difputants  to  keep  their  tempers  even  upon 
the  cooled  fubjefts,  and  fuch  as  admit  of 
hardly  any  room  for  altercation !  For  this 
reafon  the  phyfician's  lady  often  declared, 
jhe  never  wifhed  to  fee  the  Conful  within 
her  threfhold,  as  {he  knew  he  would  take . 
up  the  Doftor's  entire  time  and  attention, 
though  fifty  patients  were  to  fend  for  him ; 
and,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  was  not 
before  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  that, 
by  repeated  meffages,  {he  could  bring  the 
Doctor  down  to  the  tea-table  ;  the  Conful 
returning  at  that  time,  with  his  head  full 

of 
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of  the  analytical  calculations  they  had  been 
making,  to  his  own  houfe,  where  he  found 
the  company  affembled  for  {upper,  of 
whom  he  had  not  the  fmallcft  recollection, 
from  the  time  he  fent  the  cards,  till  he 
met  them  there,  waiting  his  arrival. 

He  was,  however,  relieved  from  the  di- 
lemma his  abfence  of  mind  had  brought 
him  into ;  for  one  of  the  guefts  who  acci- 
dentally called  on  him  in  the  afternoon, 
and  found  no  orders  had  been  given  either 
to  his  bov  or  the  beldam,  informed  the 
Conful's  filler,  a  refpeftable  lady  married 
in  the  city,  who,  gueffing  rightly  the  caufe, 
gave  her  orders  10  well  in  time,  and  fent 
fervants  and  every  thing  neceflary  from 
her  own  houfe,  chat  the  Conful,  when  he 
came  in,  faw  an  elegant  fupper  fet  before 
his  guefts,  without  having  ordered  it,  and 
without  knowing  or  even  enquiring  from 
whence  it  came  ;  and  this  circumftance, 
with  the  incident  of  the  ConfuTs  tumble  on 

the 
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the  journey,  joined  to  his  own  cheerful  and 
facetious  manner  of  keeping  up  the  joke, 
furnifhed  a  good  fliare  of  entertainment  to 
the  goiefts. 

The  next  morning,  the  Conful  accompa- 
nied us  to  a  Nobleman's  houfe  upon  the 
road,  about  five  leagues  diftant  from  the 
city,  whither  he  had  fent  word  beforehand, 
we  mould  come  to  dinner.  We  according- 
ly arrived  about  mid-day  almoft  ftifled 
with  the  heat :  the  family  was  then  at  the 
Chapel  at  JVlafs,  and  we  had  time  to  drefs 
before  they  appeared.  Dinner  was  ferved, 
and  two  young  Ladies  fat  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  wrapped  up  in  baize  cloaks,  from 
the  moulders  downward  :  they  made  a  faint 
apology  for  not  being  dreffed ;  but  the  Con- 
ful, in  his  familiar  way,  told  them,  he 
thought  ladies  appeared  always  beft  un- 
dreffed  :  however,  the  gentlemen,  to  the 
number  of  a  dozen,  appeared  all  in  the  fame 
manner,   with   Ihabby   cloaks  over  their 

waiftcoats. 
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waiftcoats,  which  were  without  flceves. 
The  young  ones,  who  wore  their  own  hair, 
had  it  quite  uncombed ;  and  the  others, 
who  had  their  heads  fliaved,  had  them  co- 
vered with  night-caps,  for  the  fake  of  being 
cool,  neither  had  any  of  their  beards  been 
fliaved  for  fome  days.  The  decenteft- 
looking  perfons  at  the  table  were  three 
Capuchin  Fryars,  who  had  on  new  habits, 
the  coarfe  cloth  whereof  flunk  fo  abomi- 
nably of  the  oil,  that  we  were  near  being 
fuflbcated  ;  fo  that  this  company  of  Fidal- 
gos  had  much  more  the  appearance  of  fo 
many  journeymen  butchers  and  tallow- 
chandlers,  than  of  Gentlemen  :  and  yet  it 
was  a  pleafure  to  hear  how  the  word  Excel- 
lencza  wTas  bandied  about  from  one  to  an- 
other of  all  thefe  dirty-looking  fellows. 
They  condefcended,  however,  to  give  Lord 
Freeman  the  title  of  Senhoria  or  Lordfhip  : 
as  for  myfelf  and  the  Conful,  who  laughed 
heartily  at  them  all  even  to  their  faces,  we 
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had  only  the  fimple  Voffa  Merce,  the  mer~ 
ces  vefira  of  the  Latins,  anfwering  to,  your 
courtefy,  in  Englifli.  The  converfatioii 
turned  chiefly  upon  horfes,  bull-feafts,  and 
the  Chapters  of  the  different  Orders  of 
Religious. 

"We  were  as  anxious  to  leave  this  fhabby 
company,  as  we  Were  heartily  forry  to  part 
with  our  excellent  friend  the  Conful.  Lord 
Freeman  told  him,  if  that  was  a  company 
of  Portuguefe  Nobility,  he  did  not  feel  the 
fmalleft  inclination  ever  to  be  in  fuch  an- 
other.  The  Conful  faid,  it  was  not  the  (tile 
here,  for  people  of  fafhion  to  drefs  till  after 
they  had  flept  their  fefta.  After  two  or 
three  hearty  embraces,  we  parted  with  the 
Conful,  telling  him,  how  much  we  fhould 
regret  the  lofs  of  his  company,  which  in- 
deed we  have  done  moft  fenfibly  already. 

We  continued  our  journey  near  five 
leagues  more  on  the  road  to  Coimbra,  when 
our  borfes  could  go  no  farther,  and  Lord 

Freeman 
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Freeman  was  at  the  fame  time  dying  with 
impatience  to  get  on  ;  but  we  had  no  means 
of  doing  fo,  but  by  adopting  the  fame  me- 
thod of  travelling  I  had  already  done  when 
put  to  it,  in  fome  parts  of  the  South  of 
France,  courir  la pojie  aux  anes*-,  but  I  lit- 
tle expected  to  find  the  fame  thing  in  this 
country.  In  all  the  towns  and  villages  on 
the  road  between  Porto  and  Santarem,where 
we  embarked,  there  are  miferable  little 
affes  conftantly  to  be  hired,  which  however 
run  with  you  like  lightning  to  the  next 
town,  and  were  you  to  beat  them  to  death, 
would  not  go  a  ftep  farther,  but  there  again 
you  always  find  frefh  ones  ready  to  take 
you  up  :  this  mode  of  travelling  is  at  the 
rate  of  only  two-pence  each  Portuguefe 
league,  or  not  quite  three  farthings  per 
Englifh  mile ;  we  therefore  left  our  fer- 
vants  to  bring  on  the  horfes  when  able,  and 
took  to  the  p ofte  aux  anes,  which  brought 

*  To  ride  poll  upon  affes. 

Vol.  II.  C  us 
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us  to  Coimbra  next  day  to  dinner  ;  but  \vre 
had  neither  fervants  with  us,  nor  could  we 
find  any  thing  to  eat  in  the  inn  we  went 
to ;  which  was  in  the  middle  of  a  large  ftreet 
compofed  entirely  of  Convents,  called  the 
ftreet  of  St.  Sophia,  in  which  alone  there 
flood  large  Churches  and  Convents  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen.  We  agreed  in  the 
mean  time  with  a  Calafh  driver,  who  was 
to  carry  us  as  far  as  Santarem  ;  but  we 
were  perifhing  with  hunger,  when  we 
were  accofted  by  a  tall. thin-looking  man, 
an  Officer,  who  told  us,  that  underftand- 
in^  we  were  En^limmen,  and  knowing 
we  would  find  nothing  we  could  eat  in  the 
Inn,  and  as  he  and  his  wife  were  juft  them 
fitting  down  to  a  tolerable  dinner, hebegged 
we  would  honour  him  with  our  company 
to  take  a  {hare  of  it :  we  readily  accepted 
his  offer,  and  went  to  table :  we  faw  at 
on-ce  the  Lady  was  not  a  native,  from  her 
drefs,  her  eyes,  clear  complexion,  and  fine 
fair  hair ;  and  in  this  we  were  confirmed 

as 
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as  foon  as  {he  fpoke,  which  was  in  French, 
but  with  a  ftrong  German  accent,  not  eafy 
to  be  underftood :  when  Lord  Freeman  en- 
quired, if  {lie  fpoke  Englifh,  or  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  ?  {he  aniwered  in  the 
negative  ;  She  fuis  Allemande,  et  nee  Sax- 
onne,  Mime  *,  (faid  fhe)  et  pour  mes  pe- 

ches, 

*  The  French,  as  in  the  text,  is  written  according  to  the 
German  pronunciation  :  we  fnall  here  fubjoin  the  true  or- 
thography >  with  the  Englifh  tranflation  annexed. 

Je  fuis  Allemande,  et  nee  Saxonne,  Monfieur *  et  pour  mes 
peches,  Dieu  m'a  envoye  dans  ce  mauvais  pays ;  un  vieux 
Chanoine  de  Brague  et  les  Pretres  de  la  ville  ou  notre  R.egi- 
ment  fe  trouve  en  quartier,  rious  avaient  perfuades,  que  je 
gagnerois  une  belle  penfion  fi  je  me  faifaisCatholique,  comme 
il  eft  acluellement  la  mode  a  Lifbonne  :  auffi  j'y  ai  ete,  et j'ai 
pris  la  Reine  pour  Marraine  ;  mais  je  n'ai  rien  obtenue,  et  ce 
n'a  ete  qu'avec  beaucoup  de  peine,  que  mon  Mari  a  pu  avoir 
l'ordre  pour  toucher  les  appointemens  des  deux  mois  qu'il  eft 
hors  du  Regiment* 

I  am  a  German,  Sir,  and  by  birth  a  Saxon,  and  it  is  for 
my  fins  that  God  has  fent  me  into  this  bad  country  :  an  old 
Canon  of  Braga,  and  the  Priefts  of  the  town  where  our  Regi- 
ment is  quartered.,  perfuaded  us,  that  I  would  get  a  hand- 
fome  penfion,  if  I  was  to  turn  Catholic,,  as  is  at  prefent  the 
C  2  faihioa 
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dies  Tieu  ma  enfoye  tans ce  maufais  pays \ 
un  fieux  Chanoine  de  Prague  et  les  Pie- 
ties de  la  fille  oh  notie  Refhiment  fe  tioufe 
en  quartier,  nous  afaient  perfuates  que  (he 
cagnerois  une  pelle  penfion  ft  {he  me  faifais 
Ketelique,  comme  il  eft.  acluellement  la 
mode  a  Lifponne  ;  auffi  fli'y  ai  ete,  et  fh'ai 
pris  la  Reine  poui  Marraine,  mais  {lie  n'ai 
rien  opteniie,  et  ce  n'a  ete  qu  afec  peaucoup 
te  peine  que  mon  Mari  a  pu  afoir  Tortre 
pour  toucher  les  appointemens  tes   teux 

mois    qu'il    eft    hots   tu   Reftiiment. 

What  a  fine  boy  you  have  got  there,  Ma- 
dam !  faid  Lord  Freeman.  Ah,  Mifhe*, 
(faid   {he)    c'eft   qu'il  a   ete  fait  en  Alle- 

fafliion  at  Lifbon :  accordingly  I  went  there,  and  took  the 
Queen  for  my  Godmother ;  but  I  have  got  nothing,  and  it 
was  even  with  great  difficulty  that  my  hufband  could  get  the 
order  for  receiving  his  appointments  of  the  two  months  he 
has  been  abfent  from  the  Regiment. 

*  Ah,  Monfieur  !  c'eft  qu'il  etait  fait  en  Allemagne ;  quel 
age  croyez  vous  qu'il  peut  avoir  ? 

Oh,  Sir !  the  cafe  is,  that  he  was  got  in  Germany  ;  how 
on\  do  you  think  he  may  be  ? 

magne. 
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magna  Quel  age  croyez  vous  qu'il  pent 
afoir  ?  About  four  years  old,  or  between 
four  and  five,  faid  his  Lordfhip.  II  n  a  qu' 
un  an*  et  tix  mois,  cried  the  Lady.  I  in 
my  life  never  faw  fo  fine  a  child  of  his  age, 
faid  Lord  Freeman.  Ah,  Mifhe+,  (conti- 
nued the  Lady)  fi  vous  n  etes  pas  marie, 
n'allez  pas  epoufer  une  fernme  Portucaife, 
car  elles  font  toutes  les  trolleffes ;  elles  ne 
font  pas  ponnes  pour  faire  des  enfans,  mais 
feulement  pour  la  callanterie  ;  n  epoufez, 
Miflie,   qu'une    Allemante,    ou   pien  une 

*  II  n'a  qu'un  an  et  dix  mois. 

He  is  but  a  year  and  ten  months  old. 

-r  Ah,  Moniieur !  fi  vous  n'etes  pas  marie,  n'allez  pas 
epoufer  une  Portugaife,  car  elles  font  toutes  des  drollelfes ; 
elles  ne  font  pas  bonnes  pour  faire  des  enfans,  mais  feule- 
ment pour  la  gallanterie :  n'epoufez,  Monfieur,  qu'une  Al- 
lemanae,  ou  bien  une  Anglaife. 

Oh,  Sir,  if  you  are  unmarried,  do  not  marry  a  Portu- 
guefe  wife,  for  they  are  ajl  no  better  than  wenches ;  they 
are  not  good  for  having  children,  and  are  only  fit  for  gal- 
lantry :  do  not  marry,  Sir,  any  one  but  a  German,  or  an 
Engliihwoman. 

C  3  Anclaife. 
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Anclaife.— By  the  converfation,  we  found 
the  Lady  was  much  difappointed  and  dif- 
fatisfied  with  her  fituation  :  her  hufband 
was  a  native  of  Portugal,  but  had  ferved 
fome  time  in  Germany,  where  he  married ; 
and,  as  the  common  opinion  there  is,  that 
Portugal  is  like  one  continued  mine  of 
gold,  fo  the  poor  woman  was  fadly  de- 
ceived, on  coming  here,  to  find  the  Cap- 
tain's Lady  was  to  live  on  fuch  a  pittance  ; 
and  now  more  fo,  to  find,  that  even  her 
being  whiiewamed  had  not  availed  her  a 
fingie  favour  or  douceur,  at  the  fame  time 
me  had  feen  feveral  worthlefs  charafters  in 
Lifbon  paid  and  penfioned  fox  becoming 
Catholics ;  but  the  truth  was,  the  pious 
Queen  is  now  tired  of  paying  knaves  for 
being  fo,  and  has  wifely  difcovered,  all  the 
money  (he  has  lavifhed  in  making  profe- 
ly tes,  has  been,  thrown  away. 

On  getting  into  our  Calaih  at  the  door  of 
the  Inn,  Lord  Freeman  dipt  a  purfe  into 
the  pocket  of  the  German  boy,  worth  four 

times, 
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times  the  two  months'  pay  his  poor  father 
had  found  fuch  difficulty  in  obtaining. 
We  fet  off;  but  before  we  had  reached  the 
firft  village,  Lord  Freeman,  impatient  to 
get  on,  could  not  bear  the  flow  motion 
of  the  Calafh :  we  therefore  paid  it  off, 
and  took  again  to  the pqfte  aux  anes,  which 
brought  us  the  next  day  to  Santarem, 
where  we  found  the  faithful  Timothy 
Cockfpur,  as  hot,  and  to  all  appearance  as 
honeft  a  countryman  as  I  have  met  with, 
waiting  for  us  with  a  fix-oared  barge  ;  and 
embarking  in  it,  we  arrived  without  any 
accident  at  the  apartments  which  have 
been  provided  for  us  here. 

I  (hall  not  write  you  a^ain  till  I  have 
feen  fomewhat  of  this  city,  which  appears 
to  he  of  a  vaft  extent.     Adieu, 


64  LET- 
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LETTER    XXV. 


Lifbon,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

UNTIL  I  had  fome  time  to  look  over 
and  examine  this  wide-extended,  draggling 
city,  and  to  form  fome  connected  ideas  of 
its  fituation,  it  would  have  been  idle  to  at- 
tempt a  defcription  of  it ;  and  even  now  it 
muft  be  but  in  general  terms :  Imagine  to 
yourfelf  an  extent  of  fhore,  upon  a  fpacious 
river,  capable  of  receiving  every  fort  of 
Shipping,  and  pouring  its  waters  immedi- 
ately into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  with  regard 
to  its  local  pofition,  far  preferable  to  every 
other  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  for  the 
molt  extended  traffic  with  the  whole  Conti- 
nent 
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nent  of  America  :  if  we  add  to  this,  the 
(alubrity  of  die  climate,  the  infinite  vari- 
ety of  fruits,  and  indeed  almofl  of  every 
defirable  produce  of  Nature  this  country  is 
capable  of  yielding,  even  when  cultivated 
with  the  fmalleft  care,  one  is  perfeftly  at 
a  lofs  to  determine  which  of  the  circum- 
ftances  to  admire  the  mod  :  I  mean,  how 
much  Nature  has  done  to  render  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  country  happy,  or  how  little 
they  have  done  for  themfelves.  You  are 
not,  therefore,  to  expeft  from  me  a  for- 
mal and  regular  defcription  of  the  city  of 
Lifbon,  nor  indeed  of  any  thing  elfe,  as  I 
have  hinted  to  you  before,  more  efpecially 
as  there  are  other  concerns  I  confider  of  a 
more  intimate  and  preffing  nature  to  give 
you  an  account  of. 

If  we  reckon  from  the  villages  of  Pe- 
droufos  and  Belem  upon  the  more  below 
the  city,  to  which  they  are  now  entirely 
joined  by  a  continued  leries  of  buildings, 
Lifbon  reaches  along  the  beach  up  towards 

Maravila, 
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Maravila,  from  fix  to  feven  Englifh  miles, 
with  a  great  variety  of  breadths  and  dif- 
tances  inwards  to  the  country  upon  the  high 
grounds,   which    rife  almoft   immediately 
behind  in  molt  places,  where  they  are  not 
divided  and  feparated  by  the  vallies  which 
run  immediately   between  them,   and  of 
which  the  principal  is  that  in  which  Hands 
the  fineft  ftreet,  compofed  entirely  of  new 
buildings,  called  the  Rua  Augvjla,  which  is 
overlooked  on  one  fide  by  the  Caftle  of 
Lifbon,  and  on  the  other,  by  a  quarter  of 
the   city   called  Bairo   Alto,   built   on   a 
very  elevated  fituation,  affording  an  end- 
lefs  variety  of  profpefts  from  the  differ- 
ent houfes,  according  to  their  heights  and 
various  politions.      Thofe  who  are  fond 
of  romantic  comparifons  fay,  this  city  is 
built  like  Rome,  and  ftands  on  feven  hills ; 
but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  trace  any 
thing  that  could  enable  me  to  jufhify  the 
comparifon.     One  thing  certain  is,  that  all 
the  high  commanding  grounds  in  or  about 

the 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.       27 

the  city,  are  entirely  occupied  with  Cha- 
pels, Churches,  and  large  extenfive  Con- 
vents, which,  with  their  kitchen  gardens, 
Vineyards,  and  orchards,  occupy  a  fifth,  or 
at  leaft  a  iixth  part  of  the  whole  city,  and 
whofe  numerous  and  idle  inhabitants  are 
entirely  fupplied  and  afterwards  fupported 
at  the  expence  of  the  reft. 

All  the  ftreets,  laid  out  and  built  fince 
the  earthquake  on  the  lft  of  November, 
1755,  are  ftraight,  regular,  and  moftly  fpa- 
cious,  running  at  right  angles  to  each 
other ;  but  the  houfes  are  (till  generally  too 
high  in  proportion  to  the  width  of  the 
ftreets  ;  on  which  account,  the  falling  of 
the  houfes  upon  the  firft  great  {hock,  muft 
inevitably  bury  under  their  ruins  thofe 
who  (hall  be  able  to  efcape  into  the  ftreet. 
This  refle&ion  moft  probably  efcaped  the 
attention  of  the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  and 
his  Architect,  Mr.  Mardel,  when  they  laid 
out  the  general  plan  of  their  new  city, 
which  I  have  had  a  peep  at  fince  I  came 

here, 
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here,  and  which  \  will  now,  moft  likely, 
not  be  carried  any  farther  into  execution  ; 
not  on  account  of  its  imperfections  (if  it 
has  any),  but  purely  becaufe  it  originated 
under  the  former  minifler  :  thus  much  is 
certain,  that  immediately  after  the  acceffion 
of  the  preterit  Queen,  a  flop  was  put  to  the 
public  buildings  which  were  going  on  in 
the  city,  infomuch  that  one  part  of  the 
great  fquare,  where  (lands  an  equeftrian 
ftatue  of  the  late  King,  which  I  may  have 
occafion  to  mention  hereafter,  remains  yet 
unfrniihed,  and  the  mafons  and  workmen 
were  fet  to  work  and  employed  in  building 
a 'new  Convent  of  a  great  extent,  and  at  a 
vaft  expence,  which  is  now  well  advanced, 
and  is  intended  for  the  reception  of  Nuns, 
and  which  the  prefent  pious  Queen  is  to 
dedicate  to  the  Heart  of  Jefus ;  and  for  this 
piece  of  new  devotion  flie  already  obtained 
a  Bull  from  the  prefent  Pope,  Pius  the 
Sixth,  for  an  additional  Holiday  on  the 
6th  of  June  yearly  ;  and  this  file  applied 

fo^ 
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for,  and  had  eftablifhed  through  the  king- 
dom the  very  firft  year  of  her  reign.  Now, 
I  think  it  may  fafely  be  concluded,  that  no 
additional  Convents  ever  entered  into  the 
late  Minifler's  plan  of  the  new  city  ;  and  in 
proof  of  this,  I  obferved  in  the  plan  I  faw, 
that  the  great  avenue  or  road  leading  from 
the  city  to  the  new  Palace,  which  was  laid 
out  on  a  fine  commanding  ground  called 
the  Campo  d'Ourique,  runs  exactly  acrofs 
the  fite  where  this  new  Convent  (lands, 
and  equally  acrofs  the  prefent  Cemetery 
of  the.Englifh,  which  lays  between  the 
Convent  and  where  the  new  Palace  was  to 
have  been  built. 

One  refleftion  I  think  here  prefents  it- 
felf,  equally  true  as  it  is  mortifying  to  hu- 
man vanity,  and  to  the  value  which  fuch 
trifling  fhort-lived  beings  as  we  are,  ought 
to  put  upon  all  fublunary  things. 

The  Marquis  of  Pombal,  who  was,  with- 
out doubt,  a  charafter  fo  far  fuperior  to 
any  of  his  own  countrymen,  as  to  admit 

of 
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of  no  comparifon  between  them  and  hirri* 
was  exceffively  enamoured  of  the  new  plait 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  city,  and  after  the 
expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  Portugal  and 
their  deftruction,  which  he  was  extremely 
inftru  mental  in.  bringing  about,  by  means 
of  his  friend  Ganganelli*  it  may  be  truly 
(aid  to  have  been  his  hobby-horfe,  on 
which  he  laviihed  money,  and  fpared  no 
expence  in  making  the  different  accommo- 
dations for  the  Royal  Exchange*  the  apart* 
ments*  ftore-houfes,  &c.  &c.  for  the  new 
CmTom-houfe,  and  all  the  other  tribunals 
and  feats  of  juftice,  commodious  and  mag- 
nificent* Thefe  were  moftly  to  be  contain^ 
ed  in  the  great  Square  above-mentioned* 
the  name  of  which  he  changed  from  Terreu 
ro  do  PaJfo,(xht  ground  of  the  Palace)  which 
it  had  before  the  earthquake,  as  the  Palace 
then  flood  on  one  fide  of  it,  to  that  ofPra- 
§a  de  Ccmmerao,  (the  place  of  trade  or  com- 
merce) which  has  obtained  ever  fince ;  this 
Square  he  confidered  as  the  great  tefidentiai 

theatre 
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theatre  of  the  whole  trade  of  Portugal  with 
foreign  nations,  and  with  their  own  poffef- 
fions  in  South  America  and  the  Indies ;  and 
alfo  where  all  the  great  caufes  in  civil  and 
criminal  juftice,  were  to  be  heard  and  ulti- 
mately decided.  It  was  therefore  no  won- 
der he  directed  a  great  part  of  his  attention 
to  the  completing  and  embellifhing  of  this 
Square,  as  well  as  of  the  other  principal 
parts  of  the  new  City,  fo  immediately 
connected  with  it ;  even  to  the  overlooking 
many  other  new  manufactories  of  different 
articles  he  himfelf  had  fet  up.  m  order  to 
prevent  as  much  as  poffible  the  call  for  the 
fame  articles  from  abroad,  which  made 
the  balance  always  fo  much  againft  them,, 
and  carried  fo  much  of  the  current  coin 
out  of  the  country.  Among  other  cir- 
cumftances,  I  have  been  told  of  an  a.nec~ 
dote,  which  would  appear  very  fmgular^ 
at  leaft  any  where  elfe,  though  not  fo  here, 
where  there  feems  to  be  fuch  a  congregate 
of  Angularities  of  every  kind,  as  I  have 

never 
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never  met  with  any  where  elfe.  There  is, 
among  others,  a  confiderable  filk  manu* 
factory  long  edablimed  at  Lifbon,  and 
confequently  a  fevere  prohibition  of  any 
importation  of  that  article  from  abroad  ; 
and  yet  I  am  allured,  that  during  the  late 
Minifters  adminiftration,  it  happened  of- 
tener  than  once  the  looms  were  flopped 
merely  through  the  want  of  the  pecuniary 
fupply  to  keep  them  a-going,  infomuch 
that  the  great  warehoufe  of  the  maniifac- 

o 

tory  was  often  without  goods  to  anfwer  the 
public  demand,  and  the  Minifler  has  been 
under  the  necefiity  of  ordering  privately, 
and  in  contravention  to  his  own  law,  filks 
to  be  fmuggled  from  the  French  {hips  in 
the  river  in  the  night-time,  and  depofited 
in  the  warehoufe,  and  afterwards  fold  to 
the  public,  as  the  produce  of  his  own  ma- 
nufactory, and  that  too  with  confiderable 
advantage  to  the  parties  concerned,  as  it 
had  always  been  found  impoflible  to  fur- 
niih  the  £lks  manufactured  in  the  country, 

lb 
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fo  cheap  as  thofe  of  equal  goodnefs  could 
be  had  from  France ;  the  fame  indeed  holds 
true  with  regard  to  the  produce  of  every 
other  manufactory  eftabliftied  in  this  coun- 
try. Plow  muft  it  therefore  grate  the  feel- 
bigs  of  the  late  Minifter  in  his  retreat,  to  be 
informed,  that  his  projected  re-edification 
of  the  city  is  put  a  flop  to,  and  part  of  his 
plan  actually  revcrfe'd,  which  is  evident  by 
the  pofition  of  this  new  Convent,  befides 
other  fteps  already  taken  to  deftroy  the 
whole  fymmetry  of  the  plan  he  had  fo 
fondly  meditated  ?  One  confolation,  how- 
ever, he  is  certain  of>  proceeding  from  the 
ttffurance  he  may  have,  that  the  immediate 
fucceiTor  to  the  prefent  Minifter  will  be  as 
careful  to  fubftitute  his  own  plans,  in  the 
place  of  thofe  now  adopted ;  and  as  it  is  no 
lefs  reafonable  to  conclude  the  fame  thing 

o 

will  happen  at  the  change  of  every  fuc- 

ceeding  defpot,  the  effects  of  fuch  a  fuccef- 

fion  of  crude,  unconnected  and  oppofite 

Vol.  IL  D  ideas, 
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ideas,  will  be  but  too  evident  in  the  con- 
fufed  and  irregular  appearance  the  rifing 
city  will  be  made  to  take. 

Another  circumrtance  only  I  {hall  men- 
tion, and  then  I  have  done  with  this  irre- 
gular defultory  fort  of  letter,  in  order  to 
attend  to  what  I  am  to  confider  as  my  more 
immediate  duty,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
your  direftions  for  my  correfpondence, 
which  are,  to  pay  much  more  regard  ta 
men  than  to  things,  in  the  accounts  I  give 
you  of  my  travels. 

In  perufmg  the  hiftory  of  this  country, 
I  find  that,  on  different  occafions,  their 
Kings  and  the  Court  have  been  obliged  to 
quit  Lifbon,  on  account  of  the  plague 
raging  in  the  city,  and  to  take  up  their  refi- 
dence  at  Almeirim,  Santarem,  Salvaterra, 
or  fome  other  hunting  feat  belonging  to 
the  Royal  family ;  this  being  a  matter  of 
uniform  hiftorical  faft,  not  to  be  called  in 
queflion,  I  have  been  much  puzzled  how  ta 
account  for  fuch  a  phcenomenon,    in  a 

c    ;ntry, 
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"country,  the  air  of  which  is  in  every  part 
fo  pure  and  falubrious,  and  mod  particu- 
larly in  Lifbon  and  the  diflri&s  near  it ;  but 
fince  my  arrival  here,  I  think  I  have  been 
able  to  account  for  it,  in  confequence  of 
fome  obfervations  I  have  made.  I  fhall 
leave  you  to  judge  how  far  I  may  be  in 
the  right. 

From  the  information  I  have  gathered, 
both  in  converfation  and  by  reading,  as 
well  as  from  obferving  the  arrangement, 
difpofition  and  conftruftion  of  the  ftreets 
and  houfes,  in  fome  parts  of  the  city,  ftill 
remaining  fuch  as  the  whole  city  was  before 
the  earthquake  of  1755,  I  am  convinced 
it  did  not  then  take  up  more  than  half  the 
ground  it  now  covers,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  nearly 
equal  at  both  periods ;  and,  during  fome 
centuries  of  the  firftexiftence  of  Portugal  as 
an  independent  ftate,  Lifbon  muft  have  ftill 
been  more  confined  in  extent.,  and  was  en- 
D  2  tirely 
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tirely .furrounded  with  a  high  wall  flanked 
with  towers,  as  all  the  great  Moorifh 
cities  in  Spain  at  thofe  times  were ;  and, 
from  infpeftion  at  prefent,  I  can  conceive 
nothing  more  abominable  nor  worfe  con- 
trived than  the  exceffive  narrownefs  of  the 
ftreets,  their  fudden  and  irregular  turnings 
and  windings,  their  great  declivity,  unfit 
for  any  wheel  carriage,  and  the  violent 
afcents  and  defcents,  almoft  every  where  and 
in  every  dire&ion ;  together  with  the  auk- 
ward  conftruftion  of  the  houfes,  each  ftory 
jutting  out  over  that  immediately  under  it, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  upper  apartments  could  literally  {hake 
hands  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet  i 
by  which  means  the  light  of  the  Sun  was 
almoft  conftantly  excluded,  and  all  accefs 
to  any  free  current  of  air,  which  was  ftill 
more  reduced  to  a  flate  of  ftagnation,  by 
means  of  the  clofe  laticed  windows,  each 
houfe  was  carefully  guarded  with,  and 
which  were  in  fome  fort  neceffary  to  pre- 
vent 
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vent  people  from  feeing  every  thing  whioh 
paiTed  in  the  interior  of  each  others  houfes. 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  Lifbon  before  the 
earthquake,  excepting  the  Mooriih  walls, 
which  had  been  moftly  taken  away  a  long 
time  before. 

If  we  add  to  the  above  considerations, 
the  flothful,  indolent  manner  of  life  all  the 
pprtugiiefe  lead,  who  are  not  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  daily  labour  for  their 
bread,  without  taking  any  fort  of  exercife, 
and  almoft  conftantly  wrapped  up  in  their 
cloaks,  we  fhall  want  but  one  circumftance 
more  to  account,  I  think  fatisfaftorily  for 
a  plague  having  appeared  fometimes  for- 
merly in  Lifbon. 

This  circumftance  is,  that  there  was  then 
a  total  want  of  common  fewers  all  over  the 
city?  which  is  even  now  but  far  too  parti- 
ally fupplied  with  them.  To  fpare  you  and 
myfelf  too,  the  detail  of  difagreeable  ideas, 
fuppofe  every  thing,  (which  in  well  regu- 
lated cities,  or  wherever  there  are  numbers 
D3  of 
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of  men  affembled  together,  is  conveyed 
under  ground  from  the  houfes,  by  means 
of  common  fewers)  thrown  nightly  from 
every  ftory  into  narrow  ftreets,  and  there 
fuffered  to  remain,  fending  up  fuch  pefti- 
lential  exhalations  of  every  kind,  as  were 
alone  fufficient  to  breed  an  epidemic  difor- 
der ;  I  think  the  accounts  we  have  of  the 
plague  at  times  prevailing  there  will  ap- 
pear no  longer  wonderful. 

But,  whatever  was  the  cafe  formerly  in 
that  refpeft,  there  appears  hardly  the  pof- 
fibility  of  any  return  of  the  fame  heavy 
misfortune,  the  city  being  now  built  upon 
quite  a  different  fyftem ;  and  it  wrere  fortu- 
nate for  the  inhabitants,  could  they  but 
infure  themfelves  only  half  as  well  againfi 
the  dreadful  cataftrophe  of  earthquakes,  to 
which  their  country  is  fo  miferably  fubjeft. 
Adieu. 

LET^ 
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LETTER      XXVI. 


Lifbon,   1779. 

Dear  Brother 

X  H  E  more  bufmefs  and  new  acquaint- 
ance here  increafe  upon  me,  I  am  certainly 
furnifhed  by  that  means  with  more  exten- 
sive materials  for  your  entertainment ;  but 
I  have  of  courfe  lefs  time  to  arrange  my 
thoughts,  and  give  them  you  in  order,  and 
for  thefe  reafons  I  have  the  ftronger  claim 
cm  your  indulgence,  at  the  fame  time  any 
irregularities  I  may  fall  into  of  that  fort, 
cannot  materially  affeQ:  any  effential  part 
of  my  obfervations. 

We  arrived  both  late  and  fatigued  at  our 

apartments,  where  we  found  the  Clergy - 

D  4  man, 
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man,  whom  Lord  Freeman  had  fent  di- 
rectly from  Faro  to  Lifbon,  with  the  reft 
of  his  gros  baggage,  as  being  unneceffary  in 
our  trip  round  the  frontiers  of  the  king- 
dom. This  Gentleman,  who  it  ieems  had 
formerly  taught  Lord  Freeman  his  Greek 
and  Latin,  and  now  willingly  paries  for  his 
Governor  or  Precepior,  has  every  appear- 
ance of  a  claflical  pedant,  feems  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  world,  and  unfit  to  appear 
in  it;  he  is  a  native  of  North  Britain,  and 
has  been  fent,  as  I  underftarid,  by  Lord 
Freeman's  mother,  who  is  alto  of  a  noble 
family  of  the  fame  country,  to  have  an 
eye  over  her  foil's  morals  while  abroad ; 
to  prevent  his, forming  any  improper  con- 
nexion, and  his  imbibing  any  notions  re- 
fpecting  religion,  which  might  tarniffi  the 
principles  of  the  pure  Prefbyterian  faith, 
ftie  and  her  friend  Doclor  Duncan  have 
taken  care  to  teach  her  fon  from  his  in- 
fancy, and  which,  I  eafily  perceive,  he  has 
taken  as  srood  care  to  new  model  and  ac- 

commodate 
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commodate  to  more  rational  opinions  he 
has  fince  formed.  However,  he  keeps  fair 
with  the  Do&or,  though  he  defpifes  him, 
and  fuffers  him  in  his  family,  on  purpofe 
not  to  difguft  his  mother,  for  whom,  by 
all  his  Gonverfatioii,  he  feems  to  have  the 
greateft  regard,  and  moft  fmcere  filial  af- 
fection. 

Though  it  was  late  in  the  evening  on 

o  o 

which  we  arrived  here,  yet  the  trufty  Irifh 
fervant  Timothy  Cpckfpur,  had,  it  feems, 
fent  immediate  notice  to  a  female  friend  of 
his  country,  who  compofes  part  of  the  nu- 
merous fuite  of  female  attendants  in  his 
Excellency  the  Marquis  of  Pancorvo's  fa- 
mily, and  whom  Timothy,  partly  by  mo- 
ney, and  partly  by  carefles,  has  fecured  in 
his  mailer's  intereft.  We  had  flipped,  and 
Lord  Freeman  had  retired  to  his  bedcham- 
ber, and  was  undrefling,  when  he  received 
a  letter  from  his  beloved  miflrefs;  he  ea- 
gerly opened  it,  as  you  may  well  fuppofe, 
for  Timothy  took  care  to  tell  him  from 

whence 
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whence  it  came;  and  having  perufed  it,  hs 
lent  for  ixie2  and  put  it  into  my  hands.  Its 
contents  were  exaftly  as  I  here  copy  them 
for  your  perufal : 

"  My.  dearefl  Friend  and  Lord 9 

6i  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  refrain  from, 
teftifying  to  you  my  joy  on  your  fafe  arri- 
val here,  of  which  I  am  juft  now  informed, 
after  being  fo.  long  deprived  of  the  happi- 
Befs  of  hearing  from,  or  even  of  you;  but 
my  prayers  for  your  prefervation  have 
been  heard,  my  Freeman  is  fafe,  and  I  am 
happy, 

"  But  yet,  my  Lord,  you  will  be  egre- 
gioufly  miflaken,  if  you  imagine  our  bufi - 
nefs  is  near  a  conclufion;  on  the  contrary,, 
fmce  my  arrival,  I  find  that  period  ftill 
more  diltant  than  even  I  had  apprehend- 
ed :  Two  powerful  obftacles  ftand  here  full 
iri  our  way ;  thefe  are  intereft  and  reli- 
gion  ;  but,  if  you  are  a  true  Knight,  you. 
will  be  rather  pleafed  than  forry  at  thefe 

cirqumfianceSj 
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circumftances,  as  they  will  redound  fo 
much  the  more  to  your  renown,  by  afford- 
ing you  an  opportunity  of  yanquifning 
them,  and,  like  xhtpreux  CJuvaliers  of  old, 
obtaining  your  Dulcinea  through  a  multi- 
tude of  toils,  difficulties  and  dangers :  One 
thing  I  know  is,  that,  to  judge  of  your  af~ 
feftion  by  my  own,  no  difficulties  will  em- 
barrafs  you — Oh!  I  could  facrifice  every 
confideration  for  my  deareft  Freeman. 

"  But  now  to  be  ferious,  my  Lord:  Pa- 
tience and  Perfeverance thefe  are  the 

only  arms,  with  which  you  are  to  fight 
the  battle  ;  and  though,  I  readily  ima- 
gine not  the  beft  adapted  to  the  difpo- 
fition  of  an  Engliih  foldier,  they  are  the 
moil  fuccefsful  means  of  effecting  almoft 
any  thing  in  this  country,  with  which  I  am 
much  better  acquainted  than  your  Lord- 
fhip :  The  Portuguefe  are  like  the  mules 
and  affes  which  abound  in  their  country ; 
with  fome  addrefs  you  may  lead  them  as 
you  pleafe,  but  they  will  not  be  driven, 

and 
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and  it  is  with  them  that,  piari  piano  va 
lontano. 

"  For  your  regulation,  I  muft  give  you 
la  carte  du  pays,  as  I  have  found  it  on  my 
arrival  here,  refpecling  my  own  prefent 
fituation,  and  that  of  the  ill-condiifted  fa- 
mily to  which  I  belong. 

"  You  know  already,  that  my  mother 
&  as  blindly  attached  to  the  religion  in 
which  (lie  was  educated,  as  my  father  is 
poll  rive,  bigottedand  headflrong,  in  every 
thing  on  which  he  fets  his  heart ;  thefe  dif- 
pofitions  have  nearly  proved  his  ruin  5  for, 
knowing    nothing   of    farming,    nor    the 
management  of  lands  and  vineyards,  he 
had  entrufted  the  cultivation  of  two  eftates 
he  has,  one  near  this  city,  and  another  in  a 
diftant  province,  to  the  care  of  two  priefts, 
poor  relations  of  his  own,  who  have  robbed 
and  pillaged  him  after  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary manner,  and  inftead  of  bringing  him 
in  the  ufual  rents,  have  in  their  accounts, 
which  he  does  not  underftand,  generally 

brought 
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brought  him  in  their  debtor;  and  all  this, 
notwithflanding  his  being  told  repeatedly^ 
that  thefe  two  men  were  ruining  him ; 
infomuch  that,  during  my  abfence  in  Eng- 
land, the  late  King,  hearing  of  this  confu- 
fion  in  our  family  affairs,  ordered  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  my  father's  lands  and  houfes 
to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  truflees  for  my 
brother,  allowing  out  of  the  rents,  what  is 
barely  fufficient  to  fupport  the  family  ;  fo 
that,  were  it  not  for  the  intereft  of  my 
fortune;  it  would  be  impoflible  to  keep  up 
what  is  reckoned  the  indifpenfible  fhew  and 
appearance  of  Fidalgos,  or  perfons  of  rank ; 
and  for  this  reafon  I  was,  till  lately,  at  a 
lofs  to  know  where  my  mother  gets  the 
money  (he  furnifhes  my  brother,  whofe  ruin 
{lie  compleated  by  the  prepofterous  mar- 
riage (lie  made  for  him ;  and  whom,  the 
more  extravagant  and  indifcreethe  is  in  his 
behaviour,  the  more  (he  feems  anxious  to 
indulge  in  all  his  humours  and  paffions ; 

while 
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while  my  father  is  no  lefs  blind  to  his  fons 
irregularities,  by  the  intervention  of  his 
own  Confeffor,  Father  Domirikk  de  Saint 
Nicholas,  who  had  the  direction  of  my  bro- 
ther's education,  and  has  infpired  him  with 
fentiments  and  principles  fimilar  to  his 
bwn,  which  are  of  the  moil  abandoned 
fort ;  this  worthlefs  Fryar  governs  our  fa- 
mily, through  the  unbounded  influence  he 
has  over  my  father,  by  means  of  the  con- 
feffionai  chair,  and  by  the  deference  my 
mother  is  obliged  to  pay  him  in  every 
thing,  on  account  of  her  favourite  fon's  at- 
tachment to  him,  and  of  her  own  no  lefs 
misjudged  attachment  to  her  fon. 

"  The  only  perfdn  who  has  no  fort  of 
authority  in  the  family,  is  precifely  he  who 
ought  to  be  invefted  with  it  all,  and  is  no 
other  than  my  mother's  Confeffor,  the  wor- 
thy Father  Jockelyn,  whom  I  have  men- 
tioned to  you  formerly  in  England.  This 
good  creature  wTill  intermeddle  in  no  bufi- 

nets 
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nefs  of  the  family,  but  to  keep  peace,  and 
compofe  the  differences  which  happen  but 
too  oftenj  efpecially  among  the  female  part 
of  it,  which  is  by  far  too  numerous,  Only 
confider  me  here,  furrounded  with  near  a 
dozen  attendants,  all  of  whom  are  of  very 
little  real  ufe  to  me,  for  they  know  fcarce 
any  thing  befide  intriguing*  drefs,  writing 
billets  doux,  and  backbiting  each  other ; 
whereas,  in  England,  one  fmart  maid,  or 
two  at  moft,  with  the  afiiflance  of  the  Fri- 
feur  upon  occafions,  wTere  all  I  ever  had 
any  call  for ;  but  one  muff  fo  far  give  way 
to  cuftom,  and  to  fay  the  truth,  my  mo- 
ther feems  equally  tenacious  of  the  man- 
ners of  this  country,  as  if  me  were  a  na- 
tive—And fo  much,  my  Lord,  at  prefent, 
for  the  interior  of  our  family. 

"  I  mud  next  inform  you,  that  your  old 
acquaintance,  whom  you  called  Captain 
Priolet,  with  whom  you  told  me  you  had 
travelled  for  fome  months  in  Flanders  and 
Germany  about  two  years  ago,  is  here  at 

prefer^ 
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prefent,  has  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  corrw 
rnands  one  of  the  Regiments,  which  com- 
pofe  this  garrifoii ;  he  is  highly  efteemed 
by  all  who  know  him,  and  will,  I  am 
perfuaded,  wait  on  you  to-morrow  morn- 
ins:,  as  I  have  gwen  directions  for  his  bein? 
informed  of  your  arrival :  he  bears  an  uni- 
verfal  eood  characler,  and  will  be  of  great 
ufe  in  introducing  you  every  where,  and, 
among  other  perfons,  to  my  father  and 
mother,  whom  he  vifits  fo  frequently,  that 
the  malicious  part  of  his  acquaintance  puts 
down  his  afliduity  to  my  account ;  but  the 
truth  is,  I  find  there  is  an  attachment  be-^ 
tween  him  and  my  coufin  Mifs  Welding, 
whom  you  have  feen  of  our  parties  at 
Greenwich  and  Blackheath,  although  fhe 
does  not  acknowledge  it  to  me,  but  fays, 
lie  only  wiihes  to  play  the  part  of  her  Cicif- 
beo :  However  that  may  be,  fhe  came  here 
about  four  months  ago,  to  take  care  of  her 
father,  the  old  General,  whom  the  London 
phyhcians  have,  as  ufual,  fent  here  too  late, 

for 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  though  the  old 
man  has  mended  furprifmgly  fince  his  arri- 
val. My  eoufm  is  the  beft  girl  alive,  and, 
as  (he  vifits  me  much  more  frequently  than 
our  ridiculous  Portuguefe  gravity  and  de- 
corum will  permit  me  to  vifit  her,  fhe  may 
be  of  fmgular  fervice  to  us,  in  conveying 
the  neceffary  intelligence,  and  in  helping 
to  fmooth  any  difficulties  which  may  come 
in  our  way.  The  principal  one  I  forefee  at 
prefent,  excLufive  of  my  father  and  mo- 
ther's habitual  bigotry,  and  diflike  of  all 
forts  of  hereticks,  arifes  from  the  informa- 
tion of  one  of  my  maids,  who  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  is  fincerely  my  friend ;  this 
woman  tells  me,  that  frequently  before  my 
return  from  England,  as  well  as  very  often, 
fince,  a  Portuguefe  Gentleman  has  vifited 
my  father  after  dark,  in  a  myfterious  man- 
ner, and  that  fometimes,  efpecially  lately, 
my  mother  has  been  called  in  on  diefe  oc- 
cafions ;  that,  obferving  thefe  proceedings, 
Vol.  II.  E  her 
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her  curiofity  was  awakened  to  know  what 
was  going  on,  and  that  by  means  of  fome 
favourable  glances  fhe  lately  beftowed  on 
my  father's  chief  confident  and  body  fer- 
vant,  (who  had  been  long  endeavouring  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  her)  fhehad  learned, 
that  a  treaty  was  on  foot  for  my  marriage 
with  that  Gentleman,   to  which  he  has 
brought  my  parents  to  confent,  though  fo 
much  their  inferior  in  birth,  by  advancing 
them   money  at   different  times,   to  the 
amount  of  twenty  thoufand  crowns,  which 
my  father  was  in  the  utmo'ft  want  of  to 
fupport  his  rank,  and  my  mother  to  flip- 
ply  her  fon9s  extravagance ;  that  having 
now  no  lands  nor  other  valuables  to  mort- 
gage and  raife  money  upon,  they  were  ne- 
eeffitated  to  have  recourfe  to  this  humiliat- 
ing connexion,   by  marrying  their  only 
daughter  to  a  rich  plebeian,  and  who  is 
alfo  flrongly  fufpeclcd  of  having  Jewifh 
t>lood  in  his  veins, 

?  This 
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"  This  Gentleman,  who,  it  fecms,  is  to 
be  your  Lordfliip's  rival,  is  no  other  than 
the  rich  Brazil  merchant,  Bernardo  Soarfes 
Mendez  da  Coda,  whom  every  body  vbu 
Will  talk  with,  can  give  you  an  account 
of,  and  who  has  an  elder  brother  fettled 
thefe  rriariy  years  in  the  Brazils',  who  remits 
him  home  money  and  goods  to  a  great 
amount  by  every  fleet  that  arrives. 

"  Though  this  affair  is  really  of  itfelf 
laughable  and  ridiculous,  and  puts  one  in 
mind  of  reading  fome  old  Spanifh  Ro  = 
hiance;  yet  I  am  alfo  very  much  mortified 
at  feeing  my  aged  parents,  reduced  by  their 
own  mifapprehenhons  and  extravagance 
to  expofe  themfelves  af=.er  fuch  a  manner, 
notwithstanding  they  intend  that  I  (hall  be 
the  viftim.  Little  do  they  fufptct  the  na- 
ture of  their  daughter's  fentiments  emd  af- 
fections, fb  different  from  their  own ;  (till 
lefs  that  her  heart  is  long  ago  unchange- 
ably fixed  and  pre-engaged  5  and  leaft  of 
all,  that  the  object  of  her  foul  ii  the  wor- 
E  2  thieft 
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thieft  and  mod  valuable  of  mankind. — 
Good  night,  my  Lord ;  I  only  beg  a  line 
in  return,  to  be  certain  this  has  reached 
you. 

"  Your's,  Jin  alle  cenere, 

"   LlJCRETIA." 

Lord  Freeman  would  have  kifled  every 
line  of  his  miftrefs's  letter,  but  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  he  had  not  time :  he  called 
immediately  for  pen  ink  and  paper  to  his 
bed-fide,  and,  on  a  table  fet  by  it,  with  a 
heart  overflowing  with  a  tumultuous  va- 
riety of  delightful  emotions,  he  wrote  her 
as  follows : 

"  Angel  of  my  Soul!  matchlefs  Lucre  * 
tia!  extraordinary  Woman! — What  have 
I  done,  or  wherein  can  confift  any  merit  of 
mine,  to  induce  the  moft  incomparable  of 
her  fex  to  pour  fuch  a  refrefhing  ftream  of 
joy  into  my  heart,  as  I  have  juft  received 
from  the  perufal  of  your  letter?  Oh !  cruel 

abf(  nee ! 
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abfence !  I  was  almoft  going  to  fay,  that  I 
now  valued  you,  being  fucceeded  by  fuch 
a  tranfporting  return  of  love  and  affeclion. 
Did  you  but  know,  my  Lucretia,  the  pa- 
thetic vows  of  thanks  I  daily  breathe  out  to 
Heaven  for  having  created  you,  fent  you 
into  the  world,  and  given  you  to  me. — Yes, 
my  only  Life,  I  will  fee  my  friend  Priolet 
to-morrow,  and  Mifs  Welding ;  I  will  do 
every  thing  you  requeft  of  me,  and  fuffer 
every  thing  for  your  fake. — How  comes  it, 
Lucretia,  you  are  fo  different  from  every 
one  belonging  to  you,  and  I  believe  from 
every  perfon  of  your  fex  ?  Oh !  how  I  long 
to  deliver  you  from  fuch  a  fituation,  and 
from  fuch  unworthy  company !  but  I  will 
be  guided  in  every  thing  by  your  prudence 
and  matchlefs  judgment — O  Love!  thou 
art  the  mod  exalted  bleffing  that  ever  was 
imparted  to  mankind :  thou  art  the  true 
fource  cf  happinefs,  the  fpring  of  good- 
nefs,  t]  i  torrent  of  pleafure  ;  thy  delights 
E  3  are 
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are  only  c«le{tial,  and  no  grovelling  earth- 
born  foul  was  ever  yet  fufceptible  of  relifh- 
ing  thy  pure  and  charming  tranfports ! — 
But  yet,  my  Lucretia,  whence  comes  it, 
that  when  I  would  exprefs  my  affeftion 
fpr  ypu,  I  find  my  words  are  weak  and  un- 
equal to  the  talk :  nor  am  I  able  to  com* 
prehend  your  teal  value  within  the  lazy 
dull  formality  of  fpeech. 

"  Excufe  me,  Lucretia,  but  for  a  mo- 
ment longer — pardon  the  tranfports  of  a 
love  that  never  hacl  its  equal.  May  the 
choiceft  of  the  celeftial  bands  lull  you  to 
fweet  repofe,  as  calm  and  pure  as,  that 
divine  inhabitant  which  animates  your 
matchlefs-  frame,  glows"  en  thofe  candid 
cheeks,  and  [bines  refplendent  from  thofe 
fparkling  eyes,  with  tjie  fight  of  which  I 
hope  mine  will  now  very  foon  be  bleffed. 
Sweet  Lucretia,  my  beft  Lucretia,  good 

jiight. 

65  Your^s  eternally, 

"  Freeman." 

I  have 
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I  have  not  time  to  make  any  remarks 
on  the  above  letters,  but  (hall  be  better 
able  to  do  fo  when  more  acquainted  with 
both  the  parties  concerned ;  befides,  it  is 
now  the  hour  of  fending  the  letters  to  the 
poft,  and  I  am  affured  the  packet  fails  this 
night.     Adieu. 


LET- 
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Li/bon,  1779. 

Dear  Brother^ 

1  EXPECTED  to  have  heard  from  you 
by  the  packet  which  came  in  here  a  few 
days  ago,  but  have  been  difappointed. 
Though  you  defired  me  not  to  take  up  my 
paper  with  politics,  yet,  as  it  may  perhaps 
be  of  ufe  to  you,  in  the  way  of  trade  and 
fpeculation,  I  mud  inform  you,  it  is  the 
univerfal  opinion  here,  that  we  are  on  the 
eve  alfo  of  a  Spanifh  war,  becaufe  the 
French  Cabinet  chufes  it,  and  entirely 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  Spanifh  nation, 
ever  averfe  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain : 

where 
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where  your  Lord  N — th  will  find  money 
to  anfwer  fuch  unexampled  cxpences, 
appears  indeed  a  myftery  ;  and  whatever 
his  character  may  he  as  an  individual,  I 
think  mere  is  too  little  danger  of  miftake 
in  pronouncing  him  a  moft  profligate 
Minifter. 

But  that  is  none  of  my  bufmefs  here; 
however  feverely  hurt  my  love  for  man- 
kind may  be,  at  feeing  the  moft  perfect 
fabric  of  a  political  inftitution,  ever  raifed 
by  human  ingenuity,  moving  with  fuch 
hafty  ftrides  towards  its  diffolution,  by  the 
almoft  univerfal  cormption  of  individuals, 
tired  of  enjoying  real  happinefs. 

Returning  therefore  to  my  narration, 
as  contained  in  my  lad  epiftle,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  inform  you,  that  Lord  Freeman's 
fpirits  were  too  much  agitated  with  the 
reading  of  his  miftrefs's  letter,  and  writing 
the  anfwer  to  it,  to  permit  him  to  go  to 
fleep  till  very  late,  neither  did  he  awake 

till 
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till  pretty  late  the  next  morning,  when 
Mi\  Priolet  was  announced  to  him,  and  I 
ufhered  that  Gentleman  into  his  bed- 
chamber ;  thefe  two  friends  met  again  with 
a  great  degree  of  heartfelt  fatisfa&ion,  and 
during  breakfaft  were  employed  in  giving 
each  Qther  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  employed  their  time  fince 
they  laft  parted. 

Briolet  was  accompanied  fjy  another 
Gentleman,  one  Doctor  Allen,  Chaplain  of 
the  Briiifh  Factory  here,  who,  hearing  of 
our  arrival,  came  alfo  very  civilly,  to  make 
us  an  offer  of  his  fervices;  lie  appears  to 
be  a  man  of  letters,  and  an  agreeable  com- 
panion ;  full  of  information,  and  withal 
very  communicative ;  I  intend  availing  my7 
felf  of  his  politenefs. 

After  breakfaft,  notwithftanding  the  heat, 
we  fallied  out  to  take  a  view  of  tlie  city, 
whofe  romantic  fituation,  wildly  and  irregu- 
larly fcattered  over  fo  many  high  grounds 

and 
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and  vailies,  in?  *rfperfed  with  orchards  and 
vineyards,  a  <  fc<  rid  ng   u    the  banks 

of  a  jjeilic  rivei  full  of  fhipping3  pro- 
duces fuch  a  variety  of  pi£lurefquq  views, 
at  e\  try  new  ftation  the  pbferver  takes, 
as  are  perfectly  lnierefting.  Lord  Freer 
to&V  tiftly  oblcrvci,  that  every  profpect 
at  fi  ;:e  diftance  frptfi  where  he  itood,  was 
as  beautiful,  as  the  fpot  immediately  un- 
der his  eve  was  naufeous  and  difgufting: 
In  fact,  the  {Ireets  are  never  cleaned,  al- 
though there  is  an  eftaMifhed  contract  for 
fcavengers,  but  they  neglect  their  duty ; 
ever}'  fort  of  filth  is  discharged  in  the  night, 
and  often  in  the  day-;ime;  from  a  window 
or  two  of  each  houfe,  into  the  ftreets, 
which  would  be  much  more  noifome  than 
they  actually  are,  were  not  every  thing 
that  can  be  eat  up  by  ftarving  dogs,  quickly 
devoured  by  fwarms  of  thofe  animals, 
who  live  abroad,  and  belong  to  nobody ; 
3$  the  ftreets  are  alfo  fince  the  earthquake 

more 
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more  ftraight  and  fpacious,  the  ftrong  Sun- 
beams penetrating  them,  are  of  great  ufe 
in    drawing    off  many  peftilential    exha- 
lations, in  purifying  the  air,  and  keeping 
the  flreets  much   cleaner  than  otherwife 
they  would  be ;  a  circumftance  which  could 
not  take  place  before  the  earthquake.     A 
fine  Northern  breeze,  which  prevails  from 
mid-day  forward,    refrefhes    the  parched 
inhabitants  of  at  leaft  all  the  higher  parts 
of  the    city,    and    carries   off  the   bane- 
ful effluvia ;  yet,  after  all,  it  is  impoffible 
to  walk  the   city,  without  the   olfaftory 
nerves  being  every  moment  faluted  with 
the  moft  difagreeable  fenfations ;   accord- 
ingly no  perfons  here,  who  can  poffibly 
avoid  it,  ever  walk  the  ftreets,  both  on 
account  of  the  violence  of  the  heat,  and  the 
great  diflances,  the  city  being  fo  exceed- 
ingly fpread  in  all  direftions ;  fo  that  it  is  a 
common  obfervation  of  the  natives,  that, 
excepting  perfons  of  the  lowed  conditions 

of 
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of  life,  you  mall  not  meet  any  one  on  foot 
during  fome  hours  of  the  violent  heat  every 
day,  but  dogs  and  Englifhmen. 

During  the  courfe  of  our  walk,  which 
was  a  pretty  long  one,  I  had  a  good  deal 
of  converfation  with  Docior  Allen,  while 
Lord  Freeman  was  difcourfing  with  his  old 
acquaintance,  who  has  every  appearance 
of  a  fenfible  Officer,  and  a  well-bred  man, 
and  of  whom  Docior  Allen  gave  me  the 
following  account : 

Colonel  Priolet,  who  is  a  Captain  on 
half-pay  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain 
ever  fince  the  conclufion  of  laft  war,  came 
into  the  fervice  of  this  country  at  the  par- 
ticular defire  of  the  late  Count  la  Lippe, 
under  whom  he  ferved,  during  the  war  in 
Germany,  and  who  had  the  higheft  regard 
for  him,  and  infilled  on  his  accompanying 
him,  when  the  late  King  of  this  country 
and  the  prefent  King  of  England  requefled 
the  Count  to  take  the  command  of  the  Por- 

tuguefe 
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tuguefe  and  Eriglifh  troops,  -which  were  lb 
act  againft  the  Spaniffi  Army,  which  af~ 
fern  bled  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  foori 
after  the  declaration  of  the  #ar  with  Spain 
in  the  beginning  of  ij6f>i 

Friolet  was  originally  of  French  extrac- 
tion, being  defcended  from  one  of  thdfe 
numerous  families  which  were  obliged  to 
abandon  their  native  country  and  their  all, 
ijpdri  the  revocation  of  the  Edift  of  Nantes. 
He  has  even  had  the  melancholy  fatis fac- 
tion of  furveying,  in  the  courfe  of  a  pretty 
lon£  tour  he  took  through'  France  and 
Germany^  when  he  met  with  Lord  Free-^ 
man,  the  very  identical  fpbt  of  landj  being 
a  neat  little  eflate,  beautifully  fituated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Nilmes, 
in  the  province  of  Languedoc,  which  had 
been  the  property  of  his  forefathers,  and 
which  they  had  abandoned  rather  than  gd 
to  Mafs :  For  this  reafon,  it  is  not  very 
f&rprifing,  that,  to  the  many  well-founded 

obje&ions 
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objections    all    other    denominations    of 
Chriftians   have    to    the  Popifh  worfhip, 
Mr.  Priolet  mould  add  the  confiderauon  of 
his  particular  family  misfortunes,  and  con- 
fequently  hold  himfelf  as  fingularly  ag- 
grieved by  it ;  he  had  therefore  during  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Marquis  de  Pombal, 
who  had  a  high  value  and  regard  for  him, 
indulged  his  fpleen  againft  the  Clergy  in 
general,  perhaps  more  than  prudence  would 
have  diclated ;  but  in  this  the  Marquis  en- 
couraged him,  for  he  difliked  the  Priefts* 
and  took  every  opportunity  of  humbling 
them.     Priolet  took  care  to  repeat  to  him 
in  converfation  at  dinner,  which  wTas  at 
lead  once  or  twice  a  week  at  his  country 
palace  at  Oeyras,  every  thing  he  learned  of 
the  irregularities  of  the  Priefts  and  Frvars 
in  the  city,  and  that  in  fo  public  a  manner* 
that  it  foon  came  to  their  ears.     All  this 
went  on  very  well  at  the  time,  and  Mr, 
Priolet  indulged  his  humour  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Churchmen  ;  but,  I  now  un- 
der (land. 
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derftand,  he  has  reafon  to  repent  of  his 
attacking  fuch  a  Reverend  body,  efpecially 
as  it  has  again  come  to  have  that  weight  it 
has  almoft  always  had  at  the  Court  of  Por- 
tugal. 

We  concluded  our  walk  by  a  forenoon's 
vifit  to  Sir  Philip  Welding,  with  whom  it 
feems  Lord  Freeman  had  been  a  little  ac- 
quainted in  England.  The  old  Knight 
feemed  overjoyed  to  fee  Lord  Freeman, 
enquired  how  he  had  relifhed  his  travels, 
and  in  how  many  affairs  of  gallantry  he~ 
had  been  engaged  in  the  different  parts  he 
vifited.  He  appeared  very  much  reduced 
in  perfon,  but  in  fine  fpirits ;  faid,  the 
phyficians  had  fent  him  over  to  die  in 
Lifbon,  but  he  was  in  great  hopes  he  mould 
difappoint  them ;  and  that  he  found  himfelf 
much  better  fmce  his  arrival,  by  breathing 
a  pure  air,  and  eating  oranges.  Lady 
Welding  now  appeared,  with  Mifs  Weld- 
ing, Sir  Philip's  only  child.     The  former 

was-. 
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Was  a  very  tall  lively  girl,  whom  Sir  Philip 

had  married  a  vear  before  he  left  London, 

j  7 

tontrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  his  friends 
and  connections :    She  was  quite  a  Lady  of 
the  Tori ;  and  though,  at  bottom,  poffeffed 
of  a  great  fliafe  of  good  fenfe,  yet  company 
and  diffipation  were  her  delight;   fhe  af- 
fefted  to  be  Exceedingly  fond  of  mufic, 
and  of  every  thing  that  was  from  Italy;, 
having  travelled  in  that  country  a  little  be- 
fore  fhe  married,   and   confequently  the 
other  young  Lady  was  no  very  agreeable 
companion  to  her.     Mifs  Welding  is  of  a 
grave,  fedate  turn,  loves  reading,  and  the 
company  of  perfons  of  more  years  and  ex- 
perience than  herfelf ;  they  both  received 
us  with  great  cordiality  arid  politenefs,  and 
a  party  wTas  formed  of  the  two  ladies,  Co- 
lonel Pribiet,  Lord  Freeman,  and  rnyfelf, 
to  wait  upon  the  Marehionefs  of  Pancorvo 
that  very  afternoon,  and  introduce  us  to  the 
family  ;  after  which  we  took  our  leave,  to 
Vol,  II,  F  go 
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go  and  drefs  for  dinner,  to  which  we  had 
been  very  particularly  invited  by  the  Bri- 
trfh  Conful,  whom  we  had  alfo  waited  onr 
in  the  courfe  of  our  walk. 

On  our  way  home,  Lord  Freeman  expa- 
tiated in  praifes-  of  Mifs  Welding,  declaring, 
it  was  his  opinion  me  would  make  ari  excel- 
lent wife  for  almoft  any  man,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  one  in  Priolet's  fituation,  telling 
him,  he  was  furprifed  he  did  not  think  of 
making  ferious  propofals  to  her,  which, 
he  had  reafon  to  believe,  would  not  be 
rejefted.  I  learn  indeed  from  my  friend 
Doflor  Allen,  that  thefe  two  worthy  per- 
fons  have  been  engaged  to  each  other,,  even 
for  fome  years  paft,  but  that  for  prudential 
reafons,  it  has  not  hitherto  been  poffible  to 
complete  their  ■  wiflies  by  marriage  ;  they 
have,  however,  fupported  this  ftate  of  felf- 
denial  by  every  reciprocal  office  of  fmcere 
and  philofophical  friendfhip,  and  every  fen- 
trment  of  the  pureftaffeftion,  in  expe&ation 

of 
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of  the  fortunate  moment,  when  they  flia.ll 
be  able  to  avow  their  attachment  in  the 
face  of  die  world. 

Colonel  Priolet  anfwered  his  friend  very 
ferioufly,  that  he  was  entirely  of  his  Lord- 
{hip's  opinion  with  regard  to  Mifs  Welding, 
that  he  had  the  higheft  refpeft  for  her,  but 
that  he  found  himfelf  fo  aukwardly  fitu- 
ated  for  the  prefent,  it  would  be  the  height 
of  madnefs  to  addrefs  her  upon  the  fubject; 
that  though  an  heirefs,  and  fuppofmg  her 
wTell  difpofed  towards  him,  yet  Lady  Weld- 
ing was  a  fine  young  woman,  Sir  Philip 
was  recovering  vifibly,  and  they  might 
flill  have  children — at  which  Doclor  Allen 
laughed  heartily.  Priolet  continued,  by 
faying,  that  though  at  beft  there  was  no 
manner  of  fecurity  or  dependence  for  fo- 
reign Officers  in  the  fervice  of  Portugal, 
yet  there  would  have  been  more  plaufibi- 
lity  in  his  marrying  during  the  laft  admini- 
flration;  when  the  Minifler  was  his  friend 
F  2  and 
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and  proteftor,  and  when  his  patron  the 
Count  la  Lippe  was  alive,  than  at  this  time ; 
having  loft  them  both,  and  knowing  by  re- 
peated experience,  that  he  was  particularly 
difliked  by  the  Queen  and  prefent  Miniftry, 
and  more  efpecially  obnoxious  to  the  Cler- 
gy, who  now  governed  every  thing,  by 
means  of  their  Majefties  Confeffors ;  that 
he  was  now  fenfible  he  had  gone  too  far  in 
ridiculing  the  Churchmen,  to  which,  howT- 
ever,  he  affirmed,  the  Marquis  of  Pombal 
encouraged  him ;  and  that  he  had  been  too 
induftrious  in  expofing  the  fecret  practices 
of  numbers  he  knew  of  the  Religious  of 
every  Order,  who,  inftead  of  checking  the 
progrefs  of  vice  in  the  families  where  they 
are  received,  or  to  which  they  are  related, 
ferve  as  the  chief  panders  of  the  great  vice 
of  the  nation ;  that,  by  their  means,  inceft 
and  adultery  were  almoft  univerfally  pre- 
valent, and  their  whole  addrefs  confifted  in 
preferving  the  moft  rigid  exterior  appear- 
ances of  decorum";   that,  under  this,  they 

revelled 
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revelled  in  every  fpecies  of  diforder,  which 
that  paffion,  clear  of  all  other  reftraint,  can 
prompt  them  to;  and  that,  of  all  the  enor- 
mities whereof  the  penitent  accufed  him  or 
herfelf,  xhejin  of  the  Jlcjh  was  that  which 
met  with  the  readied  and  moft  extenfive 
indulgence  from  the   confeffional  chair ; 
and   that,  moft  probably,  from  this  had 
taken  rife  a  proverbial  expreffion,  common 
froth  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  which  fays 
thus :    Se  Deos  cajligar  a  luxuria,  pode 
jicar  no  Ceo  [b ;  "  If  God  has  a  mind  to 
punifn  lewdnefs,  he  is  welcome  to  remain 
in  Heaven  alone." 

Here  it  was  that  we  feparated,  to  pre- 
pare for  dinner.  If  I  hear  nothing  from 
you  before  writing  my  next,  it  wrill  pro- 
bably contain  the  account  of  our  vifit  to 
the  Marquis  of  Pancorvo's  family,  Fare- 
well. 


F  3  LET- 
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LETTER      XXVIII. 


Lifbon,   1779-, 

Dear  Brother, 

jLJk/S  I  was  fitting  down  to  write  you,  I 
received  yours  of  the  3d  inftant,  by  the 
packet  which  came  in  this  forenoon,  I  am 
not  fo  apprehenfive  as  you  appear  to  be, 
of  the  bad  confequences  of  the  non-impor- 
tation agreements  they  are  entering  into  in 
our  country ;  and  I  cannot  bring  myfelf  to 
believe,  that  the  Englifh  Miniftry,  cor- 
rupted and  headftrong  as  they  feem  to  be, 
will  ever  chufe  to  come  to  an  open  rup- 
ture with  Ireland,  at  the  moment  they  have 

France 
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France  and  America,  and  will  foon  have 
;Spain  .alio  to  deal  with.    Let  our  country* 
men  be  but  unanimous  and  moderate,  and 
in  the  language  of  refpectful  fteadinefs,  in- 
fift  upon  an  equal  participation  of  all  the 
advantages  of  trade  with  Great  Britain, 
with  an  abfolute  independence  of  legifla- 
ture,  and  they  will  certainly  obtain  it:  as 
to  having  any  reliance  on  the  generofity  of 
the  Britim  Parliament,  I  think  the  expe- 
rience of  pari  ages  has  been  much  more 
than  fufficient  to  convince  any  but  thought- 
lefs  Irifhmen,  of  the  futility  of  fuch  a  pro- 
portion.    Indeed,    there   exifts    no    fuch 
thing  between  nations,  however  fair  the 
characters  may  be  of  the  individuals  who 
compofe  them ;  but  it  has  at  all  times  been 
the  decided  character  of  the  Englifh  nation, 
to  lay  open  the  trade  of  the  world  for  them- 
felves,  and  to  hamper  the  fame  with  their 
own  colonies,  and  every  other  ftate  in  any 
manner  depending  on  them,  throwing  the 
F  4  balance 
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balance  from  every  quarter,  out  of  all  rea- 
fonable  proportion,  in  their  own  favour ; 
witnefs  their  oppreffion  of  the  Americans, 
and  the  haughty  manner  in  which  the  Par- 
liament received  the  remonftrances  of  the 
Colonifts,  and  how  their  juft  pretenfions  to 
a  fhare  of  thofe  privileges   they  had  an 
equal  right  to,  were  treated — witnefs  the 
hardfhips  Scotland  was  made  to  labour 
under,  till  England  was  obliged  to  admit 
that  nation,  upon  the  footing  of  union  and 
equality  in  every  thing;  and  confider  what 
a  forturiate  circumftance  this  has  been  for 
the  Scots,,  who,  from  poverty,  idlenefs,  and 
mifery,  have  becpme  induftrious,  rich,  and 
happy:    And  let  your  patriots  reafon  as 
they  pleafe,  I  am  long  fixed  in  my  opinion, 
that  our  country  will  never  arrive  at  that 
degree  of  induftry  and  wealth  {he  is  fo  fuf- 
ceptible  of,  till  a  fimilar  union  takes  plape 
between  her  and  England ;  ail  the  argu- 
ments I  have  ever  heard  or  read  againft  it, 

are 
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are  much  more  fpecious  than  folid.  If 
fome  rich  and  pampered  individuals  fuffer 
by  it,  the  great  body  of  the  people  would 
improve  in  every  fenfe,  the  value  of  land 
would  very  foon  double,  the  nation  would 
be  delivered  from  the  ufelefs  expence,  as 
well  as  from  the  curfe  of  a  Court,  which, 
wherever  it  exifts,  is  the  abode  of  deceit 
and  grimace,  folly  and  worthleflhefs ;  every 
man  would  be  happy,  induftrious,  and  at 
leaft  at  his  eafe,  in  the  profecution  of  .his 
profeflion ;  and,  above  all  things,  health, 
freedom  and  hilarity,  wTould  light  up  the 
countenance  of  the  abjecl  defponding 
Irifli  peafant,  who,  at  prefent,  in  his 
wretched  hovel,  is  in  a  more  deplorable 
fituation  than  the  mod  oppreffed  of  Polifh 
villains. 

Pardon  and  excufe,  my  dear  Charles, 
the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  which  has  led  me 
into  this  digrefilon,  and  compelled  me  to 
make  thefe  obfervations  on  the  account  you 
give  me  of  what  is  now  doing  in  our  own 

country, 
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country,  to  which  no  man  born  in  it  has  a 
more  fincere  attachment  than  myfeif :  yes, 
thank  Heaven  for  it,  and  your  brotherly 
affection,  I  may  now  fay  I  have  a  country, 
which  is  more  than  any  native  of  Spain  or 
Portugal  can  fay  with  truth ! 

But,  before  I  return  to  my  fubjeft,  I 
niuft  obferve  to  you,  that,  among  the  bulk 
of  mankind,  cuftom  in  this  world  is  every 
thing,  and  is  often  our  only  guide  in  many 
of  the  daily,  or  even  effential  tranfaftions 
of  life,  when  it  would  be  more  to  our 
honour  or  advantage  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  reafon  and  good  fenfe,   which  are  fo 
often  in  oppofition  to  it.    If  this  wrere  not 
fo,  what  would   many  of  your  wealthy 
London   citizens  fay,   at  feeing  their  fe- 
conds,  their  deputies  and  commiffaries  in 
Lifbon,  in  Spain,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
in  the  Eaft,  fitting  down  to  elegant  din- 
ners, and  to  tables  decked  out  with  all  the 
luxury  of  climates,  fo  fuperior  to  that  of 
England?  while  their  principals  with  you, 

frugally 
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Frugally  content  themfelves  with  a  cut  of 
Leadenhall  mutton,  or  a  flice  of  a  firloin, 
and  quench  their  third  with  a  draught  of 
porter,  inftead  of  the  delicious  cool  tan- 
kard their  apprentices  are  quaffing  abroad, 
with  delicate  high-flavoured  wines,  in  va- 
riety, at  the  fame  time  their  mafters  are 
cheering  the  vapid  dulnefs  of  a  London 
November  wTith  thick  muddy  Port,  over- 
charged with  bad  intoxicating  fpirits.  Yet, 
fuch  is  the  real  fa£i,  and  fo  great  a  differ- 
ence does  the  fimple  affair  of  fituation  pro- 
duce, in  the  mode  and  manner  of  fupport- 
ing  the  fame  individual,  as  he  happens  to 
be  fet  down  on  different  fpots  of  this  terra- 
queous globe. 

Such  being  the  cafe,  it  will  be  almoft 
Superfluous  to  add,  that  we  found  a  very 
elegant  entertainment  provided  at  the 
Britifh  Conful-General's  here ;  but  what 
pleafed  us  moft,  was  the  agreeable  variety 
of  the  company,  compofea  of  different  na- 
tions ;   and  the  appearance  of  ioi  :e  -/ery 

well-bred 
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well-bred  women.  After  dinner  was  over, 
and  coffee,  which  foon  follows  in  this 
country,  fome  of  the  company  fat  down 
to  cards,  others  went  to  walk  in  a  very 
well  laid  out  garden,  others  again  to  bil- 
liards, or  other  amufements,  while  Lord 
Freeman,  Priolet,  and  myfelf,  repaired  to 
Sir  Philip  Welding's,  in  order  to  proceed 
oh  our  intended  vifit  to  the  Marquis  of 
Pancorvo's  family ;  we  accordingly  found 
the  two  ladies  ready,  and  expe&ing  us. 
Priolet  advifed  Lord  Freeman  to  be  on 
the  referve  during  the  vifit,  and  not  to 
converfe  more  particularly  with  Donna 
Lucretia,  than  with  any  other  Lady  of 
the  company  ;  we  fet  off,  and  had  above 
two  miles  to  drive,  before  we  reached  the 
houfe,  when  we  turned  into  a  court-yard, 
and  flopping  at  the  foot  of  a  large  flair- 
cafe,  were  announced  by  three  or  four  tolls 
of  a  bell,  which  hung  near  the  Porter'3 
apartment ;  four  men  appeared  in  fhabby 
liveries,  and,  after  feveral  very  low  bows, 

walked 
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walked  folemnly  before  us  up  (lairs,  and, 
after  a  repetition  of  bows,  delivered  us  o  vet- 
to  two  elderly  men  dreffed  in  regimentals, 
who  were  waiting  for  us  at  the  top,  by 
whom  we  were  condu&ed  in  the  fame  cere- 
monious manner  through  two  large  rooms 
with  white  walls  into  a  third,  hung  with  old 
Arras,  where  they  begged  us  to  be  feated, 
and  faid  the  Fidalgos  would  wait  upon  us 
prefently :  the  apartment  was  high,  large, 
and  gloomy;  the  windows  appeared  too 
fmall  for  it,  but  they  had  no  glaffes,  and 
were  almoft  choaked  up  with  crimfon  da- 
mafk  curtains,  which  hung  before  them, 
waving  in  the  wind ;  all  the  doors  open- 
ing into  the  apartment,  which  were  at 
leaft  two  in  each  of  the  three  fides,  were 
ornamented  with  curtains  of  the  fame  kind, 
drawn  before  them,  with  the  family  coat 
of  arms  embroidered  on  each ;  we  fat  here, 
in  almoft  filent  expectation,  for  near  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  beautiful 
Donna  Lucretia  bolted  from  behind  one 

of 
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of  the  curtains ;  fiie  was  in  a  loofe  flowing 
drefs  of  flowered  Indian  fluff,  moft  en- 
chantingly  becoming ;  her  hair  was  done 
up  in  a  fine  fancy  tafte,  for  which  it  would 
be  hard  to  find  a  name,  but  (he  looked  like 
an  angel ;  (he  inftantlv  ran  to  embrace  her 
coufin  and  Lady  Welding ;  Freeman  made 
hafte  to  falute  her,  and  (he  returned  it 
frankly,  and,  putting  her  finger  to  her 
mouth,  made  figns  for  us  all  to  fit  down, 
for  that  her  father  and  mother  would  ap- 
pear immediately :  the  curtain  before  one 
of  the  doors  was  accordingly  drawn  afide, 
and  the  Marchionefs,  preceded  by  the  two 
gentlemen  in  uniforms,  and  fupported  by  a 
third  in  full  drefs,  walked  gravely  into  the 
room ;  (lie  is  a  tall  thin  figure,  but  has  in 
her  manner  every  appearance  of  a  perfon 
of  fafhion,  and  the  remains  of  a  fine  wo- 
man; our  company  rofe  to  do  their  obei- 
fa  nee  to  her,  and  Lord  Freeman  and  my- 
felf,  as  the  ftrangers,  were  prefented;  flie 
received  us  with  great  politenefs,  affured 

us 
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lis  flie  was  peculiarly  happy  to  fee  us  in 
Lifbon,  and  apologized  for  her  fpeaking 
fuch  bad  Englifh,  but  faid  (lie  hoped  now 
to  recover  it,  fmce  her  dear  daughter  was 
returned  to  her  company  ;  at  times  (lie 
forced  a  fmile,  but  there  feemed  to  be  a 
melancholy  gravity  fixed  upon  her  coun- 
tenance ;  there  was  a  beautiful  Rozary 
twilled  about  her  left  arm,  and  to  the  end 
of  it  was  attached  a  fparkling  diamond 
crofs ;  each  Ave  Maria  of  the  Rozary  was. 
made  of  a  large  topaz,  cut  in  the  form  of 
a  dodechaedron,  and  the  Pater  Nojters 
were  each  a  large  true  pearl,  and  the  whole 
was  fining  upon  a  chain  of  gold.  It  is,  it 
feems,  a  family  piece,  confecrated  to  the 
ufe  of  the  Lady  of  the  Houfe;  and  it  is 
remarked,  even  by  the  bigoted  natives 
here,  that  none  of  her  predeceffors  ever 
gave  it  more  exercife  than  the  prefent 
Marchionefs. 

In  the  mean  time  his  Excellency  the 
Marquis  of  Pancorvo  made  his  appear- 
ance. 
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.  ance,  ufhered  in  with  the  ufual  ceremony. 
To  abbreviate  defcription,  imagine  td 
yourfelf  the  blown-up  purfy  figure  of  the  , 
facetious  Sancho  Panea,  inclining  ftill  more 
to  caricature,  and  you  will  be  nearer  the 
truth ;  fuppofe  you  fee  a  prodigious  fat 
little  man.  labouring  under  his  own  weight, 
and  waddling  into  the  room*  by  throwing 
his  body  with  an  effort  every  time  he 
ftepped  forward,  upon  the  leg  perpendi- 
cularly under  him,  while  he  advanced  the 
other:  he  had  juft  rifen  from  his  fefta^ 
which  was  generally  a  ftretch  of  three  of 
four  hours  conftant  fnoring  •  he  had  on  him 
a  light  cloak,  under  which  appeared  a  pro- 
minent circumference  of  belly,  buttoned 
up  in  a  fearlet  waifkoat*  with  lorig  flapsj 
which  entirely  covered  his  ftiort  thighs 
down  to  the  knees ;  this  waiftcoat  was 
adorned  with  an  open  gold  lace,  at  leaft 
three  inches  broad;  his  large  head  was 
covered  with  a  fine  linen  cap,  bordered 
with  Eruffels  lace ;  his  cheeks  were  quite 

full* 
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full,  and  his  eyes  almoft  inyifibie,  they 
were  fo  furrounded  with  fat;  there  was  no 
appearance  of  any  neck,  but  an  enormous 
double  chin  refled  upon  his  bread ;  there 
was  commonly  a  fmile  upon  his  face,  and 
his  happinefs  confifts  in  boafting  of  the 
feats  of  his  youth,  or  in  laughing;  and  for 
this  laft  purpofe,  I  am  informed  he  keeps 
always  two  fervants  in  quality  of  buffoons, 
whofe  bufmefs  it  is,  either  by  foolifh  ridi- 
culous tales  they  tell  him,  or  by  monkey 
tricks  they  perform  before  him  after  he  has 
faid  his  Terco,  to  keep  him  laughing  every 
night  for  an  hour  before  he  goes  to  bed* 
otherwife  he  cannot  deep.  On  our  being 
prefented  to  him,  he  fhook  us  by  the  hand, 
and  even  attempted  to  give  us  the  accolade, 
(which  word  I  really  know  not  how  to  ex- 
prefs  in  Englifh)  and  laughed  heartily, 
affuring  us  he  was  overjoyed  to  fee  us ; 
told  us  his  houfe  and  every  thing  he  pof- 
feffed  was  at  our  command,  and  that  he 
hoped  we  would  confider  them  as  our 
Vol.  II.  G  own: 
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own ;  all  this  as  well  as  he  could  articu- 
late, for  his  tongue  was  too  large  for  his 
mouth,  from  which  it  was  frequently  dart- 
ing out,  to  the  no  fmall  furprife  of  thofe 
who  were  not  accudomed  to  his  company : 
he  begged  us  to  be  feated,  took  a  chair, 
and,  after  puffing  and  blowing  fome  time, 
he  called  for  fweet-meat  and  a  glafs  of 
water,  which  he  always  took  after  his  feda :. 
The  red  of  the  company  were  engaged  in. 
converfation,  though  I  found  it  difficult  to- 
take  my  eyes  off  the  Marquis,  and  I  was 
adoniihed,  when,  after  his  taking  twq 
fpoonfuls  of  liquid  fweet-meat,  I  faw  him 
fwallow  down  at  one  draught,  a  large 
tumbler  full  of  water,  which  mud  have 
held  above  a  couple  of  quarts.  I  knew  they 
were  all  very  fond  of  fine  water,  but  did 
not  imagine  it  had  been  poffible  to  take  in* 
fuch  a  quantity  at  once. 

The  Marquis  then  addrefled  Lord  Free- 
man, next  to  whom  he  fat,  faying,  that 
as  he  faw  he  wore  a  uniform,  he  fuppofed 

he 
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he  n:ufl  have  fmelled  powder,  and  feeri 
fighting  before  now;  and,  without  giving 
him  time  to  reply,  proceeded  to  give  him 
an  account  of  the  campaigns  he  h'imfeif  had 
formerly  ferved  in  Piedmont,  and  of  his 
feats  at  the  battle  of  Coni ;  wifhed  he  could 
pafs  every  year  of  his  life,  as  he  did  thofe 
campaigns^  having  the  enemy  always  before 
him,  with  much  more  to  the  fame  purpofe; 
and  all  this  uttered  with  fuch  a  fort  of  bab- 
bling rapidity  *  as  made  Freeman  really  be- 
lieve he  had  aflually  ferved  in  thefe  wars 
in  Italy,  or  that  he  had  his  leffon  very  cur- 
rently by  heart;  and  this  laft  we  have  fince 
found  to  be  the  cafe,  and  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  Marquis  has  never  been  out  of  his 
native  country. 

The  fervants  now  introduced  tea  and 
chocolate,  and  one  of  them  whifpered  the 
Marquis,  who  thereupon  tool  occafion  to 
a(k  pardon  of  the  company,  for  that  he  was 
called  out ;  every  body  flood  up  in  cere- 
mony, whiift  his  unwieldy  Excellency  wad- 
G  2  died 
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died  to  the  neareft  door,  nor  did  he  return 
any  more ;  his  place  was,  however,  foon 
fupplied  by  his  fon,  the  young  Count,  with 
his  friend  and  companion  Father  Dominick. 
The  old  Lady's  countenance  feemed  to 
lighten  up  at  the  fight  of  her  fon ;  and  Mils 
Welding,  who  till  then  had  been  exceed- 
ingly chearful,  looked  fuddenly  grave. 
Lord  Freeman  endeavoured  to  enter  Into 
fome  converfation  with  the  young  Count, 
but  he  bluntly  told  him  he  underftood  nei- 
ther French  nor  Engliih,  and  turned  to  his 
friend  Dominick.  Freeman  looked  at  his 
beloved  miflrefs,  who  appeared  ready  to 
break  out  into  a  hearty  laugh,  at  feeing  the 
oddity  of  his  fituation,  and  reflecting  on 
what  mud  be  his  opinion  of  the  company 
he  had  got  into.  He  made  her  a  fign  that 
he  wifhed  to  talk  with  her  particularly ;  but 
fhe,  by  another,  referred  him  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  her  coufin,  who  would  fatisfy  him. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  converfation  was  far 
enough  from  interefting;  the  Marchionefs 

did 
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did  nothing  after  her  fon  came  into  the 
room,  but  (tare  at,  or  converfe  with  him ; 
and  we  foon  after  took  our  leaves. 

On  our  return  to  Sir  Philip  Welding's, 
we  there  found  the  Britiih  Envoy,  and 
fome  of  the  company  we  had  met  at  din- 
ner ;  they  were  all  emulous  in  (hewing  us 
-every  fort  of  civility,  and  to  make  the  place 
appear  agreeable  to  us.  Among  other 
parties  propofed  for  our  amufement  by  the 
friendly  Doftor  Allen  and  others,  the  Bri- 
tifh  Envoy  himfelf  did  us  the  honour  of 
faying,  that  if  we  wifhed  to  fee  a  man  of 
rank  baptized  and  made  a  Chriftian,  he 
wTould  take  care  to  acquaint  us  in  time  of 
the  day  when  it  was  to  be  done,  and  Doc- 
tor Allen  would  have  the  pleafure  of  ac- 
companying us  to  the  Chapel  Royal,  where 
the  ceremony  was  to  be  performed,  in  pre- 
fen'je  of  their  Majefties  and  the  Court. 
We  have,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  thankfully 
accepted  the  oi&r ;  and  if  the  defcription 
of  fuch  a  fcene  afford  matter  worth  re- 
G  3  peating, 
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peating,  yon  (hall  have  it  in  detail.  We  all 
flipped  with  the  old  Knight,  and  were  well 
entertained  with  his  company,  and  that  of 
the  other  perfons  prefent  •  they  were  fober, 
wife,  and  perfeftly  merry ;  nor  did  the  La- 
dies leave  us,  according  to  your  uncouth 
cuflom  in  England,  till  we  broke  up  and 
retired  to  our  different  homes,  without  flu- 
pifying  our  fenfes  with  more  wine  than  we 
could  bear,  or  than  nature  requires,  as  is 
too  often  the  barbarous  and  unmanly  prac- 
tice in  more  Northern  latitudes. 

Adieu, 


LET* 
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LETTER      XXIX. 


Lifbon,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

X  WAS  going  to  give  you  an  account  of 
the  mod  incredible  piece  of  mockery,  I 
witneffed  here  a  few  days  ago,  were  I  not 
prevented  by  another  concern,  which,  I 
imagine,  comes  within  the  limits  of  that 
fort  of  correfpondence  you  wiih  I  fhould 
keep  up  with  you;  and,  as  it  offered  itfelf 
to  my  consideration,  prior  in  point  of  time, 
to  the  above  hinted  fcene  at  which  I  was 
prefent,  I  (hall  make  it  the  fubjeft  of  this 
epiftle. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  recolleft  a  young 

Portuguefe  ftudent,  we  accidentally  met 

G  4  with 
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with  at  Faro  in  Algarve,  who  accompanied 
us  in  our  wild  fort  of  ramble  round  the 
frontiers  of  this  kingdom,  and  whom,  by 
his  own  entreaty,  we  left  with  the  Englifh 
Conful  at  Porto,  where  he  is  moft  benefi- 
cially inftrufting  himfelf,  as  well  by  the 
Conful's  converfation,  as  the  perufal  of  his 
books.  Before  we  left  Porto,  I  had  much 
clifcourfe  with  this  young  fellow,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  write  and  inform  me  how  he  went 
on ;  and  I  received  a  letter  from  him  fome 
days  ago,  of  which  the  following  is  an  au- 
thentic copy ; 

'?  Dear  Captain, 

sc  According  to  promife,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  writing  to  you,  and  hope  you  and  Lord 
Freeman  arrived  fafe  in  Lifbon,  where,  I 
doubt  not,  you  wTill  be  agreeably  enter- 
tained. My  conftant  employment  fince  you 
left  us,  has  been  in  the  worthy  ConfuFs 
library,  where  I  fpend  every  moment  I  can 
curtail  from  the  dinners  and  fuppers  we 

are 
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are  afked  to ;  for  though  they  are  excellent, 
and  vouch  mod  favourably  for  the  hofpi- 
tality  of  the  Portonians,  yet,  as  I  am  now 
becoming  daily  more  fenfible  of  the  bad 
quality  and  infufficiency  of  the  mental  fuf- 
tenance,  with  which  I  have  been  hitherto 
fupplied,  I  am  refolved  to  improve  by  the 
prefent  favourable  opportunity  of  remedy- 
ing fo  great  a  defect ;  and,  confidering  my- 
felf  as  not  lefs  obliged  to  you  and  Lord 
Freeman,  by  motives  of  gratitude  and  fin- 
cere  acknowledgment,  for  fo  many  effential 
favours  received,  than  by  inclination  and 
refpecl  for  the  virtues  of  that  excellent 
young  Nobleman,  I  mud  entreat  your  in- 
dulgence, while  I  give  you  forne  account  of 
the  obfervations,  which  have  occurred  to 
me,  refpecling  that  particular  branch  of 
ftudy  I  am  in  a  manner  bound  to  follow; 
begging  your  opinion,  and  that  of  Lord 
Freeman,  in  regard  to  what  I  ought  to  do; 
for  I  freely  confefs  I  was  never  in  fo  em- 
barraffed  a  fituatjon. 

"  Among 
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■f  Among  the  different  forts  of  reading 
and  meditation  the  Conful's  books  have 
furnifned  me  with,  the  nature  of  my  en- 
gagements has  induced  me  to  turn  a  great 
{hare  of  my  attention  towards  divinity,  and 
the  inveftigation  of  every  thing  relating  to 
the  Church,  as  I  have  already  the  firft  ton- 
fure,  and  propofe  taking  full  Priefts  Or- 
ders, according  to  the  laft  Will  of  my  be- 
nefactor, after  going  through  the  regular 
courfes  at  the  Univerfity  of  Coimbra;  but 
it  has  unfortunately  happened  to  me  in  the 
ftudy  of  this  fcience,  the  contrary  of  what 
I  experienced  in  mod  of  the  others,  and 
efpecially  thofe  of  fynthetical  and  analyti- 
cal difquifition ;  for  in  thefe,  with  the  Con- 
ful's afiiflance,  I  found  every  ftep  I  ad- 
vanced fo  much  the  more  light  breaking 
in  upon  me  from  every  quarter:  I  found 
that  the  proper  application  of  the  clear  and 
uniform  principles  contained  in  Euclid's 
Elements,  ufhered  me  with  advantage  into 
all  the  higher  walks  of  that  elegant  fcience ; 

that 
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that  they  directed  my  courfe  over  every 
part  oi  the  furface  of  the  earth,  laiu  open 
to  me  the  ravifhing  beauties  of  Aftrono- 
mical  obfervation,  and  difclofed  the  fecrets 
of  Nature,  in  the  enchanting  fludy  of 
Experimental  Philofophy,  through  all  its 
branches;  and  the  whole  fo  clear,  palpable 
and  evident,  that  no  perfon,  profeffing  to 
be  guided  by  the  didates  of  Reafon,  can 
poffibly  refufe  his  affent. 

"  But  I  find  all  the  above  circumflances 
fadly  reverfed,  with  regard  to  my  Theolo- 
gical lucubrations :  In  thefe,  the  more  I 
advance,  the  more  I  find  my  own  opi- 
nion divided,  as  wTell  as  the  opinions  of 
almoft  all  the  authors  I  have  confulted ; 
and  this  not  only  in  matters  of  fmaller 
importance,  but  fuch  as  are,  by  all  par- 
ties, confidered  as  the  mod  effential.— 
But,  above  all  things,  my  perufal  of  the 
Bible,  which  I  have  read  here  for  the  firft 
time,  has  amazed  me ;  for  in  it  I  have 
found  both  the  principles  and  practice  of 

the 
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the  Chriftian  religion  delineated  fo  diffe- 
rently from,  and  generally  fo  oppofite  to 
all  I  pbferved  in  the  tenets  of  that  in  which 
I  have  been  educated,  that  I  think  it  mufi 
be  clear  to  the  moft  limited  difcernment, 
if  one  of  the  two  fyftems  is  pofitively  the 
true  one,  the  other  muff  certainly  be  the 
contrary. 

"  In  this  dilemma,  what  courfe  am  I  to 
take?  Am  I  to  renounce  the  faith  in  which 
I  have  been  brought  up,  to  embrace  another 
of  the  many  opinions  I  fee  before  me,  and 
the  moft  of  them  perhaps  equally  erro- 
neous? But  had  I  a  mind  to  do  fo,  I  can 
readily  perceive,  that  where  I  am  the  thing 
is  impracticable;  and  hence  I  am  led  to 
infer,  that  the  boafted  uniformity  of  wor- 
fhip  in  this  country,  is  no  proof  either  of 
its  goodnefs  or  orthodoxy ;  that  it  is  purely 
owing  to  compulfion  and  the  Inquifition; 
and  that,  were  it  not  for  the  reftraint  they 
are  under,  different  men  here  would,  like 
thofe  of  other  countries,  have  opinions  no 

left 
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lefs  different  on  the  fubjeft.  I  have,  how- 
ever, obferved,  that  polemic  writers  on 
all  fides,  concur  in  allowing  a  greater  or 
fmaller  fhare  of  authority  to  the  Scriptures, 
and  that  the  mod  fenfible  and  impartial 
part  of  them  are  thofe  who  unite  the  mod 
cordially  in  acknowledging  their  divine 
original,  and  adopting  them  as  the  princi- 
pal rule  of  faith,  in  oppofition  to  whatever 
has  been  fet  up  in  competition  with  them. 
Accordingly,  I  have  applied  mvfelf  parti- 
cularly to  the  ftudy  of  the  New  Teftament, 
in  its  original  language ;  I  have  then  con- 
fulted  many  Tranflations,  and  run  through 
a  variety  of  Commentators.  The  refult  of 
all  my  enquiries  to  this  prefent  moment 
has  been,  that  if  that  New  Teftament  con- 
tains the  pure  elements  of  the  Chriftian 
docirine,  how  different,  oppofite  and  cor- 
rupted are  the  eftablifhed  religions  of  this, 
as  well  as  of  mofl  other  countries  of  Eu- 
rope!— Sir,  I  will  not,  becaufe  I  know  I 
mould  not  blufh  to  own.  that  I  have  found 

a  noble. 
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a  noble,  an  energetic  and  charming  f# 
plicity  in  the  ftyle  of  that  fac  red  Volume: 
I  have  found  the  precepts  it  contains  only 
tend  to  improve  and  inculcate,  from  the 
fublimeft  confiderations  ^  all  thofe  fentiments 
which  I  have  perufed  with  rapture  in  my 
favourite  Seneca :  I  find,  in  fhort,  that  it  is 
Morality  carried  to  the  fummit  of  perfec- 
tion, and  recommended  to  the  practice  of 
mankind,  by  the  doctrine  and  example  of 
a  vifible  and  fullering  Divinity. 

"  But  then,  what  a  chaos  of  contradic- 
tion is  this,  which  is  called  the  Catholic  or 
univerfal  religion,  and  which  is  really  fo 
far  from  being  fo?  In  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  New  Teftament,  I  am  not  able  to  trace 
the  moil  diflant  appearance  of  a  hint  for 
any  Sacrament  but  two,  at  the  fame  time 
I  am  taught  to  believe  there  are  certainly 
feven ;  and  I  can  difcover  no  fort  of  ana- 
logy between  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar, 
as  exhibited  in  Portugal,  and  our  Lord's 
laft  Supper  with  his  Difciples :  this  hap- 
pened 
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pcned  in  the  evening  by  our  Saviour's  own 
dire&ion,  and  in  an  upper  room,  where 
he  fat  down  in  company  with  them.     On 
the  contrary,  here  all  Priefts  are  forbid  to 
begin  to  fay  Mafs  after  mid-day.     When 
the  Prieft  confecrates  the  wafer,  we  are 
allured,  that  it  is  inftantly  changed,  from 
the  fubflance  and  nature  of  bread,  into  that 
of  real  and  natural  flefh  and  blood;  where- 
as, at  our  Saviour's  laft  Supper,  the  bread 
which  he  himfelf  ate,  and  that  which  he 
broke  and  gave  to  his  difciples,  and  which 
they  alfo  ate,  was  certainly  and  mcft  evi- 
dently no  part  of  his  own  real  body,  which 
was  at  that  very  time  whole,  alive,  and 
entire,  fitting  with  them  at  the  table  ;  fo 
that  his  faying  to  them,  This  is  my  Body, 
mufl  indifputably,  and   without  the  leaft 
room  for  hefitation  or  doubt,  have  been 
underftood  and  interpreted  by  his  Difciples 
in  a  figurative  fenfe  only ;    though  they 
might  not  perhaps  thoroughly  comprehend 

the 
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the  whole  force  of  the  expreflion  till  after 
his  death,  refurreftion,  and  afcenfion. 

c:  Our  Saviour  fat  at  a  table  with  liis 
Difciples,  and  ate  in  common  with  them, 
and  drank  of  the  fame  cup,  which  he  gave 
them,  faying,  Drink  ye  all  of  it.  The  Prieft 
Hands  before  a  high  raifed  table,  called  an 
Altar,  and,  while  he  eats  the  wafer,  and 
drinks  the  wine,  his  back  is  turned  towards 
the  Difciples  or  the  people,  who  feldom 
partake  of  the  bread,  and  never  of  the  cup, 
in  exprefs  contradiction  to  our  Saviour's 
injunftion  of,  Drink  ye  all  of  it. 

cc  Our  Saviour  directs  his  Difciples  to  eat 
and  drink  in  remembrance  of  him.  The 
Canon  of  the  Mafs  commemorates  and  ce- 
lebrates the  memory,  in  the  firft  place,  of 
the  glorious  Virgin  Mary,  and  a  number  of 
other  Saints,  there  mentioned  by  name, 
without  faying  any  thing  in  remembrance 
of  Chrifl  himfelf. 

"  The  Mafs  here  among  us,  is  certainly 
held  to  be  a  propitiatory  faerifice,  as  often 

as 
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as  it  is  faid,  and  according  to  the  intention 
with  which  it  is  applied;  whether  it  be  for 
the  fins  of  the  living  or  the  dead,  for  the 
recovery  of  a  fick  horfe,  or  the  finding  of 
a  trinket  which  has  been  loft ;  or  to  obtain 
a  fortunate  voyage,  or  a  profperous  jour- 
ney. On  the  other  hand,  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  informs  me  in  one  place,  that,  As  it 
is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die,  fo 
Chrift  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  Jins  of 
many.  And  in  another  place,  But  now 
once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  hath  he  ap- 
peared to  take  azoay  fin,  by  the  facrifce  of 
himfelf.  From  thefe,  and  numberlefs  other 
paffages  equally  ftrong,  I  meet  with  in  the 
New  Teftament,  I  am  certainly  to  con- 
clude, that  Chrift  himfelf  was  the  one,  only, 
and  propitiatory  Sacrifice  for  the  fins  of 
mankind ;  and  confequently,  that  all  the 
other  Sacrifices  and  propitiations,  which 
the  Mafs-priefls  pretend  to  make  all  over 
the  world,  are  abfurd,  nugatory,  and  ridi* 
culous. 

Vol.  II.  H  "  I  mull 
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"  I  mud  confefs,  the  confideration  of 
thcfe  circumftances,  to  every  appearance 
fo  contradictory  and  irreconcileable,  in  an 
article  which  is  by  all  regarded  as  the  firft 
and  mod  eflcntial  in  the  whole  Chriftian 
religion,  for  a  good  while  flunned  my 
judgment  and  powers  of  reflection ;  and 
(I  feel  it)  have  in  the  ifiue  effected  an 
entire  revolution  in  my  fentiments,  my  opi- 
nions and  belief.  I  have  been  under  the 
necefhty  of  ftudying  Church  Hiftory,  which 
has  ferved  as  a  clue  to  conduct  me  out  of 
fuch  a  labyrinth,  by  enabling  me  to  traoe 
the  origin  and  courfe  of  the  aftonifhing 
changes,:  which,  I  am  now  fenfible,  have 
been  introduced  both  into  the  difcipline 
and  doftrine  of  the  pretended  univerfal 
Church.  In  this  elaborate  inquiry,  I  have 
often  had  reafon  to  regret  the  lofs  of  Lord 
Freeman's  converfation  and  yours,  as  you 
were  always  willing,  and  almoft  equally 
able,  to  give  me  fatisfaclory  folutions  of  all 
the  doubts  I  have  propofed  to  you. 

i;  I  have, 
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"  I  have,  by  repeated  infinuations,  ap- 
plied to  the  Conful,  for  information  on 
the  fubje£l ;  but,  however  ufeful  he  has 
been  to  me  in  my  difquifitions  concerning 
the  other  arts  and  fciences,  by  often  pre- 
venting even  my  wilhes,  and  teaching  me 
fevery  thing  he  knows  himfelf,  or  can  ga- 
ther out  of  books  for  my  inftruclion,  yet, 
as  often  as  I  have  attempted  to  bring  the 
difcourfe  upon  the  topic  of  Theology,  and 
efpecially  upon  the  difputed  points  3  I  find 
he  always  fights  off,  and  cannot  be  brought 
to  deliver  any  opinion,  At  laft,  I  yef- 
terday  took  occafion  to  tell  him,  that  as 
by  the  Will  of  the  only  benefaftor  I  ever 
had,  on  wThich  my  fubfiflence  depends,  I 
was  obliged  foon  to  take  Holy  Orders,  I 
was  for  that  reafon  extremely  defirous  of 
previoufly  knowing  as  much  as  pofTibie^ 
concerning  the  pad  and  prefent  ftate  of  a 
religion,  whereof  I  am  to  become  an  eiTen- 
tial  member ;  and  as  I  had  a  very  high  re- 
fpeft  for  his  fentiments  on  every  other  fub~ 
H  2  jeer* 
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je6t,  I  was  fo  much  the  more  anxious  to 
know  them  on  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  a  ferious 
nature,  and  in  which  I  was  to  be  afterwards 
fo  intimately  interefted. 

"  The  Conful  feeing  me  thus  in  earneft, 
and  that  he  was  under  a  fort  of  neceflity  of 
explaining  himfelf  on  the  fubject,  defired 
me  to  fit  down  laft  night,  after  we  had 
done  drinking  tea,  and  fpoke  to  me  as 
follows : — 

"  Inftlice  quell'  uccello  ohi  naj'ce  in  cattiva  valle" 

"  Unfortunate  is  the  bird   which  is  hatched   in  a 
barren  plain." 

"  This,  my  dear  friend,  (faid  he)  I  ap- 
ply to  you,  fo  far  as  that  I  fee  you  are  con- 
drained,  by  the  directions  of  the  perfon  on 
whom  you  had  your  only  dependance,  to 
enter  into  a  ftate  of  life,  which,  perhaps, 
otherwife  would  not  have  been  your  choice ; 
and  this  I  confider  as  a  grievance  upon 
any  man,  efpecially  when  he  muft  enter 
upon    that    profeffion   of  a  Churchman, 

which, 
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which,  as  religion  goes  now-a-days,  no 
man  of  honour  or  conference  will  under- 
take without  fhuddering  and  horror.  As 
you  infill  upon  my  telling  you  my  opinion 
concerning  religion,  I  mull  in  return  infill 
on  it,  that  you  confider  every  thing  I  fhall 
fay  on  the  fubjeft,  as  my  private  opinion 
only,  and  which  I  would  no  more  wifh  to 
obtrude  upon  you,  or  any  other  man,  than 
I  would  defire  that  a  man  of  fix  feet  high 
fhould  reduce  himfelf  exaftly  to  my  lize, 
which  is  five  inches  under  that  meafure,  or 
that  he  fhould  have  his  nofe  precifely  of 
the  fhape  of  mine,  or  wear  a  wig  and  a 
brown  coat  as  I  do,  inftead  of  a  fcarlet  one 
and  his  own  hair,  which  I  fuppofe  he  likes 
beft. 

11  I  fay,  moreover,  that  every  conflraint 
which  is  attempted  to  be  put  upon  men,  in 
any  fhape  whatever,  beyond  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  neceffary  and  public  laws, 
eftablifhed  for  the  good  order  and  confer- 
vation  of  civil  fbciety,  is  abominable.  I 
H  3  was 
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was  born  free  as  air,  and,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  hope  to  die  fo :  I  mean  as  far  as  is 
confident  with  the  freedom  of  every  man 
about  me,  who  ought  to  enjoy  exaclly  the 
fame  privilege ;  and  whoever  fhould  go 
about  to  fhackle  my  underilanding,.  by 
keeping  me  in  ignorance,  or  depriving  me 
of  the  means  of  knowledge,  and  would 
pretend  to  direct  my  fentiments,  and  to 
make  me  think  as  he  chufes,  in  any  thing, 
and  efpecially  in  matters  of  mere  fpecula- 
tion,  (as  all  your  eftablifhed  worfhjps  are) 
fuch  a  one  mud  indeed  be  the  legitimate 
defcendant  of  that  malignant  being,  who 
is  fuppofed  to  exift  only  for  the  fcourge 
and  deftruciion  of  mankind. 

"  Having  fo  far  premifed,  I  fhall  frankly 
tell  you  what  I  under  {land  with  regard  to 
religion,  which  I  take  to  comprehend  the 
right  notions  we  mould  form  of  the  Deity, 
the  great  firft  caufe,  and  mighty  preferver 
of  this  wonderful  and  well  regulated 
fyflem  we   ice  before  us,   together  with 

the 
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the  duties  we  owe  to  him,  and  to  each 
other,  as  relative  and  dependent  beings 
■ — that  indeed  he  mult  be  very  hard  to 
pleafe,  who  having  perilled  the  Works  of 
Plato,  after  having  examined  the  opinions 
of  Socrates,  Epiftetus,  of  Seneca,  and  the 
divine  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus,  cannot 
form  a  very  noble  and  fatisfactory  fyftem 
of  religion  to  himfelf.  But,  if  he  would 
carry  his  religion,  or  his  duty  to  Gcd  and 
his  neighbour,  to  the  higheft  degree  of 
perfection,  let  him  confuk  his  Bible,  let 
him  eagerly  embrace  whatever  he  fhall  find 
therein  confonant  to  his  calm  and  difpaf- 
fionate  reafon,  and  let  him  refpeft  what  he 
there  finds  above  its  reach,  or  in  apparent 
contradiction  to  it ;  for,  as  it  is  the  fame 
Omnifcience  which  fpeaks  to  us  through 
the  channel  of  Holy  Writ,  and  through 
that  of  Reafon  and  Confcience  in  the  breaft 
of  every  man,  it  is  impoflible  that  fame 
Omnipotence  can  ever  contradict  itfelf.  In 
faft,  was  there  ever  a  fclieme  of  revealed 
H  4  religion 
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religion  propounded  for  the  belief  of  man- 
kind, fo  noble  as  the  Chriftian?  A  Deity 
generoufly  facrificing  himfelf  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  human  race,  and  in  confir- 
mation of  that  pure  and  beautiful  fyftem 
of  morality  he  taught  both  by  precept  and 
example ;  a  fyftem  he  himfelf  repeatedly 
declared,  was  never  intended  to  be  of  this 
world,  and  which,  whenever  it  became  fo, 
was  immediately  contaminated,  according 
to  the  times,  places,  and  circumftances, 
under  which  it  was  adopted ;  fo  that  we 
have  feen,  ever  fince  the  times  of  the  bloody 
Conftantine,  who  fet  it  upon  the  Imperial 
throne,  it  has,  Proteus  like,  been  conftan-tly 
changing  appearances,  and,  under  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  civil  Government  where 
it  has  been  admitted,  has  only  been  the 
various  and  fafhionable  religion  of  the  day, 
inftead  of  the  religion  of  Chrift, 

**  It  is  aftonifhing  to  obferve  the  conftant 
and  univerfal  bias,  which  feems  implanted 
1U  human  nature,  towards  the  fetting  up  a 

variety 
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variety  of  forms,  as  well  as  numberlefs 
different  objefts  of  adoration  and  worfhip, 
honouring  them  with  the  homage  of  La- 
tvia, DiUia,  and  Hyperdulia,  ar  r:  the  un- 
remitting endeavours  of  all  wife  lawgivers, 
to  bring  their  people  back  to  the  adoration 
of  one  only  fupreme  and  univerfal  Author 
of  Nature.  Thus,  under  the  Mofaic  dif- 
penfation,  we  have  feen  their  Prophets  and 
infpired  Teachers  continually  inveighing 
againft  the  fpiritual  fornication  and  adul- 
tery of  the  Jews,  ever  eager  to  adopt  the 
Gods  of  the  Gentile  nations  who  furrounded 
them.    Notwithftandinff  the  charafterifric 

o 

Unitarian  fyftem  of  Mahomet,  we  have  feen 
that  his  fucceffors,  Ali  and  Omar,  have 
divided  his  religion  into  near  a  hundred 
fefts ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  every  fuper- 
ftitious  praftice  of  the  old  Pagan  worfhip 
has  been  re-admitted  and  flourifhed  with 
redoubled  vigour  in  the  Polytheifm  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  without  any  difference 
but  in  the  change  of  names,  as  foon  as, 

or 
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or  even  before  it  had  obtained  any  fixed 
temporal  eftablifhment. 

"  All  manner  of  eflablimed  religions  is 
conftantly  changing,  as  well  as  the  Govern- 
ments which  admit  them,  and  all  other 
fublunary  things  whatever.  The  benevo- 
lent fyftem  of  the  New  Teftament  is  un- 
changeable, proceeding  from  a  fuperior 
fource,  and  perfectly  well  calculated,  in 
concert  with  Reafon  and  Confcience,  to 
infure  the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of 
every  individual,  who  will  fmcerely  have 
recourfe  to  them.  Here  every  man  is  his 
own  Pried,  and,  by  the  purity  of  his  man- 
ners, and  the  uprightnefs  of  his  heart,  daily 
confecrates,  in  his  own  breaft,  a  living  Sa- 
crifice to  the  ineffable  Author  of  his  exift- 
ence ;  and  that  without  the  intervention  of 
any,  but  the  only  Mediator  between  God 
and  man.  Away  then  with  all  your  idle 
dreams  of  Grand  Lamas,  Jvj[uftis,  Popes, 
Cardinals,  Bifhops,  and  all  that  overgrown 
and  endlefs  crowd  of  attendants  and  whip- 
j  pers-in. 
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pers-in,  which  the  third  of  univerfal  power, 
unbridled  avarice,  and  the  moll  uncon- 
fcionable  knavery  have  contrived,  to  de- 
prefs  and  (ink  the  human  race ;  as  if  it 
were  intended,  by  a  wanton  experiment,  to 
try  how  near  to  a  (rate  of  brutal  fervitude 
it  is  pofhble  to  debafe  them, 

"  As  to  that  particular  Sc£t  of  the 
Chriftiaji  religion  in  which  you  have  been 
educated,  now  going  faft  out  of  date, 
wherever  Reafon  and  Good  Senfe  have 
re-a-flumed  their  due  influence,  and  in 
which  you  are  in  a  manner  obliged  to  be- 
come a  Prieft  and  a  Sacrificer,  according 
to  their  notions ;  it  is  fo  extravagant,  fo 
contemptibly  ridiculous,  fo  grofsJy  infolent, 
fo  impioufly  blafphemous  againft  the  very 
exiftence  and  attributes  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  has  on  all  occafions  fo  cruelly 
trampled  upon,  and  crufhed  the  beft  rights 
and  dearefl  liberties  and  privileges  of  man- 
kind, that  I  mould  be  extremely  vexed  to 
fee  fo  fine  a  young  fellow  as  yourieii  en* 
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gage  precipitately  in  it,  before  you  are 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  ground 
you  tread  on,  as  by  one  rafh  ftep  you  may 
have  fuch  ferious  caufe  to  repent  during 
the  reft  of  your  life. 

"  I  {hall  prefume  to  give  you  one  piece 
of  advice,  and  relate  to  you  a  matter  of 
fa£l,  which,  happened  in  our  neighbour- 
ing kingdom  of  Spain.  I  fnall  begin  with 
this  laft; 

"  The  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  and 
his  fon  Philip  the  Second,  King  of  Spain, 
(both  great  zealots  for  your  Popifh  reli- 
gion) fent  many  learned  and  eminent  Spa- 
nifli  Divines  into  Germany,  Flanders,  and 
England,  where  the  fpirit  of  reformation 
from  the  abufes  of  Rome  was  at  that  time 
ftrong,  on  purpofe  to  preach  againft  it,  and 
prevent  its  gaining  ground ;  but  every 
thing  turned  out  contrary  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  thofe  Princes ;  for  the  Miffionaries 
they  fent,  by  converfing  with  the  Reformers, 
and  reading  their  books,  became,  almoft 

to 
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to  a  man,  converts  to  their  principles,  and, 
returning  home  full  of  zeal,  propagated  the 
fame  through  their  native  country;  info- 
much;  that  had  not  the  Inquifition  flepped 
in,  and  put  a  (lop  to  the  furp riling  progrefs 
they  were  making,  all  Spain  would  have 
become  Proteftant  in  lefs  time  than  ever 
happened  to  any  other  country  before.  This 
is  no  tale  of  mine,  for  you  may  read  it  in 
Paramus  himfelf,  who  was  both  a  Papift 
and  a  zealous  Inquifitor.  But  the  repeated 
Inquifitorial  bonfires  lighted  up  at  Seville, 
Toledo,  and  Valladolid,  put  an  effeftual 
(lop  to  fuch  novelties :  There,  were  facri- 
ficed,  the  Doctor  Auguftine  Cazalla,  a  Ca- 
non of  Salamanca,  who  had  been  Chaplain 
and  Preacher  to  Charles  the  Fifth,  with  his 
mother,  and  many  others,  profeffing  the 
Proteftant  faith ;  the  Bachelor  Herezuelo, 
and  his  wife  Donna  Leonor  de  Cifneros, 
many  years  after  her  hufband's  death ;  Don 
Carlos  de  Sefo ;  Don  John  Pontio  de  Leon, 
fon  to  Don  Rodrigo,  Count  of  Baylen ;  the 

Doctor 
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Doftor  Chriftopher  Lofada,  with  the  admi- 
rable young  Lady  Donna  Maria  Bohofquia, 
and  numberlefs  others  I  have  Hot  time  to 
mention.  Now,  with  fuch  an  example  be- 
fore your  eyes,  I  would  only  mean  to  ad- 
vife  you  not  to  be  precipitate,  but  to  take 
the  neceffary  time  to  reflect  on  what  voii 
ought  to  do :  Read  Church  Hiftory  care- 
fully, on  all  fides  of  the  queftion;  then 
ponder  well  with  yourfelf,  and  compare 
facts  with  impartiality,  converfe  with  per- 
Ions  of  all  permafions,  hear  every  one 
with  coolnefs,  never  engage  too  deep  in 
any  controverfy,  let  others  difpute,  and  del 
you  remark  and  obferve  in  filence ;  and 
if,  after  only  a  twelvemonth's  application 
in  the  manner  I  have  prefcribed,  you  do 
not  renounce  every  idea  of  becoming  a 
Prieil,  then  I  will  voluntarily  difclaim 
every  pretention  to  the  ufe  of  Reafon  or 
Common  Senfe." — — • 

"  Here  the  Conful  ended  his  furprifing 
difcourfe.     I  call  it  fo,  for  it  really  was  fo 

to 
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to  me,  as  it  has  fuggefted  to  me  fo  many 
new  ideas,  and  brought  to  perfection  others 
which  I  had  already  begun  to  form  in  em- 
bryo. Dear  Captain,  excufe  the  length  of 
this  letter,  and,  if  you  pleafe,  (hew  it  to 
Lord  Freeman,  and  above  all  things,  favour 
me  with  both  your  opinions  on  its  con- 
tents. 

(i  I  remain,  mod  truly,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

I  accordingly  defired  Lord  Freeman  to 
perufe  his  letter,  which  he  had  no  fooner 
done,  than  he  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Co- 
lonel Priolet,  wTho  happened  to  be  prefent 
at  the  time.  Priolet  admired  the  letter,  and 
feemed  to  take  the  moil  lively  intereft  in 
the  welfare  of  the  writer.  After  fome  con- 
futation, it  was  agreed  among  us,  that  in 
anfwer  I  fhould  requeft  the  young  ftudent 
(John  Carlos)  to  come  hither  without  lofs 
of  time;  and  Priolet  infifted  upon  lodging 
him  on  his  arrival  in  his  own  apartments, 
where  he  has  plenty  of  accommodation, 

laying, 
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faying,  that  lie  will  undertake  to  confirrA 
the  young  fellow  foon  in  the  principles  of 
Truth  and  Reafon,  which  already  feem  to 
be  fo  ftrong  in  him.  I  have  accordingly 
written,  and  we  expeft  him  here  in  three 
weeks  or  a  month  hence.  Truj>  letter  being 
already  abundantly  too  long,  I  have  only 
room  to  bid  you  Adieu. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXX. 

Lifoon,   1770, 

D£ar  Brother, 

X  T  is  fortunate  I  did  not  write  you  fconef 
what  I  intend  to  make  the  fubjeft  of  the 
prefent  letter ;  for  though  I  could  inform 
you  equally  well  concerning  what  I  my- 
felf  was  prefent  at3  yet  there  were  fome 
preliminary  explanations  very  neceffary, 
with  which  I  am  now  fupplied  by  my  very 
good  friends  Colonel  Priolet  and  Doftor 
Allen.  Indeed  I  mould  find  it  very  hard 
to  fay*  to  which  of  thefe  two  Gentlemen  I 
am  mod  indebted  for  information  con- 
cerning this  country,  where  they  have 
long  refided,  and  are  men  of  good  fenfe, 
and  well  calculated  to  make  proper  obfer* 
Vol,  IL  I  vaticjns. 
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vations.      From  thefe  Gentlemen  I  have 
learned  the  following  circumftances : 

That  the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  till  lately 
Prime  Minifter  here,  had  ever  really 
formed  the  defign  of  fetting  afide  the  pre- 
fent  Queen,  upon  her  father's  deceafe,  not- 
withftanding  her  indifputed  right  to  the 
Throne,  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  enacted  at  the  Cortes  of  Lamego, 
and  to  continue  his  own  adminiftration,  by 
placing  her  fon,  a  minor,  upon  the  Throne, 
is  what  Cannot  be  pofitively  affirmed;  nor 
is-  it  now  likely  it  will  ever  be  certainly 
known;  but,  without  doubt,  fuch  a  thing 
was  ftrongly  fufpefted  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid.  The  Portuguefe  Minifter  had  for 
a  confiderable  time  before  been  fending 
troops,  in  fmall  bodies,  and  as  it  were  by 
ftealth,  to  their  fettlements  in  South  Ame- 
rica ■;  and  new  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and 
one  of.  Artillery,  the  principal  Officers 
whereof  were  fent  from  Europe,  were  form- 
ing -in  the  city  of  the  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the 

chief 
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chief  feat  of  Government  in  the  Brazils, 
under  General  Bohme,  a  German  Officer, 
formerly  in  great  favour  with  the  Count  la 
Lippe,  which  he  forfeited  by  being  Presi- 
dent of  a  Court  Martial,  which  condemned 
and  (hot  Mr.  Graveron,  a  French  Officer 
in  this  fervice,  as  is  faid,  innocently.  At 
any  rate,  circumflances  appeared  favour- 
ably about  the  time  the  Miriifter  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fuch  a  fcheme  in  agitation; 
for  after  having  triumphed  over  the  Jefuits 
in  1773,  and  having  their  Order  abohfned, 
bv  means  of  his  friend  Clement  the  Four- 
teenth;  after  erecting,  in  1775,  in  the 
middle  of  the  great  fquare  of  this  city, 
with  all  the  pomp  and  ceremony  imagin- 
able, an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  the  King  his 
mailer,  with  a  bronze  of  his  own  head5 
larger  than  the  life,  in  the  front  of  the  pe- 
deftal,  he  was  now  more  powerful  than 
ever:  he  was  either  loved  or  feared  by  the 
whole  nation ;  every  thing  plied  readily 
before  him  ;  and  it  was  even  in  his  power, 
I  2  at 
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at  that  time,  to  give  his  country  liberty* 
and  make  them  all  Proteftants,  had  he  been 
fo  minded ;  but  there  was  no  appearance  of 
his  doing  an  aftion  fo  inconfiftent  with  his 
own  domineering  principles.  He  never 
approved  of  the  unfortunate  American  war 
the  Englifh  had  then  begun ;  he  faid,  it  was 
a  difficult  thing  to  go  from  fuch  a  diftance 
and  turn  people  out  from  their  own  fire- 
fides  ;  that  the  Dutch  had  attempted  to  da 
the  fame  bv  them  in  the  Brazils,  but  mif- 
carried ;  and  that  without  doubt  France 
would  affifl  the  Americans.  He  faw  the 
Spaniards  had  received  a  fevere  check  that 
very  year  in  their  ill -conducted  attack 
upon  the  Algerines ;  and,  whatever  was  his 
defign,  trie  Marquis  had  really,  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  1776,  given  orders  for  com- 
pleating  the  Regiments,  and  furnifhing  the 
frontier  Garrifons  of  the  kingdom  with, 
ammunition  and  (lores;  he  gave  out  pub- 
licly, that  he  expefted  a  war  with  Spain, 
and  told  General  Maclean,  who  at  that 

time 
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time  commanded  the  troops  in  Lifbon,  and 
was  his  chief  confidant,  that,  though  he 
had  repeated  affurances  from  the  Court  of 
Madrid  of  their  pacific  difpofition,  yet  he 
knew  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi,  then  Pre- 
mier there,  was  a  man  fo  entirely  void  of 
all  principle  and  honefty,  that  he  could  by 
no  means  truft  him,  and  therefore  it  was 
neceflary  to  be  upon  his  guard ;  but  he 
took  the  alarm  fmcerely,  when,  about  the 
"beginning  of  April  of  the  fame  year,  the 
Spanifh  Ambaffador  waited  on  him  vto  ac- 
quaint him,  that  the  King  his  mafter  in- 
tended fending  a  fquadron  of  twelve  men 
of  war,  with  fome  frigates  to  fea,  purely 
with  a  view  to  manoeuvre  and  teach  the 
young  Officers  and  men  their  duty,  by 
failing   about,  and  pra&ifmg  during  the 
fummer  months  ;  and  he  hoped  his  Moft 
Faithful  Majefty  would  have  no  objection 
to  all  or  any  part  of  that  fleet  putting  into 
the  Port  of  Lifbon,  in  cafe  either  of  ftrefs  of 
weather,  want  of  provifions.  or  any  other 
I  3  accident. 
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accident.  Next  day.  the  French  Ambaffa- 
dor  waited  on  him,  and,  in  much  the  fame 
manner,  informed  him,  that  a  French 
fquadron  was  to  put  to  fea  from  Breft  on 
the  15th  of  that  month,  onboard  of  which 
the  Duke  of  Chartres  was  to  embark.  On 
this,  he  iffued  orders  for  all  the  Regiments 
to  be  ready  to  march  from  their  quarters 
on  the  fhorteft  notice — he  fent  to  England 
for  more  Officers  to  put  into  the  Regi- 
ments— he  fent  to  Germany  for  the  Mare- 
fhal  General  Count  la  Lippe,  who  excufed 
himfelf  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of 
health,  but  recommended  two  cotifms  of 
his  own,  the  Counts  Sh — ~b — eh  and 
O— *-h — n,  who  came,  and  were  employed 
as  Colonels  in  the  fer vice ;  the  former  got 
the  command  of  a  Regiment  in  a  diftant 
province,  but  foon  threw  it  up,  on  account 
of  the  bad  behaviour  of  his  Officers,  and 
left  the  country  a  fnort  time  after;  the  latter 
remained,  and  is  flill  in  the  fervice.  He  is 
relpected  for  his  military  talents,  and  is 

efteemed 
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eftcemed  a  man  of  good  fcnfc,  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  I  fhall  leave  voir 
therefore  to  judge,  if  he  was  ferious  in  the 
miferable  faree  he  exhibited  here  the  other 
day,  in  the  prefcnce  of  the  principal  per- 
fons  both  of  Court  and  City. 

Farther  you  mull  know,  that  immedi- 
ately on  the  Oueen's  aceefhon  to  the 
Crown,  a  number  of  fiarving  and  unprin- 
cipled Foreigners,  among  whom  I  am 
forry  to  include  fome  of  our  own  country 
of  both'  fexes,  availed  themfelves  of  her 
weaknefs  and  known  difpofition  towards 
Catholicifm,  and  pretending  to  become 
converts  to  the  religion  of  the  country,' 
they  took  her  for  godmother  at  the  time . 
of  their  being  baptized  into  the  true 
Church,  by  which  means  they  infured  to 
themfelves  her  protection,  and  often  alfo 
a  trifling  penfion  to  live  on  ;  but  as  this 
happened  only  among  the  ignorant  and 
inferior  ranks  of  people,  the  caufe  of  fo 
many  conversions  at  that  time  was  readily 
I  4  accounted 
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accounted  for:, but  when  Count  G— h— r\ 
adopted  the  refolution  of  going  through 
that  ceremony,  the  fenfible  part  of  the 
public  could  not  fo  eafily  account  for  fuch 
a,falfe  llep,  without  giving  up  the  good 
opinion  they  had  formed  of  him. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Britifh  Envoy 
having,  according  to  promife,  acquainted 
us  with  the  day  and  hour  appointed  for 
the  ceremony ,  we  accompanied  Dr.  Allen 
to  the  Chapel  Royal  of  the  Adjuda.  The 
Envoy  had  fent  beforehand  to  the  prin- 
cipal Sacriftan  of  the  Chapel,  to  whom  he 
was  known,  and  for  a  trifle  had  fecured  a 
fmall  leaked  balcony,  almoft  immediately 
above  the  high  altar,  from  whence  we  could 
fee  every  thing  diftinftly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  have  an  opportunity  of  converfmg 
together,  without  being  in  the  leaft  per- 
ceived. 

Soon  after  we  had  taken  our  polls,  the 
Royal  Family  appeared  in  their  balcony, 
nearly  oppofite  to  where  we  were.     The 

Queen 
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Queen  is  a  decent,  frenVlooking  woman; 
but  as  for  Kin;r  Peter,  our  tawny  King  of 
Spain,  with  his  inonflrous  nofe,  is  quite  aa 
Adonis,  when  compared  to  him :  He  has 
.very  hard  features,  joined  to  a  foolifh 
look,  and  wears  a  very  ill -combed  wig, 
generally  to  one  fide ;  and  though  he  never 
taftes  wine,  yet,  to  my  mind,  he  has  alto- 
gether very  much  the  appearance  of  g 
ftupid  old  guzzling  Englifhman,  about 
two-thirds  drunk.  High  Mafs  ftruck  up  as 
foon  as  the  Oueen  appeared,  with  a  fermoa 
fuited  to  the  occafion ;  and  as  the  whole 
performance  took  up  a  good  deal  of  time, 
we  had  fufficient  opportunities  of  con^ 
verfmg,  and  making  our  obfervations. 

Pray,  Sir,  (faid  Lord  Freeman  to  the 
Doflor)  who  is  that  fmart-looking  little 
man,  with  quick  lively  eyes,  in  converfa- 
tion  with  the  fat  man  next  him?  That 
Gentleman  (replied  the  other)  is  M — - — n 

de  M- o,   Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Ultramarine  department,  a  fiery,  paffion- 

ate, 
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&te,  fnort-fighted  creature,  without  fteadi- 
nefs  fufficient  to  fix  upon  the  object  he 
would  be  at.  When  he  was  called  hither 
from  London,  where  he  was  Ambaffador 
during  part  of  the  late  Adniiniftration,  he 
made  fuch  an  imprudent  and  ill-judged 
noife  about  the  neglected  condition  the 
Army  here  was  fallen  into,  that  inftead  of 
ferving  it,  he  hurt  its  caufe ;  for  the  old 
Marquis  of  Pombal,  (who  would  never 
fuffer  the  fmalleft  competition  of  power) 
to  convince  the  other  of  his  want  of  confe- 
quence  and  authoritv,  made  not  the  leaft 
account  of  his  reprefentations,  and  fuffered 
the  Army  to  go  on  in  its  ufual  flate,  and 
dwindling  downwards,  till  it  has  now  come 
into  the  hands  of  thefe  people  who  have 
entirely  ruined  it.  Mr.  de  M — — o  affected 
a  great  efteem  and  friendfhip  for  the 
Englifh  Officers  in  the  fervice ;  but  was 
nothing  lefs  than  fincere,  for  now  that  they 
are  no  more  in  fa fh ion  at  Court,  he  has 
turned  his  back  upon  them.    It  was  owing 

to 
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to  bis  neglect,  that  the  Spaniards  took  the 
-feitlement  of  the  Ncxba  Column,  upon  thfc 
•Rio  de  la  Plata,  nearly  op  polite  to  Buenos 
Awes,  and  that  without  bring  a  {hot ;  for 
the  Garnfon  was  unprovided  in  every 
„  tiling,  but  a  few  meafures  of  Mandioc 
flour,  and  the  troops  in  Garnfon  had  re- 
ceived no  pay  for  fix  years  before:  and 
indeed  it  did  not  fare  a  ,whit  better  with 
their  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine,  when  the 
Spaniards  came  before  it  in  the  beginning 
of  1777,  though  well  provided  in  every 
thing.  But  what  I  cannot  help  reprobat- 
ing in  the  behaviour  of  this  little  man  is, 
th#t  he  jufliiies  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis 
pi  Xavradio,  then  Viceroy  of  the  Brazil,  who 
{tripped  Captain  Macdowal,  an  able  Eng- 
iilfa  Officer,  who  commanded  their  fleet 
there,  of  his  employments,  ordering  him 
to  be  ignominioufly  put  on  ihore  upon  an 
uninhabited  beach,  without  bringing  him 
\o  any  trial,  for  not  attacking  the  Spaniih 
fleet,  above  double  his  force,  and  that  too 

in 
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in  dire£t  oppofuion  to  the  writteh  inflruc* 
tions  he  had,  figned  by  the  Prime  Minifter 
himfelf.  But  the  fa£i  was,  that  by  this  time 
the  Marquis  of  Pombal  was  no  more  Mi- 
nifter, and  Macdowal  was  made  the  viftim, 
to  cover  the  cowardly  behaviour  of  their 
land  forces,  who  might  have  defended  the 
liland  to  advantage,  and  thereby  furnifhed 
their  Admiral  opportunities  of  diftreffing 
the  Spanifh  fleet  during  the  fiege.  The 
taking  of  St.  Catherine  happened  exaftly 
at  the  time  the  late  King  died,  and  the 
prefent  Queen  thought  herfelf  very  happy 
to  patch  up  a  difgraeeful  peace  foon  after 
with  the  Spaniards,  upon  their  own  terms; 
and  the  little  Secretary  of  State  abandoned 
Macdowal,  inftead  of  fupporting  an  Officer, 
who,  he  was  confcious,  had  done  his  duty; 
though,  perhaps,  as  he  now  {lands,  felfr 
prefervation  might  have  its  {hare  in  his 
motive  for  fo  doing.     Moreover,  Mr.  de 

M o  imagines  he  has  a  rreat  notion  of 

trade-,  merely  bec&ufe  he  refided  lb  long  in 

London; 
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London ;  but  his  grofs  ignorance,  and  ori- 
ginal want  of  education,  are  a  more  than 
fufficientbar  to  all  his  pretenfions  to  know- 
ledge in  that  way.  Would  you  believe 
it,  that  when  he  has  to  multiply  feven  or 
eight  figures  by  the  numbers  five  or  fix,  fo 
ignorant  is  he  of  the  common  multiplica- 
tion table,  that,  to  find  the  product  he 
writes  down  the  figures  of  the  multiplicand 
five  or  fix  times  under  each  other,  and 
then  fums  up  the  whole :  and  yet,  this  little 
compound  of  fupercilioufnefs  and  igno- 
rance is  entrufted  with  authority  to  com- 
mand fo  many  other  perfons,  infinitely 
wifer  and  better  inftrufted  than  himfelf. 
He  has,  befides,  too  great  a  mixture  of 
cruelty  and  ingratitude  in  his  difpofition; 
is  violent,  and  ihort-lived  in  his  friendihips, 
and  in  his  enmities  capricious,  hot,  and 
unrelenting. 

The  fat  purfy  Jewifh-Iooking  man  vou 
fee  the  other  paying  fo  much  court  to,  is 

the  Premier  of  the  day,  the  M s  cf 

A— g— a, 
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A — g — a,  without  whom  nothing  is  dont; 
He  is  Infpector  of  the  Royal  Trealury,  and 
holds  the  purfe-  ft  rings,  Director  of  the 
Dock-yards  and  of  the  Marine,*  and  has ' 
been  all  along  the  great  confidant  of  King 
Peter,  when,  he,, was  the  Infant  Don  Pedro. 
This  circum  fiance,  together  with  that  or 
his  being  the  avowed  antagoniii  of  the  late 
Minificr,  wTas  the  means  of  advancing  him 
to  his  prefent  employments.  His  principal 
merit  conhfis  in  an  inexhaulhble  fund  of 
addrefs,  lowr  cunning,  and  diffimulation ; 
neither  his  talents  nor  integrity  are  once 
to  be  put  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  his 
predeceffor,  nor  has  he  the  fmallei'i  (hare 
of  his  firmnefs  and  refolutiom  His  whole 
bufmefs  feerns  to  be  teraporihng,  which* 
joined  to  his  natural  cunning,  may  be 
iufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  limited  poli- 
tical views  of  this  petty  kingdom,  which; 
are  only  confined  to  felf- prefer vation. 
However,  the  late  peace  he  made  with 
Spain,  would  any  where  elfe  be  reckoned 

infamous^ 
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infamous;  but  as  the  nation  has  no  (hare  in 
the  Government,  they  care  nothing  about 
it,  provided  they  are  allowed  to  trudge  on 
in  their  old  way.  In  regard  to  money 
matters,  he  is  as  great  a  fcrub  as  any  in 
the  nation,  which  may  be  one  good 
rcafon  for  his  being  put  at  the  head 
of  the  Treafury,  where  he  ftarves  every 
thing  and  every  body,  but  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily ;  for  as  he  was  before  exceedingly 
poor,  he  may  now  be  truly  faid  to  make 
his  choux  gras;  and  indeed  in  this,  his  pre- 
deceffor  in  office  fet  him  but  too  ^larin^ 
an  example. 

I  have  obferved  (faid  Freeman)  a  thinner- 
looking  man  in  the  middle,  with  a  fmall 
book  in  his  hands,  extremely  intent  upon 
the  fervice,  with  his  eyes  rivetted  on  the 
altar  and  celebrating  Priefts,  and  who  feems 
to  be  perfectly  ferious  in  his  devotions. 
That  perfon  (faid  the  Doclor)  is  he  whom 
our  Envoy  tranfacls  mod  of  his  bufmefs 
with;  he  is  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the 

Defpatch 
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Defpatch  of  Affairs  with  the  Foreign  Mi- 

niilers ;  his  name  is  Ay — s  de  S a,  a 

good-natured,  eafy,  fimple  man,  the  fymbol 
of  indolence,  and  blind  attachment  to  all 
the  fu perflation  of  religion,  which  is  indeed 
the  whole  of  religion  in  this  country*  He 
thinks  he  is  ferioufly  doing  fomething  when 
he  hears  Mafs,  and  bleflfes  himfelf  a  hundred 
times,  with  the  little  book  of  the  office, 
which  he  devoutly  carries  with  him  every 
where,  carefully  prefer ved  in  a  neat  pocket- 
cafe.  Although  Secretary  of  the  War  De- 
partment,  nobody  who  knows  him,  does 
him  the  injuftice  to  fuppoie  he  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  War,  and  the 
direction  of  an  Army,  than  with  any  thing 
elfe,  except  faying  his  prayers,  accompany- 
ing the  Sacrament,  killing  the  fleeve  or 
fcapulary  of  every  dirty  Fryar  he  meets* 
and  having  a  particular  concern  for,  and 
care  of  the  private  interefts,  of  poor  little 
Self. 

Pray, 
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Pray,  Sir,  (faid  I  to  the  Doftor)  who 
may  that  tall  lufty  man  be,  who  (lands  be- 
hind the  King?  he  is  in  a  uniform,  and  has 
the  face  of  a  eunuch,  without  the  appear- 
ance of  any  beard,  I  can  difcern  at  this 
diftance.      That  Gentleman   (replied  he, 
laughing)  is  the  famous  C — de  da  P — te, 
a  Lord  of  the  King's  Bed-chamber,  a  Bri- 
gadier General,  and  Colonel  of  a  Regiment 
of  Infantry.    His  Lady,  who  (as  ufual)  was 
married  to  him  contrary  to  her  inc I; nation, 
foon  after  loft  her  fenfes,  (and  I  think  no 
wonder)  when  (he  found  herfelf  buckled  to 
fuch  a  phantom  of  a  hufband ;  an  empty 
tun,  much  noife,  no  fubfiance ;  the  verieit 
Fanfaron  in  love,  in  learning,  in  politics; 
and  in  military  affairs  ;   and  would  mpft 
probably  fhew  himfeif  the  verier!  counter- 
feit too,  on  hearing  the  firft  whizzing  of  a 
cannon-ball;  a  great  jefter,  and  a  man  of 
repartee,  who  fets  the  table  in  a  roar,  with- 
out the  aid  of  wine  or  ftrong  liquors,  the 
greateft  merit  he  has.     He  hates  the  Car- 
Vol.  II.  K  '  dinal 
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dinal  Inquifi tor-General  and  Regent  of  the 
Juftice,  (whom  you  fee  in  the  balcony  on 
the  King's  left,  and  who  is  really  a  dunce, 
if  there  is  one  in  the  kingdom)  though  al- 
ways with  the  greateft  external  (hew  of 
friendfhip  and  refpeft  to  him.  The  Count, 
on  a  late  occafion,  vifiting  the  Cardinal's 
library,  (which  he  keeps  purely  from  often- 
tation,  for  he  can  hardly  read)  with  a  good 
number  of  other  company,  was  refolved  to 
have  a  hit  at  his  Eminence;  and  afking  the 
Librarian,  an  old  Fryar,  what  number  of 
volumes  he  thought  there  might  be  in  his 
Eminence's  colleflion?  The  other  anfwered, 
he  belie  ved  they  were  about  eleven  thoufand* 
"  Yes,  yes,  friend,  (replied  the  Count  face- 
tioufly)  they  are  the  eleven  thoufand  Vir- 
gins." The  Count  is  otherwife  a  very  (hal- 
low fellow,  not  to  be  trufled,  and  faithlefs 
as  a  perjured  lover;  which  is  indeed  a  na- 
tional defeft,  as  they  make  it  a  general  rule 
to  fuit  their  difcourfe  to  what  they  believe 
to  be  the  complexion  of  thofe  they  talk 

with, 
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with,  paying  very  little  regard  to  truth, 
candour,  or  fincerity. 

Do  you  remark  the  Gentleman  who 
(lands  near  him?  (continued  the  Doftor) 
He,  you  will  allow,  has  more  the  face  and 
appearance  of  a  foldier,  and  is  really  one 
oPthe  beft  among  them;  it  is  truly  a  pity 
he  has  not  received  fome  fort  of  corre- 
fpondent  education,  for  he  has  a  ftrong 
natural  turn  to  be  a  man  of  honour  and 
an  Officer ;  but  now  from  unavoidable  ne- 
ceffity,  there  has  entered  fuch  a  degree  of 
alloy  into  the  compofition  of  his  charafter, 
that  it  will  be  hard  to  guefs  right  at  it ; 
yet,  one  may  fafely  pronounce,  that,  by 
any  comparifon  with  moft  of  his  country- 
men, it  will  appear  highly  to  advantage ; 
and  the  fame  may  be  faid  with  refpeft  to 
his  learning,  and  the  qualities  of  his  mind : 
there  is,  however,  one  part  of  his  beha- 
viour I  have  been  too  credibly  informed 
of,  which  I  am  forry  for,  and  am  very  far 
K  2  from 
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from  relifhing,  and  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of 
the  effecls  of  a  bad  education  upon  the 
beft  natural  difpofitions.  It  feems  that,  on 
the  death  of  the  late  King,  many  of  the 
Nobility  imagined  the  Marquis  of  Pombal 
had  formed  an  intention  of  retaining  all 
authority  in  his  own  hands,  even  in  fpite 
of  any  declaration  the  Queen  mould  make 
to  the  contrary ;  and  upon  this  fuppofi- 
tion,  when  they  came  to  the  palace,  on 
occafion  of  that  Minifter's  taking  his  leave 
of  the  Queen,  they  were  all  provided  with 
their  facas  de  Ponta,  ftabbing  knives,  in- 
order  to  have  immediately  difpatched  the 
old  man,  in  cafe  he  made  any  fuch  attempt, 
which  was  the  farther!  thing  from  his 
thoughts.  So  that,  after  his  audience  of 
the  Queen,  when  he  came  out,  and  was  no 
more  Minifter,  his  very  appearance  and 
countenance  ftill  ftruck  terror,  as  it  had  fo 
long  done,  into  thefe  pitiful  Fidalgos,  who 
were  ready  to  embrue  their  hands  in  his 

blood, 
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blood,  and  they  accompanied  him  as  ufual 
to  his  carriage,  with  every  mark  of  refpeft. 
Now,  wThat  provokes  and  mortifies  me,  on 
account  of  this  Gentleman  the  Marquis 

das  M s,  whom  I  really  efteemed,  is, 

not  only  that  he  fhould  have  entered  into 
this  mean  dirty  plot,  but  that  he  mould 
have  afterwards  boafted  of  their  bafe  and 
treacherous  intention  againft  the  old  Mar- 
quis. 

Our  attention  wTas  nowr  taken  up  with 
the  enormous  nonfenfe  uttered  by  a  tall 
flout  Dominican  Fryar,  who  had  mounted 
the  pulpit  to  preach  the  fermon.  With  a 
Stentorian  voice  he  was  expatiating  on  the 
fuperior  merit  of  thofe  who  employ  them- 
felves  in  making  converts  to  the  only  true 
religion  under  Heaven.  He  then  intro- 
duced a  pompous  relation  of  the  number- 
lefs  converfion  of  Heretics  and  Infidels  ; 
his  owTn  holy  Patriarch,  St.  Dominic,  had 
employed  his  whole  blelfed  life  in  making 
K  3  in 
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in  almoft  every  country  of  Europe,  among 
the  wicked  Albigenfes,  the  Proteflants  in 
Germany  and  France,  and  the  Jews  and 
Moors  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  without 
ufmg  any  manner  of  force  or  compulfion, 
as  he  affured  his  audience,  but  fuch  as  pro- 
ceeded from  the  witnefling  the  ftupendous 
miracles  he  performed,  and  from  the  fword 
of  the  word,  which  iffued  from  his  mouth ; 
and  he  added,  that  from  that  time  to  this, 
no  Prince  or  Monarch  had  ever  been  fo 
zealous  in  the  encouraging  of  converts  to 
Holy  Church,  as  her  Moft  Auguft  and 
Faithful  Majefty  there  prefent,  for  which 
God  and  our  bleffed  Lady  would  amply 
reward  her,  by  granting  her  peace  and 
profperity  in  this  world,  and  a  crown  of 
glory  in  the  next.  Let  the  numberlefs 
converfions  (faid  he)  wrought  in  this  moft 
illuftrious  Court,  fmce  her  Majefty 's  happy 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  witnefs  for  the 
truth  of  what  I  fay — let  the  fullen  French 

Huguenots, 
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Huguenots,  the  reprobate  Englifh  Heretics, 
and  the  German  followers  of  the  cruel 
Calvin  and  impious  Luther,  who  have 
in  fuch  numbers  been  baptized  into  the 
holy  Faith  within  thefe  walls,  declare  whe- 
ther her  Majefty's  piety  or  generofity  have 
been  mod  forward  in  encouraging  them 
tb  renounce  their  abominable  errors,  and 
profefs  themfelves  the  humble  and  docile 
fons  of  the  only  infallible  Church  upon 
earth.  Oh !  that  I  had  the  voice  of  a 
thoufand  Angels,  (exclaimed  tne  preacher 
in  a  ftill  louder  tone)  fufficiently  to  ac- 
knowledge the  goodnefs  of  Providence,, 
in  fending  us  fuch  a  holy  Queen  ;  and  to 
thank  my  own  glorious  Patriarch,  Su 
Dominic,  for  having  infpired  me,  the 
weakeft  and  moft  unworthy  of  all  his 
children,  with  eloquence,  with  arguments, 
and  rhetoric  fufficient  to  reduce  and  over- 
come the  powerful  reafoning  and  well 
framed  objections  of  the  noble  Neo- 
phyte, whom  we  are  now  about  to  ad- 
K  4  mit 
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mi.t  into  the  bofom   of  the   holy  vifible 
Church. 

The  Neophyte  himfelf  now  appeared, 
where  every  thing  was  prepared  for  the 
ceremony  of   baptizing  him :    the   King 
and  Queen  flood   Sponfors    at   the  font, 
and  the   eyes   of  thefe  two  Royal   Per- 
fonages  filled  with  joy,  while  the  Sacra- 
ment was  celebrating.     As  foon  as  it  was 
over,  the  Queen  moli  gracioufly  went  up 
to   the   new-born   Chriflian,    and   wiping 
with  her  handkerchief  fome  drops  of  the 
holy  water  which  had  fallen  on  the  collar 
of  his  fhirt,  ftie  told  him  (lie  hoped  that 
would  not  be  the   caufe  of  his  catching 
cold,  as,  {he  aflured  him,  it  was  a  fort  of 
water  which  never  did  harm  to  any  one. 
The  whole  Court  now  came  up  to  him  as 
he  flood  near  her  Majefty,  and  wifhed  him 
joy,  while  Te  Deum  was  performing  with 
excellent  voices  and  mufic,  to  complete  fo 
auguft  a  ceremony. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  obliged  to  draw  out  this 
letter  to  an  uncommon  length,  on  account 
of  my  fubjeft,  and  could  ftill  make  great 
additions  to  it ;  for  it  is  an  event  which, 
to  have  happened  in  our  days,  mud  ap- 
pear extraordinary  and  almoft  incredible 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  but  where  we 
are.     Farewell. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXXI. 


Lifbon,   1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

VV  HEN  I  take  up  the  pen  to  write 
you,  I  am  literally  often  tempted  to  throw 
it  down  again,  and  flop  fhort,  from  the 
fuppofition  that  you  muft  imagine  I  am 
impofing  on  you,  and  vamping  up  fome 
old  legendary  tales  I  have  met  with  in 
Spain  or  here,  in  a  modern  drefs,  fo  as  to 
pafs  them  upon  you  for  fo  many  fafts 
aftually  happening  at  this  time ;  nay,  I  am 
confident,  fome  of  the  accounts  I  fend  muft 
ftrike  you  in  that  light,  for  I  know  they 
would  appear  fo  even  at  Madrid,  I  mean 
at  Court,  becaufe,   though  I  apprehend 

there 
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there  is  little  difference  between  the  degree 
of  darknefs,  igrorance  and  fuperftition,  in 
which,  generally  fpeaking,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  provinces  both  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, are  immerfed ;  yet,  now  I  have  feen 
the  Court  here,  I  can  affure  you,  that  with 
regard  to  the  two,  the  cafe  is  widely  dif- 
ferent. I  am  acquainted  with  numbers  of 
Spani'i  Gentlemen  at  Court,  in  the  Army, 
and  even  in  the  Church,  of  the  moil  un- 
confined  and  liberal  fentimerits,  who  anxi- 
oufly  wilh  for  an  entire  revolution  in  the 
eccleiiaftical  polity  of  their  country;  but 
who,  from  patriotic  and  philofophical 
motives,  remain  quiet  and  refigned,  as 
they  behold  with  grief  and  regret,  the 
prefent  Clergy  ftill  too  powerful,  and  that 
mens'  minds  in  general  are  not  yet  fuffi- 
ciently  prepared  for  fuch  a  falutary  change ; 
but  who,  even  now,  would  never  permit 
fuch  a  ludicrous  fcene  to  be  reprefented  at 
Court,  as  Count  O — h — n  has  jufl  exhi- 
bited.     In  fact,  when  we  reflect  on  the 

abfurdity, 
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abfurdity,  or  rather  the  impofnbility  of  a 
man  of  probity,  honour,  and  true  principle 
changing  his  religion— when  we  confider 
that  he  will  never  find  any  thing  better 
than  the  love  of  truth  and  virtue,  of  God 
and  his  neighbour,  to  which  he  can  at- 
tach himfelf,  and  that  he  never  can  com- 
prehend, under  the  venerable  name  of  re- 
ligion, all  that  heterogeneous  variety  of 
monftrous  dogmas,  or  the  difgraceful,  in- 
decent, and  childim  practices  and  creeds, 
which  conftitute  the  factitious  modes  of 
worfhip  we  fee  employed  almoft  every 
where  in  the  CHriftian  world  at  prefent,  it 
becomes  fo  much  the  more  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  the  behaviour  of  the  Neophyte, 
whofe  converfion  I  defcribed  to  you  in  my 
laft  letter :  he,  who  for  forty  years  before, 
had  I:  c  th  the  Proteftant  and  Roman  modes 
of  worfhip  under  his  eye,  and  might  much 
earlier  have  made  the  change  in  filence^ 
without  rifking  the  lofs  of  his  reputation. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  without  real  concern, 

that 
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that  thofe  perfons,  who  before  refpc&ed 
his  parts,  talents,  and  capacity,  are  under 
the  grating  neceffity  of  afTigning  for  the 
motives  of  his  condutr,  fuch  as  muft  en-  * 
tirely  ruin  him  in  their  good  opinion. 

But,  what  is  fiill  worfe,  if  we  take  a 
comparative  view  of  all  the  other  different 
modes  of  worfnip  now  in  fafhion,  they  will 
appear  infinitely  fenfible,  decent,  and  eli- 
gible, when  compared  with  that  which  our 
Neophyte  has  jufl  adopted ;  and  I  myfelf 
know  multitudes  of  perfons  in  Spain,  who 
would  be  tranfported  with  the  thoughts  of 
having  it  in  their  power  to  throw  it  oft'; 
and,  to  talk  coolly  and  temperately  of  it, 
we  muft  admit,  that  the  Popifh  worfhip  is, 
all  together,  fuch  a  bundle  of  corruption, 
of  contradiftion,  and  of  the  quinteffence  of 
the  old  Pagan  and  Jewifti  fuperftitious 
praftices,  collected  into  one  mafs  of  the 
moft  glaring  impofition  tliat  ever  was  held 
up  to  the  contempt  of  the  fenfible  part 
of  the  world,  that  it  is  now  univerfc.lly 

hooted 
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hooted  at  and  defpifed  by  men  of  fenfe, 
in  thofe  very  countries  where  the  civil 
Government  ftill  protefts  its  praftice ;  for, 
being  begotten  and  conjured  into  exift- 
ence  at  a  period  of  the  groffeft  ignorance, 
and  foftered  in  thofe  times  which  proved 
the  moft  fatal  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind,  it  was  a  natural  confequence, 
that,  as  foon  as  men  recovered  their  liberty 
with  the  free  ufe  of  their  reafon,  and  durft 
look  the  many-headed  monfter  in  the  face, 
they  fhould  be  feized  with  a  generous  in- 
dignation at  the  thoughts  of  having  been  ' 
fo  long  hood-winked,  and  induced  to  bend 
their  necks  to  the  fafcinating  power  of  fuch 
a  phantom. 

But  to  return  to  the  Court. As  I 

hinted  above,  it  is  exceedingly  different 
from  that  of  Madrid ;  thofe  of  it  whom  I 
have  converfed  with  feem  to  be  diffident 
and  fhy  in  communicating  with  foreigners; 
moft  of  them  are  either  overcharged  with 
fat,  or  have  a  difeafed  and  fickly  look — 

the 
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the  beft-looking  family  here  is  that  of  the 

Marquis  of  M 1 — a,  and  even  in  them, 

though  handfome,  it  is  eafy  to  trace  that 
blue  Jewifh  tint  in  their  features,  by  which 
all  the  children  of  Abraham  are  fo  diftin- 
guifliable.  Before  I  go  farther,  I  (hall  give 
you  another  inftance  of  the  amufements  of 
this  Court. 

You  muft  know,  that  on  the  firft  Friday 

of  Lent,  there  is  a  great  general  proceffion 

here,  in  commemoration  of  our  Saviour's 

being  led  out  of  Jerufalem,  bearing  his 

c*rofs  to  be  crucified ;  and  it  happened  that 

we  dined  by  invitation  the  preceding  day 

at  a  houfe  near  the  Church  of  St.  Roque. 

After  dinner,  fome  of  the  company  pro- 

pofed  a  party  to  that  Church,  to  fee  the 

King,   Queen,  and  Court,  who  were  to 

come  that  evening,  being  the  eve  of  the 

proceffion,  to  kifs  os  pes  do  Senkor,  the 

eet  of  the  Lord.     You  will  remark,  they 

io  not  fay  the  feet  of  an  image  or  figure 

f  the  Lord;  and  you  will  fee  by  the  fe- 

queJ, 
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quel,  the  obfervation  verified,  "  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  admit  of  images,  and  prevent 
idolatry."    This  figure  of  our  Saviour  was 
much  larger  than  the  life,  and  was  kneel- 
ing on  one  knee,  and  rifing  on  the  other 
leg,  in  the  aft  of  lifting  up  the  heavy  crofs 
laid  upon  its  moulders.     It  was  fet  out  in 
the  middle  of  the  Church,  ready  to  be 
carried  in  a  kind  of  private  proceflion  that 
evening,  to  the  Church  of  the  Convent  of 
Grace,  in  a  diftant   quarter  of  the  city, 
from  whence  the  grand  proceflion  was  to 
fet  out  the  next  day  ;  and  thofe  who  were 
to  accompany  it,  only  waited  the  arrival 
of  the  Court,  to  pay  their  devotions  be- 
fore they  began  the  proceflion.      In  the 
mean  time,  by  the  intervention  of  a  little 
money,  the  Sacriftan  carried  our  company 
to  furvey  the  miraculous  Image.   After  we- 
had  kifled  its  foot,  he  (hewed  us  a  deep 
wound  in  the  leg,  which  a  Jew  had  given 
it  with  a  knife,  with  which  he  ftabbed  it, 
on  being  permitted  to  approach  it,  under 

pretence 
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pretence  of  worshipping  it ;  the  Sccriftan 
affured  us3  that  the  knife  of  the  infamous 
Jew  pierced  deep  into  the  leg,  the  fame  as 
if  it  had  been  made  of  flefh ;  that  there 
iffued  from  the  wound  a  quantity  of  bloody 
which  was  preferved  at  the  time ;  that  he 
kept  it  carefully  in   his   Sacrifly,   and  it 
would  be  expofed  on  the  great  altar  next 
day  for  the  veneration  of  the  faithful :  he 
alfo  (hewed  us  the  marks  of  teeth  on  ano- 
ther part  of  the  fame  leg,  which,  he  affured 
us,  happened  after  the  following  manner: 
An  infidel  Moor  came  to  Lifbon  upon 
fome  bufmefs,  and  a  zealous  Dominican 
Fryar,  whofe  name  I  cannot  now  recolleQ^ 
undertook  to  convert  him :    after  many 
battles  for  and  againfl  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion>   the  Moor  attacked  his  antagonift 
mod  feverely,  on  the  article  of  having 
Images,  which  all  the  Mahometans  deteft; 
the  Fryar,   to  fupport  the   authority  of 
Images,  told  him  what  happened  to  this 
Image  when  the  Jew  ftabbed  it ;  to  which 
Vol.  IL  L  the 
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the  other  replied,,  he  did  not  believe  it, 
but  defired  to  fee  the  mark ;  accordingly 
the  next  day,  the  Fryar  eondu&ed  him  to 
the  Church  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  Moor 
approaching  with  his  head,  as  if  to  exa- 
mine the  wound  more  attentively,  gave  the 
leg  a  bite ;  when,  to  his  utter  confufion 
and  aftonifhment,  he  found  the  leg  was 
warm  flefh,  which  yielded  to-  his  teeth, 
and  they  entered  deep  into  it.  The  fame 
Moor  was  immediately  baptized,  and 
ferved  many  years  after  as  Under-Sacriftan 
of  this  very  Church,,  and  died  in  the  great- 
eft  odour  of  fanctity.  I  certainly  law  the 
marks  of  teeth  in  the  leg ;  but  whether  it 
proceeded  from  the  caufe  our  eonduftor 
alleged,  I  lhall  leave  you  to  determine: 
however,  the  Sacriftan  told  us>  that  the 
Image  has  been  held  in  the  higheft  vene- 
ration ever  fmce,  and  fo  much  refpefted, 
that  the  Royal  Family  and  the  Court  came 
yearly  on  the  vefper  of  the  procefiion  to 
worfhip  it ;  and  indeed  he  had  hardly  done 

fpeakinr 
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fpeakihg  when  they  came  in,  and  after 
mumbling  their  prayers,  with  every  mark 
of  diftra&ion  and  difregard,  they  ap- 
proached and  kifled  the  foot  with  the  ut- 
moft  devotion  on  their  knees,  to  the  edifi- 
cation of  a  Church  full  of  fpe&ators. 

After  their  Majefties  and  this  Court  had 
taken  their  leaves,  and  the  proceffion  had 
left  the  Churchy  the  Sacriftan,  pleafed  with 
the  pecuniary  attention  we  paid  him,  led  us 
to  fee  the  famous  Chapel  of  St.  John  the 
Baptift,  which  King  John  the  Fifth  had 
got  made  entirely  at  Rome,  at  a  moft  enor- 
mous expence.  In  order  to  confecrate  it^ 
the  Pope  faid  the  firft  Mafs  in  it  there; 
after  which,  it  was  taken  all  to  pieces, 
carefully  packed  up,  and  brought  hither 
with  the  fame  artificers  who  made  it,  to 
let  it  up  again,  with  a  magnificent  gold 
lamp,  and  two  prodigious  candlefticks  of 
maffive  filver  gilt,  and  weighing  above 
eighteen  ftone  each.  After  examining 
this  Chapel,  full  of  beautiful  Mofaic  paint- 
L  2  ings. 
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ings,  the  Sacriftan  led  us  to  the  great  altary 
where,  drawing  afide  a  long  damafk  cur- 
tain, there  was  difcovered  a  magnificent 
Image  of  the  Virgin,  with  the  Child  Jefus 
in  her  arms :  the  Virgin  was  dreffed  out  in 
fplendid  robes,  {hining  with  gold,  and  a 
Crown,  ornamented  with  large  ftones  of 
various  colours,  encircled  her  head ;  fhe 
flood  upon  the  Moon,  in  the  form  of  a 
crefcent,  and  all  around  her  were  painte4 
numbers  of  ftars  in  gold,  upon  an  azure 
ground,  and  fhe  had  the  title  or  invoca- 
tion of  (Nojfa  Senhora  do  Empyreo)  our 
Lady  of  the  Empyraeum ;  the  Child  had 
a  fmall  globe  in  one  hand,  and  a  fceptre 
in  the  other.  But  what  conftituted  the 
miraculous  in  this  Image  was,  the  infor- 
mation of  the  friendly  Sacriflan,  who  had 
put  on  confecrated  gloves,  and  his  ftola 
over  his  furplice,  before  he  durfl  prefume 
to  look  at  it. 

The  account  he  gave  us  was,  that  the 
Child  Jefus,  whom  we  there  faw  in  his 

mother's 
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mother's  arms,  grew  fenfibly  every  year ; 
that  they  cut  his  finger  and  toe  nails  fre- 
quently, the  parings  whereof  he  had  care- 
fully preferred ;  and  he  affured  us  farther, 
it  was  regiftered  in  the  hiftorical  Minutes  of 
the  Church,  (which  he  offered  to  (hew  us) 
that,  about  two  hundred  years  ago,  the 
Child  ufed  to  defcend  from  its  mother's 
arms,  at  the  invitation  of  two  children  of 
its  own  fize,  who  then  came  into  the  Church 
to  vifit  it,  and  that  they  had  been  often 
feen  all  three  together,  eating  their  after- 
noon's luncheon,  viercnda,  upon  the  fteps  of 
the  altar — that  afterwards  the  Child  Jefus 
informed  them,  they  would  be  called  to 
Heaven  on  the  next  Afcenfion-day  after  he 
fpoke  to  them,  as  it  accordingly  happened, 
and  they  were  both  found  dead  on  their 
knees  before  the  Virgin,  with  their  hands 
joined  in  the  attitude  of  praying;  that  their 
relicks  were  carefully  preferved  under  the 
fame  altar,  and  a  yearly  feftival  had  been 
L  3  inflituted 
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inftituted  there  in  commemoration  of  fuch 
a  miracle. 

After  this,,  the  $acrifian  {hewed  us  ^ 
famous  Crucifix,  which  was  brought  and 
delivered  to  the  venerable  Father  Mon- 
toya,  by  the  hands  of  Angels ;  and  afiured 
us  it  was  afierted  from  ancient  tradition, 
that  it  had  been  often  heard  in  converfa- 
tion  with  him. 

The  difcreet  Sacriftan  feemed  very  well 
difpofed  to  entertain  us  wTith  relations  of 
that  force  and  confequence,  in  all  which  it 
was  evident  he  fpoke  from  his  heart,  and 
as  he  believed;  but  it  was  no  Jefs  evident 
he  was  disordered  in  his  fenfes,  and  on  en- 
quiry, I  find  he  belongs  to  a  family  of  great 
diftinftion  here,  but  having,  when  young, 
committed  a  murder,  accompanied  with 
the  mod  aggravating  circumftances  of 
horror,  not  to  difgrace  his  relations,  he  had 
been  permitted  to  run  away  to  Rome, 
where,  for  a  long  time,  he  did  penance 
among  the  other  Portuguefe  Jews,  upon  the 

fteps 
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fteps  of  St.  Peter's,  till  he  at  laft  obtained 
his  pardon,  and  was  fent  back  with  recom- 
mendatory letters  to  Portugal,  on  the  con- 
dition that  he  was  to  ferve  as  Sacriftan  in 
the  Church  where  we  found  him.  Such 
is  the  Court,  and  fuch  a  great  part  of  the 
Nobility  of  this  country.  The  Spanifh 
Nobility  is  not  fo, 

Adieu. 


L  4  LET- 
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Lifbon,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

,/jlS  I  look  upon  the  confideration  of 
practical  examples  of  things  which  really 
happen  in  a  country,  as  the  beft  criterion 
by  which  we  can  form  a  proper  judgment 
of  its  manners  and  cuftorns,  I  (hall,  as  oc- 
cafion  offers,  furnifh  you  with  fome  ex- 
amples of  that  kind,  in  the  coiirfe  of  my 
correfpondence^  taking  care  that  m^  infor- 
mation be  drawn  from  the  moft  authentic 
quarter  circumftances  will  admit  of;  and 
in  this  I  have  reafon  to  believe  I  have  been 
Angularly  happy  fmce  my  arrival,  by 
means  of  Do&or  Allen  and  Colonel  Priolet, 

and 
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and  efpecially  this  laft  Gentleman,  who  is 
daily  laying  me  under  frefh  obligations,  by 
his  repeated  civilities. 

I  went  with  Lord  Freeman,  by  appoint- 
ment, to  breakfaft  with  Priolet  the  other 
morning,  after  which  he  was  to  conduct  us 
to  the  levee  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  and  introduce  us 
to  his  Excellency  the  Vifcount  of  Villa 
Nova. 

As  foon  as  we  had  breakfafted,  we  got 
into  our  carriages,  and  fet  out  for  the  Mi- 
nifter's  palace  of  the  Adjuda.  On  our 
arrival,  Priolet  fent  in  word  to  him,  that 
he  was  there  with  two  Englifh  Officers,  to 
pay  their  refpefts  to  him ;  and  though  it 
was  rather  early,  wre  found  the  rooms 
crowded  with  people  of  all  denominations, 
mixed  together,  and  of  both  fexes.  The 
women  were  all  drefled  in  black ;  feveral 
of  them  had  very  long  trains  dragging  after 
them  as  they  walked.  Priolet  went  up  to 
an  Officer  he  faw  in  a  corner  of  one  of  the 

apartments. 
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apartments,  with  whom  he  had  fome  flight 
acquaintance.  After  the  ufual  falutations, 
the  Officer  told  us,  we  would  be  difap- 
pointed  if  we  expe&ed  to  fpeak  with  his 
Excellency  the  Vifcount  for  thefe  two 
hours,  as  he  was  yet  in  bed,  Priolet  then 
afted  him,  to  what  purpofe  he  himfelf,  as 
well  as  all  that  crowd,  had  repaired  thither 
fo  foon?  The  Officer  faid  he  could  not 
take  upon  him  to  anfwer  that  queftion* 
any  farther  than  what  concerned  himfelf 
and  two  or  three  friends  prefent,  whom 
he  met  regularly  for  almoft  thefe  two 
years  paft,  and  who  fpend  their  time  as 
Agreeably  in  converfation  there,  as  they 
could  do  any  where  elfe.  We  divert  our- 
felves  (faid  another  oldifh  black-looking 
man,  with  a  tye-wig)  as  well  as  we  can, 
in  talking  over  the  paft  hiftory  of  our 
lives,  and  informing  each  other  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  which  brings  us  here  to  reprefent  our 
affairs  to  her  Majefty's  Minifters.  We 
fhould  be  very  glad  (faid  Priolet  politely  to 

them) 
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them)  to  be  admitted  members  of  your 
temporary  fociety,  and  after  hearing  the 
accounts  you  give  of  yourfelves,  alio  to 
contribute  what  is  in  our  power  to  enter- 
tain you.  They  all  approved  much  what 
Priolet  propofed,  and  even  feemed  much 
flattered  to  fee  Englishmen  mix  fo  fami- 
liarly with  them  ;  they  immediately  made 
room  for  us  to  fit  down,  and  after  a  good 
many  compliments  about  who  mould  fpeak 
firft,  the  fame  little  black  man  began  as 
follows ; 

"  Gentlemen  arid  my  matters,  I  am  a 
Notary  Public  in  the  city  of  Lifbon,  and, 
as  you  fee,  well  advanced  in  years.  I  mar- 
ried a  long  time  ago  a  very  handfome  Irifh 
girl,  then  an  attendant  in  the  family  and 
houfe  of  Lourical,  which  has  always  been 
the  patron  and  proteftor  of  outs.  I  pofi- 
tively  adored  my  deareft  wife,  and  believed 
nothing  on  earth  was  equal  to  her;  {he 
was  indeed  a  Saint,  and  too  good  for  this 
world,  for  fhe  was  a  great  devotee  jf  our 

Lady, 
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Lady  of  the  Rock  of  France* ';  fhe  had  not 
lived  with  me  quite  a  twelvemonth,  when 
our  Lady  was  pleafed  to  take  her  to  herfelf ; 
fhe  died  in  childbed,  leaving  me  a  fine  boy, 
perfectly  her  own  pifture.  My  only  confo- 
lation  upon  fuch  a  heavy  lofs,  was  the  care 
and  education  of  my  boy  Jafper,  in  which 
I  fpared  neither  labour  nor  expence,  to 
procure  him  inftruftion,  fuch  as  fuited  the 
fon  of  an  honeft  white  man,  in  my  fmall 
fphere  of  life :  my  endeavours  were  crowned 
with  fuccefs — my  boy  fpeaks  and  writes 
French  as  well  as  he  does  his  own  language ; 
underftands  Englilh,  and  writes  as  fine  a 
hand  as  any  Clerk  in  Lifbon ;  and  was  juft 
becoming  of  infinite  ufe  to  me,  as  I  could 
not  apply  fo  conftantly  to  writing  as  I  did 
in  my  younger  days — as  to  his  perfon,  he 

*  A  celebrated  Convent  of  Auftin  Fryars  in  Lifbon, 
where  there  is  a  miraculous  Image  of  the  Virgin.  The 
walls  of  the  Church  are  covered  with  the  trophies  and 
memorials  of  the  various  miracles  fhe  has  performed,  in 
favour  of  her  votaries. 

is 
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is  tall,  and  ftraight  as  a  poplar,  has  exa&ly 
his  mother's  countenance,  with  a  com- 
plexion as  clear  and  bright  as  that  of  any 
Foreigner.  In  fhort,  Gentlemen,  I  was 
proud  of  my  fine  lad,  and,  till  thefe  two 
years  paft,  happy  in  his  company ;  when 
the  fnares  of  an  infamous  woman,  with 
his  own  want  of  experience,  deprived  me 
of  him,  and  have  well  nigh  proved  my 
ruin. 

"  You  all  know,  Gentlemen,  there  is  a 
prodigious  rich  man  in  the  city,  of  the 

name  of  B S M da  C — ta, 

a  new  Chriflian,  or  rather  a  Jew,  for  he  is 
one  by  generation,  and  by  his  aftions :  the 
two  ruling  paffions  of  this  man's  life  are 
gaming  and  women;  and  in  the  firft  he  is 
as  prodigal,  as  he  is  niggardly  in  his  ex- 
pences  wTith  the  latter,  at  the  fame  time  that 
variety  of  women  is  his  delight ;  and  in 
order  to  clear  himfelf  of  thofe  he  becomes 
tired  of,  and  to  make  room  for  others,  he  by 
his  authority,  or  by  means  of  Empenhos, 

either 
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cither  gets  them  creditably  married,  02? 
puts  them  into  Convents  as  Nuns  or  at- 
tendants ;  and  all  this  with  furprifing  little 
expence.  Among  others  he  had  in  his 
keeping,  there  was  an  Italian  Opera-* 
dancer,  and  becoming  very  foon  tired  of 
her,  becaufe  he  found  her  monftroufly  ex- 
penfive,  a  certain  Trinitarian  Fryar,  a 
great  companion  of  his  at  the  gaming- 
table, and  who  had  won  a  good  deal  of  his 
money  there,  undertook  to  rid  him  of  her, 
and  get  her  well  married,  provided  he 
would  engage  her  to  indulge  him  fome- 
times  with  her  company,  for  which  he  faid 
he  had  the  rnoitpreffing  and  ardent  incli- 
nation. This  bufinefs  being  very  foon  ad- 
julted,  the  Fryar,  who  had  before  fome 
flight  acquaintance  with  my  fon,  invited 
him  fometimes  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Opera,  entertained  him  in  converfation, 
and  offered  to  procure  him  a  commiilion 
in  any  of  the  Regiments  in  Lifbon,  by 
means  of  his  own  coufin  the  Queen's  Con- 

feffor ; 
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feffor ;  telling  him  what  a  pity  it  was  fo 
fine  a  young  fellow  fhould  drive  a  quill, 
inftead  of  making  a  figure  in  the  Army. 
This  flattered  the  boy's  vanity  exceedingly, 
and  he  confidered  the  Fryar  as  his  beft 
friend.  In  fome  time  after,  they  again 
went  to  the  Opera,  wThen  it  happened  this 
dancing- woman  performed  her  part  fo 
well,  as  to  be  repeatedly  applauded  by  the 
audience;  among  others,  my  boy,  hardly 
twenty,  was  in  raptures,  and  told  his  friend 
he  had  never  beheld  fuch  an  enchanting 
creature  in  his  life.  The  Frvar  affured 
him,  that,  if  he  had  a  mind,  he  fhould  fup 
with  her  at  his  private  lodgings  that  very 
night,  which  they  accordingly  did.  After 
fupper,  the  Fryar  pretended  to  be  taken 
fuddenly  ill,  and  therefore  my  fon  muft 
accompany  the  lady  home,  where  he  palled 
the  night  with  her. 

"  Briefly,  in  about  a  month  after,  I  was 
never  more  furprized  in  my  whole  life  than 
when  I  faw  the  Vicar- General  of  Lifbon. 

followed 
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followed  by  his  Alcaides  and  other  attend- 
ants, who  came  in  the  name  of  the  Pa- 
triarch, and  carried  my  fon  with  them  to 
tlie  Ecclefiaftical  Prifon,  at  the  fuit  and  in- 
ftance  of  the  Signora  Bettina  Pafferini,  for 
having  deprived  her  of  her  honour  and  vir- 
ginity, by  forcibly  laying  with  her ;  and 
they  informed  him  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  would  be  kept  in  clofe  confinement,  till 
he  mould  refolve  to  make  the  lady  compe- 
tent reftitution,  by  marrying  her. 

"  I  have  been  labouring  inceflantly,  for 
thefe  two  years  paft,  by  memorials  to  the 
Cardinal  Patriarch,  to  his  Excellency  here, 
and  to  the  Queen  herfelf,  requefting  to  be 
admitted  to  prove  that  the  woman  was  a 
proftitute  long  before  my  boy  faw  her ;  but 
the  Trinitarian  Fryar  is  coufin  to  the 
Queen's  Confeffor,  and  there  is  the  rub— 
my  boy  muft  remain  in  prifon  for  life,  or 
marry  a  JezebeL  In  the  mean  time,  I  am 
ruined  in  my  health  ;  I  have  loft  my  bufi- 
uefs,  by  being  fo  long  prevented  from  at- 
tending 
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tending  to  it ;  and  my  fpirits  would  have 
been  quite  funk,  were  it  not  for  the  confo- 
latiori  I  fometimes  receive  in  the  company 
and  converfation  of  thefe  honourable  gen- 
tlemen," 

The  whole  company  made  the  little 
black  man  a  bow,  in  return  for  the  com- 
pliment he  paid  us  at  the  end  of  his  dif^ 
courfe.  We  condoled  with  him  for  the  lofs 
of  his  fon,  but  encouraged  him  to  perfe- 
vere>  and  that  as  the  truth  mud  pierce 
fooner  or  later,  he  then  would  expofe  the 
Fryar's  bafenefs,  and  his  fon  would  be  re- 
ilored  to  him  with  double  fatisfaftion. 

The  next  perfon  who  fpoke,  was  the 
Officer  of  Priolet's  acquaintance.  He  be- 
gan by  exclaiming  againft  the  cruel  in* 
juftices  committed  in  the  promotions  of 
the  Army;  faid,  that  all  advancement  in  it 
was  the  effeft  of  money,  or  empenhos;  that 
long  fervices  were  of  no  avail  to  be  at- 
tended to,  unlefs  reprefented  by  fome  fa- 
vourite, who  had  interefl:  to  mai:e  them  be 

Vol.  II.  M  taken 
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taken  into  confideration ;  and  lie  then  con- 
tinued as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen,  I  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  one  of  the  Regiments  of  the  famous  city 
of  Goa  in  the-  Eaft  Indies,  now  going  in 
nine  years  ago,  when  a  troop  of  the  plun- 
dering Mharatta  Indians  came  down  from 
the  mountains  of  the  Gatte,  and  rifled 
fbme  of  our  plantations  upon  the  main 
land,  about  only  three  leagues  diftance 
from  the  ifland  whereon  the  city  of  Goa 
{lands.  Our  Viceroy  thought  it  was  his 
duty  to  chafiife  fuch  a  piece  of  infolence, 
and  ordered  a  detachment  of  two  hundred 
men  to  be  ready  upon  the  parade  in  the 
evening  for  that  purpofe.  As  foon  as  his 
intentions  were  known  in  the  city,  the  ap- 
plications and  empenhos  were  infinite  in 
favour  of  different  Officers  to  command 
that  detachment;  for,  thank  God,  our 
nation  ftill  fupports,  with  honour,  its  an- 
cient renown  for  valour,  in  preference  to 
every  other  nation  of  Europe.    However, 

after 
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after  all,  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  lent 
for  rrie,  and  faid*  that  as  he  looked  upon 
me  to  be  the  braved  man  in  the  Garrifon, 
he  ordered  me  to  take  the  command  of 
that  detachmentj  and  execute  what  I 
fhould  find  in  a  paper  he  delivered  fealed 
into  my  hands,  and  which  I  was  not  to 
open  till  I  had  palled  the  ferry  over  to  the 
main  land,  and  marched  a  league  into  the 
country. 

"  I  accordingly  palled  the  ferry  with 
my  command,  and  proceeded  on  my  route 
in  filence  and  darknefs,  when  my  advanced 
guard  began  firing,  and  advifed  me  by  a 
centinel  the  enemy  was  immediately  before 
us  ;  the  firing  continued,  and  feme  of  the 
(hot  coming  among  my  men,  they  inftantly 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  calling  on  our 
Lady  of  Ajfijtance,  made  their  efcape* 
and  all  arrived  fafe,  without  their  arrns,  at 
the  Garrifon,  which  I  alfo  reached  the  next 
morning  about  ten  o'clock,  when  the  Vice- 
roy ordered  me  into  arrefl  for  breach  of 
M  z  duty, 
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duty,  and  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  Martial, 
which  he  ordered  to  aflemble.  I  had  now 
leifure  to  open  my  inftruftions,  which  I 
could  not  do  the  night  before,  on  account 
of  the  panic  my  men  were  ftruck  with ; 
and  for  which,  it  afterwards  appeared, 
there  was  not  the  fmalleft  caufe,  for  the 
Mharattas  had  returned  to  their  high 
lands,  as  foon  as  they  had  pillaged  our 
fettlements.  Thefe  inftruftions,  figned 
with  the  Viceroy's  own  hand,  were  as 
follows : 

"  The  two  Generals  in  Chief  of  this  ex- 
pedition are  St.  Francis  Xavier  of  the  In- 
dies, and  St.  Anthony  of  Lifbon ;  under 
their  orders,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manoel 
Peffinga  Tinoco  will  march  with  two  hun- 
dred men,  to  chaftife  the  infolence  of  the 
Mharattas,  according  to  the  direftions  he 
fhall  receive  from  his  Superior  Officers, 
and  in  obedience  to  their  commands." — 
An  ingenious  little  Attorney  we  then  had 
in  Goa,  to  whom  I  (hewed  my  inflruflions, 

advifed 
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advifed  me  to  (land  on  my  defence  before 
the  Court  Martial,  by  alledging  I  was  not 
anfwerable  for  the  fuccefs  of  an  expedi- 
tion whereof  I  had  not  the  chief  com- 
mand ;  and  that  the  two  Saints,  and  not  I, 
ought  to  be  called  before  the  Court.  I  did 
fo ;  and  made  it  appear  to  them  evidently, 
that  I  had  never  received  any  commands, 
either  from  Saint  or  Mankind,  but  thofe 
contained  in  that  paper,  which  plainly 
pointed  to  future  orders  I  was  to  receive. 
Accordingly  the  Court  Martial  did  not 
find  me  guilty,  and  fo  they  reported  to  the 
Viceroy.  But  this  did  not  fatisfy  him  ;  he 
ftill  kept  me  prifoner,  with  a  centinel  in 
my  apartment  in  the  Main-Guard,  where 
I  remained  for  three  years,  without  pay  or 
any  other  means  of  fubfiftence,  till  a  new 
Viceroy  from  Europe  arrived  in  India, 
with  orders,  as  ufual,  to  fend  home  his 
predeceffor  in  irons,  and  to  confifcate 
every  thing  he  poffefled  to  the  King's  ufe. 
This  did  not  mend  my  fortune;  I  was 
M  3  fent 
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fent  home  prifoner  likewife  ;  and  whether 
it  was  owing  to  neglecl  or  want  of  infoiv 
mation,  on  coming  on  fhore  I  had  my 
liberty,  but  without  a  {ingle  friend,  or  even, 
acquaintance ;  for  I  am  a  native  of  the 
Brazil,  and  without  money  to  purchafe  me 
a  dinner  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  cha* 
ritable  Fathers  of  the  Convent  of  the  Delu 
yerance  of  Alcantara,  with  whom  I  have 
dined  daily  for  near  thefe  five  years  pah\ 
I  muft  have  perifhed  for  want.  During 
the  two  -fir ft  years  after  my  return,  I  repre- 
fented  my  cafe,  and  the  cruelty  of  my 
foliation  (after  ferving  her  Majefly  with 
honour  above  forty  years)  to  his  Excel- 
lency  Martin  de  Mello,  who  at  laft  un- 
deceived me;  told  me  I  was  out  of  the 
Army,  that  he  could  do  nothing  for  me, 
and  that  I  ought  to  apply  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom, 
Accordingly,  I  have  never  failed  attending 
here  regularly,  and  I  dine  as  regularly  with 
my  refpeftable  Fathers  of  the  J)cliverancex 

which 
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which  is  the  only  time  I  break  my  fall  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  I  truft  greatly  in 
God's  divine  Providence  ;  I  wait  the  iflue 
of  my  memorials  with  holy  patience;  and, 
as  I  am  a  great  devotee  of  our  Lady  of 
the  Deliverance,  and  fing  her  Ter^o  every 
night  with  the  Fryars  in  the  Convent,  I 
have  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  (he  will  at  laft 
have  compaffion  on  me,  and  favour  me 

with  a  good  defpatch." 

At  this  moment  we  were  called  in  to 
wait  on  the  Minifter,  when  we  would 
much  rather  have  remained  where  we 
were ;  but  my  Lord  Freeman  fwears  he 
will  return  fome  forenoon  to  our  fele6t 
fociety  of  the  Levee-room.  I  own  fuch 
accounts  aftonifh  me !  and  one  would 
fmcerely  wifh,  they  were  only  extrafts 
from  fome  Novel,  or  tales  made  at  plea- 
fare.  But  we  are  cruelly  difappointed 
in  fuch  a  fuppofition,  by  feeing  before 
our  eyes  the  unhappy  fufferers  them* 
(elves,  whofe  words,  looks,  and  geftures, 
M  4  in 
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in  relating  the  ftory  of  their  own  misfor- 
tunes,  too   forcibly  announce  the  truth, 

* O  happy   country!    governed  by   a 

Woman,  and  a  fet  of  infolent  worthlefs 

Churchmen! 

Adieu. 


LET. 
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LETTER    XXXIIL 

Lifbon,  1779* 

Dear  Brother, 

OlNCE  I  lafl  wrote  you,  I  have  re- 
ceived two  of  your  letters,  one  dated  the 
3d,  and  the  other  the  1 7th  of  lafl  month, 
during  all  which  I  did  not  write  you,  fo 
entirely  have  we  been  taken  up  in  receiv- 
ing and  paying  vifits,  in  entertainments, 
and  excurfions  to  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Lent  is  here  fo  far  from  being 
a  feafon  of  penance  and  mortification,  that 
fince  it  began,  we  have  feen  more  com- 
pany, and  in  greater  variety,  than  we  did 
before ;  we  attend  the  churches  and  pro- 
ceffions,  of  which  there  is  a  grand  one 

every 
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every  Friday,  in  one  part  or  other  of  the 
citv,  and  we  are  always  invited  to  fee  them 
at  the  houfe  of  forne  principal  perfon  in 
that  quarter ;  after  which,  there  is  an  ele- 
gant collation  provided  for  the  company, 
as  well  as  tea,  chocolate,  cards,  and  dancing 
for  thofe  who  chufe  it ;  and  you  are  fure 
to  hear  Tome  of  the  fineft  Italian  airs,  by 
feme  of  the  Ladies  prefent ;  for  I  forgot, 
or  rather  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  tell 
you,  this  is  quite  a  mufical  and  a  ringing 
country,  and  there  is  hardly  a  peafant,  a 
country  girl,  or  a  common  foldier,  who 
does  not  play  on  the  Guitar,  and  is  not 
provided  with  one  of  thofe  inflruments, 
when  they  have  hardly  a  fhirt  to  their 
backs,  or  a  rag  to  cover  their  naked- 
neis. 

But,  where  am  I  rambling  away  from 
the  intended  fubject  of  this  epiftle  ?  which 
was  to  give  you  fome  account  of,  wThat  I 
may  call,  our  particular  connexions  here, 
I  mean  Lord  Freeman  and  Colonel  Priolet, 

who 
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who  is  one  of  the  molt  fenfible  rational  men 
I  have  met  with  any  where;  I  like  him  ex- 
ceedingly, and  it  is  through  him  I  gain  all 
my  bell  intelligence. — Apropos,  we  have 
been  twice  at  our  feleft  fociety  of  the 
Levee-room,  fince  I  laft  wrote  you.  Oh! 
Charles,  I  heard  fuch  tales  of  affliftion  and 
woe,  as  I  think  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
match  by  the  gloomieft  produftions  of 
fancy!  for,  however  much  thefe  may  re- 
femble  the  truth,  yet  the  previous  know- 
ledge of  their  being  but  fi&ion,  according 
to  my  feelings,  damps  and  greatly  dimi- 
ni flies  the  degree  of  uneafy  melancholy 
fatisfaflion  I  receive,  on  reading  an  affect- 
ing detail  of  real  diftrefs ;  and  I  am  af- 
fected much  more  when  it  is  told  me  viva 
voce,  by  the  very  parties  concerned. 

To  return  to  my  fubjeft. — I  muff  inform 
you,  I  do  not  much  like  the  appearance  of 
the  fituation  my  excellent  friend  Lord  Free- 
man is  in  here  at  prefent;  I  have  obferved 
him  of  late  more  penfive  than  ufual,  and  I 

underftand 
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imderftand  Priolet  has  been  difluading  him 
from  profecuting  his  plan  of  the  marriage 
with  Pancorvo's  daughter,  though  he  feems 
to  be  now  more  ftrenuous  in  it  than  ever, 
and  his  friends  look  upon  it  as  next  to  im- 
practicable, after  what  has  juft  happened, 
of  which  you  {hall  judge,  when  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  following  circum- 
ftances,  many  of  which,  as  I  already  men- 
tioned, I  had  from  Priolet,  who  is  a  man 
of  honour,  and,  I  think,  to  be  depended 
on;  others  concerning  Priolet  and  Mifs 
Welding,  I  had  from  Lady  Welding  her- 
felf,  who  is  a  very  fine  woman,  for  {he  ap- 
pears perfectly  fenfible  of  the  refpecl  and 
attention  Gentlemen  are  pleafed  to  pay  to 
her,  and  to  have  no  objection  to  a  little 
flirtation. 

There  are  no  lefs  than  four  pretenders 
to  the  hand  of  Pancorvo's  fair  daughter, 
and  to  all  appearance,  (as  it  too  often 
happens)  the  molt  worthjefs  of  the  four 

is 
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is  he  who  bids  fairefl  for  carrying  the 
prize. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  Lord  Freeman,  with 
whofe  chara&er  you  are  already  in  fome 
degree  acquainted,  and  of  whom  it  is  not 
neceffary  to  fay  any  thing  more  for  the 
prefent. 

The  fecond  fuitor  is  a  perfon  I  have 
had  occafion  to  mention  in  former  letters, 
of  the  name  of  Bernardo  Soares  Mendez 
da  Cofta ;  he  is  reckoned  extremely  rich, 
and  a  good ■  man  upon  'Change;  but  thofe 
who  pretend  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
his  fituation,  fay  the  contrary,  and  that  he 
has  loft  very  confiderable  fums  at  play,  to 
which  he  is  a  dupe,  but  which  he  keeps 
very  fecret,  that  it  may  not  affeft  his  cre- 
dit ;  what  is  certain  is,  that  he  advances 
money,  from  time  to  time,  both  to  the 
young  Lady's  father  and  mother,  and  that 
they  have  promifed  him  their  daughter  in 
marriage;  but  it  is  faid,  that  promife  being 
extorted  only  to  obtain  the  ready,  it  is  not 

binding, 
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binding,  and  that  a  noble  family  can  nevef 
foe  guilty  of  fuch  bafenefs,  as  to  throw 
away  their  only  daughter  -upon  a  new 
Chriftian. 

The  next  pretender  is  the  young  Conde 
de  Pedralva,  whofe  relations  applied  to 
the  parents  of  the  Lady,  as  is  the  cuftom, 
and  propofed  the  Count  for  their  daugh- 
ter, while  fhe  was  yet  in  England,  but 
their  propofal  was  rejected  at  once,  as  it 
has  alfo  been  fmce  her  return ;  however, 
the  young  Count  has  lately  feen  the  Lady 
herfelf,  and  remained  fo  {truck  with  her 
figure  and  appearance,  that  he  fwears  he 
muft  and  will  have  her  for  a  wife,  if 
whole  legions  of  Devils  w^ere  to  oppofe 
him. 

This  Count  is  a  great  favourite  and 
companion  of  the  Lady's  brother,  Count 
Baldiorra,  in  all  the  juvenile  amufements 
of  the  young  Nobility  of  the  country,  fuch 
as  frequenting  the  riding-houfe,  and  riding 
the  great  faddle,  which  is  the  only  one  they 

can 
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can  fit  upon,  playing  at  billiards  or  at  cards 
in  the  forenoons,  with  their  fathers  or  their 
own  valets  and  laqueys  in  the  (tables,  and 
joining  with  them  in  all  their  ribaldry  and 
vile  difeourfe:  but  their  favourite  diverficn 
is  to  fally  out  in  the  night-time  in  their 
cloaks,  under  the  direction  of  Father  Do- 
minick,  and  followed  by  a  number  of  bra- 
vocs  they  keep  in  their  fervice,  when  they 
fcour  the  ftreets,  which  are  all  perfectly 
dark,  only  where  there  happens  tjo  be  a 
lamp  before  the  fmall  niches  of  the  Virgin 
in  the  walls  of  fome  houfes.  They  attack 
the  Patroles  or  Rounds,  where  there  are 
any,  whom  they  generally  drive  before 
them,  knock  down  whomfoever  they  meet 
with  their  bludgeons,  and  if  they  find  any 
rehfcance,  their  bravoes  are  at  hand,  who 
are  all  wonderfully  dextrous  at  the  life 
of  the  ftabbing-knife,  fo  that  they  feldom 
return  from  thefe  nocturnal  excurfions 
without  leaving  fome  one  dead  in  the 
ftreets,  which  furnifhes  matter  for  conver- 

fation 
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fatiori  the  day  following.  Though  it  is 
not  altogether  in  order,  I  muft  add  here, 
that  Count  Baldiorra  is  quite  a  reprobate, 
without  the  lmalleft  glimpfe  of  education, 
having  been  all  along  under  the  tuition  of 
Father  Dominic.  The  Count  was  mar- 
ried by  his  parents  near  a  year  ago,  with- 
out having  feen,  or  indeed  caring  for,  his 
bride.  After  they  met  for  the  firft  time 
for  the  ceremony,  the  fair-one  would  by 
no  means  permit  the  Gentleman  to  fleep 
in  the  fame  room  with  her ;  and  as  it  was 
well  known  to  all  perfons  concerned,  her 
affeclions  were  entirely  fet  upon  another 
man,  the  Count  takes  care  to  keep  the 
Lady  clofely  watched  and  obferved  ever 
fince  ;  not  that  he  has  the  fmalleft  regard 
for  her,  but  purely  to  prevent  even  the 
poffibility  of  his  forehead  being  orna- 
mented, which  is  reckoned  the  moft  grie- 
vous of  all  misfortunes  here  ;  while  lie 
Jiimfelf  continues  his  old  train  of  vifit- 
ing  the  Convents  and  Brothels,  with  his 

great 
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great    companions   Pedralva    and  Father 
Dominick. 

I  Come  now  to  give  you  fome  account 
bf  the  laft  pretender  to  the  Lady,  though 
it  will  be  no  eafy  matter  to  give  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  fuch  a  worthlefs  character. 
This  man  was  born   in  London,  but  of 
fuch  mean  parents,  thai,  though   Priolet 
feems  to  be  well  acquainted  with  his  hif- 
tory,  he  could  give  me  no  account  of  his 
brigih,  but  being  himfelf  bound  to  a  (lone- 
cutter  there,  after  a  couple  of  years  he  ran 
away  from  his  matter ;   and  (liortly  after^ 
it  being  war-time^he  found  means  to  be 
employed  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Britifh 
Artillery  at  Woolwich  as  a  Conduclor  of 
Stores ;  but  he  Was  foon  after  difcovered 
ii>   embezzling    them,    and    felling    gun- 
powder, for  which  he  was  tried  by  a  Court 
Martial  at  Gravefend.  and  fentenced  to  be 
hanged ;  but,  by  his  Majefty:s  clemency, 
no  other  accident  happened  to  him  than 
his  being  turned  with  ignominy  out  of  the 
Vol.  IL  N  fervice; 
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fervice ;  on  which  occafion,  the  better  to 
conceal  himfelf,  he  changed  his  name  from 
Scale  to  that  of  Se£tor,  which  he  is  known 
by  here.  This  happened  at  the  time  of 
the  war  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  in 
the  beginning  of  1762,  when,  befides  the 
auxiliary  troops  which  were  fent  to  Por- 
tugal from  England,  there  went  from  dif- 
ferent parts  many  other  Officers  to  look 
for  employment,  as  welt  as  others  who 
paffed  themfelves  for  fuch,  and  had  never 
ferved  an  hour ;  among  thefe,  Sector  put- 
ting on  alfo  a  uniform,  came  to  Lifbony 
and  mingling  with  the  crowd,  he  got  a 
commiffion  of  Captain  of  Engineers,  with 
a  number  of  other  perfons  made  Captains 
at  that  time,  as  little  deferving  as  himfelf. 
However,  being  now  made  a  Gentleman, 
with  his  double  pay,  and  mailer  of  his 
time,  (for  Engineers  have  here  no  fort  of 
duty  to  perform  in  time  of  peace)  he  has 
employed  it  wholly  in  amafling  of  money, 
by  every  infamous  means :  he  has  intro- 
duced 
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duced  and  fold  great  quantities  of  Foreign 
contraband  goods,  both  from  France  and 
England — he  is  poffeffed  exaftly  of  that 
fort  of  duplicity  and  low  cunning  fo 
proper  for  making  his  way  in  this  country, 
and  fo  completely  adapted  to  the  genius 
of  its  inhabitants — he  has  enriched  him- 
felf,  and  ruined  many  people,  by  falfe  in- 
formations and  fuborned  witneffes,  who 
are  to  be  found  every  where  for  a  trifle — - 
he  lends  money  at  the  moft  exorbitant  in- 
tereft  he  can  extort ;  fo  that  by  all  thefe 
vile  praftices,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  laft 
fifteen  years,  he  is  become  exceedingly 
rich3  and  no  lefs  refpefted  by  many  perfons 
in  this  place,  particularly  the  needy  part 
of  his  acquaintance.  As  for  the  Clergy 
of  the  country,  he  is  in  vaft  repute  among 
them ;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  that  he  im~ 
pofes  on  the  Englifh  and  other  Proteftants 
he  falls  into  company  with,  by  afluring 
them  of  how  many  attempts  have  been 
made  by  the  Churchmen  to  make  him  a 
N  2  Papift, 
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Papift,  and  becaufe  of  his  obftinacy  his 
promotion  in  the  Army  is  flopped ;  fo  on 
the  other,  he  cajoles  the  ignorant  and 
bigoted  Priefts,  by  meannefs  and  flattery, 
by  lending  money  to  them  and  their  mif- 
treffes  fecretly,  by  affirming  to  them  he  is 
a  true  Catholic  in  his  heart,  for  which 
alone,  he  fays,  his  countrymen  here  deteft 
him.  But  what  is  more  likely  to  be  of  ufe 
to  him  now  than  every  thing  elfe  is,  that 
he  has  fecured  the  protection  of  the  Queen  s 
Confeffor,  owing  to  the  following  moil 
private  incident,  which  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Colonel  Priolet,  though  by 
wdiat  means,  it  is  impoflible  for  me  even 
to  guefs,  nor  do  I  prefs  him  to  tell  me,  for 
the  parties  concerned  ftill  believe  it  is  a 
dead  fecret  between  themfelves. 

The  Queen's  Confeffor  is  the  fon  of  a 
peafant  of  the  province  of  the  Beira,  or  the 
Alentejo,  and  a  Carmelite  Fryar;  he  was 
.confecrated  Bifhop  during  the  former  Ad- 
miniflration,  and  has  been  very  lately  pro- 
moted 
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;ed    to    the    rank    of   Archbifhop    in 

parlibus  ;  but  fo  far  is  the  ambition  of 
this  humble  Fryar  from  being  fatisfied, 
that  it  is  only  whetted  the  more  by  fuch 
an  unexpected  rife,  and  he  has  now  every 
engine  at  work  to  obtain  the  fcarlet  hat 
from  Rome ;  but,  as  nothing  comes  from 
thence  but  by  dint  of  money,  efpecially 
now,  that  the  fources  of  wealth  which 
formerly  fiowed  in  copious  dreams  of  gold 
from  all  nations  to  that  capital  are  moftly 
dried  up,  the  Archbifhop  has  his  agents 
and  runners  fecretly  d-ifperfed  all  over  the 
city,  to  raife  money  for  him,  by  the  beft: 
bargains  they  can  make  ;  and  knowing 
Seftor  was  a  mifer,  and  had  money, 
he  let  Loofe  one  of  his  keeneft  tarriers 
upon  him  :  and  after  much  haggling,  and 
many  Jewifh  manceuvres  on  both  fides, 
they  came  to  the  following  mutual  agree- 
ment : 

The  Archbifhop  engaged  to  procure  a. 

Royal  decree  from  her  Majefty,  ordering 

N  3  and 
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and  determining,  that  within  a  reafonable 
time  to  be  fixed  on,  Captain'  Seftor  was  to 
marry  Donna  Lucretia3  daughter  of  the 
Marquis  of  Pancorvo,  provided  that3  pre- 
vious to  the  celebration  of  that  Sacrament, 
he  mould  profefs  himfelf  publicly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  Rome  ;  that  he  was 
to  be  made  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of 
Chrift,  to  enjoy  a  hundfome  penfion,  have 
the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Army,  together 
with  the  privilege  of  her  Majefty's  parti- 
cular prote&ion. 

On  the  other  hand,  Captain  Seftor,  on 
his  part,  engaged  to  pay  down  for  the  ufe 
and  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Archbifhop,  the 
fum  of  fifty  thoufand  cruzades,  without 
requiring  bond,  voucher,  or  receipt  of  any 
kind. 

Thus  far  I  have  known  for  fame  time 
paft,  and  I  confefs  I  believed  fo  little  of  the 
reality  of  it,  that  I  have  not  fcrupled  telling 
Mr.  Priolet,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I 
could  give  credit  to  fuch  a  tranfaction  ever 

having 
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having  palled,  it  appearing  fo  unlikely  and 
improbable ;  but  how  are  we  all  now  afto- 
nilhed  and  undeceived,  by  learning,  that 
the  Archbifhop  fent  yefterday  for  the 
Marquis  of  Pancorvo,  and  imparted  to  him 
in  form,  her  Majefty's  intention  in  that 
refpeft,  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned 
above,  when  the  poor  wretch,  inftead  oi 
making  any  objeftions  to  fuch  a  prepofte- 
rous  match,  fell  like  a  Have  upon  his  knees, 
and  killed  the  Fryar's  dirty  fcapulary, 
thanking  him  a  thoufand  times  for  the  high 
honour  her  Majefty  condefcended  to  do 
him,  by  difpofmg  of  his  daughter  accord- 
ing to  her  Royal  will  and  pleafure. 

I  am  juft  now  informed  the  Archbifhop  s 
immediate  want  of  Seftor's  money,  is  the 
reafon  this  bufinefs  has  been  brought  thus 
far,  rather  precipitately,  as  the  mifer  would 
not  part  with  his  cafh  till  the  other  mould 
fend  for  the  father,  and  impart  it  to  him, 
thinking  thereby  to  enfure  it  beyond  a 
doubt,  and  foreftal  every  pretenfion  to  the 
N  4  Lady 
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Lady  from  all  other  quarters. — I  can, 
plainly:  perceive  Lord  Freeman  is  greatly 
embarrafied;  and  the  young  Lady  herfelf, 
who  has  laughed  at  the  pretentions  of  the 
Jew  merchant,  begins  to  be  now  ferioufly 
alarmed,  and  fays,  they  may  eafily  prevent 
her  marrying  Lord  Freeman,  but  all  the 
compulfion  on  earth  will  never  make  her 
marry  another  man.  Such,  at  prefent,  is 
the  ftate  of  this  bufinefs,  which  I  pray  God 
may  foon  affume  a  more  favourable  afpeft : 
at  any  rate  you  (hall  know  the  fequel,  al- 
though I  have  rich  matter  for  other  letters 
from  a  different  quarter,  which,  if  nothing 
extraordinary  happens,  mail  be  the  fubje6t 
pf  my  next.     Till  then,  fareweL 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXXIV, 


Lifbon,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

l\S  I  hinted  to  you  in  my  laft,  we  re- 
paired to  our  fociety  in  the  Minister's 
Levee-room,  to  get  more  of  that  fort  of 
information,  which  appeared  to  us  fo  An- 
gular, but  arrived  there  too  late  the  firft 
time  we  went.  It  was  a  day  of  public  au- 
dience, and  his  Excellency  was  already 
ftanding  erect  in  the  door  of  an  inner 
apartment,  which  opened  on  the  great 
Levee-room,  furrounded  by  a  moniirous 
and  motley  crowd,  endeavouring  each  in 
particular  to  engage  his  attention ;  fome 
by  fpeaking  very  loud  to  him,  others  by 

crying, 
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crying,  others  by  fluffing  quantities  of 
papers  into  his  hands,  which  he  paffed 
immediately  into  thofe  of  two  Under- 
Secretaries  (landing  behind  him.  This 
again  was  a  fcene  quite  new  to  us,  to  fee 
the  different  emotions  of  anxiety,  adula- 
tion, grief,  or  anger,  as  painted  in  the  fea- 
tures of  the  different  fuppliants,  while  they 
made  their  representations,  which  all  ended 
in  conjuring  his  Excellency  to  pity  and 
proteft  them,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
and  his  holy  Mother ;  while  the  Minifler, 
with  a  ftudied  indifference  of  countenance* 
affefted  to  lend  a  callous  and  equal 
ear  to  all,  and  to  pay  no  particular  atten- 
tion to  any  one,  but  anfwered  in  general,, 
he  would  put  their  cafes  in  the  Royal  pre- 
fence,  and  afterwards  execute  what  her 
Majefly  fhould  determine. 

The  fecond   day,    however,    we   were 
more  fortunate,  and  we  found  our  friends 
feated  in  the  felf-fame  corner  of  the  room, 
where  we  had  left  them  fome  days  be- 
fore. 
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fore.  On  our  going  up  to  them,  we  were 
received,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  with  great 
cordiality,  and  room  was  immediately 
made  for  us.  Priolet  made  an  apology  for 
our  having  been  fo  long  abfent,  and  ex- 
preffed  his  hope  that  would  not  leffen  us 
in  their  good  opinion,  for  wTe  had  (he  in^ 
formed  them)  been  prevented  the  more 
frequent  pleafure  of  their  fociety,  (though 
much  defired  on  our  part)  by  indifpenfable 
avocations  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  our  regard 
for  their  company,  he  faid  w7e  were  now 
come  on  purpofe  to  pay  our  refpefts  to 
them,  not  having  any  fort  of  bufinefs  to 
tranfa£l  with  the  Minifter, 

The  little  black-looking  Notary  Public 
took  it  on  him  to  anfwer  for  his  country- 
men: "  Gentlemen,  (faid  he)  I  know  the 
Englifh  well,  and  I  honour  them  for  their 
upright  manner  of  fpeaking  and  acting, 
which  is  in  mod  things  preferable  to  our 
Portuguefe  policy  and  addrefs ;  however, 
every  nation  has  its  peculiar  cuftoms  ;  but 

as 
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as  I  was  certain  you  would  favour  us  with 
your  company  again,  becaufe  you  faid  you 
would  do  it,  To  I  certified  thefe  Gentlemen 
of  \!m  lame,  and  indeed  engaged  this  wor- 
thy Cavalier,  for  the  fake  of  entertaining 
you,  to  undergo  the  pain  it  muft  coft 
him  to  relate  his  qwri  prefent  fituation, 
and  the  nature  of  the  bufmefs  which  de- 
tains him  at  Court  •  he  is  a  man  of  honour, 
and  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Chrift,  and 
you  may  depend  on  every  word  he  fays  as 
Gofper 

Upon  this,  we  all  made  an  obeilance  to 
a  Gentleman^  who  Tat  in  the  corner,  drefled 
in  deep  mourning,  with  the  Crofs  of  the 
Order  of  Chrift  at  his  button-hole  ;  he 
feemed  a  middle-aged  man,  naturally 
lively,;  but  yet  appeared  melancholy,  as  if 
feme  heavy  misfortune  had  lately  befallen 
him,  and  in  fact  his  ftory  proved  we  were 
not  niiftakeri  in  our  conjecTures, 

**  Worthy  Gentlemen,  (faid  he,  ad- 
dreffing  himfeif  more  direcT.ly  to  us  three, 

as 
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as  we  fat  nearly  oppofite  to  him)  it  Wai 
impofhble  not  to  be  affected  on  hiring 
accounts  of  fuch  unmerited  diftrefs,  as  has 
overtaken  thefe  two  Gentlemen,  (pointing 
to  the  Notary  and  the  Officer)  who  the 
other  day  gave  us  an  account  of  theirs ; 
but  if  the  recital  of  a  dill  more  bitter  tale 
of  woe  can  be  to  them  any  fort  of  allevia- 
tion, I  think  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  be 
of  fome  fervice  to  them. 

"  I  am  a  native  of  the  province  of  the 
Entre  Douro  e  Minho,  on  the  Northern 
Frontier  of  the  Kingdom,  the  mod  beau- 
tiful and  flourifhing  province  in  it.  My 
father  poffeffed  a  beautiful  eftate  upon  the 
banks  of  the  river  Lima,  within  two 
leagues  of  a  fea-port  town  called  Viana. 
As  I  was  the  heir  of  the  eftate,  I  had  an 
education  fuitable  to  the  life  of  a  provincial 
Gentleman ;  I  went  frequently  to  the  city 
of  Porto,  where  I  had  fome  relations,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
Englilh  factors  and  merchants  there,  and 

to 
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io  one  of  thefe  my  father  generally  fold 
yearly  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and 
fifty  pipes  of  wine*     It  is  true,  our  wine 
had  not  near  the  body  of  that  which  grows 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Douro,  neither 
did  it  bring  a  fourth  part  of  the  price :  how- 
ever,  our  friend  the  Englifh  merchant  (and 
I  may  well  call  him  fo)  contrived  to  give  it 
fuch  a  body  with  the  juice  of  the  alderberry, 
which  we  procured  for  him  privately,  and 
with  a  proper  mixture  of  fpirits,  that  it 
fold  in  the  London  market  as  well  as  any 
wine  (hipped  at  Porto.     My  father  grew 
alfo  on  his  eftate  a  considerable  quantity  of 
wheat  and  maize,  which  he  difpofed  of 
advantageoufly  at  Lifbon ;  fo  that,  on  the 
whole,  his  eftate  brought  him  in  between 
feven  and  eight  thoufand  crowns  of  rent, 
and  I  had  great  pleafure  in  affifting  him  in 
his  farming;   we  had  a  neat  carriage,  in 
which  my  dear  mother  and  filler  ufed  to  go 
to  Viana  to  affift  at  all  the  great  folemnities 
of  the  Church,  fuch  as  Chriftmas,  the  Holy 

Week, 
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Week,  Eafter,  and  the  Great  Fair  of  our 
Lady  of  the  Agony.  There  is  a  Convent  oj 
Capuchin  Fryars  upon  the  border  of  our 
eftate,  whereof  our  family  is  patron ;  my 
father  had  been  always  very  liberal  to  thefe 
Fryars,  and  one  of  them  generally  faid 
Mafs  to  the  family  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days ;  I  was  fatisfied  with  my  fituation,  nor 
did  I  meet  wTith  many  of  my  acquaintance 
at  whofe  future  profpefts  of  felicity  I  had 
much  reafon  to  repine. 

"  It  happened  that  one  morning  very 
early,  as  I  went  with  my  father  in  our  fmall 
barge  down  the  river,  to  go  on  board  a 
vefTel  we  were  then  loading  with  grain  for 
Lifbon,  pairing  by  the  Cattle  of  St.  Jago, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of  Viana,  we 
faw  the  Sallyport-gate  of  the  Cattle,  which 
looks  upon  the  water,  open,  and  fome  men 
unloading  goods  from  a  boat,  and  carrying 
them  into  the  Cattle ;  this  circumftance 
ftruck  us  both,  as  we  knew  that  gate  had 
been  walled  up  with  ftone  and  lime  fgr 

many 
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many  years,  and  that  it  was  fo  the  very 
laft  time  we  paffed  by  it,  which  was  only 
a  few  days  before  ;  however,  as  it  did  no! 
concern  us,  we  proceeded  ori  our  own 
bufinefs. 

u  The  next  time  the  Superintendant- 
General  of  his  Majefty's  Guftoms  came  on 
his  circuit  in  our  province,  to  make  juridi- 
cal enquiry  if  any  one  had  tranfgrefled  the 
laws    ctiid    ordinances,    by  fmuggling   or 
dealing  in  contraband  goods,   my  father 
was  cited  to  appear  at  Viana  before  rrirrij 
and  there3   after   fwearing  on  the  Holy 
Evangelifts  to  anfwer  truly  the  queflions 
which  fhould  be  put  to  him,  he  was  inter- 
rogated, whether  on  fuch  a  morning  he 
had  feen  the  poftern-gate  of  the  Caftle 
open,  and  a  boat  before  it  unloading  goods  ? 
to  which,  as  bound  in  confcience,  he  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative ;  but,  as  he  was 
not  bound  to  fecrecy,  he  went  immediately 

to  the  Fort  Major  of  the  Caflle,  D.  S 

de  C— -ro3  a  Fidalgo,  and  an  intimate  friend 

of 
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of  his  own,  and  informed  him  of  what  had 
happened.  The  other  embraced  him  hear- 
tily, as  ufual,  thanked  him  for  his  infor- 
mation, and  faid  the  affair  did  not  concern 
him  in  any  fhape,  and  that  my  father  could 
do  no  other  than  depofe  the  real  truth  of 
what  he  had  feert. 

"  In  about  two  months  after,  we  had 

accounts  from  Viana,  that  D.  S de 

C— ra  had,  by  his  Majeftys  comma ncl5 
been  broke  and  turned  out  of  the  Army 
with  difgrace,  for  the  crime  of  fmuggliftg 
contraband  goods  into  the  Cattle,  knowing 
them  to  be  fo,  he  being  Fort  Major  of  the 
fame;  and  it  was  reported  at  Viana,  that 
he  had  fuffered  chiefly  in  confequence  of 
my  father's  depofitions  againft  him. 

"  On  this  report,  my  father,  who  was 
then  confined  to  his  room  with  a  fore  throat, 
fent  me  to  Viana  to  wait  on  and  condole 
with  him  on  his  misfortune,  and  to  allure 
him  how  much  he  was  mortified  thereat ; 
and  to  tell  him,  he  hoped  he  would  not  in 

Vol.  IL  O  juftice 
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juftice  afcribe  any  fliare  of  it  to  him,  as 
whatever  concern  he  had  in  that  unfortu- 
nate affair  was  exa&ly  as  he  himfelf  had 
reported  to  him  at  the  time,  and  no  more. 

XX  S- then  again  allured  me,   he 

afcribed  no  fort  of  blame  to  my  father,  that 
it  was  a  judgment  of  God  upon  himfelf  for 
his  fins,  of  which,  he  hoped,  as  a  good 
Catholic,  he  mould  make  a  proper  ufe.  In 
fhortr  he  fent  me  back  to  my  father  eafy 
and.  fatkfied. 

"  It  was  on  the  15th  of  the  December 
following,  (a  day  I  (hall  never  forget)  a 
little  before  midnight,,  when  all  our  family 
were  in  bed,  and  mod  of  us  afleep,  that  I 
thought  I  heard  a  fort  of  unufual  buzzing 
noife  without — I  ran  to  the  window,  and 
found  our  houfe  was  befet  with  a  company 
of  armed  fbldiers !  I  was  juft  going  to  en- 
quire what  was  their  bufmefs  there,  when 
I  was  prevented  by  a  thundering  noife  at 
the  great  hall- door!    I  called  out  to  know 
what  they  wanted  ?    In  anfwer,  I  was  or- 
dered 
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dered  to  open  inftantly,  in  the  name  of  the 
King  and  the  Holy  Inquifition  {da  Parte 
del  Rey  e  do  Santo  Officio).  I  immediately 
obeyed,  knowing  well  there  was  no  other 
remedy,  and  there  walked  in  firft  a  file  of 
mufketeersj  followed  by  Conflantine  Rode- 
rigues  Calvo  Mondragao,  an  old  Commif- 
fary  of  the  Inquifition,  whom  I  had  known 
before  at  Braga,  with  his  Notary  and  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Alcaides ;  he  laid,  he  was  come 
by  order  of  the  Holy  Office  of  Coimbra,  to 
carry  my  father  prifoner  thither,  to  anfwer 
to  articles  of  accufation  they  had  received 
againft  him,  and  ordered  him  to  make 
ready  to  go  into  a  litter  he  had  ready  at 
the  door  to  carry  him  off.  There  was  no 
refifting — my  filler  fainted  away  among 
the  foldiers  and  fervants,  who  had  by  this 
time  filled  the  apartment — my  father 
clafpedmy  refpeftable  mother  in  his  arms, 
weeping  over  her  for  a  confiderable  time ; 
he  then  conjured  herJ^y  tte  moft  precious 
body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  whom  he  adored 
O  2  in 
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in  his  raoft  holy  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  to 
be  refigned  to  the  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence ;  and  turning  to  me,  he  faid  thefe 
words :  "  My  cleared  George,  for  Heaven's 
fake,  take  care  of  your  mother  and  filter, 
be  a  father  and  a  hufband  to  them,  in  cafe 
you  mould  never  fee  me  more  ;  to  you  all 
three,  and  to  you  my  faithful  fervants,  I 
give   my  bleffing :    it  is,  alas !   all  I  now 
have  to  beftow."     There  was  a  univerfal 
howl  of  lamentation ;  the  very  foldiers  were 
affected,  all  but  the  obdurate  old  Prieft  of 
a  Commiffary,    well   accufcomed  to  fuch 
fcenes.     I  had  my  mother  and  filler  con- 
veyed to  their  apartments,  and  accompa- 
nied my  father  to  the  litter ;  but  it  was  not 
till  after  feme  time  he  could  reach  it,  for 
his  fervants  now  crowded  about  him,  and 
were  embracing  his  knees — one  exclaim- 
ing,  "  Ah !  my  good  mafter,  what  have  you 
done,  to  deferve  this  treatment?  you,  who 
were  all  goodnefs,  ail  charity  to  the  af- 
flicted."— Another,    wringing"    his    hands. 

called 
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called  out,  "  Ah!  what  will  become  of  me 
and  my  poor  wife  and  children?  I  was 
born  in  his  houfe,  and  never  knew  another 
mafler;  oh!  dear  mailer.,  whither  are  they 
carrying  you?"' 

"  At  laft,  my  dear  father  was  put  into 
the  litter,  and  I  wanted  to  accompany  him, 
but  was  rudely  repulfed.    The  Commiffary 
himfelf  got  into  it,  after  putting  difgrace- 
ful  irons  on  my  father's  legs,  and  ordered 
them  to  fet  off.     Moil  of  the  foldiers  ac- 
companied him,  and  only  a  guard  were 
pofted  at  our  houfe,  which  the  Notary, 
who  alio  remained,  informed  me  was  con- 
fifcated  to  the  Holy  Office,  wTith  all  the 
lands,  moveables  and  immoveables ;  and 
that  he  had  orders  to  take  an  exact  inven- 
tory of  every  thing,  and  notified  to  our 
family  that  we  mould  quit  it  and  give  it  up 
to  him,  as  the  next  day. 

"  After  I  had  in  fome  degree  recovered 

from  the   furprize.   and   agitation,   which 

iuch  a  tragical  and  unforefeen  event  had 

O  3  thrown 
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thrown  me  into,  I  talked  with  the  Notary, 
and  reafoned  with  him  fo  far,  that  he  con- 
fented  to  our  remaining  in  the  houfe  till 
Chriftmas. 

"  Alas!  it  was  for  that  very  oceafion 
every  thing  had  been  adjufled  for  cele- 
brating my  filler's  marriage  with  a  worthy 
Gentleman  of  the  town  of  Barcellos,  at 
five  leagues  diftance  from  where  we  lived. 
I  immediately  advifed  him  of  our  mif- 
fortune,  but  he  was  not  to  be  found ;  he 
had  left  home  with  a  purpofe  of  vifiting 
fome  friends  farther  up  the  country,  and 
inviting  them  to  the  celebration  of  his 
nuptials,  As  foon  as  he  got  my  letter,  he 
flew  to  me  like  lightning,  and  arrived  juft 
in  time  for  h;s  bride  to  know  him ;  the 
(hock  of  my  father's  imprifonment  had 
thrown  her  into  a  fever,  wThich  in  the 
courfe  of  a  week,  afcending  gradually  to 
her  brain,  took  her  off  in  a  high  ftate  of 
delirium,  on  the  very  day  me  was  to  have 
freen  married,  and  the  bridegroom  attended 

his 
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his  bride  to  her  grave,  inftead  of  accom- 
panying her  to  the  altar. 

"  It  may  be  imagined,  that  Fortune 
would  have  now  been  tired  of  perfecuting 
us  any  farther;  but  ever}-  thing  which  had 
yet  paffed,  was  but  a  fample  of  what  I  was 
afterwards  doomed  to  experience.  I  went 
to  the  town  of  Viana  to  endeavour  to  find 
a  little  houfe  or  lodging,  to  which  my  dear 
mother  might  retire,  and  live  upon  the 
wreck  of  our  fortune,  which  confilled  only 
in  the  fum  of  four  hundred  moidores,  my 
•father  had  fortunately  put  at  interefl,  into 
the  hands  of  the  Englifh  merchant  to  whom 
he  fold  his  wine ;  but  not  a  foul  in  Viana 
would  fo  much  as  hire  me  a  lodging,  nor 
almoft  any  of  my  acquaintance  admit  me 
within  their  houfes ;  they  were  unanimous 
in  confidering  us  as  abominable,  as  tainted 
and  unclean,  fince  the  Holy  Office  had 
found  it  neceffary  to  feize  upon  the  perfon 
of  my  father,  and  to  confifcate  his  eftate; 
not  one  ,came  even  to  comfort  or  condole 
O  4  with 


; 


£?o  SKETCHES     OF 

with  us,  excepting  that  monfter  of  iniquity, 

T>i  S — cle  C — rp,  who,  4s  you  will 

foon  fee,  was  the  caufe  of  #11  our  misfor- 
tunes. He  pretended  to  he  extremely  un- 
happy at  our  fituation,  and  offered  us  his 
fervices,  but  in  a  manner  which  prevented 
our  accepting  of  them. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  the  worthy  Eng- 
lifh  merchant  aboyerner&ioned,  no  fooner 
heard  of  my  father's  being  carried  off  pri- 
foner  by  the  Officers  of  the  Inquifition,  than 
hiring  two  excellent  litters  at  Porto,  he 
Came  himfelf  with  them  to  our  houfe, 
where  he  found  us  in  the  midft  of  our  dif- 
trefs,  not  knowing  where  to  put  our  heads, 
and  inhumanly  refufed  a  covering  at  Viana, 
where  our  perfons  and  characters  were  fo 
well  known  to  all  What  were  we  poffibly 
to  expect  any  where  elfe?  Abandoned -even 
by  him  who  wTas  to  have  been  my  brother- 
in-law,  who  left  us  as  fopn  as  he  had  per- 
formed the  laft  funeral  obfequies  of  his 
j>ridea  This  generous  EngKfhman,  though  a 

itranger 
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ftranger  to  cur  blood,  was  {hocked  at  thi 
jiifmal  circumftances  of  my  filler's  death, 
>vhich  he  knew  nothing  of  till  he  readied 
pur  houfe;   and  feized  with  rage  and  in- 
dignation at  the  unchriftian  behaviour 
the  Commillary,  his  Notary,  and  all  our 
own  relations  and  acquaintance,  he  preffed 
nay  mother  and  myfelf  to  get  into  the  lit- 
ters, and  immediately  quit  fuch  feenes  of 
horror.     He  conducted  us  lafe  to  his  own 
houfe  at  Porto,  where  he  entertained  and 
fupported  my  venerable  parent  with  every 
thing  flie  could  wife  or  want,  to  the  lait 
moment  of  her  life. 

i:  As  for  me,  he  immediately  offered  me 
any  money  I  wanted  to  go  to  Court,  to  fo- 
licit  my  father's  enlargement,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  ftate  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  of 
the  proceedings  againft  us. 

"  I  accordingly  carne  hither,  and  la- 
boured a  whole  twelvemonth  to  no  fort  of 
purpofe ;  every  body  to  whom  I  told  my 
Itorv.  pitied  or  feemed  to  pity  me  fmcerely, 

but 
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but  no  one  was  to  be  found  hardy  enough 
to  undertake  any  thing  againft  the  Holy 
Office,  or  to  penetrate  into  their  fecrets. 
It  was  impoffible  for  any  one  fo  much  as 
to  guefs  the  caufe  of  my  father's  misfor- 
tune ;  he,  who  was  an  old  Chriitian,  a 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  Chrift.,  who  had 
been  fo  often  chofen  Provedor  of  the  Mife- 
ricordia  in  Viana,  and  was  in  every  refpeci 
as  firm  and  undaunted  a  believer  as  ever 
enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  holy  Roman 
Catholic  faith. 

"  finding  therefore  all  my  attempts  and 
efforts  were  totally  vain,  and  that  I  was 
expending  my  friend's  money  in  Lifbon 
without  effe&ing  any  thing,  I  returned  to 
Porto,  and  being  overwhelmed  with  grati- 
tude to  himibr  all  his  goodnefs,  I  found  no 
other  means  of  acknowledging  my  fenfe  of 
it  than  by  making  him  a  proffer  of  my  fer- 
vices  to  aiiift  him  in  the  way  of  his  bufi- 
nefs ;  this,  however,  he  would  not  accept 
without  my  mother's  approbation,  which 

(h€ 
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{he  readily  granted,  as  foon  as  I  propofed 
the  affair  to  her;  and  I  was  happy  to  find 
how  well  he  was  fatisfied  with  my  manner 
of  executing  his  directions,  in  purchafing 
the  wines,  and  dealing  with  the  people  of 
the  country. 

"  Eight  years  had  very  nearly  elapfed 
in  this  manner,  when  I  one  day  received  a 

letter  from  the  eldeft  fon  of  D.  S de 

C — -ro  at  Viana,  informing  me,  that  his  fa- 
ther lav  at  the  point  of  death,  and  mod  ear- 
neftly  requefled  to  fee  me  before  he  ex- 
pired. After  communicating  the  contents 
of  this  letter  to  my  friend,  I  fet  off  and  ar- 
rived there,  when  he  had  already  received 
ail  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church; 
there  was  an  altar,  dreffed  in  the  apartment 
where  he  lay,  whereon  to  begin  the  MaiTes 
for  his  foul  immediately  on  its  tranfit,  and 
the  whole  community  of  the  Dominican 
Convent  was  in  the  room  to  affifl  him  in 
his  laft  moments.  As  foon  as  he  faw  me, 
he  faid  he  could  not  die  in  peace,  without 

unburthening 
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unburthening  his  confcience,  according  to 
the  injunctions  of  his  ghoftly  Confeffor 
there  prefent,  and  which  he  faid  he  would 
do  before  all  thefe  reverend  Fathers :  then 
ftretching  out  his  hand  toward  me,  he  faid? 
*?  You  remember  the  day  when  I  was  riding 
along  the  road  which  runs  through  your 
eftate,  and  (lopped  at  a  crofs-road  which 
comes  into  it,  hard  by  a  crofs  fixed  at  the 
corner  of  one  of  your  fields,  where  you  and 
your  father  were  then  beating  and  killing 
a  large  ferpent  which  had  twirled  itfelf 
about  the  foot  of  the  crofs  ?"  I  told  him  I 
remembered  the  circumftance  perfectly ;  he 
then  continued,  "  It  happened  foon  after, 
that  your  father  made  depofitions  againft 
me  before  the  Superintendant  of  the  Pro- 
vince,  by  which  I  loft  my  employment  and 
rank  in  the  Army ;  I  thought  at  that  time, 
and  almoft  even  till  this  moment,  that  I 
was  juftified  in  taking  what  fatisfaftion  I 
could  for  fuch  unfriendly  behaviour,  and 
I  accordingly  fuborned  falfe  witneffes,  who 

depofe4 
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depofed  at  the  Inquifitions  of  Evora.  Lii- 
bon  and  Coimbra,  (of  which  laft  you  know 
my  brother  is  Prefidcnt)  that  they  had  fre- 
quently leen  your  father  make  a  practice 
of  coming  out  early  in  the  mornings,  and 
beating  that  crofs  with  his  cane,  and  of 
fpitting  upon  it;  and  it  was  in  confequence 
of  thefe  depofitions  that  he  wras  taken  up, 
though  perfectly  innocent  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge ;  and  it  is  of  this  that,  wTith 
my  dying  breath,  I  beg  your  pardon,  I  beg 
pardon  of  God,  and  of  all  the  good  Ca- 
tholic Chriftians  here  prefent."  He  had 
fcarce  uttered  thefe  words  when  he  was 
taken  with  an  a^onv,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
breathed  his  laft. 

"  The  whole  people  attending  crofted 
themfelves,  on  hearing  the  avowal  of  fuch 
a  black  piece  of  villainy  !  and  I  took  care 
to  have  a  certificate  drawn  up  in  due  form, 
and  ftgned  by  all  who  were  prefent  at  this 
laft  declaration  of  the  defunft.  My  former 
friends,  who  now  thought  proper  to  take 

notice 
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notice  of  me>  advifed  me  to  fend  imme- 
diately authenticated  copies  of  the  decla- 
ration to  the  Iiiquiiitions  of  Evora,  Lifbon 
and  Coimbra,  where  my  father  had  been 
falfely  aceufed,  afmring  me  it  was  now 
impoflible  but  that  he  would  be  releafed 
with  honour,  and  his  character  and  eftate 
both  reflored  to  him.  When  I  came  to  Porto 
with  the  news,  my  poor  mother,  who  had 
been  long  in  a  wreak  declining  condition,, 
feemed  to  revive ;  (lie  poured  forth  her 
thanks  to  the  Almighty,  for  having  at 
length  juftified  her  hufband's  reputation,  and 
redeemed  it  from  {o  vile  a  calumny.  My 
matchlefs  friend  the  Englifh  merchant  again 
advifed  me  to  come  immediately  hither, 
and  recover  my  aged  parent  from  fuch  a 
tedious  and  dreadful  confinement.  I  did 
fo  \  but  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  late  King's 
death,  when  all  was  confufion,  and  the  new 
Government  was  not  yet  fettled.  The 
forms  of  juftice,  and  efpecially  of  the  In* 
quiiition,  are  flow  :  every  body,  however, 

aflured 
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afTurcd  me,  that  my  father  would  certain- 
ly come  out  with  honour  in  the  firit  Ad 
of  the  Faith  (Auto  da  Fe)  that  fhould  be 
made  ;  and  in  an  audience  I  obtained  of  his 
Eminence  the  Cardinal  Inquifitor  General, 
he  told  me  the  fame. 

u  I  remained  here  encouraged  by  pro- 
mifes,  hoping,  foliciting,  and  daily  expeft- 
ing  the  Bando  to  be  publiihed  for  the  Aft 
of  Faith,  which  was  not  celebrated  till  laii 
Oftober — above  a  year  and  a  half  after 
the  period  I  mentioned. 

"  On  the  day  of  the  celebration  of  the 
Aft  of  Faith,  I  was  among  the  firft  to  place 
myfelf  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Inquifition. 
Several  perfons  in  different  dreffes  appear- 
ed ;  fome  of  them  were  military,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, Sir,  of  your  Regiment  (looking  at 
Priolet),  and  their  different  crim-s  and  fen- 
tences  were  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tribunal :  the  Hall  was  prodigioufiy  full, 
and  I  could  not  ftir  from  my  place  ;  but  I 
{trained  my  eyes  to  difcoveivif  poffible,  m)r 

fathers 


SKETCHES     Of 


father  s-  face  among  the  priforiers  ;  which  if 
was  extremely  difficult  to  do,  on  account 
of  the  horrible  drerfes  they  all  appeared  in, 
with  their  heads  fhaved,  or  their  hair  cut 
fliort,  and  the  abominable  painted  paper- 
caps  on  their  heads.  All  the  prifoners  were 
by  their  fentences  condemned  to  fuffer  one 
fort  of  punifhment  or  another^  excepting 
only  my  father,  whofe  name  the  Secretary 
pronounced  at  laii,  and  mentioned  the  rea- 
Iol'S  why  he  had  been  confined  upon  juri- 
dical, but  faife  information,  ordered  his 
honour  to  be  reintegrated  and  reftored,  and 
that  he  fuould  be  again  put  in  poffeffion  of 
his  eilate,  which  the  Holy  Office  had  only 
taken  the  adminiitration  of,  till  his  charac- 
ter mould  be  cleared^ 

"  I  inflantly  fell  on  my  knees  upon  the 
very  fpot  where  I  then  was,  and3  with  tears 
of  jov,  breathed  out  the  fmeereft  vows  of 
praife,  of  thanks  and.  gratitude,  to  the  All- 
wife  and  Almighty  Ruler  of  Providence, 
for  my  father's  deliverance,     As  foon  as 

the 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.     209 

the  prifoners  were  conducted  out,  and  the 
Hall  thinned  of  people,  I  went  up  to  the 
Secretary,  telling  him  I  was  the  only  fon 
of  the  perfon  laft  mentioned  in  the  lift  of 
the  Aft  of  Faith,  and  begged  to  know  if  he 
was  already  out  of  confinement,  and  where 
I  might  find  him  ?  The  Secretary  in  return 
delivered  me,  with  the  greateft  indifference, 
a  paper  which  he  defired  me  to  perufe. 
Gracious  God !  why  did  I  furvive  a  mo- 
ment after  that  dreadful  inflant  ?  But  I 
dropped  upon  the  floor  as  foon  as  I  had 
read  it :  this  paper  was  a  certificate  figned 
by  the  Inquifi tor  General  himfelf,and  coun- 
terfigned  by  the  Secretary,  terrifying  that 
my  aged,  my  innocent  parent  had  expired 
in  the  torments  of  a  violent  rheumatic  fe- 
ver, in  the  prifons  of  the  Inquifition,  three 
years  before,  earneftly  praying  God  to  for- 
give all  his  enemies. 

*'  When  I  recovered  my  fenfes,  I  found 
I  was  in  a  Lemonade-fhop  in  the  Great 
Square  of  the  Rofcio,  and  I  made  fhift  to 

Vol.  II.  P  get 
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get  back  to  my  lodgings,  where  I  remained 
three  entire  days,  without  being  able  ei- 
ther to  eat,  drink,  or  deep ;  at  laft,  Nature 
nearly  worn  out,  called  for  refrefhment.  In 
two  days  more  I  wrote  my  faithful,  my 
generous  Englifh  friend  at  Porto,  an  ac- 
count of  my  deplorable  fituation ;  he,  in  the 
gentleft  manner  poffible,  communicated  its 
contents  to  my  mother,  who,  as  foon  as  fhe 
perceived  my  father  was  no  more,  gave  one 
loud  fhricfc,  and,  after  a  few  more  ftruggles, 
breathed  her  laft. 

"  In  fine,  Gentlemen,  here  have  I  re- 
mained ever  fince,  induced  much  more  by 
the  inftan'ces  of  my  friend  the  Englifh  mer- 
chant, than  by  any  defire  of  my  own,  foli- 
citing  the  reftitution  of  my  family  eftate, 
in  confequence  of  the  fentence  awarded  by 
the  Inquifition.  The  memorials  I  prefent 
to  the  Inquifitor-General  are  by  him  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  when 
I  fpeak  with  his  Excellency  here  in  audi- 
ence, he  fends  me  back  to  the  Inquifitor- 
General^ 
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General,  fb  that  like  a  foot-ball  I  am  kept 
up  between  the  two,  without  any  profpett 
hitherto  of  feeing  a  period  to  ray  preten- 
fions ;  arid,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  am  mainly 
indifferent  with  regard  to  them :  a  folitary 
infulated  being*  having  loft  every  relation 
I  loved  or  valued  on  earth,  my  eftate 
ruined,  by  being  fo  long  in  the  hands  of  the 
Inquifitors,  my  vines  torn  up  or  neglefted, 
a  noble  foreft  of  oaks  cut  down  and  fold, 
rny  houfe  crumbling  down  without  any 
repairs  for  thefe  ten  years  paft ;  I  could 
neither  enjoy  myfelf  nor  my  lands  in  fuch 
a  fituation,  but  mould  be  every  moment 
tormented  by  the  remembrance  of  better 
and  more  fortunate  days.  I  have  little 
comfort  farther  to  expeft  in  this  world* 
than  what  I  can  gather  in  the  company  of 
fuch  friendly  Gentlemen  as  are  prefent, 
who  are  charitable  enough  to.  condole  with 
me  in  my  affliftion,  and,  by  fharing  it  with 
me,  help  to  alleviate,  in  fome  degree,  its 
preffure*" 

Pa  Oh 
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Oh  Charles,  Horror!  Horror!  Horror! 
Had  I  but  time  to  make  my  remarks ;  but 
it  is  impoffible,  this  letter  having  already 
got  to  fuch  an  extraordinary  length. 

Adieu,  Adieu! 


LET 
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LETTER    XXXV. 


Lifboii,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

JL  AM  quite  afhamed  of  the  length  of  my 
laft  epiftle,  for  which  I  have  no  excufe  to 
offer,  but,  that  it  was  next  to  impofhble 
to  flop  fhort  in  the  middle  of  fuch  an  inte- 
refting  relation,  nor  do  I  believe  you  would 
have  thanked  me  for  doing  fo  ;  but  I  ear- 
neftly  wifh  the  Gentleman,  under  whofe 
cover  I  remit  you  my  letters,  may  not  be 
offended  at  the  fize  of  fome  of  them,  and 
I  am  of  opinion,  you  ought  frankly  to  tell 
him  the  reafon  of  it ;  I  fliall  endeavour  to 
be  fliorter  in  this,  and  abridge  (as  much  as 
poffible  without  laming  it)  the  following 
tragical  account  of  a  family  difperfed  and 
P  3  ruined, 
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ruined,  not  by  the  Inquifition,  (which, 
however  iniquitous,  is  dill  an  eftablifhed 
Tribunal  in  too  many  countries)  but  merely 
by  the  indolence  and  procraftination  of 
the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  wTho,  whatever  his 
flatterers  faid  of  him  at  the  time,  was  very 
far  from  being  that  diligent  laborious  Mi- 
nifter  they  gave  him  out  for ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly did  more  harm  by  the  effefts  of  his 
ambition  and  jealoufy  of  any  rival  or  com- 
petitor, and  confequently  by  fuffering  no 
fort  of  bufmefs  to  be  done  but  by  himfelf, 
and  then  by  neglefting  and  throwing  afide 
the  greateft  part  of  the  detail  of  it,  than 
by  every  other  cenfurable  ac~i  of  his  Admi- 
niftratipn.  The  following  relation  is  a 
glaring  proof  of  it,  and  pf  the  iniquitpus 

difpofition  of  his  brother  P— 1  de  C ho, 

the  Pricft,  and  Inquifi  tor-General  for  fome 
years'  before  his  death,  which  was  faid  to. 
have  been  precipitated  by  the  late  Queen  s 
directions. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  laft  perfon  now  to 
fp£ak  pf  our  fele6t  fbciety  (excepting  our- 

felves) 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.    215 

jeives)  began  immediately  after  the  Cavalier 
had  finifhed  his  narrative,  and  addrefling 
himfelf  more  particularly  to  him,  faid, 
"  that  however  much  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany condoled,  as  he  doubted  not,  with 
him  after  having  undergone  fuch  a  feries 
of  misfortunes,  yet  he  found  in  his  fitua- 
tion  fomething  which,  in  many  points,  fo 
nearly  refembled  his  own,  that  he  could 
not  help  taking  a  particular  fhare  in  his 
affliction,  and  confidering  himfelf  as  more 
Angularly  interefled  in  it. 

"  I  was  born  (continued  he)  in  the  city 
of  Angra,  in  the  Ifland  of  Terceira,  the 
principal  of  nine  iflands  of  the  ocean, 
which  are  known  under  that  name  :  my 
cafe,  Gentlemen,  is  a  virgin  cafe,  fuch  a  one 
as  never  happened  in  the  world  before,  nor 
ever  can  again,  till  God  is  pleafed  to  curfe 
this  nation  with  fuch  another  cruel  oppref- 
five  Minifler,  as  the  Marquis  of  Pombal  has 
b^en  to  it.  I  bow  with  refpeft  to  all  the 
decifions  of  the  Holy  Inquifition ;  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Members  whiph  compofe 
P  4  that 
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that  pious  Tribunal  are  difmterefted,  pure, 
and  merciful;  and  if  they  are  fometimes 
impofed  on,  as  happened  in  the  cafe  of  the 
honourable  Gentleman  prefent,  [here  the 
other  made*him  a  low  bow]  it  is  becaufe 
they  are  men,  and  not  infallible  ;  but  it  is 
not  till  after  they  have  taken  every  precau- 
tion human  prudence  can  fugged,  to  pre- 
vent all  forts  of  fraud  or  unfair  dealing,  nor 
without  following  the  rules  and  inftitutes 
laid  down  to  them  by  holy  Popes  and  Ge- 
neral Councils  of  the  Church  of  God:  but 
that  any  individual,  under  the  rank  of  a 
crowned  head,  mould  by  miftake,  negh> 
gence,  or  malice,  prefume  to  fport  with  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  others,  as  good  in 
every  refpeft  as  himfelf,  (which  is  exaftly 
my  fituatiqn)  Rich  heavy  misfortunes  were 
only  refer ved  for  our  days,  when  the  world 
fiiouH  be  governed  independent  of  reli^ 
gron,  and  only  by  motives  of  bafe  avarice, 
or  iordid  ambition,  or  others  even  more 
difg^acefiil  than  theie* 

s:  My 
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<£  My  father  was  m after  of  a  decent  plan- 
tation in  the  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  Angra ; 
our  family  confifted  of  him,  my  mother, 
two  fons,  (of  whom  I  am  the  el  deft)  and 
two  daughters,  with  a  fufficient  number  of 
flaves  for  the  cultivation  of  our  land,  and 
Providence  feemed  to  fecond  our  induftri- 
ous  endeavours  ;  we  lived  with  a  fair  cha- 
rafter,  happy  and  contented,  paid  our 
tithes  to  the  Church,  and  taxes  to  the 
King,  befides  very  considerable  donations 
my  mother  was  remarkable  for  making  to 
the  Convents  and  the  poor,  when  in  the 
year  1770  a  King's  frigate  from  Lifbon 
entered  our  harbour. 

"  About  a  week  after,  my  father  re- 
ceived  a  very  polite  note  from  the  Governor 
General  of  the  Iflands,  defiring  he  would 
be  fo  obliging  as  to  come  and  fpeak  with 
him  ;  mv  father  accordingly  attended,  and 
his  Excellency  began  by  paying  him  many 
compliments  upon  his  talents  and  abilities, 
adding,  that  they  were  not  unknown  to  his 
coufm  the  Prime  Minifter  of  Portugal,  who 

had 
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had  charged  him  to  make  him  an  advan- 
tageous offer  of  an  employment  in  the  dir 
rettion  of  a  new  manufactory  the  King 
wifhed  to  eftablifh  in  Lifbon,  and  know? 
ing  there  was  no  man  fo  proper  to  be 
charged  with  it,  he  had  it  in  comman4  to 
make  him  a  proffer  of  it, 

u  Nothing  could  be  more  prepofterous 
than  an  offer  of  this  kind  to  a  man  like  my 
father,  already  advanced  in  years,  heavy 
and  unwieldy,  with  his  family  entirely  de- 
pendent on  himfelf,  fixed  and  eftabliihed 
with  all  his  connections  about  him,  and 
limited  to  the  ifland  in  which  he  was  born, 
at  fuch  a  diflance  from  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal,  where  he  had  never  fet  his  foot, 
^nd  where  he  was  unknown.  He  therefore 
propounded  all  thefe  reafons  to  the  Gover- 
nor, in  excufe  for  his.  not  accepting  of  the 
favour  with  which  his  Majefty  intended  to 
honour  him  ;  that  in  his  younger  days  in- 
deed, he  had  fome  knowledge  o£the  manu- 
factory in  queftion,  but  that  he  had  long 
ago  dropped  all  notion  of  profecuting  if; 


tha 
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that  there  were  certainly  numbers  of  per- 
fons  to  be  found  fitter  than  himfelf  for  the 
undertaking,  and  he  therefore  hoped  his 
Excellency  would  approve  of  thefe  rcafons 
for  his  declining  fuch  an  employment. 

"  The  Governor  laid,  it  was  with  regret 
he  faw  fo  much  reafon  for  what  he  al- 
ledged ;  that  every  man  certainly  knew 
his  own  fituation  bed;  and  that,  as  for 
himfelf,  he  had  done  only  his  duty,  in 
executing  the  orders  he  received  on  the 
fubjecL 

ft  In  about  ten  days  more,  when  the 
{hip  was  juft  ready  to  fail  for  Lifbon,  my 
father  going  out  in  the  morning  to  look 
after  his  ordinary  bufmefs,  was  met  by  a 
ferjeant  with  twelve  foldiers  in  the  ftreet, 
who,  coming  up  to  him.  told  him  he  was 
their  prifoner  in  the  King's  name,  fet  him 
in  the  middle  of  them,  and  marching  him 
to  the  waterfide,  put  him  into  a  barge  there 
in  waiting,  and  carried  him  on  board  the 
frigate,  already  under  way,  and  which  they 
with  difficulty  reached. 

"In 
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"  m  that  country  we  always  dine  at 
mid-day.  We  expected  my  father,  and 
he  did  not  appear ;  we  waited,  fent  into 
the  fields,,  and  to  all  the  neighbouring 
houfes  he  ufed  to  frequent,  but  no  account 
could  be  obtained  of  him:  we  were  all 
now  ferioufly  alarmed,  and  my  mother  was 
terrified  and  feized  with  a  fit  of  trerhbling, 
which  made  us  fear  for  her  life.— At  laft, 
recollecting  he  had  been  fent  for  by  the 
Governor,  it  (truck  me  I  might  hear  fome- 
thing  of  him  at  the  Palace  ;  I  accordingly 
repaired  thither,  and  got  fpeech  of  an 
Under-Secretary,  with  whom  I  had  before 
a  flight  acquaintance.  I  eagerly  enquired 
after  my  father.  He  told  me,  fmiling, 
he  could  fatisfy  me,  defired  me  to  be  per- 
fectly eafy,  faid,  that  he  ought  even  to  wiih 
me  joy,  that  my  father's  character  and  good 
cmalities  were  well  known  at  the  Court  of 

A 

Lifbon,  and  had  procured  him  a  creditable 
employment  there  at  the  head  of  a  new 
manufactory,  and  that  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor-Generals  direction,  he  had 

embarked 
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embarked  that  morning  on  board  a  frigate 
which  had  failed  for  Lifbon ;  that  we  might 
be  affured  of  hearing  from  him  in  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  time,  and  of  being  informed 
he  was  perfe&ly  well  and  happy. 

*  I  remained  thunderftruck !  I  went  and 
communicated  the  news  to  my  uncle  the 
Father  Guardian  of  the  Convent  of  St.  An- 
thony, and  fent  him  to  inform  my  mother 
and  family,  which  he  did  with  great  pru- 
dence; they  were  refigned,  and  in  hopes  of 
foon  hearing  from  my  father,  for  there 
could  have  been  no  ufe  in  making  any 
noife,  nay,  circumftanced  as  we  were,  it 
would  have  been  even  dangerous ;  I  there- 
fore had  no  other  choice  but  to  compofe 
myfelf,  and  take  the  belt  care  poffible  of 
our  family  concerns. 

"  We  waited  with  impatience  for  ac- 
counts of  the  arrival  of  the  frigate  at  Lif- 
bon,  and  thefe  accounts  came,  but  none  of 
my  father,  nor  any  letters  from  him ;  we 
got  many  other  perfons  to  write  to  their 
correfppndents  in  Lifoon,  to  make  exa6l 

enquiry 
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enquiry  by  every  poffible  means  ;  the  an- 
fwers  to  all  thefe  letters  returned  regu- 
larly, faying,  that  he  certainly  arrived  in 
the  frigate,  as  mentioned,  and  that  he  had 
been  brought  on  fhore  as  a  prifoner,  but_» 
that  it  had  been  impoffible  to  difcover 
where  he  was  confined ;  that  his  perfon  was 
certainly  not  in  any  of  the  public  prifons^ 
to  which  accefs  could  be  had,  and  which 
had  been  all  diligently  viiited ;  and  that  he 
muff  have  been  carried  to  one  of  the  many 
State  prifons  in  or  about  the  city,  which 
were  inacceffible  without  an  order  from  the 
Minifter  of  State* 

"  After  waiting  thus  near  eighteen 
months  upon  the  rack,  what  could  an  un- 
happy family  do,  with  its  head  and  chief 
fupport  cruelly  torn  from  it?  I  at  laft  took 
my  refolution  :  I  put  my  brother  as  a  No- 
vice into  the  Convent  of  which  my  uncle  was 
Guardian;  I  fold  our  plantation  and  (laves, 
at<  a  great  difcount,  to  a  neighbour  who 
had  his  lands  contiguous  to  it,  and  who  had 
returned  with  a  handfome  wife  from  Lifbon 

about 
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about  fourteen  months  before  ;  I  put  my 
mothers  and  fillers  as  penfioners  into  a  reli- 
gious houfe  in  the  city,  and  appropriated  a 
certain  fund  for  their  maintenance  ;  I  took 
bills  for  the  remainder  of  our  money,  and 
embarked  for  this  place,  to  look  after  my 
father. 

"  I  had  been  arrived  but  a  few   days 
here,  when  I  learned,  that  the  fame  frigate 
which  had  brought  my  father  to  the  king- 
dom, failed  about  a  month  before  upon  a 
three  years  ftation  on  the   coafts  of  the 
Brazil.     After  making  fome  acquaintance, 
and  confulting  with  Lawyers,   I  had  my 
cafe  drawn  up,  and  prefented  in  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Prime  Minifter,  who  ordered  in 
his  defpatch   on  my  memorial,    that  the 
Captain  of  the  {hip  w^hich  brought  my  fa- 
ther over,  fhould  inform  him  with  regard 
to  the  truth  of  what  I  alledged.     This  was 
what  I  feared,  the  Captain  was  gone,  .and 
could  not  inform.     I  gave  in  many  fubfe- 
quent  memorials,  but  no  fort  of  anfwer  or 
defpatch  appeared  on  any  of  them. 

"At 
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*,'  At  the  end  of  two  years,  I  fortunately 
married  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  Clerks 
of  the  War  Office,  and  my  father-in-law 
exerted  himfeif  to  aflift  me,  but  in  vain* 
Soon  after  this  I  received  accounts  from 
the  Terceira,  that  my  poor  mother  had 
died  of  grief,  and  that  my  lifters  were  in- 
confolable.  I  returned  thither,  and  as  my 
brother  had  profefied  in  the  religion  at  the 
end  of  his  noviciate^  I  brought  my  two 
filters  with  me  hither,  taking  a  lad  farewell 
of  our  native  lfland.  At  laft  the  frigate 
returned  from  the  Brazil,  after,  near  four 
years  ab fence.  I  flattened  on  board,  and 
found  the  Captain  had  died  abroad,  but 
the  Firft  Lieutenant  remembered  perfectly 
well  the  circumftances  of  my  father's  im~ 
prifonment,  and  produced  the  receipt  the 
Captain  had  taken  for  his  perfon,  when,  by 
order  of  the  Marquis  of  Porhbal,  he  deli- 
vered him  over  to  one  of  the  Officers  be- 
longing to  the.  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
Luiz  Carrilho  de  St.  Payo.  But  he  was 
not  to  be  found,    to  give  an  account  of 


where 
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where  he  had  difpofed  of  him :  he  had  been 
fent  abroad  the  preceding  year,  as  one  of 
the  Under-Secretaries  to  the  Viceroy  of 
Angola,  in  Africa.  New  petitions  were 
prefented  to  the  Minifter,  without  any 
defpatch^  and  which  moil  probably  he 
never  faw.  The  attention  of  every  body 
was  taken  up  at  this  time  in  the  fhow  of 
erefting  the  King's  Statue  in  the  Great 
Square,  and  fhortly  after^  in  the  quartering 
and  burning  the  poor  Italian  John  Baptifta 
Pelle,  for  the  fuppofed  crime  of  confpiring 
againft  the  Minifter's  life. 

"  The  King  began  now  to  be  danger- 
oufty  indifpofed ;  and  the  Minifter  feeing 
the  end  of  his  power  drawing  near,  em- 
ployed a  trufty  man>  with  four  Clerks  as 
affiflants,  to  open  and  examine  all  the  un- 
opened letters  which  he  had  never  found 
time  to  perufe,  with  directions  afterwards 
to  burn  them.  I  have  been  affined,  there 
were  above  ten  thoufand  of  them  thrown 
in  heaps  upon  the  floor  of  his  Library, 
and  of  two  adjoining  apartments,  on  all 

Vol,  II,  Q  manner 
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manner  of  fubje&s :  fome,  of  the  great- 
eft  confequence,  many  trifling,  and  many 
anonymous,  feveral  incendiary,  and  vaft 
numbers  from  bufy-bodies,  fpies,  informers 
and  delators,  he  had  employed  every 
where,  who  alledged,  that  all  they  did  was 
from  pure  zeal  for  the  King's  fervice,  and 
perfonal  attachment  to  his  Excellency. 
My  father-in-law,  being  alfo  employed  in 
opening  the  letters,  fortunately  met  with 
that  which  the  Governor  of  our  Iflands  had 
written  him,  when  he  fent  my  father  home 
prifoner,  and  as  it  had  never  been  opened, 
was  a  proof  the  Marquis  had  no  knowledge 
of  my  father's  having  been  ever  fent.  It 
was  in  thefe  words : 

"  Mojl  ilhcjlrious  and  excellent  Sir, 

"  IN  obedience  to  your  Excellency's 
iC  commands,  I  fent  for  John  Simoens  da 
"  Sylva  Delgado,  and  made  him  the 
■!  proffer  of  the  care  of  the  manufaftory 
**•  your  Excellency  mentions  ;  but,  as  he 
w  excufed  -himfelf,  I,  in  confequence  of  your 

€€  farther 
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"  farther  inftruftions,  had  him  feized  and 
,r  put  on  board  the  frigate  commanded  by 
"  the  bearer  of  this,  who  has  charged  him- 
"  felf  with  the  delivery  of  the  prifoner  to 
"  your  Excellency's  order.     &c.  &c." 

*  On  the  23d  of  February  1777,  the 
King  died ;  and,  as  we  all  had  expected 
that  event,  I  had  a  new  and  full  memorial 
of  my  cafe  drawn  up,  and  ready  to  prefent 
to  the  new  Queen ;  and  the  very  day  after 
I  prefented  it,  I  was  told  by  his  Excellency 
here,  that  her  Majefty  had  already  given 
orders  for  all  State  prifoners,  or  fuch  as 
were  confined  in  private  prifons,  to  be  fet 
at  liberty,  and  as  thofe  prifons  were  now 
all  open,  I  ought  to  enquire  among  them 
till  I  found  my  father.  I  did  fo  inftantly — 
I  flew  to  the  Junqueira,  to  Pedrou^oSj  to 
St.  Julian's,  to  Cafcaes,  and  fearched  in  the 
State  prifons  of  all  thofe  places ;  no  news 
of  my  father;  but  oh!  it  would  have  burft 
a  heart-  of  fteel,  to  fee  the  wretched  figures 
I  beheld  coming  out  of  thofe  fubterranean. 
and  infernal  dungeons ;  and  their  mifery 
Q  2  could 
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could  only  be  equalled  by  their  numbers* 
and  the  dreadful  accounts  they  gave  of 
their  fuffering.  But  I  was  miferable  till  I 
found  my  father ;  I  croffed  the  river  to  the 
Caftle  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  went  through 
the  forts  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Tagus 
as  far  as  Azeitam,  with  the  fame  fuccefs* 
I  recollefted  I  had  not  yet  been  at  the 
Limoeyro,  and  I  got  there  exactly  as  they 
were  in  the  a£l  of  taking  my  poor  father 
out  of  one  of  the  Segredos  *, — alive,  it  is 
true — but,  gracious  Heaven !  what  a  change 
was  wrought  upon  him !  Gentlemen,  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  I  knew  my 
father  again ;  from  a  full  corpulent  man* 
lie  was  now  fhrunk  up  to  lefs  than  half  his 
former  fize;  his  legs  were  drawTn  up,  and 
contra&ed,  from  the  length  and  nature  of 
his  feven  years  confinement,  fo  that  he 
could  neither  ftretch  them  out  nor  walk, 
and  he  had  almofl  loft  his  fight ;  nay>  three 

*  A  very  narrow  confined  cell,  and  perfectly  dark,  in 
which  State  prifoners  are  often  lodged,  and  all  accefs  to 
Bay  perfon  from. abroad  fmctly  prohibited. 

davs 
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days  after,  he  lofl  it  entirely.  In  this 
piteous  condition  I  had  him  carried  home 
to  my  little  habitation,  where  he  now 
remains. 

"  That  monfter  P — 1  de  C ho,  bro- 
ther to  the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  (for  it  was 
not  till  after  the  change  of  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  that  I  difcovered  the  myftery  of  my 
father's  imprifonment)  was  the  caufe  of  our 
misfortune ;  as  he  wTas  well  known  during 
his  life  to  be  a  compound  of  lewdnefs, 
hatred,  anger  and  revenge.  This  wicked 
Prieft  had,  it  feems,  a  natural  daughter, 
when  he  was  yet  young,  and  whom  he 
was  exceedingly  fond  of;  nay,  fo  much 
fo,  that  fhe  became  his  miflrefs,  as  foon  as 
{he  was  fit  to  be  fo,  till  he  got  her  married 
off  his  hands.  My  father,  feveral  years 
before  his  confinement,  had  gained  a  law- 
fuit  he  had  about  the  divifion  of  fome  part 
pf  his  lands,  which  joined  to  thofe  of  that 
very  perfon  to  whom  I  afterwards  fold  all 
pur  eftate,  on  my  coming  hither  the  firfl 
time  to  enquire  about  my  father ;  and, 
Q  3  thQUSh 
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though  that  perfon  to  all  appearance  was 
perfeftly  reconciled  to  u$,  and  feemed  to  be 
even  exceedingly  touched  with  our  misfor- 
tunes., yet,  ftill  preferving  rancour  in  his 
heart,  he  had  vowed  revenge ;  and  he  had 
come  hither,  as  I  already  mentioned,  fame 
months  before  my  father's  being  carried 
off,  and  contrived  to  marry  this  daughter 

of  P — 1  de  C ho,  knowing  alfo  that  fhe 

ferved  her  father  as  a  miftrefs,  but  with  the 
exprefs  condition,  that  her  father  was  to 
have  mine  with  his  family  removed  en- 
tirely out  of  our  ifland,  and  give  his  fon- 
in-law  an  opportunity  of  purchafing  all  our 
eftate,  for  which  he  was,  alfo  to  furnifh  the 
money :  So  that  this  infamous,  Pjieft,  who 
was  naturally  a  black-hearted  fellow,  and 
would  flick  at  no  wickednefs  to  ferve  his, 
own  private  ends,  had  malicioufly  pointed 
out  my  father  as  a  proper  perfon -to  direft 
the  new  manufaflory  his  brother  wanted  at 
that  time  to  eflablifh.  I  will  here  do  the 
Minifter  the  juftice  to  believe,  he  knew  no- 
thing of  his  reverend  brother's  abominable 

fcheme 


SOCIETY    AND     MANNERS.    231 

fcheme — while,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing 
on  earth  can  excufe  or  palliate  his  cruelty, 
his  infolence  and  indolence,  in  paying  no 
manner  of  attention  to  my  fo  repeated  ap- 
plications concerning  my  father's  unjuft  de- 
tention in  prifon,  in  not  having  the  num* 
berlefs  dungeons,  in  which  he  buried  fo 
many  people  alive,  ftriclly  fearched,  in 
order  to  deliver  my  innocent  father,  who 
had  never  given  the  fmalleft  caufe  of  of- 
fence, and  to  whom  the  Minifter  himfelf 
never  meant  any  harm. 

"  All  thefe  circumftances  of  the  incef- 
tuous  life  of  P — 1  de  C -ho,  of  the  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter,  together  with  many 
others  much  more  horrible  to  relate,  I  had 
but  very  lately  from  his  chief  confident, 
who,  for  his  own  fake,  would  never  give  an 
item  of  them,  till  he  faw  an  end  of  the  late 
Adminiftration. 

M  The  unexampled  cruelty  of  my  fa- 
thers treatment  is  admitted  and  fully  ac- 
knowledged by  the  prefent  Miniftry,  and 
repeated  promifes  of  indemnification  made 
Q4  me; 
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me ;  but,  nqtwithflanding.  all  my  felicita- 
tions, I  apprehend  I  am  ftill  at  a  great  dik 
tance  from  feeing  thefe  promifes  realized. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  enjoy  the  painful  fatifc 
faftion  of  comforting  my  blind  and  aged 
parent,  of  fmoothing  his  defcent  to  the 
grave,  towards  which  he  feems  now  to  be 
haftening  apace,  and  of  fupporting  my 
fillers  decently  upon  the  limited  remains  of 
our  common  fortune.55 

I  am  again  prevented  by  the  length  of 
this  epiftle  from  making  any  obfervations 
on  it,  and  (hall  only  remark,  from  every 
thing  I  hear,  that  this  is  but  one  inflance 
out  of  hundreds,  of  people  who  have  fuf- 
fered  cruelly,  owing  entirely  to  the  jea- 
loufy  and  indolence  of  the  late  Miniller  of 
this  country. 

Adieu. 


LET- 
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BETTER     XXXVI, 

l/ifbon,  1779, 

Dear  Brother, 

X  H AVE  ftrange  news  to  tell  you,  con- 
cerning our  prefent  fituation — fome  unex- 
pefted  changes  have  taken  place  fince  my 
lad  account  of  Lord  Freeman's  pretenfions 
to  D.  Lucretia,  which  promife  fairer  for  the 
completion  of  his  wifh^s,  though  I  flill  fore- 
fee  confiderable  difficulties  in  his  way ;  but 
thefe  may  alfo  be  got  over,  for  what  I  have 
already  feen,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  fpeaking 
and  additional  proof  of  what  I  have  long 
believed,  namely,  that  there  is  a  particular 
and  over-ruling  Providence,  which  regu- 
lates and  dire&s  the  aftions  of  men ;  and 
that  at  leaft,  fome  of  the  worthlefs,  the 

wicked 
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wicked  and  unprincipled,  whatever  their 
fate  may  be  in  another  world,  are  not  even 
permitted  always  to  profper  in  this. 

We  were  all  greatly  furprized  yefterday 
morning  with  the  news,  that  the  two  Counts 
de  Pedralva  and  Baldiorra,  with  another 
young  Fidalgo,  whofe  name  I  did  not  learn, 
had  been  taken  up  the  evening  before  by 
the  Corregidor  of  Belem,  and  carried  pri- 
foners,  by  the  Queen's  command,  to  the 
Caftle  of  St.  Julian,  where  it  is  refolved 
they  (hall  expiate  by  confinement,  the  ex- 
ceffes  and  irregularities  they  have  been 
guilty  of. 

Count  Baldiorra,  as  I  hinted  before,  is  a 
thorough  profligate,  and,  with  his  two 
companions,  at  the  head  of  a  gang  of  ruf- 
fians they  generally  keep  about  them,  had, 
about  fix  months  ago,  fet  fire  to  a  Convent 
of  refpe&able  Nuns  in  the  city,  only  be- 
caufe  the  Lady  Abbefs  had  refufed  them 
admiffion  at  improper  hours,  to  three  of 
her  Nuns  to  whom  they  were  paying  affi- 
diious  court    Complaints  of  fo  grofs  an  m? 

fult 
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fult  had  been  immediately  prefented  to  her 
Majefty ;  but  from  the  refpeft  due  to  the 
families  of  thefe  young  Noblemen,  and  the 
ftrong  empenhos  employed  by  their  relations 
to  protect  them,  no  public  notice  had 
hitherto  been  taken  of  it,  and  they  afTurcd 
tjiemfelves  it  was  now  fallen  into  oblivion.. 
But  the  Nuns,  on  the  other  hand,  whofe 
reputation  had  been  fenfibly  affefted  by 
fiich  a  flagrant  piece  of  behaviour  towards 
them  not  having  been  publicly  animad- 
verted on  by  the  Queen,  who  was  Patronefs 
qf  their  Convent,  had  ftilj  continued  at 
work  to  mufter  up  counter-  empenhos,  fo  as 
to  bring  the  fcale  of  juftice  in  their  favour; 
and  this  being  now  at  laft  effefted,  nothing 
more  was  wanting  to  obtain  the  decree  for 
the  young  Gentlemen's  imprifonment. 

But  the  confinement  of  fuch  a  worthlefs 
fubjeft  cts  young  Baldiorra,  would  have 
been  of  little  confequence  to  us,  had  we  not 
difcovered  immediately  after,  that  it  has 
prevented  the  execution  of  the  molt  abomi- 
nable fcheme  that  was  perhaps  ever  con- 
ceived 
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eeived  by  the  vileft  of  mankind,  the  plan  of 
which  was  laid  out  by  Father  Dominick ; 
for,  however  ready  thefe  young  Fidatgos 
were  to  carry  it  into  execution,  they  had 
not  brains  enough  to  contrive  it. 

It  fee  ins  Count  Baldiorra  was  pofieffed 
with  the  moll  violent  paflion  for  his  own 
coufin  Mifs  Welding,  and  wherever  he  met 
her  was  continually  teafing  her  with  ful- 
fame  compliment s,  and  expreffions  of  fer- 
vice  and  attachment.  She,  an  the  contrary,, 
detefted  him  for  every  reafon,  and  always 
looked  grave,  when  he  happened  to  be  in 
ilie  company  where  (he  was  ;  which  the 
Count  being  fenfible  of,  and  confidering 
moreover,  that  being  himfelf  a  married 
man,  it  was  impollible  for  him  to  make 
honourable  pretenfions  to  her,  he  was  re- 
folved  to  gratify  his  paffion  by  force. 

For  this  purpofe  he  had  agreed  with  the 
Condi  de  Pedralva,  and  came  under  parti- 
cular engagements  to  him,  to  exert  himfelf 
and  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  to  bring 
about  his  marriage  with  his  filler,  and  to 

prevent 
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prevent  and  traverfe  the    pretentions    of 

every  one  elfe.  provided  the  lame  Count 
Pedralva  mould  immediately  aflifl  him  in. 
perfon,  and  with  Ins  attendants,  to  break 
into  the  houfe  of  Sir  Philip  Welding-  and  to 

i  o- 

feize  his  daughter  and  put  her  into  a  clofe 
chaife  he  had  provided,  with  the  neceflary 
relays  upon  the  road,  to  conduct  her  to  his 
fathers  country -houfe  intheprovince  of  the 
Traz-os-Montes,  where  he  was  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  her.  Father  Domihick  had  ar- 
ranged the  manner  of  executing  this  bufi- 
nefs,  and  had  engaged  two  Portuguefe  fei> 
varlts  of  Sir  Philip's  family,  by  bribes  to 
affift  them ;  and  it  was  one  of  thefe,  a  black 
lacquev,  who  turned  approver,  and  in- 
formed Colonel  Prioletof  all  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  as  foon  as  he  heard  the  two  Counts 
had  been  carried  to  prifon, 

Priolet  remained  in  aitonifhment !  but 
told  the  Black  he  could  not  believe  him  till 
he  faw  the  carriage,  and  was  certain  the 
relays  had  been  provided  ;  he  accordingly 
took  the  Black  with  him,  and  they  went 

yefterday 
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yeflerday  as  far  as  Santarem,  from  whence 
ihey  returned  but  a  little  ago^  when  Priolet 
informed  Sir  Philip's  family  of  the  whole 
plot,  and  terrified  them  all :  The  old  Knight 
fwears  he  will  not  remain  a  week  longer  ill 
iuch  a  villainous  country,  and  has  begged 
Mr.  Priolet  to  deep  in  his  houfe,  and  that 
fome  trufty  foldiers  with  arms  may  deep 
below  flairs^  to  prevent  whatever  may  [till 
happen  ;  for  the  bufinefs  was  to  have  been 
done  on  the  night  of  the  very  evening  the 
young  Gentlemen  were  taken  up,  and 
Priolet  himfelf  faw  the  clofe  chaife  and  the 
relays  of  mules,  at  different  diftances,  ready 
upon  the  road. 

The  contriver  of  this  plot,  to  prevent  any 
appearance  of  fufpicion  falling  on  himfelf^ 
took  care  that  evening  to  be  far  enough  out 
of  the  way,  at  the  time  the  blow  was  to  be 
[truck,  and  was  even  prevented  returning 
to  his  penitent  the  Marquis's  houfe  at  all, 
by  an  ugly  accident  which  befel  him,  and 
to  relate  which,  it  becomes  neceflaty  to 
trace  things  a  little  farther  back. 

You 
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Youmoft  know,  that  the  fame  day  Lord 

Freeman  left  Gibraltar,  a  Captain  S t, 

of  one  of  the  Regiments  in  Garrifon,  fet 
out  alfo  on  an  excurfion  into  Spain,  on  his 
way  to  England,  without  any  knowledge 
of  each  others  intentions  ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, Captain  S 1,  for  more  than  one  rea- 

fon,  wifhed  his  departure  might  be  a  pro- 
found fecret  to  every  one. 

Love,  almighty  Love,  that  univerfal  ac- 
tive principle,  which  is  ever  employed  in 
preferring  and  beautifying  the  whole  mafs 
of  animated  nature,  in  defiance  of  the 
numberlefs  dilapidations  of  Time,  Death, 
War,  Famine,  and  all  other  accidents,  was 
the  immediate  caufe  of  the  journey  of  both 
thefe  Gentlemen  :  Lord  Freeman,  in  hopes 
of  finding  his  dearer  half  in  Lifbon  before 

him  ;   and  Captain  S 1,  prompted  by 

the  moft  irrefiflible  defire  of  enjoying 
without  interruption  the  company  of  the 
peerlefs  objeft  (for  the  prefent  moment)  of 
his  affe&ions,  the  beautiful  Donna  Jacoba 
de  Guevara  y  Cifneros5  whom,  at  her  own 

indication 
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inftigation  and  requeft,  he  carried  along 
with  him*  from  the  arms  of  a  hufband  who 
adored  her*  and  who  was  a  Spanifh  Gentle- 
man of  fome  note,  fettled  in  the  Garrifoa 
of  Gibraltar. 

Their  arrival  at  the  fame  miferable  Pofa- 
da,  on  the  evening  of  their  firft  day's  jour- 
ney, produced  thofe  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances  which  happen  almofl  always  at  a 
Spanifh  Inn,  when  more  than  one  fet  of 

Company  meet  in  it :  Captain  S -t,  who 

had  been  early  on  the  road,  got  firft  alfo 
with  his  Dulcinea  to  the  Inn,  and  took  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  only  place  in  it,  which  looked 
like  a  feparate  apartment ;  fo  that  when 
Lord  Freeman  arrived,  and  his  fervants 
Were  difpofed  to  be  troublefome  to  the  land- 
lady and  Captain  S  t,  his  Lordfliip  pru* 
dently  reftrained  them,  fupped  very  con^ 
tentedly  on  a  couple  of  hard-boiled  eggs* 
and  a  draught  of  wine,  and  flept  in  his 
cloak  between  two  fervants,  in  the  fame 
liable  where  his  cattle  were  foddered i 

The 
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The  n£xt  morning,  Capt.  S — — t,  who 
had  a  great  deal  of  the  romantic  in  hi* 
compofition/learning  from  Lord  Freeman's 
fervants,  their  mafler  was  going  to  Cadiz, 

whither  S -t  alfo  intended  going,  fud- 

denly  ftruck  off  to  the  right,  dire61ing  his 
courfe  to  the  Sierra  Morena,  the  fcene  of 
Don  Quixotes  meditations  on  his  miftrefs, 
and  from  thence  to  Madrid  and  Lifbon, 
and  by  the  time  they  arrived  here,  fatiety 
having  bred  difguft,  St  and  his  miftrefs 
were  reciprocally  tired  of  each  other  :  how* 
ever,  he  took  a  genteel  lodging  for  her  in 
a  retired  quarter,  where  he  ufually  flept, 
but  fpent  his  time  abroad  in  diffipation  and 
a  variety  of  heterogeneous  company  to  be 
met  with  in  this  city. 

On  her  part,  Donna  Jacoba  de  Guevara, 
whofe  natural  difpofition  for  gallantry  wTas 
encreafed  by  the  circumflances  of  her  pre- 
fent  fituation,  foon  found  paramours  in 
abundance,  among  whom  (he  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  counting  the  Reverend  Father 
Dominick,  who  never  milled  a  Lady  of  that 

Vol.  II.  R  charaftex 
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chara&er  on  her  firft  appearance :  this- 
abominable  Fryar,  therefore,  who  had  pro- 
jefted  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  rape  onMifc 
Welding,  and  difpofed  every  thing  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  he  was  affured  could  not  mif- 
earry,  refolved  at  any  rate  to  be  at  a  dis- 
tance, v/hen  it  was  to  be  executed,  and  was 
gone  upon  a  piece  of  gallantry  that  fame 
evening    by    appointment    with    Captain 

S -t  s  miftrefs  ;    every  thing  concurred 

toperfuadethe  lovers  they  would  enjoy  the 
utmoft  fecurity  that  evening,  as  they  had 
fo  often  done  before  :  the  Captain  had 
dreffed  late,  and  was  gone  to  a  Ball  at  the 
public  Affembly-room,  from  which  he  ne- 
ver returned  before  four  in  the  morning, 
nor  did  they  apprehend  he  already  fufpeft- 
ed  Father  Dominick's  vifits  to  his  miftrefs, 
were  not  fo  much  in  the  penitential  wTay  as 
they  both  pretended,  much  lefs  did  they 
know  the  Captain  was  to  fail  for  England 
at  midnight,  when  the  tide  ferved,  and 
that  he  wTould  on  that  account  return  to  his 
lodgings  fooner  than  ufual,  to  prepare  his 

little 
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little  affairs  for  his  departure  :  add  to  this, 
that  S  t  was  particularly  defirous  of 
catching  fomebody  with  his  miftrefs  that 
night,  inafmuch  as  it  would  not  only  afford 
him  a  more  plaufible  pretext  for  abandon- 
ing her,  as  he  had  refolved  to  do,  but  alfo, 
as  he  declared  in  his  letter  to  Priolet,  be- 
caufe  his  fingers  itched  to  flog  aPortuguefe, 
efpecially  if  he  was  a  Prieft.  How  much 
more  then  was  he  indulged  in  his  humour, 
when  on  coming  home,  and  bolting  into 
the  room,  he  found,  not  a  Prieft  indeed, 
but  two  Fryars,  of  whom  Father  Dominick 
was  one,  and  in  a  fituation  with  his  miftrefs, 
which  had  not  in  it  the  leaft  appearance  of 
penitence  on  her  partj  or  of  almoft  com- 
mon decency  on  his  ? 

S— -t  inftantly  flew  to  his  piftols,  and 
fwore,  the  firft  perfon  who  fhould  fpeak  or 
move  was  a  dead  man  ;  he  then  called  up 
his  fervant,  and  a  failor  he  had  brought  with 
him,  and  ordered  them  to  kick  the  Fryar, 
Whom  he  did  not  know,  into  the  ftreet ; 
after  which,  they  took  Father  Dominick, 
R  2  and 
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and  tying  him  faft  to  one  of  the  bed-polls, 
they  began  by  giving  him  a  dozen,  in 
the  fame  manner  the  failors  are  flogged 

at   the   gangway.     S 1   then   ordered 

his  portmanteaus  to  be  packed  up  ;  which 
done,  he  reproached  his  miftrefs  feverely 
with  her  ingratitude  and  infidelity,  and 
threw  her  a  purfe.  After  this  they  returned 
to  Father  Dominick,  and  {tripping  him 
naked  to  the  waift,  gave  him  a  fevere  and 
hearty  whipping,  infomuch  that  his  back 
was  like  a  fountain  of  blood,  which  ran 
down  to  his  heels  :  this  being  performed* 
they,  with  the  greateft  deliberation,  took 
up  the  portmanteaus,  and  went  to  embark 
on  board  the  Falmouth  packet,  then  un- 
mooring and  getting  under  way. 

However,  this  intrigue  and  difafler  of 
Frvar  Dominick  will  be  hufhed  up  imme- 
diately, as  is  ever  the  cafe  here,  when  any 
fimilar  accident  happens  to  Churchmen  of 
every  denomination,  who  are  all  zealoufly 
unanimous  in  this  particular,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  credit  and  refpefl:  due  to  them 

from 
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from  die  Laity  ;  and  we  fhould  certainly 
never  have  known  a  word  of  it,  had  not 

S t,  as  fbon  as  he  got  on  board  the 

packet,  written  Priolet  an  account  of  it, 
which  he  fent  him  by  the  pilot  who  car- 
ried her  over  the  Bar. 

This  was  intended  to  have  gone  by  the 
lafl  packet ;  but  I  delayed  it,  in  expecta- 
tion of  an  event  which  has  happened  fmce 
I  wrote  you  the  above,  which  is  no  lefs 
than  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Welding. 

The  Knight  was  certainly  exceeding 
weakly  and  reduced,  having  ever  fince 
he  has  been  here  fubfifted  chiefly  upon 
oranges,  and  having  no  appetite  for  almoit 
any  thing  elfe,  fo  that  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  he  was  drawing  near  his  end  ;  but 
I  believe  it  has  been  haftened  by  the  ac- 
count Priolet  gave  him  of  the  intended  at- 
tack upon  his  family,  which  they  all  ob- 
ferved  at  the  time  made  a  wonderful  im- 
preffion  on  him.  In  any  event,  while  the 
family  was  at  breakfaft  next  morning,  he 
was  taken  wTith  a  fainting  fit,  which  re- 
R  3  turned 
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turned  to  him  repeatedly  during  five  days^ 
at  the  end  of  which,  notwith (landing  every 
afliftance,  and  all  the  cordials  they  gave 
him,  he  expired  almoft  without  a  ftruggle 
or  a  groan. 

This  again  will  mak£  an  alteration  in 
Priolet's  Situation  ;  and  now,  neither  he  ripr 
Mifs  Wejding  makes  any  fcruple  of  avowr 
ing  their  regard  and  attachment  to  each 
other  :  they  are  indeed  a  charming  couple,, 
and  every  body  here,  who  knows  them, 
loves  them,  and  feems  to  intereft  themfelves 
in  their  happinefs,  faying  they  were  cer- 
tainly made  for  each  other.  Mif>  Welding 
prefTes  Priolet  to  quit  this  fervice  direftly, 
and  go  to  England;  but  he  declares  he  will 
not  leave  this,  without  carrying  his  friend 
Lord  Freeman  "and  his  bride  along  with 
him,  fo  great  is  his  friendship  fpr  him.  Pri- 
olet  gets  pofTeffion  of  a  pretty  neat  houfe 
and  eftate  near  London/tho'^by  the  Knight'^ 
will,  there  is  400I.  yearly  goes  for  Lady 
Welding  s  jointure,  which  is  more  than  (he 
deferves;  fqr  {he  not  only  prefTes  Priolet 

and 
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and  Mifs  Welding  to  marry  here  immedi- 
ately, and  which  they  certainly  will  not  do 
till  a  reafonable  time  after  the  old  Knight's 
death,  but  fiie  gives  proof  pofitive,  that  fhe 
is  ferious  in  the  advice  fhe  gives ;  for  (he 
takes  it  herfelf,r  and  is  to  be  married  in 
three  days  hence,  to  a  dapper  little  English- 
man, who  appeared  here  in  the  character 
of  a  traveller,  foon  after  the  Knight's  arri- 
val, and  who  followed  her  hither  from 
Leghorn,  as  it  now  appears,  to  wait  the 
event  of  the  Knight's  death.  This  fpark, 
who  it  is  evident  had  adjufted  matters  with 
the  Lady  long  ago,  is  quite  a  Dilettante, 
and  a  delicate  mufical  man,  and  charms 
the  Lady  fo  with  his  fine  voice  and  his 
playing  on  the  Violin  and  the  Piano-forte, 
that  he  has  made  an  eafy  conqueft  of  her, 
and  the  woman  feems  already  to  be  per- 
fectly in  raptures  with  him  ;  and  on  his 
part,  he  has  fecured  for  himfelf  an  income 
of  400I.  a  year,  more  than  I  believe  he  had 
before,  which  was  nothing,  for  I  under- 
ftand  he  is  an  Adventurer. 

R  4  The 
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The  young  ftudent  John  Carlos  from 
Porto  is  juft  arrived,  and  Priolet  has  made 
him  take  up  lodgings  with  him,  though, 
as  he  at  prefent  has  his  hands  full,  he  will 
not  have  much  fpare  time  to  beflow  on  his 
converfion, 

Adieu ! 


LET. 
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LETTER     XXXVII. 

Liibou,  1779- 

Dear  Brother, 

V  V  E  have  now  vifited  almoft  every  thing 
worth  feeing  in  the  environs  of  this  city  : 
Many  fituations  we  found  delightful  by 
Nature,  and  which  only  wanted  fome  aflift- 
ance  from  Art  to  improve  them,  and  even 
that  I  would  have  in  imitation  of  beautiful 
Dame  Nature,  who  delights  in  propriety, 
fimplicity,  and  chaftenefs  of  tafle. 

We  had  heard  fo  much  of  the  Aqueduft 
before  we  faw  it,  that  it  did  not  come  up  to 
our  expeftation :  it  is,  however,  a  noble  work, 
and  above  all  things  valuable  for  its  utility, 
bringing  a  ftream  of  fine  water  to  the  city, 
which  before  wTas  perilling  for  the  want  of 
it ;  for,  though  that  element  is  every  where 
jndifpenfable  for  the  ufe  of  mankind,  yet  I 

believe 
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believe  the  fearcity  or  want  of  it  would  be 
more  no  where  feverely  felt  than  here. 

The  outlets  of  the  city  are  difagreeable, 
becaufe  you  are  every  wThere  between  two 
high  ftone  walls,  with  which  the  orchards 
and  vineyards  are  furrounded,  and  which 
cut  off  almpft  every  profpeft ;  moreover, 
you  are  fcoreheel  with  the  Sun's  rays  be- 
tween them,  and  blinded  by  the  duff,  which 
is  almoft  conftantly  agitated  by  a  fine  Nor* 
thern  breeze,  otherwife  very  acceptable. 

From  this  to  Cintra  are  five  leagues  over 
a  bad  rough  payement,  but  y/hen  you  get 
there,  your  labour  and  fatigue  are  richly  re- 
paid by  the  coolnefs  qf  the  air,  and  a  view 
of  the  fine  rural  retreats  fgattered  along  the 
North  fide  of  the  mountain,  which  we  vi- 
fited  feme  days  ago :  Here  Nature,  undif- 
guifed  by  the  pitiful  efforts  of  Art,  exhibits 
ho~  fantaftic  and  enchanting  beauties  upon 
f  very  extenfive  fcale,  and  I  was  delighted 
with  traver-fing the  ffupendous  rocks,  wild- 
ly inter!  perfed  with  wood  and  water :  well 
might  the  Antients  call  it  the Proinoritoriiim- 

Luncey 
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Lunas,  the  Promontory  of  the  Moon,  for  I 
imagined  we  had  a  nearer  and  more  difiinfl 
view  of  that  beautiful  luminary,  from  the 
higheft  pinnacle  of  the  mountain,  on  which 
the  Ancients  had  built  a  Temple  dedicated 
to  her,  under  the  Invocation  of  Cynthia,, 
from  whence  pomes  the  modern  appella- 
tion of  Cintra;  and  there  is  not  certainly  a 
fpot  on  the  Globe,  where  aftronqmical  ob- 
fervations  might  be  made  with  more  advan- 
tage, whether  we  confider  the  great  height, 
the  ferenity  of  the  atmofphere,  or  the  ex- 
tenfive  horizon,  joined  to  the  moil,  com- 
manding and  unbounded  profpeft  of  the 
great  Atlantic  Ocean,  immediately  under  it 
on  the  Weft.  Accordingly,  on  this  very  fpot, 
we  found  a  Convent  of  ftupid,  dull,  igno- 
rant Monks,,  who  are  fp  far  from  looking 
upwards,  that  they  are  bound  by  a  vow  of 
profeflional  humility  and  obedience,  never 
to  lift  their  eyes  from  the  earth — Such  is 
the  progrefs  of  fcience  and  ufeful  literature 
jn  this  flqurifhing  country. 

From 
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From  Cintra  we  crofied  the  country,  and 
came  to  a  town  called  Qeyras,  where  Hands 
the  country  palace  of  the  late  Minifter, 
within  a  mile  of  the  Caftle  of  St.  Julian, 
which  we  alfo  vifited,  and  returning  from 
thence,  we  wTent  through  the  houfe  and  gar- 
dens of  the  Marquis,  Colonel  Priolet  having 
a  number  of  acquaintance  there.  The  houfe 
is  a  very  large,    extenfwe  and   irregular 
building,  with  many  fine  apartments  in  it, 
and  fome  well  executed  family  piftures ; 
among  others,  we  faw  t;he  portrait  of  that 
P— 4  de  C— -ho  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a, 
former  letter,  and  not  in  the  moft  credita- 
ble manner ;  he  was  drawn  in  his  Cardinal's 
drefs,  though  he  never  lived  to  receive  the 
facred  Cawl,  which  Ganganelli  fent  him,  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  much  more  out  of  re- 
fpeft  to  his  brother  the  Marquis,  than  for 
any  merit  of  his  own ;  but  P — 1  died  whil© 
it  was  on  the  road  from  Rome ;  and  it  is  re- 
markable enough,  that  among  a  batch  of 
Cardinals  Ganganelli  made  at  that  time,  lie 
was  the  only  one  the  Pope  refer ved  m  petto, 

and 
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and  (as  I  humbly  apprehend,  there  are  no 
Cardinals  in  the  next  world)  kept  him  fo 
long  there,  that  when  he  let  him  out  of 
petto,  the  honor  he  intended  was  no  more 
of  ufe  to  him. 

The  gardens  are  very  extenfive  and  ill 
laid  out,  I  mean  for  pleafure,  and  in  regard 
to  tafle,  it  is  plain  the  intention  was  to  turn 
every  thing  to  profit ;  they  are  full  of  orange, 
lemon  and  mulberry  trees,  with  a  large  houfe 
in  one  part  of  the  garden  for  the  filkworms. 
The  Marquis  has  a  large  eftate  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, confifling  chiefly  in  vineyards, 
all  furrounded  with  high  (lone -walls,  with 
ftrong  iron  gates,  and  which  produce  the 
Calcavella  wine.  At  one  fide  of  the  gar- 
den he  has  built  a  large  wine-prefs,  with  all 
the  neceffary  conveniencies,  and  adjoining 
a  noble  wine-cellar,  with  the  large  cafks 
ranged  in  order  under  arches,  fo  that  I 
thought  I  was  got  into  the  wTine-vaults  at 
Bremen,  or  others  I  have  feen  in  Germany. 

While  we  were  at  dinner  at  the  Inn,  two 
Officers  of  Priolet's  acquaintance  came  to 

pay 
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pay  their  refpefts  to  him ;  he  made  them  fit 
down,  and  they  entered  into  fome  convert 
fation,  which  chiefly  turned  on  their  prefent 
difagreeable  fituation,  compared  with  times 
part,  and  how  every  thing  was  now  chang- 
ed for  the  worfe.  They  complained,  that 
fince  the  Marquis  of  Pombal  had  retired* 
their  town  was  become  a  defert.  and  that 
merit  in  the  Army  was  now  totally  neglect- 
ed, and  men  of  probity  and  honor,  like 
thenifelves,  defpifed  and  laughed  at*  and 
nothing  now7  ilicceeded  but  empenhos  and 
hypocrites ;  and  particularly  that  the  Ar- 
my was  ruined  fince  General  Maclean  and' 
almcft  all  the  Englifn  Officers  had  left  it* 

When  they  were  gone,  Lord  Freeman  was 
curious  to  know  who  thofe  Gentlemen  were 
who  had  been  fo  lavifh  in  their  own  praifes* 
talked  fo  much  of  their  virtue  and  honor* 
and  had  given  fuch  a  flourifhing  account  of 
the  fervices  they  have  rendered  the  Crowm. 
I  fuppofe,  Priolet,  (faid  his  Lordfhip)  they 
are  two  good  old  Officers*  who  have  feen 
much  fervke,  but  have  not  intereft:  enough 

to 
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to  obtain  the  promotion  due  to  them.  On 
our  road  back  to  Liibon,  Mr.  Priolet  gave 
us  the  following  account  of  them  : 

V.  Gentlemen,  (laid  he)  when  Idefcribe  to 
you  thofe  two  men,  you  may  figure  to 
yourfelves  that  I  am  giving  to  you  a  lively 
pifture  of  the  major  part  of  the  Portugueie 
Officers.  There  are,  no  doubt,  fome  ex- 
ceptions, but,  for  the  good  of  the  Army,  it 
were  {incerely  to  be  wifhed,  the  number  to 
be  excepted  were  infinitely  greater :  Thefe 
are  two  empty,  ignorant  boafters,  who  will 
talk  to  you  by  the  hour,  of  nothing  but 
themfelves,  of  their  fervices,  their  merit 
and  their  honor ;  the  word  honor  is  indeed 
to  be  found  in  the  mouth  of  every  one  you 
meet,  and  I  am  afraid  only  there  ;  a  Cobler 
will  as  frankly  and  peremptorily  pledge  his 
honor  to  atteft  an  untruth,  as  a  Lieutenant- 
General,  and  have  both  nearly  the  fame  no- 
tion of  what  it  really  is  ;  nor  is  any  thing  of 
all  this  the  leaft  furprifmg,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  t}ie  natural  effeft  of  preceding  and  evi- 
dent caufes :  The  very  nature  of  their  Go- 
vernment, 
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vernment,  fo  jealous,  arbitrary  and  domi- 
neering, gives  them  an  unavoidable  and  de- 
cided turn  for  difmgenuity,  Cunning  and 
circumvention  ;  and  as  their  only  teachers 
and  direftors,  the  Priefts,  are  themfelves  to- 
tally ignorant  of  what  moral  obligation  is, 
fo  it  is  irnpoffible  they  can  teach  it  to  others ; 
they  place  the  whole  merit  of  a  good  Ca- 
tholic in  hearing  Mafs,  and  obferving  a  few 
ridiculous  and  futile  precepts  of  their 
Church,  which,  if  ilrictly  adhered  to,  as 
they  generally  are,  their  confciences  are  fet 
perfectly  at  eafe  ;  and  as  to  any  thing  elfe, 
they  give  into  the  practice  of  every  other 
vice,  (drinking  only  excepted)  without  the 
fmalleft  compun&ion  ;  in  all  which  the 
Clergy,  and  efpecially  the  Fryars  fet  the 
example,  yet  in  fuch  a  manner  however, 
that  there  is  fcarce  ever  the  appearance  of 
any  perfon  leading  a  diforderly  life,  every 
thing  being  carried  on  under  the  cloak  of 
that  univerfal  diffimulation,  to  which  they 
are  fo  well  accuftomed. 

«  I  deubt 
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?'  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  appear  very  lin- 
gular, when  I  inform  you  that  one  of  theie 
two  men  is  an  Adjutant,  and  the  other 
Quartermafter  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery 
we  faw  in  St.  Julian's  Cattle*  and  during  the 
late  Administration,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  did  an  hour's  duty  in  it,  and  their  be- 
ing made  to  attend  their  duty  now,  is  the 
real  caufe  of  their  complaint  of  the  times, 
and  of  their  Commandant,  whois>  it  feems, 
not  fo  condefcending  to  them  as  was  his  pre- 
deceiTor,  now  dead,  who  formed  that  Regi- 
ment. He  was  the  fon  of  a  foreigner,  but, 
being  born  and  bred  here,  had  adopted  all 
the  prejudices  of  the  country ;  he  had  more- 
over a  very  pretty  wife,  who  knew  much 
more  than  himfelf,  and  led  him  as  (lie  pleaf- 
ed,  for  female  influence  is,  I  believe,  as  pow- 
erful here  as  in  France,  though  not  half  fo 
vifible.  Her  hufband  had  been  originally 
bred  to  the  fea,  and  was  Captain,  of  a  fixty- 
four  gun  friip,  when,  on  a  certain  occasion, 
it  was  prefumed  he  did  not  behave  with  all 
the  fpirit  of  a  brave  Por.i,uguefe,  but  run 
Vol.  II.  S  away 
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away  with  his  (hip  from  a  fmall  Algerine 
xebec,  with  not  above  fifty  men,  when  he 
ought  to  have  run  to  her  and  taken  her ;  fa 
that,  whether  it  was  owing  to  that,  or  to  his 
wife's  fine  eyes,  as  others  afferted,  I  (hall  not 
prefume  to  determine  ;  wThat  is  certain  is, 

that  his  Excellency  F o  X r  de 

M- — —a,  the  Minifler's  brother,  and  then 
Director  of  the  Marine  and  Dock -yards, 
took  his  (hip  from  him  and  gave  him  a 
Regiment  of  Artillery  ;  and  when  the  new 
Colonel  came  to  regulate  his  Regiment  he 
could,  in  return,  do  no  lefs  then  make  his 
Excellency's  body  fervant  his  Quartermaf- 

ter,  and  his  brother  P — 1  de  C ho-s 

body  fervant  his  Adjutant,  as  you  may  fup- 
pofe,  at  the  recommendation  of  their  maf- 
ters,  and  which,  for  the  Colonel,  was  equal 
to  a  command,  and  thefe  are  the  two  men 
we  converfed  with  a  little  ago,  who  were 
conftantly  attending  them,  as  long  as  they 
lived,  (having  them  and  emptying  their 

ch p — s  every  morning ;  and  I  (hould 

be  a  richer  man  than  I  am,  if  I  had  a  guinea 

For 
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for  every  time  they  have  flood  behind  my 
chair  at  Oeyras,  when  I  dined  with  their 
matters.     You  will  afk  me,  how  the  Count 
la  Lippe  could  permit  fuch  abufes  ?    To 
which  I  readily  anfwer,  that  Count  laLippe, 
in  order  to  carry  through  the  few  points  he 
fucceeded  in,  with  regard  to  the  Army,  was 
obliged  to  (hut  his  eyes  to  a  hundred  abufes 
of  infinitely  more  confequence.  But,  Prio- 
let,  (faid  Lord  Freeman)  to  make  Officers 
of  fervants,  of  fellows  who  abafe  themfelves 
to  every  menial  office,  where  was  that  ever 
done  ?  It  is  (replyed  Priolet)  the  beft  chan- 
nel of  recommendation  for  a  poor  man  in 
this  country  j  to  get  into  the  King's  fervice 
after  having  been  in  that  of  fome  Fidalgo; 
and  the  only  chance  he  has  for  being  paid 
for  it,  for  as  to  wages,  it  is  a  thing  not  much 
in  ufe,  in  the  way  of  hard  cafli,  and  very 
feldom  expefted ;  addrefs  in  the  art  and 
profeffion  of  p — p — g  too,  is  an  excellent 
road  to  military  promotion  ;  and  forry  am 
I  to  fay  it,  but  the  thing  is  fa6t^  and  it  is  but 
fair  to  produce  the  truth  on  both  fides  5  I 
S  2  have 
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have  known  too  many  inftances  of  promo* 
tion  being  obtained  by  that  means,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  fome  of  the  natives 
of  Great-Britain,  who  were  Officers,  high 
in  rank  in  this  fervice  :  but  much  more  fo 
by  the  luflful  intrigues,  of  the  Nobility  and 
Clergy  of  this  country. 

But  it  is  impoffible  to  have  an  Army  (laid 

Freeman)  without  being  properly  officered. 

There,  my  Lord,  we  are  perfectly  agreed, 

(replied  the  other)  and  as  things  now  Hand, 

it  will  be  in  vain  ever  to  expect  it  in  this 

country ;  for  thofe  perfons  of  the  middle 

clafs,  the  fitted  for  it,  and  who  really  know 

any  thing,  and   have  fome  fmattering  of 

education,  all  take  to  the  Church,  where 

there  is  eafe,  pleafure  and  fat  benefices ;  and 

to  take  Foreign  Officers  upon  the  prefent 

footing  of  the  fervice,  would  not  mend  the 

matter  one  jot,  for  they  would  get  none  but 

the  dregs  and  outcafts  of  other  fervices,  as 

happened  here  laft  wrar,  when  there  poured 

in  fuch  fwarms  of  ftarving  ragamuffins  from 

all  quarters,  as  I  believe  never  met  before; 

i    ■  for 
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for  what  real  profefTional  man  would  leave 
liis  own  country  to  come  upon  fuch  mifera- 
ble  appointments?  but  even  that  I  coniider 
as  far  from  being  the  worft  article  :  it  is  the 
instability  of  the  fervice  I  complain  of — i 
it  is,  that  the  belt  and  bravefl  Officer  is  at 
ever)-r  moment  fubject  to  have  his  heels 
tripped  up — I  don't  fay  only  by  a  Fidalgo, 
a  Courtier  or  a  Gentleman — but  by  whom  ? 
why,  by  a  dirty,  greafy  Fryar ;  a  fellow  fa 
intolerable,  that  you  (hall  have  the  (link  of 
the  oil  of  his  coarfe  abominable  habit  in 
your  nofe  at  forty  yards  diftance  from 
him — fuch  a  fellow,  for  example,  as  the 
Archbifhop  who  reigns  all  powerful  in 
the  palace  now,  fo  that  you  mall  fee  men 
of  rank  and  dignity  kiffing  the  fcapularv, 
not  of  his  Excellency,  (for  that  is  an  honor 
but  fewr  can  afpire  to)  but  that  of  a  dirty 
Lay-Friar,  his  attendant,  who  (haves  his  Ex- 
cellency every  morning. 

As  I  hope  now  to  be  able  to  quit  the  fer- 
vice foon,  I  flia.ll  be  forry  to  leave  the  poor 
foldiers,  for  I  love  them,  and  it  is  a  thou- 
S  3  land 
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fand  pities  they  are  not  commanded  by  bet- 
ter Officers,  for  they  have  many  of  the  qua- 
lities neceffary  in  a  good  fpldier.  If  they 
have  once  a  confidence  in  their  Officers, 
they  will  do  any  thing,  or  every  thing  for 
them,  almoft  without  any  conftraint.  There 
is  nothing  eafier  than  gaining  their  good 
opinion,  and  when  you  have  it,  you  muft 
do  fome  very  unjuftifiable  things  indeed  be- 
fore you  lofe  it :  they  will  go  any  where 
with  you,  and  fight  whom  you  pleafe,  if 
you  lead  them  on ;  the  only  reigning  vice 
I  know  amongft  them  is  gaming.  They  will 
go  through  a  vaft  deal  of  fatigue  without  a 
murmur,  and  live  upon  bread  and  water, 
writh  a  head  of  garlick,  as  long  as  you  pleafe, 
or  at  leaft  as  long  as  they  fee  circumftances 
require  it,  with  great  patience,  and  even  con- 
tented, and  care  very  little  about  any  other 
appointments,  at  leaft,  they  will  never  quar- 
rel with  you,  as  to  the  time  of  receiving 
them. 

I  was  very  glad  we  got  Priolet  in  this  to- 
pic, becaufe.I  know  I  may  depend  on  his  in- 
formation, 
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formation,  from  which  I  think  it  is  eafy  to 
fee,  thatwithout  fome  great  and  unexpected 
change  in  this  Government,  it  will  be  in 
vain  ever  to  look  for  a  good  Army  in  the 
country. 

Adieu. 


S  4  LET- 
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LETTER    XXXVIII, 


Jifbon,  J  779* 


Dear  Brother, 


X  H I S  was  intended  to  be  fent  you  by 
laft  packet,  had  I  not  been  prevented  wri- 
ting, as  I  fully  intended,  by  an  accident  the 
moll  extraordinary  that  ever  happened  to 
me  in  my  life. 

You  muft  know,  that,  as  all  Foreigners 
of  diftinclion  here,  live  upon  a  very  friend? 
ly  footing  with  each  other,  fo  as  to  keep,  up 
this  the  better,  they  have  public  nights  in 
their  refpeciive  houfes,  when  the  mailer 
and  miftrefs  are  glad  to  fee  all  good  com- 
pany of  their  acquaintance  without  parti- 
cular invitation,  and  by  this  means  there  is 
always  one  houfe,  and  often  two  open  every 
night  of  the  week,  which  is  a  great  refource 

for 
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for  lounging  Gentlemen  and  idle  Ladies, 
We  had  dined  by  invitation  on  the  fame 
day,  at  one  of  thofe  houfes  near  our  own 
fcdgings,  and  at  night  after  a  good  deai  of 
company  were  affembfed^  had  drank,  tea. 
and  were  fitting  down  to  cards,  I  Hipped 
out  to  come  home  and  write  you  ;  and  as 
our  lodging  was  fb  near,  I  did  not  take  the 
carriage,  which  was  ready,  but  made  the 
footman  walk  before  me  with  a  flambeau, 
and,  as  I  came  very  near  our  own  houfe,  *a 
fellow  bruflied  bv  me  runnings;  hard,  and 
purfued  by  another,  who  was  calling  out  to 
ftcp  him,  this  laft  came  clofer  to  me  and  hit 
me  a  blow  on  the  left  breall,  and  run  on  ; 
I  made  inftantly  after  him,  calling  to  the 
footman  to  flop  him,  which  he.  was  in  no 
hafte  to  do  ;  however,  as  I  had  an  excellent 
fapling  in  my  hand,  with  a  couple  of  ftjrokes 
I  brought  him  down  ;  the  footman  coming 
up,  begged  me  mil  to  fecure  his  hands, 
which  he  helped  me  to  do ;  we  fearched 
him,  but  found  only  the  fteel  cafe  of  a  ftab  ■ 
bing-knife  ;  we  led  him  into  the  koufe  with 


U5 
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us,  and  after  tying  his  hands  very  well  with 
cords,  locked  him  up  in  an  empty  cellar ; 
I  then  fat  down  to  write  you,  and  for  that 
purpofe  took  out  my  note -book,  which  I 
generally  carry  in  a  high  pocket  opening  in 
the  lining  of  my  .poaioppofite  the  left  breaft ; 
but  what  was  my  furprife,  when,  on  ex- 
amining the  book,   I   found  it  had  been 
pierced  with  a  (harp-pointed  knife  more 
than  half  through,  although  it  confided  of 
above  thirty  Jeav.es  of  paper,  interfperfed 
with  others  of  parchment  and  a  thick  Mor? 
rocco  cover?  Was  this  Providence,  Charles? 
or,  what  was  it  which  thus  delivered  me 
from  immediate  death?  I  examined  my  coat 
and  found  the  correfponding  cut  in  it,  but 
very  fmall.  The  villain  muft  have  been  an 
old  praftitioner,  and  knew  how  to  take  his 
aim,  for,  as  nearly  as  I  can  judge,  I  believe, 
had  the  note-book  been  away  his  knife  would 
have  plunged  direftly  into  my  heart, 

I  immediately  fent  the  footman  back  to 
the  houfe  I  had  left,  with  my  compliments 
to  Colonel  Priolet,  and  that  I  mould  be  glad 

to 
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to  (peak  with  him,  Accordingly  he  came, 
and  I  told  him  what  had  happened.  Ke 
fcemed  furprifed,  but  faid  he  would  go  and 
talk  with  the  affaftin,  and  left  he  might  ftill 
have  arms  concealed,  we  carried  a  cafe  of 
piftols  each  with  us.  As  foon  as  the  villain 
law  us  come  into  the  apartment,  he  began 
to  call  out  for  a  ConfefTor,  fuppofmg  we 
were  come  to  put  an  end  to  his  life.  You 
(hall  confefs  to  me,  you  fcoundrel,  (faid  Mr, 
Priolet  to  him  in  a  threatening  tone  and  in 
his  own  language)  who  it  was  fet  you  upon 
murdering  this  Gentleman  ?  Oh !  Sir,  Sir, 
Colonel  Priolet,  (faid  the  wretch  trembling). 
What.  Luiz,  is  it  vou !  f exclaimed  Priolet  in 
amazement)  you,  whom  I  fo  lately  fayed 
from  the  gallows  ?  Oh !  you  facinorous  raf- 
cal,  you  (hall  not  efcape  fo  well  on  this  oc- 
cafion  :  Did  not  you  promife  me  faithfully 
to  quit  this  infamous  way  of  life  ?  and  yet, 
almoft  immediately  after,  I  find  you  at- 
tempting to  murder  a  perfon  whom  you 
know  to  be  my  beft  friend.  Oh !  Sir,  your 
honor — my  life  is  in  your  hands,  (returned 

*  the 
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the  other)  but  I  would  not  have  done  it,  had 
it  not  been  an  Englifhman  who  fet  me  on, 
and  promifed  me  forty-eight  mil-reis,  and 
that  my  fortune  mould  be  made  if  I  did  it. 
If  that  Gentleman  will  permit  us,  Sir,  I  will 
tell  you  all.  Priolet  then  defired  me  to  leave 
him  with  the  villain,  which  I  hefitated  to 
do,  but  he  affured  me  there  was  no  fort  of 
danger ;  on  which  I  left  them,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  Priolet  came  up  to  me,  after 
fending  for  a  file  of  men,  who  conveyed  the 
fellow  to  a  fecure  prifon,  and  faid  to  me  thefe 
words :  '  My  dear  Cofligan,  you  are  the  molt 
fortunate  man  I  ever  knew,  and  you  are  cer- 
tainly preferved  for  fomething  great ;  for 
I  do  believe  you  are  the  firfl  perfon  that 
murderer  ever  fet  upon,  whom  he  did  not 
deprive  of  life  •  and  what  a  Providence  of 
God  it  was,  that  the  pocket-book  happened 
to  be  in  the  way  ?  Now,  I  have  only  one 
requefl  to  make  you  for  the  prefent,  which 
is,  that  you  will  not  take  the  fmalleft  notice 
to  any  one  of  what  has  juft  happened,  that 
affafiin  has,  I  think,  given  me  the  thread  of 

a  clew, 
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a  clew,  which  will,  I  hope,  lead  to  great 
difcoverics,  and  which  will  be  loft  if  you 
mention  to  any  one  a  fyllable  of  this  bufi- 
nefs,  not  even  to  your  friend  Lord  Freeman, 
whom  I  hope  in  a  very  fhort  time  to  be  able 
to  ferve  effentially ;  but  I  can  tell  you  no- 
thing more  till  fome  days  hence.  Charge 
the  footman  who  came  with  you  not  to  open 
his  lips  about  it,  and  let  us  return  to  the 
Affembly  and  play  at  cards,  as  if  nothing 
had  been  the  matter.  Silence  and  fecrecy 
is  the  only  method  of  doing  effectually  all 
forts  of  bufmefs  in  this  country.5 

We  accordingly  returned  to  our  compa- 
ny, and  I  did  not  fay  a  word  of  the  affair  to 
any  one,  nor  Priolet  to  me  till  feven  days 
after,  though  we  faw  each  other  daily  ;  at 
laft,  he  requefted  a  particular  audience  of 
Lord  Freeman,  and  that  I  might  be  prefent. 
He  began  by  informing  him  of  the  accident 
which  happened  to  me,  as  I  mentioned 
above,  and  then  continued  as  follows : 

'  The  compliment  was  intended  for  your 
Lordfhip,  though  our  worthy  friend  Cofti- 

gan 
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gan  was  fo  near  falling  a  faerifice  in  your 
place,  owing  to  your  being  both  nearly  of 
the  fame  fize  and  make^and  more  to-  your 
being  dreffed  in  the  fame  Coloured  clbaths5 
on  the  day  the  accident  happened;  You  will 
recollect,  when  we  difcovered  the  intended 
attack  on  Sir  Philip  Welding's  houfe,  it  was 
by  means  of  two  fervants,  one  of  whom 
(the  Black)  informed  me  of  the  whole  plot, 
and  I  had  the  other  fecured.  Sir  Philip 
wifhed  eagerly  to  have  the  fellow  profecuted 
and  hanged,  but  I  diffuaded  him  from  it* 
for  the  following  reafons,  which  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  I  would  alfo  fubmit  to  your  con- 
fi deration  :  Firft,  I  "told  him  the  criminal 
law  here  was  very  different  from  that  of 
England  ;  that  he  muft  begin  by  fecuring 
the  Judge  Criminal  in  his  intereft,  which 
would  coll  him  money,  and  without  that 
Officer  nothing  can  be  done*  as  the  Judges 
who  pronounce  the  fentence  are  bound 
down  to  proceed  according  to  the  exami- 
nations of  witneffes  and  other  documents  he 
lays  before  them,  that  trio'  there  are  many 

perfons 
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perfons  fentenced  to  death,  yet  we  all  know- 
there  is  fcarce  one  of  them  ever  executed, 
the  Empenhos  from  all  parts  being  fo  pow- 
erful and  numerous,  to  have  the  criminals 
tranfported  to  Angola,  or  fent  to  the  gal- 
leys ;   that  the  profecution  would  be  both 
troublefome  and  expenfive,  and  if,  after  a 
deal  to  do,  he  got  him  hanged  at  lafl,  what 
would  be  the  confequence?    In  the  firft 
place,  the  w^hole  people  would  exclaim 
againft  the  iniquity  of  taking  a  man's  life 
for  a  crime  he  only  intended  to  commit. 
But  that  was  not  the  worft,  for  I  affured 
Sir  Philip,  that  if  he  got  the  fellow  hang- 
ed, he  mud  himfelf  embark  on  board  the 
packet  immediately  after,  for  that  neither  he 
nor  any  of  his  family  would  be  fafe  here  a 
moment  longer,  this  fellow  having  fuch  a 
number  of  affociates,  who  would  not  fail  to 
revenge  his  death.  Sir  Philip  felt  the  force 
of  what  I  faid,  and  begged  me  to  give  them 
both  a  found  lefture  and  difmifs  them  from 
his  fervice.     I  did  fo,  and  was  never  more 
furprifed.  than  to  find^the  black  fellow  who 

attacked 
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attacked  Captain  Caftogan,  whom  I  iirime* 
diately  knew  again,  to  be  one  of  them  !  I 
began  by  afking  him,  how  he  could  think  of 
following  fuch  an  infamous  life  ?  He  told 
me  he  was  ftarving.  and  had  no  other  means 
of  fubfifience,  fince  I  had  turned  him  out 
of  fervice,  and  nobody  would  take  hini;  that 
his  wife  was  alfo  near  periming  from  want, 
tliough  ready  to  lay  in,  and  had  been  lately 
turned  off  for  the  crime  of  being  pregnant^ 
by  the  Major  of  my  Regiment,  who  had  hi- 
therto kept  her,  and  often  fupported  therri 
both  ;  that  he  was  glad  to  accept  any  fort 
of  employment  to  get  a  bit  of  bread  ;  that 
Captain  Sector,  the  Engineer,  had  engaged 
three  of  them,  and  promifed  ten  moidores 
to  which  ever  of  them  difpatched  the  per- 
fon  he  had  attacked,  and  that  he  was  him- 
felf  indeed  furprifed  to  fee  that  he  did  not 
immediately  drop  !  I  afked  him  the  name 
of  the  perfon  he  had  orders  to  affaflinate. 
He  faid  he  was  an  Enghfh  Nobleman  of 
the  name  of  Freeman  ;  that,  for  his  part, 
lie  had  much  rather  gain  a  livelihood  ho- 

neftly, 
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neftly,  but,  at  any  rate  he  could  not  ftarve. 
I  told  him  I  would  give  him  the  ten  moi- 
dores  immediately,  if  he  would  fign  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  having  been  employed  by'Cap- 
tain  Seftor  to  affamnate  Lord  Freeman ; 
and  if  he  would  get  his  two  companions 
to  do  the  fame,  they  fhould  be  handfomely 
rewarded.     He  faid  he  would,  provided  I 
promifed  him  folemnly  thefe   certificates 
mould  never  be  made  ufe  of  againft  their 
lives.     I  allured  him  they  fhould  not ;  and 
two  days  after,  when  I  attended  at  the  pri- 
Ion  with  a  Notary  Public,  and  the  certifi- 
cates ready  drawn  out,  I  found  his  other 
two  confederates  there  waiting,  and  had  the 
papers  figned  in  form,  and  gave  them  a 
couple  of  moidores  each.   All  this  was  exe- 
cuted with  the  ftrongefl  injunftions  of  fe- 
crecy  poflible,  and  entreaties  for  the  fame 
from  the  three  villains.   I  afterwards,  with 
the  documents  in  my  pocket,  waited  on 
Captain  Seftor,  who  told  me  he  was  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  me.     I  replied,  I  fancied  he 
would  be  more  fo  before  I  had  done  with 

Vol.  II.  T  him, 
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him.  I  locked  the  door  of  the  apartment 
we  were  in,  and  then  taxed  him  with  his 
infamous  attempts  on  the  life  of  my  friend. 
He  began  to  fwear  and  proteft  there  was  no 
fuch  thing,  that  it  was  his  enemies  who 

had 1  begged  him  to  be  eompofed,  and 

produced  the  certificates,  and  I  faw  his  co- 
lour went  and  came  as  he  perufed  them, 
he  feemed  confounded,  but  was  much  more 
fo,  when  I  told  him  I  was  acquainted  with 
his  whole  diabolical  fcheme,  and  with  his 
paying  the  money  to  the  Archbifhop  :  I  re- 
proached him  with  the  bafenefs  of  his  in- 
tentions, in  endeavouring  to  force  a  young 
Lady  to  marry  fuch  a  contemptible  thing 
as  he  was ;  told  him  I  was  refolved  to  ex- 
pofe  him  both  here  and  in  England,  now 
that  I  had  him  fo  thoroughly  in  my  power, 
and  that  Lord  Freeman,  highly  provoked, 
was  full  of  the  fame  intentions,  and  was 
about  to  have  a  profecution  commenced 
againll:  him  direftly. 

"  Se&or  is  naturally  the  pooreft  and  mod 
pufillanimous  wretch  alive  ;  and  when  his 

nufconducl 
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rnifconduft  brings  him  into  fuch  a  critical 
fituation  as  I  then  had  him  in,  he  has  not 
the  fpirit  nor  the  refolution  of  a  man  to  re- 
fill and  go  through  with  it.  He  was  ready- 
to  fink  into  the  earth,  he  clapped  his  hands 
onhishead,  ftamped  up  and  down  the  room, 
laid  he  was  ruined  and  undone  for  ever,  if 
I  had  not  compaffion  on  him.  I  told  him 
he  deferved  none,  and  that  indeed  the  affair 
was  not  fo  much  with  me  as  with  my  friend 
Lord  Freeman.  He  faid  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  his  Lordihip,  but  begged  me 
to  intercede  for  him,  and  that  nothing  of 
this  bufmefs  might  take  air,  for  if  it  did,  he 
was  a  loft  man,  and  if  it  once  got  abroad 
that  he  had  advanced  money  to  the  Arch- 
biihop,  he  knew  the  gentleft  thing  that  could 
happen  him  would  be  confinement  in  a  dun- 
geon for  life ;  he  therefore  conjured  me  to 
pray  and  entreat  for  him,  and  that  I  would 
let  him  know  the  refult  next  day,  when  he 
would  do  almoft  any  thing  I  fhould  re- 
quire of  him.     I  accordingly  left  him  for 

that 
T  2 
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that  night  to  meditate  upon  his  fituation, 
and  returned  next  morning,  and  found  him 
in  his  undrefs,  with  his  hair  all  difhevelled. 
He  told  me  he  had  not  been  able  to  (hut 
his  eyes  fmce  I  faw  him,  that  he  was  mifer- 
able,  and  he  knew  his  ruin  or  falvation  was 
in  my  hands,  and  in  thofe  of  Lord  Free- 
man.    I  then  told  him  Lord  Freeman's 
terms  were  very  eafy  and  much  too  gentle 
coniidering  what  he  deferved,  and  that  I 
would  engage  to  prevent  any  bad  confe- 
quences  to  him,  provided  he  now  figned  a 
Declaratory  Aft,  terrifying,  that  of  his  own 
free  will,  choice  and  inclination,  he  would 
and  did,   from  that   moment,  refign  and 
defift  from   all   and  every  pretenfion    he 
had    or    might   have   to    the   perfon    of 
Donna  Lucretia,  daughter  to  the  Marquis 
of   Pancorvo,  in   and   by  marriage,   nor 
would  he,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  re- 
new any  fuch  pretenfions  in  future.    I  told 
him  I  had  a  Lawyer  in  waiting,  and  witnef- 
fes,  who  would  draw  out  the  deed  and  exe- 
cute 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.    <i77 

cute  it  immediately.  To  this  he  faid  he 
freely  confented,  provided  I  engaged  for 
Lord  Freeman  and  myfelf  to  keep  filence 
for  ever  on  the  fubjeft;,  or  at  leaf!  while  we 
remained  in  this  country.  I  told  him,  that 
as  far  as  my  word  and  honour  went  I 
would.  He  faid,  he  required  no  better  fe- 
curity;  and  here,  my  Lord,  is  the  Aft  done 
in  all  the  forms  (giving  him  the  paper) 
which  is  I  think,  a  capital  flep  I  have  gain- 
ed in  your  favour.  And  now,  Gentlemen, 
you  mud  both  be  fenfible  of  the  abfolute 
neceffity  there  is  of  burying  all  thefe  tranf- 
actions  in  the  deepeft  fecrecy  ;  I  requeft 
you  will  avoid  being  in  the  ftreets  after 
night-fall,  except  in  your  carriages,  and  do 
not  appear  in  the  fame  coloured  cloaths  at 
one  time,  for  the  affaffin  thought,  and 
thinks  ftill,  it  was  Lord  Freeman  he  attack- 
ed, as  he  faw  the  fame  cloaths  on  him,  when 
he  had  been  dogging  and  obferving  him 
for  feveral  days  before." 

Lord  Freeman  embraced  Colonel  Priolet, 

affuring  him  how  fenfible  he  was  of  the 

T  3  obligations 
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obligations  he  owed  him,  and  faid  he  would 
inftantly  write  a  note  to  Donna  Lucretia 
to  inform  her  of  this  wonderful  piece  of 
agreeable  news. 

When  Freeman  was  gone,  Priolet  faid, 
(<  he  was  exceedingly  happy  to  think  the 
bufmefs  of  his  marriage  would  now  go  on 
fmoothly,  and  you  cannot  imagine  (faid 
he)  the  battles  I  have  had  to  make  him 
give  over  all  farther  thoughts  of  it,  but  in 
vain.  One  day,  reafoning  very  clofely  with 
him  againft  it,  and  telling  him  he  mud  be 
fenfible  the  decree  for  the  Lady's  marriage 
with  another  perfon,  already  figned  by  the 
Queen's  hand,  was  alone  an  invincible  ob- 
flacle,  entreating  him  to  reflect  ferioufly 
on  what  he  was  about,  on  the  confequen^ 
ces  of  offending  a  father  he  loved  fo  much, 
and  who  doated  on  him,  as  alfo  the  bad  ef- 
fects his  connexion  with  a  family  of  fuch 
perfuafions  in  religion  might  have  on  his 
children  after  him — he  flopped  me  fhort, 
and  feid  thefe  emphatical  words ;  '  PViolet, 

you 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.     %7% 

you  are  my  friend,  and  I  have  had  reafon 
to  believe  fo  ;  if  then  you  would  have  mc 
.continue  in  the  fame  belief,  I  defire  you 
will  talk  to  me  no  more  in  fuch  a  ftrain ; 
your  words  have  no  more  effect  on  my 
determined  refolution,   than  the  uplifted 
hands  of  the  imploring  traveller  upon  the 
hungry  and  devouring  tyger,  or  the  ham- 
;mer  on  the  folid  and  impenetrable  ada- 
mant.    What  I  have  refolved  I  will  exe- 
cute— I  will  -marry  her,  or  not  furvive  the 
,difappo.intment — my  father,  when  he  fees 
her,  will  blefs  the  happy  hour  that  joined 
us,  and  gracious  Heaven  itfelf  will  fmile 
benevolence  upon  the  facred  tye,  which 
ferves  to  make  two  mortals  anticipate  its 
joys  even  upon  earth  !  As  to  her  matchiefs 
capacity^  her  -talents   (which  (he  has  im- 
proved to  fuch  perfection)  and  her  fenti- 
ments  on  men,  manners  and  religion,  you 
would  not  talk  fo  Priolet,  were  you  but  ac- 
quainted with  them  as  I  am.  Oh  Heavens! 
is  it  poflibJe  .that  fuch  rare  and  unmatc1^  * 

T  4  - 
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worth  and  excellence  fhould  be  allowed  to 
pine  here  unobferved  and  in  obfcurity  ?  No, 
I  will  take  her  up  from  hence  and  plant 
her  on  an  eminence,  where,  like  the  morn- 
ing ftar,  (he  (hall  Ihine  a  bright  example  of 
all  that  is  fair,  great  and  virtuous  in  a  wo- 
man. If  you  are,  Priolet,  my  friend,  I  con- 
jure you  from  this  moment  forward  to  dif- 
pofe  yourfelf  and  your  Amelia  to  affift  our 
loves,  for  fuch  a  deed  will  deferve  our  eter- 
nal thanks  and  friendfhip.5 — When  I  Taw 
him  thus  pofitively  determined,  I  affured 
him  he  might  depend  on  my  beft  endea- 
vours to  promote  his  happinefs,  and  I  am 
rejoiced  to  think  I  have  already  fucceeded 
fo  well/ 

After  this,  we  were  all  three  coming  out 
to  walk  in  the  gardens  of  the  Neceffidades, 
wlien  we  heard  a  violent  noife  and  buflle  in 
the  ftreet  before  our  houfe,  and  coming  to 
the  door  we  faw  a  carriage  with  two  grave- 
looking  Ecclehaflics  in  it,  which  had  been 
flopped  by  the  (haft  mule  becoming  rufty, 

fo 
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fo  that  it  would  neither  ftir  forward  nor 
backward,  and  the  more  the  driver  beat 
him,  the  more  he  reared  and  kicked.  The 
two  Priefls  were  frightened.  Priolet,  who 
knew  them  both,  ran  up,  opened  the  car- 
riage door,  and  we  had  juft  time  to  get 
them  out,  before  the  mule  (now  become 
furious)  was  kicking  and  breaking  every 

thinor  to  fhivers.    The  two  old  Priefts  crofT- 
o 

ed  themfelves  a  thoufand  times  and  were 
terrified.  They  were  coming  from  the  Pa- 
triarchal Church,  and  were  going  home  to 
their  chocolate.  We  prayed  them  to  walk 
up  ;  and  tea  and  chocolate  were  immedi- 
ately prepared  for  them,  which  they  de- 
clared was  the  beft  they  had  ever  tailed, 
they  protefted  they  were  under  the  greatefl 
obligations,  and  paid  us  and  the  Englifh 
nation,  through  us,  many  fulfome  compli- 
ments. After  Priolets  example,  we,  in 
converfation,  gave  them  the  title  of  Excel- 
lencv ;  and,  when  another  carriage  they 
had  fent  for  arrived  they  took  their  leaves. 

On 
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On  our  walk  Priolet  laughed  heartily,  and 
laid  it  looked  as  if  thefe  two  old  fellows  had 
fallen  in  our  way  on  purpofe  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  entertaining  us  with 
fome  anecdotes  he  knew  of  them,  which 
he  otherwife  mould  probably  not  have 
thought  of. 

f  Thefe  Gentlemen  ({aid  he)  are  Princi- 
pals of  the  Patriarchal  Church,  who  by 
dieir  Ecclefiaftical  rank.,  have  the  title  of 
Excellency,  exclusive  of  their  being  both 
Fidalgos.  There  are  twenty-four  of  them 
in  all.  They  rank  with  Bifhops,  and  have 
a  much  better  revenue  than  fuch  idle  ufe- 
Jefs  drones  deferve.  The  very  old  man  you 
faw,  with  the  lank  hollow  cheeks  and 
monftrous  nofe,  -ewes  his  preferment  to  his 
filler,  who  is  ftill  alive,  and  wTas  one  of 
King  John  the  Fifth's  many  miftrefles  ;  he 
it  a  prodigious  and  frightened  bigot^  a  hoary 
lecher,  and  very  charitable  to  the  poor ; 
the  worft  fort- of  charity  in  this  country, 
becaufe  it  encourages  idlenefs,  to  which  the 
nation  is  naturally  too  much  inclined.    But 

he 
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he  is  far  enough  from  beftowing  his  charities 
according  to  the  precept  of  the  New  Tefta- 
merit,  not  to  let  the  left  hand  know  what  the 
right  hand  does ;  for  on  the  contrary,  he 
gives  public  charity  at  his  door  twice  every 
week,  when  you  (hall  fee  hundreds  of  beg- 
gars aiTembled  in  all  the  moil  diverfified 
exhibitions  of  mifery  and  wretchednefs  it 
is  poffible  to  form  any  idea  of ;  and  after 
waiting  there  for  fome  hours,  his  Excellency 
appears,  and  diftributes  to  each  a  bit  of 
copper,  fomething  above  the  value  of  a 
halfpenny  or  a  penny,  according  to  his 
humour;  and  he  being  in  the  greateft  dread 
of  thunder,  (as  indeed  the  whole  nation  are) 
if  it  happens  to  thunder  at  the  time  of  thefe 
donations,  he  will  then  give  four-pence,  fix- 
pence,  or,  if  it  thunders  very  tremendoufly, 
even  a  {hilling  to  each,  calling  out  to  the 
beggars'  to  pray  to  our  Lady  to  preferve 
him  from  danger.  Though  he  is  long  fmce 
paft  all  power  of  enjoyment,  on  account  of 
his  extreme  old  age,  yet  about  four  years 
ago  he  fent  to  a  woman  of  the  town,  defi- 

ring 
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ring  the  favour  of  her  company.  She  at- 
tended ;  and  when  he  difmiffed  her,  he  gave 
her  a  heavy  roll  of  paper  carefully  fealed 
up,  as  a  prefent.  The  poor  woman  thought 
her  fortune  was  made,  and  that  it  was  gold 
fhe  had  received ;  but  great  was  her  dif- 
appointment  when  fhe  got  home,  and 
opening  the  paper,  found  only  fifteen  new 
crowns  in  filver :  However,  fhe  waited 
patiently  till  next  time  {he  was  fent  for, 
and  being  then  rewarded  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, fhe  thought  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  paying  herfelf  better,  and  brought  away 
with  her  a  large  gold  watch  fhe  fpied  upon 
his  Excellency's  table.  As  foon  as  the 
watch  was  miffing,  the  Principal  readily 
gueffed  which  way  it  mud  be  gone,  fent 
and  found  it  in  her  poffeflion,  and  imme- 
diately had  her  ordered  to  prifon  for  theft ; 
but  before  (lie  went,  fhe  infilled  on  fpeak- 
ing  with  the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  which 
fhe  did,  and  told  him  her  ftory  ingenuouf- 
ly,  of  how  (habbily  the  old  man  had  ufed 
her ;  on  which  the  Minifter  fent  for  him,  and 

read 
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read  him  a  ferious  leflbn  for  his  fcandalous 
behaviour,  ordering  him  in  the  King  s  name 
to  take  back  his  watch,  fet  the  woman  at 
liberty,  and  to  give  her  twenty  moidores 
as  a  compenfation  for  the  trouble  he  had 
given  her.  This  old  man's  life  is  pretty 
regular  ;  in  the  morning  he  attends  the 
Offices  in  the  Patriarchal  Church,  then 
dines,  fleeps  his  fefta,  receives  or  pays  a 
vifit  or  two,  and  in  the  evening  has  fome 
proftitutes  introduced  by  a  back-door  to  a 
private  apartment,  where  he  fits  in  his  el- 
bow-chair, and  is  entertained  by  their  ri- 
baldry and  bafe  converfation,  with  as  many 
fellows  brought  in  for  the  purpofe,  and 
fometimes  the  entertainment  is  by  them 
carried  to  more  ferious  lengths ;  after  which, 
at  the  hour  of  prayers,  the  numerous  fa- 
mily of  fervants  affembles  in  the  Chapel, 
where  the  Principal  appears,  and  the  Terco 
of  our  Lady  isfung  as  carelefsly  as  poffible; 
his  Excellency  then  eats  a  light  fupper, 
and  goes  to  bed,  with  the  confcioufnefs  of 

having 
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liaving  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  a  good 
Catholic  Chriftian. 

6  The  other  flout  frefh-looking  man  you 
faw,  is  alfo  of  a  very  amorous  complexion, 
but  it  is  of  the  wrong  fort,  for  he  hates  the 
fex,  and  delights  in  the  company  of  boys, 
infomuch  that  he  is  remarkable  for  it  even 
here,  where  that  abominable  vice  is  fo  com- 
mon. There  was  an  Englifh  Nobleman  in 
this  city  about  two  years  ago,  I  believe  on 
his  way  to  Italy,  who  hearing  of  this  vile 
difpofition  of  his  Excellency,  was  refolved 
to  play  him  a  trick,  and  getting  acquainted, 
not  with  his  Excellency's  body  fervant, 
who  was  an  Italian,  and  who  introduced 
all  the  new  game  he  could  ftart  for  his 
matter,  but  with  an  underftrapper,  who 
was  one  of  his  procurers,  his  Lordfhip 
engaged  this  fellow,  fora  good  round  fum, 
to  drefs  up  a  pretty-looking  girl  he  got  for 
the  purpofe,  in  boy's  cloaths,  and  prefent 
her  as  fuch  to  the  Italian  fervant,  for  his 
matter's  ufe.     He  did  fo  ;   and  the  fervant. 

who 
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who  was  alfo  impofed  on,  introduced  her 
with  great  pleafure  to  his  mailer,  who  was 
quite  delighted,  and  in  raptures  at  the 
fight  of  this  new  Ganymede ;  but  the  girl 
had  been  but  a  very  fhort  time  with  the  old 
Pederaft,  when  he  difcovered  the  im por- 
tion, beat  the  poor  girl  and  kicked  her 
down  fiairs,  and  difrmfled  his  Italian  fer- 
vant,  (who  was  otherwife  a  very  great  fa- 
vourite) for  impofing  upon  him.  The 
underling,  feeing  the  ferious  bad  confe- 
quenees  this  badinage  had  produced  to 
his  friend,  difcovered  to  him  the  whole 
matter,  and  the  poor  Italian  came  in  tears 

to  Lord  R C ,  telling  him,  that  he 

had  been  die  caufe  of  his  lofing  a  good 
place,  and  begged  to  be  indemnified,  for 
that  otherwife,  he  could  not  fubfift  in  a 
foreign  country.  His  Lordfhip  afked  him 
if  he  wifhed  to  return  to  his  own?  The 
poor  fellow  faid,  he  did  mod  earneftly,  as 
he  hated  the  country  he  then  wTas  in.  but 
had  net  money  to  defray  the  expence  of 

fuch  a  journey.     Lord  R afked  him, 

how 
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how  much  that  might  be?  and  on  his 
anfwering,  his  Lordfhip  gave  him  the 
double  of  what  he  mentioned,  and  fent 
him  away  perfe&ly  fatisfied.' 

This  letter  is  too  long,  but  I  wifhed  to 
fend  it  you  altogether,  as  appearing  to  me 
in  the  courfe  of  events  to  be  only  parts  of 
one  and  the  fame  fcene,  which  would  have 
been  injudicioufly  feparated. 

Adieu. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXXIX 


Lifbon,   1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

X  HE  old  trite  proverb  is  not  more  com- 
mon than  true,  '  that  much  happens  be- 
tween the  Cup  and  the  Lip.5  When  I  laft 
wrote  you,  we  thought  we  had  conquered 
almoft  every  difficulty,  and  that  the  long 
wifhed-for  marriage  would  have  been  by 
this  time  accomplished,  as  Lord  Freeman 
is  particularly  anxious  to  leave  this 
place  immediately,  when  the  imprudent 
zeal  of  a  pedant,  well  nigh  ruined  eve- 
ry thing.  Colonel  Priclet  and  Lord  Free- 
man have  fought,  and  the  latter  is  wound- 
ed in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  phyficians 
declare  he  cannot  leave  his  apartment  in 
lefs  than  a  month  ;  however,  the  friendfliip 
Vol.  II.  U  and 
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and  activity  of  Priolet  and  the  good  FatheJ 
Jockelyn  have  at  lafl  compofed  and  fettled 
every,  thing.  <  The  day  for  celebrating  die 
double  marriage,  I  mean  Priolet's  own  with 
Mifs  Weildinsr.  and  Lord  Freeman's  with 
the  charming  D.  Lucretia,  is  fixed  for  die 
beginning  of  June,  nearly  two  months 
hence,  and  we  are  preparing  every  thing 
for  that  aufpicious  event.  But  it '  will  be 
no  eafy  talk  to  give  you  a  proper  detail  of 
the  confufion  we  have  been  in,  nor  was  I 
till  yefterday  informed  of  the  whole  myfelf, 
efpecially  concerning  the  behaviour  of  Doc- 
tor Duncan  (whom  I  think  I  have  menti- 
oned to  vou  in  former  letters)  the  particu- 
lars of  which!  had  from  the  Marchionefs 
of  Pancorvo  only  laft  night ;  and  though  I 
forefee  this  letter  will  be  a  very  long  one, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  without 
greatly  mutilating  the  narrative,  which  is 
what,  I  dare  fay,  you  would  not  defire. 

Doclor  Duncan's  chief  employment  fince 
being  here,  has  confifted  in  traverfmg  the 
flreets  by  himfelf,  in  collecting  whatever 

he 
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he  takes  for  a   relick   or  an  antique,  in 
buying  green  parrots  and  a  very  finall  fort 
of  monkey  imported  from  the  Brazil,  and 
in  flopping  every  Fryar  he  meets  to  talk 
Latin  with  him  ;  and  in  this  lafl  particular 
he  complains  of  having  been  very  unfuc- 
cefsful,  which  furprifes  him  much,  as  he 
has  no  conception  of  any  kind  of  Church- 
man, who  fhould  not  be  current  in  f  peak- 
ing Greek  and  Latin.     The  Doftor  feldom 
faw  Lord  Freeman   but  at  breakfaft,  and 
then  the  converfation  turned  only  on  indif- 
ferent fubjefts  ;  but  by  means  of  Timothy 
Cockfpur  and  the  other  fervants,  he  had 
got  fcent  of  his  Lordfhip's  connexion  with 
Donna  Lucretia,  and  thinking  it   his  duty 
to  prevent  its  progrefs  before  it  fhould  be- 
come more  ferious5   he  refolved  to  wait 
himfelf  upon  the   young  Lady's  parents, 
whom  he  naturally  fuppofed  to  patronife 
and    encourage  the  affair,   to  explain  to 
them  what  and  who  Lord  Freeman  was, 
to  {hew  them  the  utter  impropriety  of  fucli 
a  match,  and  to  intreat  them  to  do  every 
U  2  thing 
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thing  in  their  power  to  difcountenanee  and 
difcourage  it.  He  accordingly  wrote  a  card 
to  the  Marchionefs,  requeuing  fee  would 
appoint  him  an  hour  when  he  would  wait 
on  her  and  the  Marquis,  having  fome  bufi- 
nefs  of  confequence  to  propofe  to  them. 
He  was  anfwered,  that  next  forenoon  they 
fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him  ;  at  the  fame  time 
it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  guefs  what 
could  be  his  bufmefs.  The  Doftor  attended 
at  the  hour,  when  the  Lady  and  Gentleman 
were  waiting  for  him  in  form.  They  were 
ftruck  when  they  faw  a  tall  thin  figure 
drefled  in  black,  walk  into  the  room,  with 
a  very  large  round  wig,  furmourtf  ed  with 
a  fmall  hat,  which  he  hardly  moved  when  he 
came  in,  nor  fcarce  bent  his  body  to  their 
Excellencies,  but  walked  forward  ftifF  and 
flow  till  he  came  to  a  chair  fet  for  him 
oppofite  to  them,  on  which  he  fat  down, 
and  then  taking  off  his  hat  and  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  Marquis,  he  told  him  his 
name  was  Doftor  Duncan,  and  that  he 
fuppofcd  he  muft  have  heard  of  him.     The 

Marquis 
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Marquis  anfwered  him  politely,  that  he 
never  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  of  him 
before.  The  Doctor  faid  he  was  much  fur- 
prifed  at  it,  and  that  he  inferred  from  thence 
his  Excellency  could  not  be  very  con verfant 
in  the  annals  of  literature,  for  then  he  would 
have  known  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Academy  of  Bologna  in  Italy.  The  other 
flill  continued  to  anfwer  him  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  Bologna,  where  he  had  never 
fet  his  foot.  The  Doclor  replied,  that  he 
had  then  been  mifinformed,  having  under- 
ftood  his  Excellency  had  ferved  fome  cam- 
paigns in  Italy.  '  Ah,  Sir,  (continued  the  pe- 
dant) had  I  enjoyed  the  good  fortune  to 
have  been  born  in  Italy,  I  would  have  travel- 
led all  over  Grsecia  Magna;  I  would  have 
fpent  a  whole  year  at  Brundufium,  where 
the  Roman  armies  embarked  for  Greece :  I 
would  have  traced  out  every  camp  which 
Fabius  occupied,  when  he  hung  on  the 
Jummits  or  fides  of  the  mountains,  like  a 
cloud  over  the  Carthaginian  army.     Sir,  I 

would  have  '* Here  the  Marquis  begin- 

U  3  ning 
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ning  to  lofe  patience,  interrupted  him,  by 
defiring  him  to  proceed  to  hufinefs,  if  he 
had  any  with  him.  The  Doctor,  however, 
not  yet  f&tisfied  with  the  fpecimen  he  had 
given  of  his  erudition,  continued  thus ; 
How  often  have  I  lamented,  Sir,  that  two 
fuch  noble  languages  as  the  Greek  and 
Latin  mould  be  now  dead  and  fucceeded 
by  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  modern  barba- 
rous jargons,  that  one  can  hardly  travel 
five  leagues  in  any  part  of  Europe,  without 
finding  a  different  dialect.  I  fuppofe  natu- 
rally, Sir,  (added  he)  you  underftand  Greek 

and  Latin  ?' 

The  Marquis,  now  in  a  paffion,  at  being 
fo  catechifed  by  a  coxcomb,  anfwered  him 
abruptly,  No ;  and  bolted  out  his  tongue 
at  him,  as  he  always  did  when  put  into 
any  heat,  and  was  getting  up  to  go  away, 
when  the  Doctor  rofe  alfo,  and  coming 
nearer  him,  afked  him  how,  with  fuch  a 
load  of  ignorance  on  his  back,  he  or  his 
Lady  could  ever  adopt  the  enormous  and 
■impracticable  idea  of  marrying  their  daugh- 

Both 
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ter  to  fo   accomplished   a   Gentleman  as 
Lord  Freeman  ? 

Both  the  noble  perfonages   were  con- 
founded at  fuch  a  queilion.     The  Marquis 
began  to  fputter  and  fret,  but  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  know  what  he  wifhed  to  fay.     The 
Lady  told  the  Doclor,  that  by  his  grave 
and   decent   appearance,   they  had   taken 
him  for  a  Gentleman,  but  that  by  his  be- 
haviour they  were  on  the  point  of  chang- 
ing their  opinion  ;  that,  for  her  own  part, 
{he   could  not  imagine  what  could  have 
prompted  him  to  come  and  abufe  their  ear 
with  fuch  an  idle  anft  ridiculous   tale,  as 
that  of  their  daughter's  marrying  any  one, 
efpecially  an  Engliiliman,    without    their 
leave  and  confent. 

By  this  time  the  Marquis  was  able  to  ar- 
ticulate fo  as  to  be  underftood,  and  faid, 
his  daughter  mould  marry  a  Turk,  c:  a 
Jew ,  fooner  than  an  Enghlhrnan ;  that  if 
he  imagined  (he  entertained  fuch  thoi 
he  would  tear  her  alive,  and  faid  it  was  a 
trick,  an  impofnion  the  Doctor  was  putting 
on  them  both.  The 
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The  I)o£tor  begged  his  Excellency  to 
hear  him,  and  to  moderate  his  paffion;  faid 
he  fancied  he  had  been  miftaken,  but  that 
with  a  little  patience  he  believed  the  bufi- 
nefs  might  be  concluded  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  both  parties.  In  the  firft  place,  (faid  he) 
I  could  not  imagine  the  courtfhip  could 
poffibly  be  carried  on  without  your  know- 
ledge, as  it  would  be  fo  eminently  advan- 
tageous for  your  family,  and  I  of  courfe 
concluded  that  you  countenanced  it.  They 
both  affured  him  folemnly,  this  was  the  firft 
time  they  had  heard  of  it,  nor  could  they 
have  fufpe&ed  their  daughter  capable  of 
fuch  a  piece  of  madnefs,  adding,  that  dill 
they  did  not  believe  it. 

On  his  part,  the  Doftor  defired  his  word 
might  not  be  taken  for  it,  but  that  they 
would  inform  themfelves  from  the  Lady 
and  examine  herfelf,  and  they  would  find 
.{lie  had  correfponded  for  a  long  time  with 
Lord  Freeman,  and  that  they  communi- 
cated daily  by  letters  fmce  he  came  to  Lit 
bon  ;    all  I  entreat   (faid  he)  is,  that  you 

will 
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will  prevent  any  farther  intercourfe  be- 
tween them.  Tins  they  both  affured  him 
they  would  do,  and  thus  ended  the  Doc- 
tor's vifit. 

In  the  fame  letter,  by  which  Lord  Free- 
man conveyed  toDonnaLucretia  the  agree- 
able intelligence  of  Mr.  Priolet  s  having  got 
the  aft  of  refignation  of  her  perfon  from 
Captain  Senior,  he  alfo  informed  her  that 
Priolet  had  frequently  taken  voccafion  be- 
fore, to  diffuade  him  from  profecuting  his 
intention  of  marrying  her,  that  they  had 
long  arguments  on  the  fubjefl,  but  that  he 
had  at  laft  laid  down  to  him  fuch  forcible 
reafons  as  had  convinced  him  he  was  not 
to  be  fhaken  in  his  refolution,  and  that 
on  feeing  this,  he  had  not  only  defifted 
from  attempting  to  diffuade  him,  but  had 
engaged  heartily  to  aflifl  and  forward  his 
intentions  by  every  means  in  his  power,  as 
he  had  now  done  fo  effectually;  Still  how- 
ever, the  young  Lady  could  not  help  enter- 
taining her  doubts  of  how  far  Priolet  ought 
to  have  been  trufted,    in  an  affair  which 

was 
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was  likely  to  meet  from  other  quarters  with 
fo  much  oppofition,  and  fo  Ih«  expreffed 
herfelf  to  Lord  Freeman  in  her  ahfwer* 
She  was  meditating  on  the  fubjeft,  rather 
in  a  melancholy  mood,  when,  to  her  fur- 
prife,  her  father  and  mother  came  together 
fuddenly  into  her  apartment,  a  thing  which 
fcarce  ever  happened  before,  and  defired 
her  to  deliver  them  the  key  of  her  fcru- 
toire  ;  they  then  examined  her  papers,  and 
found  a  multitude  of  Lord  Freeman's  let- 
ters with  many  copies  of  her  anfwers.  The 
father  became  fo  tranfported  with  paffion, 
that  he  was  feized  with  a  fit  and  fell  upon 
the  carpet,   and  fervants  were  called  to 
carry  him  to  his  own  apartment,  where  he 
foon  recovered  and  refreihed  himfelf  wTith 
a  tumbler  of  water;   after  which  he  fent 
for  his  wife  and  fwore  to  her,  by  the  five 
wounds  of  Chrift,  he  would  never  fee  his 
daughter  more,  that  ihe  was  a  difhonor  to 
his  blood,  and  a  difgrace  to  his  family  :  he 
ordered  a  trufty  maid,  who  had  been  his 
own  nurfe,  and  is  now  an  old  woman  in 

the 
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the  houfe,  to  take  his  daughter  and  lock 
her  up  in  the  dark  room  behind  the  Cha- 
pel :    He  ordered  the  fervants  to  refufe  all 
admittance  to  Lord  Freeman  and  Colonel 
Priolet,  and  particularly  to  Mifs  Welding, 
faymg,    that   thefe   Miffes   together   only 
ferved  to  turn  each  other's  heads  with  tales 
of  love  and  novels,  and  fuch  fluff;  told  his 
wife  thefe  were  the  effects  of  her  bleffed 
Englifh  education  ;  that  her  daughter  muft 
have  books,  and,   forfooth,  muft  learn  to 
write,    which    no    modeft    woman    ever 
fhould ;    afked,  if  fhe  thought  his  neigh- 
bours here  were  fools,  and  if  they  had  not 
good  reafon  for  locking  up  their  daugh- 
ters ?    or  if  flie  imagined  that,    at  thefe 
years,   Lucretia's  hot  and  vigorous  blood 
was  to  be  ruled  by  any  other  means,  but 
bolts  and  chains  and  iron  bars  ? 

The  Marchionefs,  who  was  weli  ac- 
quainted with  the  violence  of  her  hufband's 
temper,  knew  that  any  attempt  at  that  time 
to  apologize  for  her  daughter's  behaviour 
would   be  vain,    and    fhe  refolved  to  be 

filent 
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filent  till  his  paffion,  by  exhaufting  itfelf, 
fhould  abate.  In  the  mean  time,  the  old 
fervant-maid  had  delivered  the  meffage  to 
Donna  Lucretia ;  but  (he  replied  fne  would 
not  go  with  her  till  (he  had  firft  fpoken  with 
her  father :  Accordingly,  locking  up  her 
fcrutoire,  (lie  came  down  flairs,  and  entered 
the  apartment,  as  her  father  was  exclaim- 
ing that  fhe  was  ruined  and  debauched  by 
an  adventurer.  O  Heavens !  grant  me  pa- 
tience, (faid  he)  and,  as  if  the  very  Devil 
had  been  at  work  with  her,  to  fet  her  heart 

upon  an  Englifh  heretic,  a  vagabond 

Donna  Lucretia,  unable  to  brook  fuch  epi- 
thets upon  her  lover,  even  from  her  own 
father,  anfwTered  him  Readily,  that  he  was 
no  heretic  nor  vagabond,  that  he  was  com- 
pounded of  all  that  was  great  and  good  in 
— At  this  the  Marquis  exclaimed,  '  Hear 
her,  oh !  damn  her,  hear  her ;  (he  confeffes 
it !  fhe  owns  herfelf  a  ftrumpet !  he  has 
bewitched  her!  he  has  given  her  poifon  !' 
She  affured  him  he  had  not ;  that  he  was 
all  truth,  all  honor,    and  that  fhe  would 

marry 
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raarry  him,  or  retire  to  a  Convent  for  life. 
The  father  now  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and 
called  again  to  the  maid  to  take  her  away, 
and  lock  her  up  as  he  had  ordered.  Donna 
Lucretia  frightened,  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
fell  on  her  knees  before  her  father,  and  en- 
treated him  to  hear  her  only  three  words ; 
but  he  in  a  rage  gave  her  a  blow  on  the  ear, 
calling  out,  '  Away  with  you,  vile  monfter/ 
and  then  dropped  himfelf  motionlefs  on 
the  floor. 

The  Marchionefs  was  ferioufly  alarmed; 
{he  commanded  her  daughter  inftantly  to 
begone,  and  had  the  Marquis  conveyed  to 
bed,  where  he  fell  into  repeated  convul- 
fions.  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  were  fent 
for,  and  after  frequent  bleeding  and  other 
applications  he  was  brought  to  himfelf,  and 
in  the  evening  wTas  fo  far  recovered,  as  to 
fend  for  the  rich  merchant  Bernardo  Soares 
Mendez  da  Cofta  to  come  to  fpeak  with 
him. 

This  perfonage,  as  I  mentioned  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  was- intended  for  the  Marquis's 

fon- 
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fon-in-law,  had  not  that  defign  been  fet 
afide  by  the  intimation  of  the  Royal  plea- 
fure,  whereof  however  the  Marquis,   for 
more  reafons  than  one,  had  no  intention  of 
acquainting  him,  but  only  to  make  ufe  of 
him  for  his  own  particular  purpofe.     Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  merchant  arrived,  he 
was  ufhered  into  the  Marquis's  bed -room, 
where  the  Lady  was  alfo  prefent ;    they 
both  informed  him  of  what  they  had  only 
that   day  difcovered    of  their    daughters 
attachment  to  an  Englifh  impoftor,  who 
had  lately  appeared  in  the  city,  and  de- 
ferring his  perfon  to  him,  and  where  he 
lodged,  they  expreffed  great  concern,  on 
his  account,  at  fuch  a  difcovery,  earneflly 
wifhing  fome  method  could  be  fallen  on  of 
diverting  their  daughter's  affection  from  a 
worthlefs  objeft,  and  giving  it  that  direc- 
tion in  his  favour  they  had   fo  much  at 
heart. 

The  merchant,  bowing  to  the  ground, 
thanked  their  Excellencies,  and  profeffed 
he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 

deferve 
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defer ve  their  goodnefs  ;  faid  he  thought 
the  affair  of  getting  rid  of  fuch  an  adven- 
turer, fuffered  no  difficulty,  that  his  own 
uncle  was  Corrcgidor  of  that  very  diftrift 
of  the  city  where  the  Englifhman  lodged, 
and  that,  if  they  approved  of  it,  he  thought 
the  fureft  method  would  be  to  have  him 
feized  and  fecured  in  prifon,  till  the  firft 
opportunity  of  fending  him  out  of  the 
country,  and  that,  when  he  was  gone,  moil 
probably  the  young  Lady's  affe&ions  would 
cool,  and  obey  the  mandates  of  her  pa- 
rents, as  all  dutiful  children  ought.  This 
propofal  was  warmly  approved  of,  and  the 
merchant  took  his  leave,  to  fet  about  the 
execution  of  it  that  very  night. 

He  accordingly  went  to  his  uncle,  and 
explained  the  affair  to  him  ;  after  which 
the  patrole  of  the  diftrift  was  called  to 
the  Corregidor's  houfe,  and  received  the 
neceffary  inftruftions  for  feizing  Lord 
Freeman,  with  directions  to  lodge  him  in 
the  military  guard  of  the  diftrift  till  the 
morning,  when  the  Corregidor  would  have 

him 
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him  removed  to  one  of  the  private  apart- 
ments in  the  prifon  of  the  Limoeyro. 

We  had  all  dined  that  day  in  the  coun- 
try, on  a  particular  invitation,  to  fee  a 
Portuguefe  comedy  in  the  evening,  which 
(hall  moil  afTu redly  be  the  fubjeft  of  a 
future  letter,  fo  that  it  was  midnight  when 
we  got  back  to  town,  and  Donna  Lucretia, 
in  her  confinement,  had  contrived  to 
apprife  Lord  Freeman  and  her  coufm,  by 
means  of  a  black-lead  pencil  (he  always 
carried  with  her,  and  a  couple  of  leaves 
torn  from  her  table-book,  of  what  had 
happened  in  the  family,  and  Lord  Freeman 
was  but  juft  come  home  and  undreffing 
when  a  fervant  put  a  fmall  note  into 
his  hands,  which  contained  the  following 
words : 

"  It  is  as  I  fufpefted — your  friend  the 
Colonel  has  difcovered  every  thing  to  my 
father — — He  and  my  mother  came  into 
my  apartment  this  forenoon,  feized  and 
examined  my  papers,  read  your  letters  and 
the  copies  of  my  anfwers  ;  nay,  I  declared 

to 
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to  him,  when  in  the  height  of  his  rage  and 
paffion,  that  I  loved  you  alone,  and  that  I 
would  be  your's,  or  retire  to  a  Convent 
for  life ;  and  this  lafl  determination  is  to 
take  plaee  ahnoit  immediately  :  In  the 
mean  time  I  am  fo  confined  that  there  is 
hardly  any  poflibility  of  accefs  to  me,  but 
I  will  try  to  fend  Father  Jockelyn  to  you, 
and  as  he  is  a  worthy  man,  I  defire  you 
will  endeavour  to  gain  him  to  your  in- 
tereft,  if  it  be  not  already  too  late  to  at- 
tempt delivering,  from  a  flavery  worfe 
than  death, 

(i  Your  Faithful 

"    L.UCRETIA."    . 

Freeman  no  fooner  perufed  the  paper, 
than  he  called  for  his  fword,  and  went  out 
in  violent  wrath,  which,  as  loon  as  Timo- 
thy the  Irifh  fervant,  then  in  bed,  under- 
ftood,  he  got  up,  dreffed,  and  taking  the 
fame  cudgel  with  which  I  knocked  down 
the  affaffm,  (and  which  Timothy  calls  his 
fhillelah)  he  fallied  out  after  his  mailer. 

Vol.  II.  X  When 
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When  Colonel  Priolet  got  home,  he 
found  a  few  lines  from  Mifs  Welding,  in- 
forming him  of  the  confufion  in  the  Mar- 
quis's family,  and  was  for  a  little  time  in 
doubt  whether  he  fhould  wait  on  Freeman 
that  night,  to  affure  him  he  had  no  hand 
in  the  difcovery  ;  at  laft  he  refolved  to 
go,  and  met  the  other  coming  in  queft  of 
him.  Freeman  immediately  told  him  he 
was  a  rafcal,  and  defired  him  to  draw. 
Priolet  was  beginning  to  exculpate  himfelf, 
but  the  other  was  in  too  violent  a  paffion, 
and  told  him  he  would  call  him  coward,, 
traitor,  any  things  defiring  him  to  defend 
himfelf.  Priolet,  who  found  himfelf  fo 
dangeroufly  pufned,  was  under  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  defending  his  own  life,  and  in  fo 
doing  gave  Freeman,  who  ran  furioufly 
upon  him,  a  dangerous  wound,  and  dif- 
armed  him  at  the  fame  time ;  but  in  the 
fcuffle,  received  himfelf  a  flight  wound  in 
the  flelhy  part  of  his  arm.  At  this  moment 
the  patrole  hearing  the  noife  and  rattling 
of  fwords  came  in ;  and  as  foon  as  t1 
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knew  who  he  was,  two  of  them  conducted 
Lord  Freeman  to  the  guard-houfc  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ftreet,  as  had  been  agreed 
on ;  and  as  for  Priolet,  whom  they  knew, 
the  patrole  accompanied  him  to  his  lodg- 
ings, and,  returning  to  their  ftation,  were 
met  by  Timothy,  Lord  Freeman's  fervanf, 
who  had  been  ranging  every  where  in  fearch 
of  his  mafter,  and  he  alked  them  rather 
bluntly  if  they  had  feen  any  thing  of  him? 
The  Conftable  afked  him,  in  his  turn,  who 
his  mafter  was  ?  telling  him  he  neither  knew, 
nor  cared  any  thing  about  him  or  himfelf. 
Timothy  fwore  by  St.  Patrick,  that  if  they 
did  not  give  an  account  of  his  mafter,  he 
would  murder  them  all  in  an  inftant.  The 
patrole  feeing  him  alone,  and  without  arms, 
laughed  at  him,  and  afked  him  where  he 
had  his  education,  that  he  did  not  know  how 
to  talk  with  more  refpeft  to  the  King's  Of- 
ficers ?  Timothy,  in  a  rage,  to  be  laughed 
at,  with  the  firft  ftroke  of  his  fhillelah 
brought  the  Conftable  down,  and  a  mo- 
ment after  five  or  fix  more  of  them,  fo 
X  2  that 
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that  the  remainder  confulted  their  fafety 
by  flight :  They  were  all  armed  with  long 
fwords  under  their  cloaks,  but,  far  from 
expecling  fuch  a  fudden  attack,  had  not 
time  to  produce  their  weapons,  before  they 
law  the  Conftable  and  fo  many  of  their 
comrades  fprawling. 

Timothy  feized  the  enemy's  arms,  and 
fearching  their  fide -pockets,  took  alfo  a 
number  of  ftabbing-knives  he  found  there, 
and  went  home  to  enquire  if  his  matter  was 
vet  returned,  and  finding  he  was  not,  he 
fet  out  for  Mr.  Priolet's,  bearing  with  him 
the  trophies  of  his  viclory,  and  arrived 
there  at  the  moment  the  ferjeant  of  the 
guard,  whither  Lord  Freeman  had  been 
conducted,  was  by  his  defire  come  to  tell 
the  Colonel  he  wTas  there,  and  bleeding 
from  a  ifevere  wound  he  had  received. 
Fortunately  that  guard  happened  to  be 
of  Priolet's  Regiment ;  his  own  wound  had 
juft  been  dreffed,  and  he  inftantly  fent  the 
Surgeon,  (who  was  ilill  with  him)  the  fer- 
jeant and  Timothy,,  with  directions  to  the 

Officer 
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Officer  commanding  the  guard,  to  have 
Lord  Freeman  brought  with  all  care  to  his 
quarters,  to  have  his  wound  immediately 
dreffed,  and  that  he  fhould  be  put  to  bed  in 
an  apartment  he  had  ready  for  him.  All 
which  was  done,  and  Timothy  remained 
in  the  room  with  his  matter,  curfing  the 
Portuguefe,  and  alluring  him  he  had  al- 
ready revenged  the  infult  offered  him,  and 
would  ftill  take  more  ample  fatisfaftion  of 
them,  not  fufpefling  his  mailer  and  Priolet 
had  had  any  difference. 

It  was  a  very  lucky  circumflance,  that 
after  the  removal  of  the  worthlefs  Father 
Dominick,  (whom  his  Superiors  imme- 
diately took  care  to  fend  to  another  Con- 
vent of  the  Order,  at  a  diftance  from  the 
capital,  whither  they  knew  the  news  of 
his  unlucky  adventure  was  not  likely  to 
reach)  the  whole  direction  of  the  Pancorvo 
family  fell  into  the  hands  of  fo  good  a 
man  as  Father  Jockelyn ;  he  was  perfeftly 
refpe&ed  by  the  heads  of  that  family,  and 
fcarce  any  body  but  himfelf  and  the  old 
X  3  maid 
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maid  fervant  were  permitted  accefs  to 
D.  Lucretia.in  her  confinement :  Jockelyn 
loved  and  refpefted  her,  and  as  (he  foon 
learned  that  Doftor  Duncan's  vifit  had 
been  the  caufe  of  the  difturbance,  and  not 
the  interpofition  of  Priolet,  as  fhe  had  too 
rafhly  concluded,  fhe  entreated  this  good 
ConfefTor  to  wait  on  Lord  Freeman  in  her 
name,  to  reftify  that  piece  of  information, 
which  he  promifed  to  do,  and  accordingly 
did  next  morning,  when  it  was  already  too 
late. 

From  Lord  Freeman's  lodgings,  whither 
he  firft  went  about  eight  o'clock,  Father 
Jockelyn  was  direfted  to  Colonel  Priolets, 
where  he  defired  to  be  introduced  to  his 
Lordfhip ;  but  this  was  refufed  till  the  Sur- 
geon mould  firft  vifit  him,  and  judge  of  his 
fituation.  When  the  Surgeon  came,  he 
found  him  feverifh  and  low ;  he  had  flept 
but  little,  and  had,  as  it  now  appeared,  loft 
d,  great  deal  of  blood :  and  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, his  Lordfhip  fhould  remain  quiet, 
find  fee  nobody.     But  when  Freeman  un^ 

derftood 
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derftood  Father  Jockelyn  was  there  to  fpeak 
with  him,  he  infilled  on  his  being  introdu- 
ced ;  and,  immediately  after  Jockelyn's  ex- 
plaining the  affair  to  him,  he  requefted  to 
fee  Colonel  Priolet,  who  had  juft  got  up, 
after  deeping  well,  his  wound  being  flight 
and  no  way  dangerous.  Priolet  attended 
the  fummons,  and  had  hardly  {hut  the 
room-door,  when  Freeman,  as  well  as  he 
could,  began  thus  :  c  Oh  Priolet,  how  {hall 
I  begin  to  make  you  an  apology,  to  beg 
you  ten  thoufand  pardons  for  my  worfe 
than  madnefs?  but  only  put  yourfelf  in  my 
fituation — a  man  ruined  and  deprived  of 
all  that  is  dear  to  him  in  life,  by  one  whom 
he  had  believed  his  faithful  friend.  Read 
this  note  I  received  laft  night  from  Donna 
Lucretia,  and  hear  now  what  Father  Jocke* 
lyn  tells  me  of  the  infidious  behaviour  of 
Doftor  Duncan.  Think,  Priolet,  what  I 
rauft  feel  after  this,  and  tell  me  how  I  fhall 
make  reparation  for  the  grofs  injury  I  have 
done  you  ?' — Here  the  Surgeon  interpofed, 
faying,  it  was  as  much  as  Lord  Freeman's 
X  4  life 
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life  was  worth,  to  continue  talking  fo  for  the 
prefent,  and  begged  the  Gentlemen  to  leave 
him,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

Father  Jockelyn  and  Priolet  retired  to  ano- 
ther apartment,  wdiere,  after  explaining  to 
the  Father  every  circumflance  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  two  diftrefled  lovers,  of  Sector's 
agreement  with  the  Archbifhop,  (at  which 
the  good  Father  held  up  his  hands)  of  the 
defign  of  murdering  Lord  Freeman,  he 
laftly  produced  the  A£t  of  Refignation  Sec- 
tor  had  made  of  the  Lady.  This  the  Father 
begged  he  might  be  fuffered  to  take  with 
him,  alluring  Priolet,  that  as  matters  then 
flood,  he  had  little  doubt  of  bringing  the 
Marquis  to  reafon,  and  the  Lady  too,  which, 
he  faid,  he  knew  would  be  the  mod  difficult 
tafk ;  he  promifed  Priolet,  that,  as  foon  as 
he  fucceeded  in  his  defign,  he  would  wait 
on  him,  or,  at  leaft,  acquaint  him  of  it.  He 
reprobated  the  proceedings  of  the  prefent 
Government,  in  practifmg  that  very  abufe 
of  authority  they  had  fo  feverely  cenfured 
in  the  late  Adminiftration  ;  he  faid,  the  ut- 

moft 
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moft  ftretch  of  power  in  fuch  cafes,  ought 
never  to  go  beyond  preventing  marriages 
they  did  not  approve  of;  but  that  to  com- 
pel the  two  perfons  to  enter  into  fuch  a  fo- 
lemn  engagement,  againft  the  inclinations 
of  either  of  them,  under  the  veil  of  whatever 
colourable  pretexts,  was,  in  reality,  no  other 
than  the  quinteffence  of  defpotic  infolence. 
Here  I  mufl  clofe  this  epiftle,  as  my 
paper  is  entirely  full  ;  and  as  I  fee  the 
fequel  of  this  detail  wTill  take  up  nearly  as 
much  more,  it  (hall  be  the  fubje6t  of  ano- 
ther letter  bv  next  packet. 

Adieu, 


LET- 
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LETTER      XL. 


Lifbon,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

JL  SHALL  continue  the  narrative  of  my 
laft  without  any  preamble  to  divert  your 
attention. 

At  the  fame  time  Father  Jockelyn  was  in 
conference  with  Priolet,  Donna  Lucretia, 
for  the  firft  time  in  her  life,  experienced  real 
diftrefs.  The  cruelty  and  mifbehaviour  of 
her  parents  had  hitherto  no  other  effeft  on 
her  firm  and  undaunted  difpofition,  hut  to 
exciteJier  companion  of  their  miftaken  judg- 
ment, much  more  than  any  fpirit  of  refent- 
ment  for  fuch  unjuftifiable  ufage.  But  Fame 
had  already  wafted  the  news  of  the  duel  of 
the  preceding  night  early  next  morning 

abroad, 
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abroad,  and  it  had  reached  the  fervants  of 
the  Marquis's  family,  painted  in  colours, 
as  ufual,  blacker  than  the  truth.  It  was  re- 
ported that  Lord  Freeman  had  remained 
upon  the  ground,  and  that  Priolet  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  Lord  Freeman's 
not  returning  that  night  to  his  own  lodg- 
ings, .lent  an  appearance  of  truth  to  the 
firfl  part  of  the  report.  A  duel  in  Lifbon 
is  looked  upon  with  horror,  and  as  an  ac- 
tion only  compatible  with  the  charafter  of 
Heretics  and  Englifhmen,  who  are  defpe- 
Tate  and  have  no  regard  for  their  fouls, 
nor  confideration  for  a  future  (late  :  They 
have  no  conception  of  tw^o  men  in  their 
fenfes  meeting  fairly,  in  cool  blood,  with  a 
purpofe  of  killing  each  other;  and  the 
fame  people,  who  confider  fuch  an  aftion 
as  a  piece  of  unprincipled  madnefs,  are 
reduced,  by  the  force  of  cuftom,  and  a  ftill 
more  falfe  and  depraved  notion  of  the 
point  of  honor,  often  to  juftify  and  ap- 
prove the  praftice  of  treacheroufly  ftab- 
£>ing,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  the  perfon 

againft 
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agafeft  whom  they  have  taken  offence  with 
the  fliarp-pointed  knife  they  all  carry  about 
tltera ;  feldoro  to  condemn  it,  and  nevex  to 
be  fhocked  at  it. 

The  old  fervant  maid  and  confidante  of 
the  Marquis,  (the  fame  who  betrayed  the 
fccret  of  Donna  Lucretia's  connexion  with 
Lord  Freeman  to  Captain  Seftor)  ran  up 
flairs  with  the  news  to  her  matter,  though 
in  bed,  and  he  had  the  barbarity  to  order 
her  to   carry  the    fame  to    his  daughter. 
Then  it  was  that  Donna  Lucretia's  fine  fpi- 
im  quite  forfook  her,  and  flie  fainted  uporf 
the  bed,  from  which  fhe  had  rifen  a  little 
t>efore ;   nor  had  the  unfeeling  maid  the 
charity  to  attift  her,  but  left  her  in  that  fitu- 
ation  till  Father  Jockelyn  returning  from 
Prioiet's,  requefted  to  fpeak  with  her.    The 
uoffe  of  their  coming  in  brought  her  again 
to  herfelf;  me  looked  wildly  and  earneftly 
at  him,  and  thought  {he  read  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  news  m  his  countenance.  f  Alas ! 
((aid  fhe)    reverend  Father,    who  in  this 
world  (hall  bring  me  relief  in  this  dittrefs, 

if 
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if  you  have  none  to  offer  me  ?'  The  good 
man  begged  her  to  explain  what  (he  meant. 
1  Is  he  not  dead,  (laid  (he)  is  not  Lord 
Freeman  murdered  lair,  night,  by  Colonel 
Priolet,  all  owing  to  my  miftake?'  He  im- 
mediately affured  her  it  was  falfe  ;  Mked 
who  told  her  fuch  an  untruth  ?  faid  he  had 
talked  with  him  but  a  little  before,  that  lie 
had  indeed  been  wounded,  but  was  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery.  '  Then  he  is  fliil  alive, 
(replied  (he  haftily,  getting  on  her  knees) 
Lord  Freeman  lives.  O  bleifed  Providence ! 
preferve  him,  keep  him  fafe,  and  let  all 
your  refentment  fall  only  on  me,  for  I  am 
guilty  and  he  is  innocent.' 

Father  Jockelyn  begged  her  to  be  more 
compofed,  and  to  make  ufe  of  her  ordinary 
fagacity  and  circumfpeftion,  and  faid,  he 
doubted  not  but  every  thing  would  yet  be 
well.  She  then  informed  him  of  the  maid's 
behaviour,  and  the  (hocking  manner  of 
telling  her  the  news.  Jockelyn  was  greatly 
hurt  at  it,  and  at  the  recital  of  her  father's 
cruelty,  and  allured   her,  he  would  take 

the 
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the  firft  opportunity  of  expoftulating  with 
him ;  told  her,  that  he  refpefted  her,  pitied 
her,  and  would  ftand  by  her  and  Lord 
Freeman,  as  far  as  his  influence  could  go. 
'  Your  marriage  (added  he)  with  that  ex- 
cellent young  man  is  already  made  in 
Heaven,  and  all  attempts  on  earth  to  pre- 
vent it  will  be  vain.  I  pretend  not  to  the 
gift  of  prophecy,  but  I  feel  myfelf  fo 
ftrongly  urged  by  every  confideration  of 
fitnefs  and  propriety,  that  if  you  and  Lord 
Freeman  will  only  be  patient,  and  perfe- 
vere  with  prudence,  I  think  you  mud,  in 
the  end,  obtain  the  accomplifhmentofyour 
wifhes,'  The  young  Lady  thanked  him, 
promifed  to  refign  herfelf  to  his  direction, 
begged  he  would  talk  with  her  parents, 
and  endeavour  to  fee  Lord  Freeman  often. 
There  was  however  ftill  another  violent 
(hock  in  referve  for  my  excellent  friend 
Freeman,  and,  thro'  him,  for  his  Lucretia. 
He  had  enjoyed  the  fineft  fleep  imaginable, 
almoft  ever  fince  the  morning  that  he  had 
made  the  apology  to  ^iis  friend  Priolet, 

The 
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The  Surgeon  on  vifiting  the  wound  found 
it  had  fuppurated  finely,  and  had  every 
promifing  appearance ;  he  was  in  good 
fpirits,  and  the  fever  he  had  was  very  much 
abated,  fo  that  the  Surgeon  did  not  he- 
fitate  in  pronouncing  him  out  of  danger, 
only  advifing,  that  he  fliould  (till  keep 
quiet,  and  that  his  fpirits  fhould  not  be  agi- 
tated ;  but,  good  Heavens !  how  was  it  pof- 
fible  to  prevent  it,  on  receiving  a  letter 
from  his  mother  by  the  packet  which  came 
that  fame  evening  ?  As  foon  as  he  perufed 
it,  he  fetched  a  deep  figh,  and  put  it  in  my 
hands,  as  I  was  fitting  by  his  bed-fide.  It 
contained  the  following  lines : 

6  Your  travelling  through  foreign  parts, 

*  has,  I  am  apprehenfive,  made  you  for- 
6  get  your  parents  at  home.  I  have  al- 
6  ready  written  you  twice  the  dreadful 
'  news;  but,  perhaps,  you  know  not  yet 
c  that  I  am  now,  alas !  your  only  parent. 

*  Laft  Sunday  evening  your  dear  father 

*  breathed  his  lafl — this  hand  which  writes 
8  you  clofed  his  eyes,  never  more  to  open 

«  till 
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'  till  this  fyftem  is  in  ruins,  and  all  Nature 
'  be  diffolved.  It  was,  believe  me,  amoft 
6  affe&ing  fcene,  and  fuch  as  your  gene- 
c  rous  heart  could  not  have  borne  but 
<  with  unutterable  pain.  Happy  do  I  ao 
c  count  you  in  being  far  diftant  from  the 
■  dreadful  (hock.  With  his  dying  breath 
4  he  fpoke  of  you,  and  charged  me  to  af- 
£  fure  you,  that  among  the  laft  of  his  pe- 
6  titions  to  Heaven,  was,  that  you  might 
£  ever  be  the  peculiar  care  of  an  indulgent 
6  Providence.  I  have  by  laft  poft  ordered  an 
6  unlimited  credit  to  be  remitted  you  to 
6  Lifbon,  but  I  befeech  you  return  to  En- 
c  gland  as  quickly  as  poffible,  and  relieve 

*  me  in  this  deep  aflli&ion,  now  that  I 
'  am  deprived  of  the  belt  of  hufbands,  as 

*  you  are  of  the  bed  of  fathers.5 

He  immediately  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears.  I  did  whatever  I  could  to  affuage 
his  grief,  and  prevent  the  bad  effefts  it 
might  have  upon  his  health ;  I  trembled  for 
the  return  of  his  fever,  and  fent  for  Priolet, 
who  happened  not  to  be  prefent.  After  he 

was 
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was  a  little  more  compofed,  Freeman  turn- 
ed to  me  and  faid,  '  Oh  !  Coftigan,  tell  me 
what  is  life  with  all  its  boafled  enjoyments, 
if  by  one  fatal  blow  I  am  thus  bereaved  of 
the  greateft  and  the  belt.  ?  the  company  and 
inftru&ions  of  him  who  was  at  once  my  fa- 
ther and  fihcereft  friend.'  I  begged  him  to 
recolleft  he  was  a  man,  that  he  poffeffed  the 
fpirit,  the  courage  and  philofophy  of  a  Gen- 
tleman, and  thefe  it  was  now  his  duty  to 
employ  in  fupporting  with  becoming  firm- 
nefs,  a  ftroke  it  was  impoffible  now  to  avoid. 
*  Alas  !  (replied  he)  how  vain  and  empty 
is  all  human  happinefs  !  and  fmce  our  days 
are  to  be  thus  chequered  with  fuch  a  re- 
dundancy of  loffes  and  difappointments,  I 
think  it  is  fortunate  that  life  itfelf  is  limited 
to  fo  fhort  a  period :  Deprived  of  the 
matchlefs  pleafure  of  feeing  and  converting 
with  my  deareft  Lucretia,  now  loft  to  me, 
and  {hut  up  by  the  fanaticifm  of  a  bigoted 
father — my  owTn,  the  beft  of  fathers,  gone 
to  thofe  regions  from  whence  no  tidings 
e'er  return  :  How  is  my  fond  flattering 
Vol.  II.  Y  dream 
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dream  of  life  embittered  now  with  fuclt 
piercing  ftrokes  of  adverfe  fortune,  all 
falling  on  me  at  once,  with  a  redoubled, 
weight  of  forrow !' 

At  this  time  Priolet  entered,  I  fhewed 
him  the  letter ;  and  after  perufing  it,  he  la- 
boured all  he  could  to  keep  Freeman  eafy, 
entreating  him,  for  the  fake  of  his  own 
health,  and  of  his  dearer  Lucretia,  whofe 
life  depended  on  his,  to  be  compofed,  and 
he  promifed  he  would.  Priolet,  without 
faying  any  thing,  took  a  copy  of  the  letter 
and  defpatched  it  to  Father  Jockelyn.  We 
both  remained  in  the  room  with  Freeman 
that  night,  ftretched  on  a  couple  of  fophas, 
and  his  fleep,  though  interrupted  by  deep 
and  heavy  lighs,  had  refreihed  him,  for  in 
the  morning  he  appeared  more  relieved, 
and  moderately  chearfuh 

We  had  fcarcely  finifhed  breakfafl  that 
morning,  when  word  was  brought  in  that 
Bernardo  Soares  Mendez  da  Cofta,  the  rich 
Jew  merchant,  was  below  and  defired  to  fee 
Lord  Freeman,   It  was  impoffible  for  us  to 

imagine 
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imagine  what  could  procure  him  fuch  a  vifit, 
for  we  did  not  then  know  it  wTas  at  this  man's 
inftigation  that  the  patrole  had  fo  readily 
carried  off  Lord  Freeman  prifoner ;  how- 
ever, it  was  refolved  he  mould  be  admitted. 
After  he  came  in,  and  the  firft  compliments 
were  over,  he  told  Lord  Freeman  that  he 
was  a  perfon  in  trade,   and  his  partner  in 
the  fame,  who  is  an  Englimman,  being  in- 
difpofed,  had  requefted  him  to  come  and 
acquaint  his  Lordfhip,  that  their  correfpon- 
dents  in  London  had  by  the  packet  which 
came  in  the  evening  before,  fent  them  di- 
rections, to  furnifli  him  wThat  monies  he 
fhould   call   for,    as  far  as  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  which  they  were  ready  to  do ;  but, 
he  faid,  they  hoped  he  would  have  no  im- 
mediate call  for  the  whole  fum,  for  that 
they  were  themfelves  cruelly  preffed  with 
numberlefs  large  outftanding  debts,  efpe- 
cially  among  the  Nobility,  whom  they  had 
in  vain  attempted  to  profecute  in  the  Courts 
of  Juftice,  where  their  own  brothers,  uncles 
x>x  other  near  relations  were  Judges  or  Af- 

Y  2  feffors. 
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feffors.  Priolet  and  he  then  entered  into 
converfation  about  particular  Noblemen 
they  were  both  acquainted  with,  and  among 
'others  Pancorvo's  name  was  brought  up» 
Freeman  alked  him  if  that  Nobleman  owed 
him  any  money  ?  the  other  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  adding,  that  he  defpaired  of 
ever  feeing  a  farthing  of  it.  Freeman  wifiied 
to  know  how  much  it  was  ?  The  merchant 
laid  he  could  not  recollect  exactly,  but  that 
the  receipts  he  had  of  him  would  vouch  for 
it  On  taking  his  leave.  Freeman  begged 
the  merchant  to  deliver  all  the  receipts  he 
had  of  money  lent  to  the  Marquis  of  Pan- 
corvo  to  Mr.  Pr  iolet,  whom  he  prayed  to 
go  with  him  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  dis- 
count the  amount  of  them  from  the  cre- 
dit he  had  on  him ;  the  merchant  exprefled 
great  fatisfaction  with  thefe  directions,  and 
"laid  he  would  carry  them  into  immediate 
"execution. 

When  Priolet  returned,  he  produced 
above  two  hundred  paltry  little  receipts  of 
money  advanced   by  the  Jew,    in   fmall 

quantities 
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quantities  and  at  different  times,  (with  in- 
tereft  and  compound  intereft  regularly 
Charged  upon  each)  to  the  amount  of  very 
nearly  nineteen  thoufand  Crowns.  Lord 
Freeman  begged  him  to  pack  them  up  to- 
gether, and  fend  them  to  Donna  Lucretia 
to  difpofe  of  as  fhe  thought  proper,  which 
he  immediately  did. 

Two  days  more  elapfed^  and  we  began  to 
be  impatient  at  not  feeing  Father  Jockelyn, 
nor  even  hearing  from  him •;  but  on  the  day 
following  we  received  a  note,  fignifying 
that  he  defired  to  fee  Mr.  Priolet  and  my- 
felf  at  the  Marquis's  exa&Iy  at  twelve:  We 
accordingly  attended,  and  were  conduced 
to  the  Father  s  own  apartment,  where  he 
begged  us  to  be  feated,  and  then  gave  us 
the  detail  of  the  conflifts  and  battlings  he 
had  with  the  two  noble  perfonages,  before 
he  could  reduce  them  to  reafon,  the  Lady 
particularly,  wTho  was  by  far  the  mod  ob- 
ftinate  :  He  faid,  that  making  ufe  of  that 
authority  his  profeflion  and  the  confcien- 
tious  difcharge  of  his  duty  gave  him  over 
Y  3  her, 
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her,  he  had  reprimanded  her  for  her  unjuft 
and  unfeeling  behaviour  to  her  daughter, 
and  for  not  retraining,  by  the  influence  he 
knew  (he  had  over  her  hufband,  thofe  vio- 
lent fallies  of  paffion  he  was  fo  apt  to  fall 
into :     He  farther  told  us,    the   greateft 
ftruggle  he  always  experienced  in  the  fpi- 
ritual  direftion  of  his  noble  penitent  con- 
fifted  in  repreffing  the  burning  and  intem- 
perate zeal  fhe  was  ever  too  forward  to 
exhibit    in    the    caufe    of   holy   Church, 
and  whatever  (he  judged  to  be  the  fervice 
of  God :  her  conftant  theme  and  general 
reply  was,  the  Church,  the  Church — the  au- 
thority of  the  Church  was  abfolute  and  in- 
fallible, and  above  all  Law,  Scripture  and 
Tradition ;  that  fhe  had  a  compulfive  power 
to  make  ftubborn  fmners  bend  to  the  yoke ; 
that  the  Council  of  Trent  was  a  holy  Coun- 
cil, dire£ted  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  that  it 
repudiated  fuch  marriages  as  that  propofed 
for  her  daughter  ;   and  that,   unlefs  Lord 
Freeman  turned  Catholic  (he  could  never 
give  her  confent  to  it ;  and  even  if  he  did* 

{he 
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fhe  faid,  it  would  be  ftill  impracticable,  on 
account  of  her  Majefty's  pleafure  being  al- 
ready fignified  to  them  in  that  refpecl:,  and 
from  which  it  was  impoffible  to  depart, 
were  they  ever  fo  much  inclined  to  it. 

I  replied  to  her  (continued  this  confcien- 
tious  Prieft)  by  obferving,  that  her  zeal 
was  not  according  to  knowledge,  that  (he 
laboured  under  a   grofs   miftake,    if    fhe 
thought  that  either  the  publication  of  the 
bleffed  Gofpel,  or  its  continuation  in  its  pri- 
mitive purity,   ever  depended  on  compul- 
sion, or  on  the  feeble  arm  of  flefh ;  that  fuch 
injudicious  zeal  in  a  good  caufe,  was  exaftly 
what  had  all  along  done  it  fo  much  differ- 
vice  ;  that  it  was  impious  once  to  fuppofe 
the  Omnipotent  Founder  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion    would    ever  abandon   what  he 
himfelf  had  eflablifhed ;  that  to  diffike  or 
perfecute  any  perfon  for  any  difference  of 
opinion  in  religion,  or  to  force  him  to  re- 
nounce that  opinion,  without  the  fulled  in- 
terior conviction,  wras  to  fly  dire&ly  in  the 
face  of  the  moft  folemn  precept  the  Son  of 
Y  4  God 
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God  has  left  us,  which  is  that  oflove  and 
charity  to  all  men,  even  to  our  very  ene- 
mies :  I  told  them  both,  that  their  behavi^ 
our  to  their  daughter  was  fo  extraordinary 
and  unexampled,  that  if  they  perfifted  in  it, 
they  were  under  a  mortal  fin,  from  which 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to  abfolve 
them,  for  that  fuch  obftinacy  rendered  it  of 
the  deepeft  dye  ;  that  therefore,  they  mud 
recur  for  abfolution  to  higher^  powers,  be- 
caufe  I  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  profti- 
tuting  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  in  fuch  a 
manner;  that  inftead  of  returning  daily 
thanks  to  the  Almighty,  for  having  given 
them  fuch  an  accomplifhed  daughter,  they 
were  ungrateful  in  the  higheft  degree,  for 
fuch  a  diftinguifhing  mark  of  his  goodn  *fs : 
That  with  refpefl  to  the  intimation  which 
had  been  given  of  her  Majeftys  pleafure, 
that  plea  was  now  of  no  force,  for  that  I 
had  in  my  poffeffion  a  formal  Aft  of  Refig- 
nation  of  all  pretenfipns  to  the  young  Lady, 
on  the  part  of  the  perfon  her  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  defiine  for  their  daughter.    This 

paper 
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paper  I  delivered  into  the  Marquis's  hand, 
and  was  glad  to  fee  both  him  and  the  Lady 
perufe  it  with  the  molt  evident  marks  of 
furprife.  I  alfo  requefted  that  D.  Lucrctia 
might  be  releafed  from  the  dark  hole  into 
which  they  had  thruft  her,  and  reltored  to 
her  own  apartment,  leaving  them  for  that 
day  to  reflect  on  what  I  had  faid,  which  I 
plainly  perceived  had  made  impreflion. 

The  Marquis  went  that  fame  afternoon 
to  the  Palace  with  Captain  Sector's  paper, 
obtained  an  audience  of  the  Archbifhop  and 
prefented  it  to  him.  After  reading  it  with 
attention,  he  faid  that  fuch  being  the  cafe, 
her  Majefty  had  no  objection  to  his  daugh- 
ter's marrying  whoever  he  judged  proper. 
When  the  Marquis  returned  in  the  evening 
Donna  Lucretia  had  her  liberty ;  and  when 
{he  came  before  her  parents,  they  even 
jnade  a  fort  of  apology  to  their  daughter, 
who  kiffed  their  hands,  begged  their  blef- 
linff  and  melted  into  tears. 

o 

The  next  forenoon,  which  was  yefterday, 
J  attacked  them  again  when  the   young 

Lady 
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Lady  was  prefent ;  we  had  very  long  argu- 
ments, though  I  found  it  eafy  to  anfwer  all 
their  obje&ions,  of  which  I  fhall  not  noWv 
trouble  you  with  the  recital.  At  laft,  the 
Marquis  faid  to  me, '  Do  you  really  appre- 
hend, Father,  there  is  no  fin,  no  real  danger 
in  allowing  my  daughter  to  marry  a  perfon 
brought  up  in  the  Englilh  perfuafion  ?  will 
it  not  be  looked  upon  by  the  ftrift  thinking 

people  as  a '     Without  giving  him 

time  to  finilh  his  fentence,  I  replied  to  him, 
*  By  this  facred  habit  which  I  wear,  Sir, 
your  ignorance  aftonifhes  me !  and  I  did 
not  imagine  you  had  been  fo  ill  informed : 
Are  you  yet  to  learn  that  it  is  a  point  of 
pious  policy  in  our  Church,  to  authorife 
fuch  marriages  as  fhe  does,  in  hopes  the 
charms  of  the  fair  fex  may  bring  over  the 
hufbands  to  the  fame  belief,  as  experience 
has  often  {hewn  to  be  the  cafe  ;  and  who 
ever  bid  fairer  for  doing  fo  than  the  young 
Lady  prefent  ?    Sir,  the  gaining  over  a  fa- 
mily  of  Lord  Freeman's  confequence,  will 
he  a  gracious  and  moil  acceptable  offering 

in 
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in  the  prefence  of  God,  it  will  be  a  fignal 
piece  of  fervice  done  to  the  Church,  and  a 
moll  meritorious  work  in  the  eyes  of  all 
the  faithful ;  befides,  Sir,  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  reciprocal  and   honorable 
affeftion  between  Lord  Freeman  and  this 
young  Lady,  the  whole  rife  and  progrefs 
wThereof  I  am  now  well  informed  of,  and 
which  they  fo  earneftly  defire  to  fanftify 
by  the  holy  facrament  of  matrimony,  indi- 
cate plainly,  as  with  a  rod,  the  will  of  the 
Almighty  in  the  difpofal  of  your  daugh- 
ter, and  it  would  therefore  be  criminal, 
highly  criminal  in  you  or  your  Lady  any 
longer  to  oppofe  it.'  To  this  argument  they 
both  then  anfwered  with  one  voice,  '  Then 
let  the  will  of  the  Almighty  be  done.' 

But  what  followed  appeared  to  me  ftill 
more  like  the  intervention  of  a  particular 
Providence ;  for  yefterday,  at  the  time  we 
were  fettling  this  bufmefs,  a  fervant  brought 
word  that  Carlos  Soares  de  Cofta  from  the 
Brazils  begged  to  fpeak  with  the  Marquis, 
who  could  not  recoiled  any  perfon  of  that 

name 
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name  he  was  acquainted  with.  However, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  introduced,  and  was 
fulrprifed  beyond  meafure  to  fee  a  perfon, 
who  he  had  been  affured  by  that  perfon's 
own  brother,  was  dead  a  twelvemonth  be- 
fore :  it  was  no  other  than  the  elder  bro- 
ther of  Bernardo  Soares  Mendez  da  Cofta, 
who  had  given  him  out  for  dead  in  the 
Brazils,  and  (hewed  a  forged  copy  of  his 
will,  by  which  he  had  left  him  a  great  for- 
tune, all  with  a  view  to  fupport  his  own 
credit  on  the  Exchange  here.  This  man 
likewife  informed  the  Marquis,  that  on  in- 
fpefting  his  brother's  accounts,  he  found  he 
had  fquandered  at  play  almoft  all  the 
money  and  value  of  the  effe&s  he  had  been 
remitting  him  home  for  years  before  ;  that 
fmce  his  arrival  he  had  been  affured  his 
brother  was  on  the  point  of  marrying  his 
daughter,  for  which  reafon  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  waiting  on  him,  to  acquaint 
him  of  his  real  fituation,  and  prevent  him 
from  involving  the  Marquis,  or  any  of  his 
family,  in  misfortunes  of  his  own  creating; 

Thev 
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They  all  expreffed  to  him  how  fenfible  they 
were  of  his  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  in  thus 
advifmg  them. 

When  this  man  was  gone,  the  Marquis 

expreffed  great  uneafinefs,  fo  much  that  I 

remarked  it  to  his  Lady,  and  told  himfelf, 

that  if  he  ever  had  an  intention  of  marrying 

his   daughter   to  that   man's   brother,   he 

ought  much  rather  to  rejoice  at  fuch  a 

lucky  efcape.    There  is,  Sir,  (faid  I  to  him} 

often  an  unfeen,  a  kind  conducting  hand 

which  direfts  our  courfe  involuntarily,  and 

prefer ves  us  from  danger  in  fpite  of  our- 

felves,  and  fuch,  I  think,  is  this  accident, 

which   has   happened  you  this  moment. 

The  Marchionefs  whifpered  me  her  huf- 

band's  uneafinefs  proceeded  from  confide- 

rable  fums  of  money  he  owed  (his  Bernardo 

Soares,  who  would  now  certainly  call  on 

him  for  it,  as  his  affairs  were  in  fo  bad  a 

fituation.     On  this,  Donna  Lucretia,  who 

overheard  what  her  mother  faid,  told  her 

that  her  father  did  not  owe  him  a  farthing; 

rfie  Marchionefs  defired  her  to  be  quiet,  for 

that 
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that  flie  was  not  acquainted  with  the  cii> 
cumftances :  the  young  lady  aflured  her 
{he  was,  and  produced  all  her  father's  re* 
ceipts,  tied  up  in  a  filk  handkerchief.  This 
furprifed  us  all  again,  for  I  at  that  time 
knew  nothing  of  it :  above  all  the  Marquis 
feemedaftonifiied,  tillD.  Lucretia explained 
how  (he  came  by  them.  The  Marquis  then 
went  and  embraced  his  daughter,  and  I  faw 
the  tears  trickling  down  his  cheeks,  as  he 
fat  down  again,  fetching  a  deep  figh,  and 
pronounced  thefe  words, 6  Ah  !  fempre  fao 
Inglezes,'  they  always  behave  like  Englim- 
men. 

To  conclude,  Gentlemen,  they  are  now 
as  well  difpofed  for  the  marriage,  as  they 
were  before  averfe  to  it ;  they  are  waiting 
for  you,  to  fettle  all  the  circumftances, 
knowing  you  both  to  be  Lord  Freeman's 
intimate  and  bofom  friends  ;  but  I  thought, 
before  you  faw  them,  it  was  neceffary  to 
give  you  this  previous  information. 
:  Father  jockelyn  then  ufhered  us  into  the 
apartment  where  they  were.  They  were 
;;  extremely 
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extremely  gracious,  and  enquired  particu- 
larly concerning  the  ftate  of  Lord  Freeman's 
bealth;  every  thing  was  arranged  to  out- 
mutual   fatisfa6iion,    and  we   almoft  flew 
back  to  Freeman  with  the  news.     A  fud- 
den  gleam  of  joy  overfpread  his  face,  and 
he   has  recovered  furprifingly  every  day 
fince ;  he  walks   about  in  his  apartment^ 
though  the  Surgeon  will  not  yet  venture 
him  abroad.   Donna  Lucretia — but  I  muft 
referve  a  paragraph  or  more  for  that  angel 
to  herfelf ;  all  I  (hall  fay  of  her  here  is, 
that  (he  has  made  her  coufin  Mifs  Welding 
come  and  live  with  her,  till  the  day  of  their 
marriage,  and  we  vifit  them  now  frequent- 
ly.    They  will  be  married  in  about  five 
weeks  hence,  foon  after  which  I  think  we. 
fhalL  all  embark  for  Old  England. 

Adieu ! 


LET- 
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LETTER      XLL 

Lifbon,  1779. 

Deajfl  Brother, 

VV  HEN  I  promifedin  a  former  letter  to 
give  you  an  account  of  a  theatrical  repre- 
fentation  we  had  been  prefent  at,  the  even- 
ing which  preceded  all  our  confufion,  I  did 
not  then  imagine  I  fhould  be  able  to  join  to 
it  the  account  of  a  real  farce  I  have  feen 
performed  by  this  whole  Court  fmce,  which 
in  ridicule  and  burlefque  exceeds,  in  my 
opinion,  every  thing  the  groffeft  of  all  far- 
cical performances  ever  produced,  in  the 
groffeft  times,  upon  a  theatre. 

There  is  no  public  theatre  here  at  prefent, 
the  pious  Queen  not  chufmg  to  permit  fuch 
a  fchool  of  immorality  in  a  public  manner, 
much  lefs  would  (he  fuffer  women  to  exhi- 
bit on  the  Hage,  were  it  open,  being  of  opw 

nion, 
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nion,  that  permitting  women  thus  to  act  in 
public,  would  have  too  much  the  appear- 
ance of  patronizing  the  favourite  vice  of  her 
country ;  for  the  principal  objeft  is  to  ob- 
viate public  fcandal,  and  this  agrees  with 
what  I  have  mentioned  on  former  occafions, 
as  well  as  with  a  (landing  advice  the  old 
Fryars  in  this  country  are  ever  giving  to  the 
young  ones,Ji  non  ca/le,  tantum  mo  do  caute, 
9  if  you  cannot  be  chafte,  at  leaft  be  cau- 
tious.' Accordingly  the  wits  here  fay,  her 
Majefty,  by  virtue  of  her  abfolute  authori- 
ty, may  prevent  the  women  from  afting  in 
public,  but,  they  thank  God,  it  is  not  in 
her  power  to  prevent  them  from  playing 
their  parts  in  private. 

It  was  on  occafion  of  the  anniverfary  of  a 
marriage,  that  we  were  invited  to  dine,  as 
well  as  the  Britifh  Envoy  and  feveral  other 
perfons  of  note,  at  a  Nobleman's  country- 
houfe,  about  fix  miles  from  hence,  wrhere 
there  was  a  numerous  company  affembled. 
During  dinner,  and  efpecially  the  deffert, 
which  was  elegant,  the  Motes,  and  the  Glo- 

Vol.  II.  Z  zas 
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zas  *  flew  about  the  room  in  abundance ; 
among  others,  two  grave  and  learned  Fry- 
ars,  laying  afide  the  ufual  aufterity  of  their 
behaviour,  feemed  entirely  devoted  to  wit, 
mirth  and  good  humour,  arid  one  of  them 
even  plyed  his  glafs  fo  heartily  that  the  ef- 
fects of  it  were  perfe&ly  vifible  before  the 
deffert  was  over,  and  before  the  whole  com- 
pany rofe  from  table  his  Reverence  was  led 
reeling  to  bed,  a  fight  many  of  the  company 
appeared  to  be  extremely  fhoeked  at,  being 
here  fo  very  uncommon ;  the  men  at  din- 
ner drink  fine  cold  water  in  abundance,  and 
feldom  above  two  half  glaffes  of  wine,  and 
as  for  the  Ladies,  fcarce  any  of  them  know 
the  tafte  of  it.     A  drunkard  is  held  in  con- 
tempt and  deteftation,  and  the  very  appel- 
lation of  (Bebado)  drunkard,  ferioufly  ap- 
plied,  is  reckoned  equal  to  the  bittereft 
term  of  reproach  that  can  be  bellowed  in 
the  Englifh  language ;    on  the  contrary, 
nothing  is  more  common  among  friends  and 

*  For  the  explanation  of  a  Mote  and  a  Gloza,  fee  the 
next  letter. 

acquaint- 
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acquaintance  in  converfation,  than  to  give 
and  receive  the  lie  reciprocally,  in  ferious 
as  well  as  jocular  difcourfe,  without  any  fort 
of  offence  being  taken.  Such  are  the  op- 
pofite  cuftoms  of  different  nations,  even  in 
our  limited  Continent  of  Europe,  and  this 
fhould  teach  us  not  to  be  furprifed  at  find- 
ing a  flill  greater  difference  when  we  look 
farther  abroad  into  the  world.  And  here 
I  muft  fubjoin  an  anecdote  I  was  only  ac- 
quainted with  a  few  days  ago  by  an  old 
and  refpeftable  Englifh  merchant  of  this 
place,  to  whom  I  happened  to  pay  a  fore- 
noon vifit,  as  I  think  it  comes  in  fomewhat 
to  the  purpofe. 

We  were  leaning  over  the  balcony  of 
his  apartment,  converting  about  indifferent 
matters,  when  the  old  Gentleman  defired 
me  to  remark  a  flout  big  man  coming  on 
horfeback,  he  was  dreffed  in  a  fcarlet  uni- 
form with  very  broad  gold  lace  ;  he  looked 
fierce,  haughty  and  ftiff  as  he  went  along, 
obferving  all  the  rules  of  equitation  with  a 
fcrupujous  nicety.  I  fuppofe  (faid  I  to  my 
Z  2  friend^ 
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friend)  he  is  aFidalgo  and  a  General  Officer 
You  are  right,  (replyed  he)  tit  down  and 
you  {hall.  hear.  During  the  war  in  1762, 
that  Gentleman  railed  a  troop  of  horfe  for 
the  ferviee  at  his  own  expence,  and  in 
return  he  then  obtained  the  rank  of  Captain 
in  the  Army ;  having  feveral  good  horfes 
in  his  troop,  there  was  a  fine  Spanifh  one 
particularly,  for  which  Major  Luttrell,  of 
Colonel  Burgoyne's  Englifh  Regiment  of 
Light  Dragoons  then  ferving  here,  took  a 
fancy,  and  was  defirous  of  purchafmg  him : 
They  accordingly  entered  on*  a  bargain  be- 
fore witnelfes,  and  it  was  agreed  he  was  to 
have  the  horfe  the  fanie  evening  for  fixty 
moidores ;  butbefore  evening  came  the  Cap- 
tain changed  his  mind,  and  fent  the  Major 
word  he  could  not  let  him  have  the  horfe, 
unlefs  he  advanced  confiderably  beyond  the 
price  agreed  on.  Major  Luttrell,  juftly  pro- 
voked at  fuch  a  glaring  breach  of  integrity, 
wTent  with  his  Interpreter  to  wait  on  the 
Captain,  telling  the  Interpreter  beforehand, 
that  though  he  could  not  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage 
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guage  of  the  country,  yet  he  underflood  it 
fo  well  as  to  know  if  he  interpreted  faith- 
fully whatever  he  mould  tell  him  in  Engliih, 
andfwearing,  that  ifhedidnot,  he  would 
inftantly  run  him  through  the  body,  vVhen 
they  came  to  tire  Captain,   Major  Luttrell 
afked  him  if  he  had  not  agreed  in  the  fore- 
noon to  fell  him  fuch  a  horfe  at  fuch  a 
price?  To  which  the  other  readily  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative.    He  then  afked  him  why 
henowreceded  from  his  bargain?  TheCap- 
tain  faid,  he  had  receded  from  it  becaufe 
the  horfe  was  too  <:heap,  and  that  he  would 
not  part  with  him  unlefs    he   gave   him 
eighty,  inftead  of  fixty  moidores.     Major 
Luttrell  now  ordered  his  Interpreter  to  tell 
the  Captain,  that  by  his  infamous  behavi- 
our he  had  (hewn  himfelf  to  be  a  lyar,  a 
rafcal  and  a  fcoundrel.  The  Captain  at  this 
Ihrugged  up  his  moulders,  and  replied  to 
the  Interpreter,  he  was  forry  the  Gentle- 
man fhould  take  offence  where  none  was 
intended  ;   but  faid,  he  would  part  with 
his  horfe  on  no  other  terms.  On  finding;  this, 

Z  3  the 
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the  Major  dire&ed  the  Interpreter  to  ac- 
quaint the  Captain,  that  in  France  or  Eng- 
land, if  it  happened  that  one  Officer  bellow- 
ed on  another  fuch  epithets  as  he  had  jufl 
done  on  him,  the  Officer  fo  grofsly  infulted 
mull  and  certainly  would  direftly  call  the 
other  out  and  fight  him* 

The  Captain,  flill  preferving  his  fang 
froid,  replied  to  the  Interpreter  very  delibe- 
rately, that  what  the  Gentleman  faid  might 
be  very  true,  for  what  he  knew  to  the  con- 
trary, but  that  he  as  yet  faw  no  good  rea- 
fon  for  preferring  the  praftice  of  Foreigners 
in  the  prefent  inftance  to  that  of  his  own 
country;  that  if  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
affronted,  he  fhould  never  be  fuch  a  fool  or 
a  madman,  as  by  calling  out  his  antagonift, 
to  offer  him  an  equal  chance  of  taking  his 
own  life,  while  he  knew  of  a  fafer  and 
more  certain  method  of  obtaining  fuch  fatis- 
faflion  as  he  fhould  judge  adequate  to  the 
affront  received.  In  other  words,  '  by 
ilabbing  him  unaware,  or  by  hiring  aflaf- 

fins 
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fins  to  do  fo.' — Such  is  the  point  of  honor 
in  this  high-fpirifed  country. 

But  to  return  to  the  dramatical  entertain- 
ment—*— The  theatre  was  neatly  fitted  up, 
but  entirely  in  the  fame  tafte  with  their 
Churches  and  Chapels  ;  every  thing  was 
covered  with  crimfon  damafk,  the  curtains 
.and  draperies  were  of  the  fame  fluff,  and 
ornamented  with  a  profufion  of  mock  lace, 
both  of  gold  and  fiher.  A  confiderable 
deal  more  of  company  attended  in  die 
-evening  than  we  had  feen  at  dinner,  and  tiie 
front  rows  of  the  boxes  wTere  full  of  Ladies, 
who  looked  charmingly,  and  feemed  to  be 
there  in  the  proper  point  of  view.  Their 
hair  was  done  up  in  a  wonderful  variety  of 
plaits  and  braids,  with  a  great  degree  of 
tafte,  and  without  caps,  but  a  quantity  of 
beautiful  flowers,  both  natural  and  artifi- 
cial, fupplied  their  place,  and  were  richly 
intermixed  with  fprigs  of  diamonds,  befides 
many  breaft-knots,  lolitaires  and  pendants 
oftLe  fame  andocnei  precious  ftones*  Lord 
Freeman  looked  every  where  for  hismif- 
Z  4  trefs, 
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trefs,  but  fhe  did  not  appear,  though  the 
family  had  been  alfo  invited ;  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  difturbance  Doftor  Duncan 
raifed  that  day  had  fent  their  excufe.  The 
performers  were  moftly  of  the  profeffion 
brought  from  Lifbon  for  the  occafion,  and 
our  entertainment  confifled  of  three  parts  : 
The  firfl:  was  a  Portuguefe  comedy,  inter- 
mixed with  fome  very  extraordinary  Ang- 
ina ;  the  fecond  was  a  mod  uncommon 
medley,  but  which  I  underftood  better,  as 
I  had  formerly  feen  fomething  like  it  in  a 
puppet-ihow  at  Madrid ;  the  laft  was  called 
a  Spanilh  farce,  or  Entremez,  in  which  the 
aflors  attempted  to  fpeak  Spanifh,  but  did 
it  wretchedly. 

The  performers  had  a  way  of  drawling 
out  their  words,  and  fpeaking  through  the 
nofe,  fo  much  more  than  I  have  perceived 
in  ordinary  converfation  here,  that  I  con- 
fefs  I  loft  much  of  the  wit  and  fait  of  the 
firfb  part,  and  even  many  of  the  fentences 
and  the  thread  of  the  plot,  if  it  had  any. 
One  thing  I  remarked  was,  that  the  laugh 

was 
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was  chiefly  kept  up  by  the  fmut  and  re- 
partees of  an  old  woman,  who  was  em- 
ployed as  a  procurefs,  or  go-between,  and 
every  time  (he  opened  her  mouth  was  fol- 
lowed with  burfts  ofapplaufe.  One  fcene 
I  particularly  noticed  was,  that,  where  a 
young  countryman,  deeply  fmitten  with 
the  charms  of  one  of  the  ladies  of  the  piece, 
took  to  bed  ;  the  uncle,  in  great  confirma- 
tion, fends  for  a  Phyfician,  who  appears  at 
the  patient's  bedfide,  feels  his  pulfe,  and 
makes  him  put  out  his  tongue,  on  which 
he  makes  fome  witty  remarks,  though  not 
very  decent :  he  afterwards  afks  the  pa- 
tient where  his  chief  complaint  lay  ?  The 
patient  replies,  that  he  has  had  violent 
pains  in  his  flomach  and  bowels,  but  that 
fince  he  had  a  hearty  fit  of  b — lch — g  a 
little  before,  he  was  much  eafier.  This  in- 
decent joke  produced  a  hearty  laugh.  The 
Phyfician  then  afks  the  uncle  what  was  the 
complexion  of  his  nephew's  urine?  The  old 
man  begs  his  honor's  pardon,  and  tells  him, 
as  he  was  not  book  learned,  he  did  not  un- 

derftand 
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derftand  the  queflion.  The  other  then  bawls 
into  the  uncle's  ear,  6  Hpw  is  your  nephew 
in  regard  to  his  }> — f-ng?'  Auniverfal  clap 
of  applaufe,  with  the  repetition  of  Bravo ! 
Bravo !  announced  how  much  the  company 
were  fatisfied  with  this  delicate  fally  of  wit. 
But  my  eyes  were  particularly  fixed  upon 
Donna  Guimar,  a  prodigious  fat  Lady^ 
who  fat  immediately  before  me ;  I  think  I 
have  never  feen  fo  corpulent  a  woman,  who 
appeared  to  be  fo  young,  and  I  really  ex- 
pefted  {he  would  have  gone  into  convul- 
fions  with  laughing  on  the  occafion  ;  with 
one  hand  {he  clapt  a  large  fan  {he  held  in  it 
on  her  face,  and  with  the  other  ftuck  in  her 
fide,  fhe  laid  back  in  the  eafy  chair  on 
which  fhe  fat  under  me;  as  I  flood  behind 
her  in  the  box,  I  faw  her  overgrown  full 
neck,  which  was  uncovered  and  prevented 
from  ftarting  over  by  a  large  rifmg  circum- 
ference of  ftays  which  oppofed  themfelves, 
heaving  and  undulating  for  a  long  time, 
like  the  waves  of  the  fea,  after  being  agi- 
tated by  a  florm,  and  which  was  to  me  a 

proof 
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proof  me  was  perfe&ly  well  pleafed  with 
her  entertainment. 

The  next  piece  was  more  comprehenfive, 
and  included  more  important  fcenes  of  ac- 
tion, beginning  as  it  ought  to  do,  with  the 
creation  of  the  world :  Here  we  faw  the 
[Padre  Eterno)  Eternal  Father,  with  a  long 
white  beard,  defcend  in  a  cloud,  wit!?,  a  great 
number  of  lights  and  angels  about  him,  and 
give  orders  for  the  creation  of  the  wTorld; 
over  his  head  was  drawn  an  equilateral  tri- 
angle, as  an  emblem  of  the  Trinity. 

The  next  fcene  prefented  us  with  the  fer- 
pent  tempting  Eve  to  eat  the  apple,  and, 
his  Infernal  Majefty  the  Prince  of  Darknefs 
paffed  the  moft  exaggerated  encomiums  on 
her  beauty,  in  order  to  engage  her  to  eat, 
which,  as  foon  as  fhe  had  done,  and  had 
made  Adam  do  the  fame,  there  came  a  ter- 
rible florm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  in  the 
midft  of  which  we  had  a  dance  of  Infernal 
Spirits,  with  the  Devil  in  the  middle,  all 
in  high  glee,  and  congratulating  their  Mo- 
narch on  the  fuccefs  of  his  fcheme  againft 

mankind ; 
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mankind ;  the  Devil  was  dreffed  in  black, 
with  fcarlet  {lockings,  long  ruffles,  the  frill 
of  his  fhirt,  a  broad  lace  on  his  hat,  and  a 
large  feather  in  it,  all  of  the  fame  colour. 
While  they  were  exceedingly  well  diverted 
with  their  dance,  a  voice  from  behind  the 
ftage  pronounces,  in  a  loud  and  folemn 
tone,  the  word  JESUS,  on  which  the  whole 
company  of  Devils  funk  immediately  under 
the  ftage  through  trap-doors,  from  which 
flames  and  black  fmoke  were  feen  rifmg, 
till  they  were  (hut. 

As  foon  as  the  fcene  was  fnifted,  the 
Eternal  Father  was  feen  again  defcending, 
but  now  in  great  wrath,  and  without  any 
lights  or  angels  attending  him.  He  imme- 
diately called  for  Noah,  who,  it  feems,  was 
ready  in  waiting,  telling  him  he  was  fo  pro- 
voked by  the  wickednefs  of  mankind,  that 
he  was  refolved  to  drown  them  all  together, 
and  faid  he  was  heartily  vexed  that  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  of  creating  fuch  a  fet  of 
ungrateful  fcurvy  fellows.  But  here  the 
piety  of  Noah  interceded  in  their  favour, 

and, 
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and,  at  laft,  it  was  agreed  that  Noah  mould 
build  an  Ark,  according  to  the  direftions 
the  Eternal  Father  gave  him ;  he  therefore 
orders  Noah  to  go  to  the  Kings  dockyard 
in  Lifbon,  and  call  John  Gonfalves  (which* 
is  the  name  of  the  prefent  Matter  Builder 
here)  whom  he  defired  Noah  to  employ 
under  his  own  infpe£tion  in  the  work, 
afTuring  him  he  preferred  John  Gonfalves  s 
method,  to  thofe  of  all  their  boafted  Frencli 
and  Englifh  Builders,  (this  compliment  to 
die  nation  produced  a  great  clap  of  appro- 
bation from  the  audience)  after  which  the 
Eternal  Father  went  up  again  to  Heaven, 
and  Noah  to  build  his  Ark, 

Let  no  fnarling  French  critic  henceforth 
cavil  with  your  Shakefpeare,  for  the  irre- 
gularity of  his  hiftorical  plays,  which  only 
included  the  fmall  period  of  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  which  vanifh  into  a  point  when  com- 
pared to  the  diftance  of  time  between  the 
Creation  and  the  Flood,  or  between  this 
laft  and  the  following  fcene  of  our  piece, 
which  coniifted  of  a  converlation  between 

St. 
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Chriftopher,  (a  Giant)  our  Saviour,  who 
was  reprefented  as  a  very  pretty  boy  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  but  very 
poorly  drafted,  and  the  Devil,  whom  I 
readily  knew  again,  having  the  fame  drefs 
he  appeared  in  before.  The  Devil  com- 
plains grievoufly  to  the  Saint  of  the  irre- 
parable mifchief  the  coming  of  Chrift  had 
done  to  himfelf  and  his  kingdom,  faid,  that 
he  could  now  fcarcely  put  down  his  foot  on 
any  corner  of  the  Earth  without  meeting 
with  Chriftians  and  Saints.  He  afked  the 
Saint  what  fort  of  confcience  his  mafter 
had,  that  he  was  for  taking  all  to  himfelf, 
and  would  leave  him  nothing,  though  he 
mull  be  fenfible,  it  was  much  more  the  fear 
of  him  than  any  love  for  his  antagonift,  that 
made  fo  many  Chriftians,  and  defied  the 
Saint  might  introduce  him  to  Chrift,  fo  that 
they  might  fettle  their  affairs  in  an  amicable 
manner  ?  Saint  Chriftopher  replied,  he  did 
not  really  know  where  to  find  Jefus  Chrift 
at  prefent,  but  faid,  he  believed  he  was 
with  his  father  and  mother  in  the  city  of 

Heliopolis, 
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Heliopolis,  in  Egypt.  The  Devil  faid  he 
had  not  time  to  go  fo  far  that  night,  but, 
that  he  thought  the  little  boy  the  Saint  had 
there  with  him,  very  much  refembled  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  the  beft  of  his  remembrance, 
when  he  faw  him  once  at  a  diftance  about 
feven  hundred  years  before,  going  into  the 
Temple  at  Jerufalem.  The  Saint  afiured 
him  he  was  not  Chrift,  and  the  little  boy 
himfelf  declared,  that  fo  far  from  it,  lie 
was  only  the  fon  of  a  poor  Carpenter  of 
Nazareth,  who,  with  the  fweat  of  his  fore- 
head, had  much  trouble  to  earn  wherewith 
to  buy  a  couple  of  pilchards  and  a  bit  of 
brown  bread  for  himfelf  and  his  mother  to 
eat. 

After  this,  St.  Chriftopher  and  the  Devil 
had  a  long  converfation  upon  the  nature  of 
the  Trinity ;  and  this  laft  concluded,  it  was 
upon  the  whole  fuch  an  intricate  contra- 
diftory  piece  of  bufmefs,  that  he  confeffed 
,  he  could  not  comprehend  it.  Upon  this  the 
Saint  very  familiarly  tells  the  Devil  he  mufl 
be  a  great  blockhead,  (hum  pedaco  d'Afno] 

a  piece 
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a  piece  of  an  afs  literally,  for  that  nothing 
was  more  felf-evident  and  intelligent,  add- 
ing, that  he  would  make  it  fo  even  to  him 
in  an  inftarit.  On  this  he  took  up  with  his 
left  hand  the  fkirt  of  his  own  gown  or  ha- 
bit, and  making  a  fold  of  a  part  of  it  with 
his  right,  faid,  Here  is  one ;  then  making 
another  fold,  faid,  Here  are  two  ;  and 
making  a  third,  afked  him,  if  that  was  not 
three  ?  and  the  other  anfwering  in  the  af- 
firmative, the  Saint  dropped  the  three  folds, 
and  ftretched  out  all  that  part  of  his  gar- 
ment in  one  piece  between  his  hands,  with- 
out any  folds ;  and  the  Devil,  after  fuch  a 
palpable  demonftration,  now  acknowledged 
that  he  clearly  imderftood  the  nature  of  the 
Trinity. 

This  matter  being  difcufled,  the  little  boy 
begged  St.  Chriftopher  to  carry  him  on  his 
moulder  over  a  deep  and  rapid  river  run- 
ning clofe  by  them,  to  which  the  Saint  con- 
fented,  though  the  Devil  cautioned  him  how 
he  meddled  with  that  little  boy,  of  whom 
he  ftill  had  his  doubts,  as  to  who  he  really 

was. 
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Was*     However,  the  Saint  took  him  up, 
but  before  he  got  to  the  middle  of  the  ri- 
ver, he  was  ready  to  fink  under  the  enor- 
mous load,  and  began  to  call  out,  at  which 
the  Devil  laughed  heartily,  and  aiked  him 
why  he  would  not  follow  his  advice  ?   The 
boy  faid  to  the  Saint  while  on  his  moulder 
in  the  river,  '  If  Atlas  formerly  found  the 
weight  of  the  Poles  of  this  world,  a  load  he 
could  hardly  bear,  no  wonder,  Chriftopher, 
that  though  a  Giant,  you  fhould  find  me 
much  heavier,  who  am  the  Creator  not  only 
of  this  world,  but  of  the  Sun,  the  Moon, 
and  all  the  planetary  fyftem.'    On  the  boy's 
faying  this,  the  Saint  found  himfelf  inftanta- 
neoufly  relieved,  and  on  fetting  him  down 
on  the  other  fide,  he  fell  on  his  knees  to 
worlhip  him,  and  then  making  the  fign  of 
the  crofs  over  the  water  upon  the  Devil, 
the  Prince  of  Darknefs  immediately  vanifti- 
ed  into  flame  and  fmoke,  leaving  a  ftrong 
fulphureous  fmell  behind  him. 

This  piece  concluded  with  a  fcene,  which 
is  a  conftant  favourite  with  the  people  of 

Vol.  II.     ■■  A  a  this 


3,54,  SKETCHES    OF 

this  country :  It  was  a  converfation  of  feme 
gallants  with  their  Nuns  at  the  parlour  grate 
of  aConvente  After  many  bombaft  aflevera- 
tions  of  love  and  attachment,  interfperfed 
with  double  entendre  on  both  fides,  the  La- 
dies defire  the  Gentlemen  to  entertain  them 
with  a  dance,  which  they  did,  by  dancing 
the  fofa,  two  and  two  to  the  Guitar,  and 
afterwards  another  dance  flill  more  inde- 
cent and  obfcene,  only  praftifed  by.  the 
black  men  and  women  of  Lifbon,  and  this 
laft  part  of  the  entertainment  efpecially 
went  off  with  great  applaufe. 

The  fcene  of  the  after-piece  lay  in  a  Spa- 
nilh  Cobler's  (hop,  the  Cobler  at  work  with 
his  wife  by  him,  (who  was  rather  hand- 
fome)  and  two  of  their  goffips,  the  one  a 
Bernardine,  and  the  other  a  Francifcan 
Fryar,  who  were  from  time  to  time  cafting 
a  leering  eye  at  the  wife,  but  were  at  the 
fame  time  engaged  in  a  deep  difpute,  in 
which  the  Cobler  took  a  ferious  part.  One 
of  the  learned  Fryars  infilled  there  could 
exift  matter  without  form,  the  other  was  as 

ftrenuous 
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ftrenuous  in  fupporting  the  contrary  opi- 
nion, faying,  that  matter  and  form  were  in- 
feparable,  to  which  the  Cobler  himfelf  alfo 
adhered,  while  his  wife  feemed  prudently 
to  embrace  the  opinions  of  both  her  gofhps. 
Mean  time  a  young  Buck  (Maxo)   enters 
the  mop,  and  defires  the  Cobler  to  mend 
the  flrap  of  his  fhoe-buckle  which  he  had 
torn  in  walking.     The  Cobler  calls  to  his 
wife  Maria,  to  know  what  money  was   in 
the  houfe  ?    Maria  replied  that  fhe  had  a 
(Pezo  duro)  piece  of  eight,  and  feven  roy- 
als.    The  Cobler  then  turns  to  the  Buck, 
and  aiks  him  if  he  was  not  afhamed  to  de- 
fire  him  to  work  for  him,  when  he  heard 
he  had  fo  much  money  in  the  houfe  ?  and 
told  him  he  might  get  his  (trap  mended 
where  he  pleafed,  for  that  he  wTould  work 
for  no  man  while  he  was  fo  rich.    The  dif- 
pute  concerning  matter  and  form  ftill  went 
on  and  became  warm,  (by  the  wTay  you 
muit  know  the  words  materia  and  forma 
in  Spanifh,  fignify  matter  and  form,  and 
that  the  word  forma  alfo  fignifies  a  (hoe- 
A  a  2  maker's 


Z56  SKETCH  E  S    O  F 

maker's  laft)  the  party,  who  infifted  matter 
could  exift  without  form,  was  very  obfti- 
nate,  without  producing  one  good  reafon 
for  it.     The  Cobler  was  particularly  pro- 
voked on  feeing  this,  and  faid,  he  would 
foon  convince  him  ;  fo,  rifmg  from  his  tri- 
pod in  a  rage,  and  taking  up  his  laft  or 
form,  he  threw  it  with  fuch  force  at  his  an- 
tagonift,  as  made  a  large  cut  on  his  fore- 
head.    '  Now,  (faid  the  Cobler,  exulting) 
after  what  my  form  has  done,  111  anfwer 
for  it,  there  will  be  produced  matter  in 
abundance.'     This  turn  of  wit  raifed  great; 
applaufe  in  the  Houfe,    after  which  the 
Cobler,   the  two  Fryars,  the  Maxo  and 
Maria,  being,  it  feems,  each  provided  with 
a  leather  ftrap  or  thong,   began  beating 
each  other  about  the  flage,  to  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  company,  and  which  is  the 
manner  in  general  in  which  the  Spaniih 
after-pieces  end. 

But,  however  abfurd,  ridiculous  and 
monftrous  thefe  farces  may  be,  it  rauft  he 
remembered  they  are  but  reprefentations 

calculated 
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calculated  to  amufe  the  vulgar,  always  beft 
pleafed  with  whatever  appears  moll  crude, 
incredible  and  gigantic  ;  befides,  even  in 
the  belt  theatrical  representations  there  are 
-too  often  many  circumftances  which  re- 
mind the  fpeftator  they  are  but  pictures  of 
life,  the  abfurdities  whereof  can  never  ftrike 
half  fo  much  furprife,  nor  affect  any  of  the 
other  paffions  near  fo  ftrongly,  as  when  we 
fee  the  fame  things  happen  in  real  life.  A 
fhort  account  of  what  I  have  very  lately 
feen  pafs  here,  under  my  own  eye,  will,  I 
doubt  not,  fupport  the  propriety  of  this 
obfervation. 

Some  thieves  having  lately  broken  Into 
a  country  Church  about  four  leagues  from 
this,  and  rummaging  about  in  the  dark  for 
plate  and  other  plunder  among  the  Altars, 
they  happened  to  overturn  or  break  open  a 
Pix,  which  contained  feveral  confecrated 
wafers,  which  were  found  next  morning 
ftrewed  about  on  the  ground  near  the  Altar, 
and  fome  of  them  were  miffing,  which  was 
reckoned  a  ftill  greater  misfortune.  When 
A  a  3  thefe 
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thefe  circumftances  were  reported  to  the 
Queen,  they  threw  her  into  the  deepeft  af- 
fliction :  fhe  (hut  herfelf  up  and  was  invi- 
fible  for  three  days,   after  which,  fhe  faid 
that  all  the  misfortunes  of  her  late  father's 
reign  and  the  judgments  with  which  God 
had  vifited  him,  fuch  as  earthquakes,  the 
expulfion  of  the  Jefuits,  and  the  war  which 
followed,  were  altogether  nothing,  when 
compared  to  the  grievous  infurt  which  aad 
been  offered  to  the  body  of  our  blelied 
Saviour  himfelf,  and  which  it  became  her 
duty  to  apologize  for,  alter  the  moil  fignal 
manner  poflible  ;  and,  after  holding  a  conr 
fultation  witn  the  graveft  and  moil  ortho- 
dox Divines,  the  whole  Court  were  ordered 
into  deep  mourning  for  nine  days,  at  the 
end  of  which  there  was  a  general  proceffion 
from  one  great  Church  to  another  in  the 
city  at  a  conflderable  diliance,  in  which  the 
Queen  herfelf  and  the  Court  walked  in  cere^- 
ay,  and  which  they  called  the  proceffion 
:    .      Bi/aggravaticii,  and  by  performing 
of  |  ■  hey  ferioufly  think  they  have  ap- 

pealed the  jufily  provoked  wrath  of  the 

Deity, 
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Deity,  who  had  received  fuch  a  grofs  af- 
front by  a  few  wafers  being  thrown  about 
and  loft,  as  if  there  were  any  connexion 
between  the  Almighty  and  Omnipotent 
Creator  of  the  Univerfe,  and  a  wafer. 

What  a  crowd  of  reflexions  does  not  fuch 
flagrant  and  inveterate  folly  prefent  to  the 
confideration  of  every  fenfible  and  ferious 
perfon  ?  Here  we  plainly  fee  into  what  an 
indefinite  train  of  grofs,  ludicrous  and  im- 
pious fituations,  only  this  belief  of  the  real 
prefence  mufl  continually  bring  them :  for 
€ver  led  aftray  by  the  infolent  and  blafphe- 
mous  opinion,  that  the  Deity  refembles  a 
cruel  capricious  tyrant,  they  think  to  ap- 
peafe  every  fuppofed  infult  offered  him, 
as  frightened  cringing  flaves  would  the 
mifplaced  wrath  of  fuch  a  Defpot,  abfurd- 
ly  fuppofmg  him  unable  to  vindicate  his 
own  caufe,  or  thinking  perhaps,  by  flavifh 
and  overweening  humiliations,  to  antici- 
pate the  effefts  of  that  vengeance  he  was 
jufl  about  to  wreak  upon  them.  What 
wretched  notions  of  the  Deity  I     Adieu, 

A  a  4  LET- 
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LETTER     XLII. 


Lifbon,   1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

vJ^UR  .bufinefs  goes  on  apace;  Colonel 
Priolet,  and  efpecially  Lord  Freeman  are 
now  alrnoft  the  whole  day  at  the  Marquis  of 
Pancorvo's  houfe,  fettling  and  adjufting  all 
their  affairs,  and  a  large  houfe  is  engaged 
at  Cintra  for  the  reception  of  the  new  mar- 
ried pairs,  immediately  after  the  ceremony 
is  performed  here  ;  for  by  a  very  prudent 
lav/  no  perfons  of  rank  are  permitted  to 
celebrate  the  occafion  of  their  marriages  in 
the  city,  hut  at  fome  leagues  diftance  from 
it ;  and  this  law  was  ena£led  to  prevent  the 
Nobility  from  ruining  themfelves  by  the 
prodigious  expence  they  were  formerly  at, 

m 
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in  endeavouring  to  outdo  each  other  on  fuch 
occafions,  for  no  people  on  earth  are  fo  fond 
of  exterior  (how  and  parade,  infomuch  that 
they  very  often  got  into  fuch  debt  by  their 
nuptials,  as  they  were  not  able  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  dunnsr  the  reft  of  their 
lives. 

The  marriage  contracts  are  drawn  out 
and  figned ;  and  Lord  Freeman  has  fettled 
five  hundred  pounds  a  year  on  the  Marquis 
and  his  Lady,  or  the  longeft  liver,  and  has 
advanced  him  the  firft  year's  income   in 
hand:  he  has,  either  himfelf,  or  by  Donna 
JLucretia,  made  him   every  other  proffer 
and  demonftratipn  of  friendihip,  attention 
and  refpeft,  fo  that  the  old  fat  Marquis 
is   quite  confounded   and  overcome  with 
fuch  marks  of  difmterefled  generofity.  Lord 
Freeman  infifts  on  every  thing  being  done 
in  the  moil  private  manner  poffible,  for  no 
man  hates  buftle  and  ceremony  more  than 
he  does ;  and  as  for  Donna  Lucretia,  (he 
feems  to  have  no  eyes  nor  ears,  nor  any 
thing  elfe,  but  for  him  :  there  is  fuch  ex- 

preflion 
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preffion  in  every  feature  when  fhe  looks  at 
him,  her  eyes  fliine  with  fuch  uncommon 
luftre,  and  no  woman  could  ever  boaft  of  a 
finer  pair ;  her  teeth  are  fet  in  the  moll 
regular  and  graceful  order,  and  are  of  a 
pearly  dazzling  brightnefs,  and  her  head, 
nobly  elevated  upon  a  neck  of  ivory,  is 
adorned  with  a  length  of  filming  auburn 
hair  ;  and  indeed,  to  do  the  women  of  this 
country  juftice,  there  are  three  very  effen- 
tial  ingredients  of  a  fine  woman,  which 
they  almoft  all  poffefs  in  a  degree  1  have 
feen  no  where  elfe,  thefe  are — fine  eyes,, 
fine  hair,  and  fine  teeth.  But  Donna 
JLucretia  is  undoubtedly  a  paragon  in  mind 
as  wrell  as  perfon ;  what  a  fund  of  good 
fenfe,  accompanied  with  that  enchanting 
air  of  modefty,  meeknefs,  franknefs  and 
good  breeding  mingled  together,  exaftly 
as  they  ought  •  what  richnefs  and  life  in 
the  arrangement  of  her  features,  and  in 
the  fpeaking  glow  of  her  fine  complexion; 
fne  pofiefles  the  perfonal  accomplishments 
of  the  fineft  Portuguefe  Lady,  which  is 

certainly 
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certainly  faying  every  thing,  with  all  their 

life  and  vivacity,  and  this  improved  by  a 

finifhed  education  in  England  ;  in  her  the 

chara&ers  of  the  completer!  Ladies  of  the 

two  nations  are  fweetly  blended  and  met. 

In  fhort,  flic  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  fum  of 

all  that  can  ferve  for  the  grace,  honor  and 

ornament  of  her  fex,  and  in  her  are  aiTem- 

bled  all  thofe  various  perfeftions  which  we 

fo  much  admire  in  other  fine  women,  even 

feparately  and  apart.     You  will  be  apt  to 

believe  I  am  in  love  with  this  Angel,  which 

I  declare  to  you  I  am  not,  tho'I  like  her ;  I 

refpe6t  and  admire  her  infinitely,  and  mould 

be  unhappy  if  I  fawT  her  go  into  the  pofTef- 

fion  perhaps  of  any  man  elfe,  but  my  friend 

Lord  Freeman.   If  I  were  in  love  with  her, 

I  fhould  find  myfelf  tormented  with  the 

fpirit  of  uneafinefs  and   reftlefs  jealoufy, 

and  repining  at  the  good  fortune  of  my 

friend,  nothing  of  which  I  experience  ;  on 

the  contrary,  I  (hall  rejoice  at  feeing  him 

poffeffed  of  the  brighteft  jewel  in  the  fhape 

of  woman  ever  man  was  bleffcd  with. 

Several 
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Several  Portuguefe  Wits  are  already 
preparing  Epithalamiums  for  the  occafion; 
for  here  they  are  the  moft  unmerciful  Poet- 
afters  on  earth;  they  mud  make  verfes  on 
every  occafton,  the  moft  trifling  as  well  as 
the  moft  important,  and  all  in  the  feme 
badftyle,  I  mean,  the  moft  bombaftic,  extra- 
vagant and  gigantic.  But  on  occafion  of  a 
marriage,  or  the  anniverfary  of  a  marriage, 
or  a  birth-day,  the  complimentary  verfes 
are  held  indifpenfable  ;  above  all,  the  do- 
zers are  what  I  reckon  the  moft  ludicrous 
and  extraordinary ;  but  they  are  held  in 
the  greateft  efteem,  and  fome  of  them  are 
extremely  ready,  and  have,  what  I  may 
call,  a  great  knack  at  it.  I  underftand  they 
have  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  in  Italy, 
under  the  name  of  ImprovifatorL 

Here  it  is  after  the  following  manner : 
When  the  company,  which  are  generally 
numerous  on  fuch  occafions,  are  affembled, 
the  Wit  who  intends  to  exhibit,  if  in  con- 
verfation  with  any  Lady,  efpecially  with 
one  he  afFetls  to  admire,  lays  hold  of  any 

fhort 


.. 
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fhort  fetitence  fhe  happens  to  fay  in  dif- 
courfe,  and  repeating  it,  he  calls  out  La 
vay,  which  is  to  advertife  the  company  he 
is  going  to  gloze  that  fentence,  which  I 
may  call  his  text,  and  which  they  diftin- 
guifh  by  the  name  of  Mote  ;  that  is,  he 
mu ft  make  four,  eight,  or  more  verfes  ex- 
tempore, having  reference  to  that  fentence3 
and  containing  mod  frequently  extravagant 
compliments  to  the  Lady,  or  fometimes  to 
the  Bride  or  the  company  prefent.     The 
verfes  mud  be  fo  difpofed  as  to  make  good 
fenfe,  not  only  with  the  mote  or  fentence 
fixed  on ;  but  if  well  executed,  the  whole 
turn  of  the  wit  and  emphafis  of  the  verfes 
mull  fall  upon  that  fentence,  which  muft 
infallibly  be,  and  make  the  laft  line  of  the 
verfes,  and  all  this,  fuddenly  and  off  hand. 
They  often  afk  the  Ladies  to  give  them  a 
mote  or  text,  which  they  muft  gloze  imme- 
diately ;  and  when  this  is  well  performed. 
or  generally  indeed  whether  it  is  or  not, 
the  whole  company  clap  hands  and  re-echo 
from  all  parts,  Bravo  !  Viva  I  Viva !  Bello  ! 

Sublime  ? 
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Sublime !  Excellente !  and  this  is  their 
favourite  entertainment  on  fuch  occafions ; 
for  the  man  who  is  dexterous  at  glozing  in 
this  manner,  is  efteemed  a  firft-rate  genius, 
and  confidered  as  having  reached  the  fum- 
mit  of  Parnaffus ;  even  their  great  Camoens 
did  not  difdain  amufing  himfelf,  and  ex- 
hibiting in  this  way,  and  among  others  he 
made  a  gloze  to  every  letter  of  the  Alpha- 
bet. But  when  a  Lady  performs  in  that  way, 
as  fome  of  them  do  very  prettily,  (and  I 
think  fuch  fallies  of  wit  more  becoming 
the  vivacity  of  the  fex)  (he  is  praifed, 
commended,  put  up  among  the  ftars,  and 
reckoned  the  Nonpareil  of  learning,  wif- 
dom  and  perfeftion. 

We  have  had  what  is  called  here  a 
(Funfao)  Funftion,  a  feaft,  an  entertain- 
ment, a  party  of  pleafure,  in  the  fulleft 
fenfe  of  the  word.  Such  quantities  of 
ancient  plate,  chairs,  tables,  utenfils,  and 
fuch  numbers  of  fervants  borrowed  and 
collefted  from  all  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, at  fuch  an  exorbitant  expence,  for  one 

moment. 
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foment,  while  flarvation  and  penury  mark 
all  the  reft;  fuchan  alliance  of  fplendorand 
wretchednefs  as  the  Marquis  of  Pancorvo 
has  exhibited,  of  poverty  and  vanity,  of 
the  greateft  exterior  difplay  of  pomp  and 
grandeur,  with  the  moil  redundant  want  of 
means  to  fupport  them,  as  are  only  to  be  ex- 
emplified in  the  eeconomy  of  a  Portuguefe 
Nobleman's  family.     Not,  indeed,  that  I 
ought  to  fuppofe  every  family  of  rank  in 
this   country  is   fo  ill  direfted,  as  that  of 
our  friend  the  Marquis,  or  that  there  is  fuck 
an  extremity  of  meannefs  and  wretchednefs; 
in  their  interior  circumftanees,  at  the  fame 
time  I  am  certainly  warranted  to  fay,  that,, 
by  foftening  the  {hades  of  the  (ketch  I  (halL 
give  you  of  that  family,  which  I  have  now 
examined  nearly,  you  will  be  able  to  form 
no  inadequate  idea  of  moft  of  the  others, 
as  to  their  domeftic  government. 

I  am  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  mu- 
tual forbearance  is  the  leading  principle, 
upon  which  the  interior  police  of  moft  fa- 
milies in  Portugal  is  reflated,  and  that 

there 
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there  exifts  a  fort  of  tacit  agreement  among 
the  different  members  who  compofe  them, 
to  indulge  each  other's  inclinations,  as  well 
as  to  bear  with  each  other's  foibles  and  im- 
perfections, with  Chriftian  refignation.  Sub- 
ordination does  not  exift  in  thofe  focieties, 
for  if  fervants  have  only  fenfe  enough  to 
obey  their  mafters  in  fome  trifles,  and  hu- 
mour their  particular  fancies,  they  are  cer- 
tain of  governing  and  difpofing  every  thing 
elfe  as  they  like  beft,  the  mafters  taking 
little  or  no  concern  in  it.  This  is  partly 
owing  to  their  natural  floth  and  indolence, 
and  alfo  to  their  not  knowing,  nor  ever 
having  feen  any  example  of  ceconomy  be- 
fore them  ;  and  hence  more  money  is  fquan- 
dered,  and  more  families  reduced  to  a  ftate 
of  poverty  in  this,  than  perhaps  in  any 
other  country,  owing  purely  to  bad  fer- 
vants. 

I  have  known  men  of  high  fpirit  and 
great  notions  of  punctilio  and  honor,  and 
who  would  be,  perhaps,  the  laft  to  give 
way  in  any  fort  of  competition  with  other 

men 
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men  their  equals  or  fuperiors,  who  at  the 
fame  time  took  pleafure  in  being  at  home, 
and,  in  their  domeftic  regulations,  under 
the  controul  of  a  cajoling  or  domineer- 
ing miftrefs.  To  fuch  men  will  I  in  the 
prefent  inftance  do  the  Portuguefe  Nobi- 
lity the  honor  of  comparing  them,  though 
I  am  fenfible  they  are  far  enough  from 
deferving  fuch  a  favor;  for,  as  well  as  I 
can  learn,  or  have  been  able  to  obferve  of 
their  notions  of  punctilio  or  fpirit,  they  fel- 
dom  appear  any  otherwife  than  by  the  ope- 
rations of  a  fianderous  backbiting  tongue, 
or  a  fharp-pointed  knife.  But  the  ftate  of 
fubjeftion  in  which  many  of  them  live  to 
their  upper  fervants,  and  the  too  great  fa- 
miliarity they  permit  or  invite  all  of  them 
to  ufe,  muft  at  firft  fight  be  obvious,  and 
thefe  muft  be  perfons  poffeffed  of  more 
virtue  than  is  commonly  to  be  found  in 
that  ftation,  if  they  can  refill  fuch  alluring 
temptations  to  be  infolent  and  rapacious 
with  impunity. 

Vol.  II.  B  b  I  have 
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I  have  remarked  to  you  in  a  former  let- 
ter, the  Marquis  of  Pancorvo  was  by  Royal 
authority  in  a  very  circumfcribed  fituation 
in  regard  to  his  finances,  though  not  in  a 
much  worfe  condition  than  many  others  of 
the  Nobility,  whofe  eftates  are  all  grievouf- 
ly  encumbered  by  their  own  imprudence  or 
neglect ;  and  as  it  is  found  next  to  impof- 
fible  to  oblige  them  to  pay  what  they  al- 
ready owe,  fo  this  circumflance  depriving 
them  of  almoft  any  credit,  they  find  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  obtain  money  from 
thofe  few  who  are  able  to  advance  it. 

The  Marquis  would  therefore  have  found 
itvery  hard  to  indulge  his  ruling  pafiion  for 
oftentation  and  mow,  without  the  money 
Lord  Freeman  advanced  him,  a  good  part 
of  which  muft  have  gone  on  this  occafion. 
We  remarked  the  Marquis  was  abfent  from 
the  family  for  fome  days,  as  well  as  the 
two  Gentlemen  in  uniform,  and  the  two 
buffoons,  vvithout  whofe  company  he  ne- 
ver goes  any  where ;  but  the  bufmefs  he 
went  upon  was  kept  a  fecret.     The  family 

were 
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were  governed  by  the  Marchionefs's  Squire, 
who  did  not  feem  to  relifh  our  running 
familiarly   over  every   part  of   the  great 
empty  palace,  as  we  did ;  Donna  Lucretia 
even  introduced  us  into  the  women's  apart- 
ments.    Out  of  twenty    large    chambers 
upon  the  fame  floor,  which  the  houfe  (built 
in  the  form  of  a  cloifler)  confifts  of,  befides 
kitchens,    {tables    and   other  offices,    not 
above  four  or  five  of  them  are  furnifhed ; 
all  the  others  are  in   bare   white   walls, 
brick  or  deal  floors,  and  thefe  laft  eat  into 
holes  by  the  rats.    Donna  Lucretia  s  apart- 
ment is  neatly  furnifhed  in  every  thing  by 
her  own  direction,  and  at  her  own  expence. 
That  of  her  father  and  mother  has  a  large 
bed  in  the  middle,  with  crimfon  damafk 
curtains,  bordered  with  broad  gold  lace  : 
a  magnificent  Chinefe  coverlid,  richly  em- 
broidered both  in  gold  and  filver,    with 
Chinefe  figures,  fome  of  them  not  the  moft 
decent,  was  fpread  over  the  bed ;  the  fheets 
were  edged  with   fine  broad  thread  lace, 
and  the  bed  pillows  were  ornamented  with 
B  b  2  the 
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the  fame;  but  what  was  my  forprifi*,, 
when,  looking  under  the  fheets,  I  (  1 
neither  feather  bed  nor  mattrefs,  L  —.  a 
ftraw  bed  fewed  up  in  eoarfe  canvafs.  The 
dreffing  table  was  loaded  with  large  maffive 
boxes  of  filver,  carved  in  different  fhapes, 
but  fo  exceedingly  dirty,  that  they  certain- 
ly have  not  been  cleaned  thefe  twenty 
years.  There  are  two  rooms  deflined  for 
the  maid  fervants  ;  in  one  of  thefe  fix 
of  the  principal  attendants  fleep,  in  the 
other  about  eight  or  ten,  two  together, 
blacks,  whites  and  mulattoes ;  their  beds 
confift  of  a  woollen  mattrefs  and  a  coverlid* 
fome  have  flieets,  others  not ;  thefe  beds 
are  fpread  out  on  the  floor  when  they  go  to 
fleep,  upon  a  mat  made  of  the  leaf  of  the 
dwarf  palm-tree,  in  which  they  are  rolled 
up  in  the  day-time,  and  flowed  away  in  a 
corner,  or  thrown  into  large  chefts  they 
have  for  the  purpofe.  In  the  principal 
apartment  of  the  women,  I  faw  about  a 
.dozen  low  chairs  ranged  along  one  fide  of 
the   room,   the  feats  of  which  were  not 

above 
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-above  feven  or  eight  inches  high ;  but  even 
thefe  they  very  feldom  make  ufe  of,  pre- 
ferring to  fit  fquat  upon  their  hams,  with 
round  mats  under  them,  adhering  ftriftly 
in  this  refpe£t  to  the  old  Moorifh  cuftoni 
ftill;  and  in  the  fame  manner  they  fit  at 
Church,  when  they  attend  the  fermons  or 
other  ceremonies,  except  the  celebration 
of  Mafs,  when  they  are  always  on  their 
Juiees. 

I  expefted  to  have  feen  more  neatnefs 
and  propriety  in  the  apartment  of  the  two 
Gentlemen  in  Uniform,  who,  I  now  find, 
have  been  born  and  bred  in  the  family. 
When  young  the  Marquis  had  procured 
them  both  Enfigncies  in  the  Army,  and 
one  had  been  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant, continuing  ftill  to  ferve  in  the  fa- 
mily as  ufual ;  but  the  late  Count  la  Lippe, 
when  he  took  the  command  of  the  Army 
here,  had,  it  feems,  the  impertinence  to  in- 
fift  that  the  two  Gentlemen  fhould  attend 
their  duty  in  their  Regiments,  or  quit  the 
fervice,  and  be  put  upon  the  reform ;  they 
B  b  3  very 
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very  prudently  chofe  the  lafl  alternative, 
ftiil  wear  the  uniform,  and  receive  their 
half-pay,  which  is  about  fix  teen  (hillings 
per  month  each.  Their  chamber  was 
large,  as  ufual,  with  white  walls,  along 
which  their  beds  were  ranged,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  two  buffoons ;  they  confifted 
of  ftraw  mattreftes,  with  holes  in  many 
parts,  through  which  the  ftraw  was  vifible, 
a  pillow  of  the  fame  materials,  and  a 
thread-bare  blanket  for  a  coverlid,  with- 
out any  fheets.  Thefe  mattreffes  were 
laid  upon  boards  of  the  fame  length  and 
breadth,  raifed  fix  inches  from  the  brick 
floor.  Another  circumftance  I  here  remark- 
ed, which  wTould  certainly  have  turned  my 
ftorriach,  had  I  not  been  already  fo  well 
inured  to  it  in  almoft  every  Inn  of  this 
country  and  Spain;  this  was,  that  the  white 
wall  at  the  back  of  thefe  Gentlemen's  beds, 
and  indeed  every  where  near  them,  as  far 
as  it  would  feem  they  could  reach,  was 
plentifully  bedaubed  with  t-b — o  fp-t — gs, 
which  it  appeared  they  had  been  as  care- 
ful 
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fill  to  place  in  that  confpicuous  point  of 
view,  as  I  (houid  to  conceal  fuch  an  abo- 
minable nuifance.  The  beds  of  the  two 
buffoons  were  next  the  door,  which  opens 
into  the  Marquis's  bed-chamber,  as  he  often 
calls  them  in  the  night-time,  when  he  is 
reftlefs,  to  amufe  and  lull  him  to  fleep  by 
their  difcourfe,  their  fongs  or  other  mi- 
micry. The  lacqueys  and  the  other  men 
fervants  deep  below,  or  in  the  (tables,  and 
are  known  by  the  denomination  of,  the  fer- 
vants below  flairs. 

Theexpences  of  the  interior  ceconomy  of 
a  Portuguefe  Nobleman's  family  are  cer- 
tainly as  moderate,  as  they  are  exceffive  in 
every  thing  which  regards  exterior  parade 
and  orientation,  numbers  of  livery  fervants, 
carriages,  mules,  led  horfes,  and  in  fhort  eve- 
ry thing  that  can  dazzle  and  impofe  on  the 
fpeftator,  and  give  him  an  exaggerated  no- 
tion of  the  power,  wealth  and  authority  of 
the  mafler.  The  numerous  fervants  are 
iupported  by  rations  of  boiled  meat  and 
B  b  4  rice, 
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rice,  cut  and  divided  into  (hares  on  meat 
days,  and  of  dry  cod-fifh  and  rice  on  fifh 
days  and  others  of  abftinence,  which  return 
frequently,  exclufive  of  the  forty-fix  days 
of  Lent.  Wine  is  feldom  wanted,  and  when 
called  for,  it  is  brought  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  infamous  in  quality,  from  the  nearer! 
tavern ;  but  they  drink  abundance  of  fine 
cold  water,  and  at  night  the  fmalleft  bit  of 
cold  meat  or  a  pilchard,  with  plenty  of  ex- 
cellent lettuce  or  other  fallad,  tempered 
with  oil  and  vinegar,  which  make  the  uni- 
verfal  fauce  for  almoft  every  thing,  and 
good  bread,  (of  which  they  are  great  de- 
vourers,  as  well  as  the  French  andSpaniards) 
ferve  for  fupper.  In  the  morning,  the  chief 
perfons  of  the  family  generally  make  their 
breakfaft  of  chocolate,  and  that  after  hear- 
ing jVlafs  in  the  family  Chapel,  which  I  for- 
got to  tell  you  is  magnificent,  all  fhining 
with  gold,  and  figures  of  winged  Angels, 
in  carving  as  well  as  painting.  The  great 
regale  and  luxury  at  all  hours  is  the  variety 

of 
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of  fweetmeats  they  keep  in  (tore  for  all 
occafions,  and  with  the  chocolate  are,  I 
believe,  the  only  articles  they  do  not  fend 
out  for  to  the  Grocer's  or  the  market,  as 
wanted ;  thefe  fweetmeats  ferve  them  as 
provocatives  to  drink  deep  draughts  of 
water,  which  blows  them  up  furprifmgly, 
infomuch  that  I  have  heard  it  often  re- 
marked at  Madrid,  long  before  I  came  to 
this  place,  that  there  were  in  proportion, 
many  more  fat  people  in  Lifbon,  than  to  be 
found  any  where  elfe,  and  I  never,  indeed, 
faw  fo  many  fat,  purfy,  mif-fhapen  little  per- 
fonages  as  among  the  Nobility  here  ;  but  it 
is  a  pale  unwholefome  fort  of  Church-yard 
fat,  without  animation  or  elaflicity,  inclin- 
ing them  to  a  kind  of  lethargic  torpor,  fo 
that  if  you  prefs  any  part  of  their  leg  or 
arm  with  a  finger,  the  dint  {hall  remain 
there  for  a  confiderable  time,  before  the 
flefh  refumes  its  equality;  this  is  almoft 
entirely  owing  to  their  indolence,  and  not 
taking  bodily  exercife  of  any  kind,  which 
it  would  be  too  much  trouble  for  them  to 

go 
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go  through.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  they 
prefer  their  own  oil,  which  is  ftrong  and 
rancid,  to  the  fine  Florence,  Lucca  or 
French  oils,  which  they  diflike,  becaufe 
they  fay,  they  have  no  tafte. 

To  pafs  now  from  the  defcriptive,  I  muft 
acquaint  you  that  the  fame  evening  the 
Marquis  de  Pancorvo  returned  from  his 
excurfion,  the  purport  of  which  was  ftill  a 
fecret  to  us,  we  received  each  a  flaming 
card  of  invitation  to  dine  with  him  next  day 
at  his  country-houfe  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Tagus,  near  a  village  called  Moita ;  we  were 
requefted  to  be  at  the  water-fide  at  eleven 
next  forenoon,  where  there  would  be  a 
barge  in  waiting  to  receive  us ;  and  though 
we  were  punftual,  we  found  every  thing 
there  ready  and  the  family  embarked,  as 
well  as  a  dozen  other  barges  full  of  Nobili- 
ty, with  dreamers  and  colours  flying,  fcarlet 
or  crimfon  awnings,  furrounded  with  gold 
fringes  and  filk  curtains,  alrnofl  down  to  the 
water's  edge.  The  rowers  and  patron  of 
each  barge  were  drefied  in  particular  uni- 
forms* 
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forms.     Our  barge  was  rowed  by  twenty 
oars,  and  three  men  to  each,  rifing  up  and 
fitting  down  at  every  ftroke  ;  the  whole  fet 
off  in  cadence  at  a  fiimal  given,  each  hav- 
ing  a  band  of  mufic  on  board.     This  alfo 
was  quite  a  new  fcene  to  us,  and  put  me  in 
mind  of  the  old  Queen  of  Egypt  going  to 
meet  Mark  Anthony.     We  had  full  three 
leagues  to  row,  and  our  rowers,  who  were 
flout  men  from  the  province  of  Algarve, 
exerted  all  their  ftrength,  excepting  indeed 
that  the  Marquis's  two  buffoons  kept  them 
and  the  whole  company  in  a  continued  fit 
of  laughter,  with  the  ribaldry  and  jocular 
fcurrility  they  poured  out  upon  them,  and 
were  often  very  well  anfwered  by  the  others, 
nor  did  they  feem  to  regard  the  funbeams, 
now   darting   with   meridian    force  upon 
them  ;  but  the  tide  being  far  from  favour- 
able, it  was  two  o'clock  before  we  arrived 
at  the  fcene  of  aftion.   A  very  large  Quin- 
ta  *  flood  upon  the  beach,  furrounded  with 

*  A  Gentleman's  Country- houfe  or  Villa. 

dwarf 
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dwarf  firs  and  fand-hills.  Dinner  was  al- 
ready ferved  in  the  fecond  Saloon,  into 
which  we  were  ulhered.  The  table  con- 
firmed of  fifty  covers,  with  a  couple  of  fer- 
vants  behind  each  chair.  The  whole  com- 
pany, excepting  Mifs  Welding,  Lord  Free- 
man, Priolet  and  myfelf,  were  Portuguefe 
Nobility,  but  much  fewer  Ladies  than  Gen- 
tlemen. The  entertainment  confided  of 
three  regular  fervices,  and  the  whole  in 
heavy  old  maffive  plate.  Many  of  the  fer- 
vants  were  in  uniform,  many  others  per- 
fectly well  dreffed,  with  fine  lace  ruffles,  and 
the  Collar  and  Crofs  of  the  Order  of  Chrift 
hanging  on  their  breaft.  During  dinner  we 
had  very  fine  pieces  of  David  Perez's  mufic 
well  executed,  and  fome  charming  arias  by 
the  beft  voices  from  the  Patriarchal  Church. 
At  the  Deffert,  to  which  we  removed  into 
the  adjoining  Saloon,  the  fame  mufic  was 
continued.  One  half  of  the  fervants  at- 
tended us  to  the  Deffert,  while  the  other 
and  graver  part  fat  down  to  dinner  at  the 
table  we  left. 

The 
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The  windows  of  the  apartment  where  the 
Deffert  wTas  ferved,  were  numerous,  fpacious 
and  open  to  the  bottom,  fo  that  the  floor 
was  on  a  level  with  the  ground  without, 
on  which  there  now  appeared  a  company 
of  Mafks,  dreffed  as  fhepherds  and  (hep- 
herdeffes,  with  flowers,  garlands,  and  all 
the  other  infignia,  and  dancing  in  a  variety 
of  figures  to  the  mufic  which  accompanied 
them.  When  they  ceafed,  twTo  men  and  as 
many  women  danced  the  Spanifh  Fandango 
with  tafte  and  extremely  well  to  the  guitar, 
with  Caftagnettes,  in  the  midft  of  which, 
and  to  the  time  of  the  mufic,  one  of  the 
men  contrived  to  give  a  wheel  into  the  Sa- 
loon, and  placed  a  Crown  of  Myrtle,  beau- 
tifully interwoven  wTith  flowrers,  and  two 
billing  doves  fufpended  over  it,  upon  Donna 
Lucretia's  head,  while  one  of  the  women 
did  the  fame  to  Lord  Freeman ;  this  feat, 
which  was  in  reality  very  nimbly  perform- 
ed, drew  a  hundred  Viva's  from  the  com- 
pany ;  the  Poets  became  more  and  more 
vociferous  with  their  Motes  and  their  Glo^ 

zas. 
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zas,  and  the  whole  were  diffolved  in  joy 
and  fatisfaQdon.  At  laft,  about  funfet  coffee 
appeared,  neither  did  the  time  feem  long 
to  us,  though  Lord  Freeman  naturally  dif- 
Iikes  fuch  noify  promifcuous  affemblies. 
There  were  no  apartments  wherein  to  fleep 
the  fefta ;  many  indeed  of  the  fat  Nobility 
had  taken  it  comfortably  on  their  chain  in 
the  midft  of  all  the  mufic  and  noife,  but  the 
coffee  roufed  them  all,  and  brought  them 
to  themfelves,  In  about  an -hour  after*  the 
entire  company  were  again  embarked  in 
their  barges  for  Lifbon. 

I  know  nothing  more  delightful  than  to 
be  upon  fmooth  water  by  moonlight,  and 
the  beautiful  Cynthia  rofe  upon  us  in  full 
and  unclouded  fplendor.  The  company 
agreed  the  barges  mould  feparate  to  the 
right  and  left  at  greater  diftances  from  each 
other  as  we  croffed  the  fpacious  Bafon  to 
Lifbon,  the  better  to  enjoy  the  effe&s  of  the 
mufic.  Our  barge  had  taken  the  right  of 
all ;  and  the  tide  coming  full  in  as  we  ap- 
proached the  city,  where  the  current  is  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  rapid,  we  were  carried  a  confider- 
able  way  above  it,  the  flout  Algarve  rowers 
pulling  ftrong  againft  the  tide  to  very  little 
purpofe.  '  I  wiffi  Saint  Anthony  would  fend 
us  a  breeze  from  thofe  hills  to  the  North,  as 
he  often  does/  (faid  one  of  the  rowers  next 
to  where  I  fat  in  the  barge,  who  had  been 
the  mod  fuccefsful  in  returning  the  gibes 
and  fcurrility  of  the  two  buffoons.)  e  Would 
to  God,  our  Lady  made  him  do  fo,  (replied 
feveral  of  the  others)  let  us  pray  a  refpovjio  * 
to  him  ;  which  when  they  had  done,  Blow! 
blow !  Saint  Anthony,  (faid  they  almoft  all 
with  one  voice.) 

Hand  my  Goffip  aft  here  from  the  prow, 
and  I  will  talk  with  him,  (faid  the  facetious 
fellow  near  me,  whofe  name  I  found  was 
Ivo,  and  that  he  wTas  the  eftablifhed  wit  and 
oracle  of  the  whole  crew.)  Upon  this  I 
faw  them  hand  him  a  board  about  two  feet 

*  A  fort  of  prayer  in  bad  Latin  the  Prieits  teach  the  peo  - 
pie  to  mumble  over  to  St.  Anthony,  as  the  particular  Patron 
of  Lifbon,  to  recover  any  thing  they  have  loft,  to  obtain  a 
happy  journey,  a  fair  wind,  &c.  &c. 

long 
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long  and  five  or  fix  inches  broad ;  at  the 
lower  end  was  fixed  a  fmall  box  for  receiv- 
ing alms,  with  a  flit  cut  in  it  for  dropping 
in  the  money,  and  above  it  was  painted  the 
figure  of  the  Saint,  with  the  Child  Jefus  in 
his  arms.  Ivo  fet  the  Saint  down  before  him, 
the  rowers  tugged  away,  and  we  offered 
them  wine  which  they  refufed,  but  drank 
plenty  of  water  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  in  kegs.  Ivo  addrefling  himfelf 
to  St.  Anthony,  faid  thus,  "  You  know, 
Goffip,  (for  it  feems  he  is  Godfather  to  one 
of  Ivo's  children)  I  am  already  acquainted 
with  your  tricks,  and  that  I  have  had  too 
much  reafon  on  fonie  occafions,  to  call  you 
mulifli  and  obftmate  ;  but  I  defire  and 
expeft  you  will  not  expofe  us  now,  efpe- 
cially  before  thefe  Englishmen,  by  your 
wrongheadednefs  ;  for  only  confider  what 
the  watermen  of  London  will  think  of  you, 
when  thefe  Gentlemen  fhall  tell  them,  that 
when  we  afked  you  only  for  a  fmall  puff  of 
wind  to  carry  us  to  your  own  city,  you  had 
the  fliabbinefs  and  illnature  to  refufe  it  us?' 

After 
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After  more  ribaldry  with  the  buffoons,  at 
which  the  old  Marquis  laughed  heartily,  Ivo 
took  up  the  board  and  {haking  it,  found  the 
alms-box  was  empty.  Oh  !  now  I  under- 
ftand  him,  (exclaimed  Ivo)  now  I  know  die 
reafon  we  cannot  get  a  wind,  my  Goffip  will 
do  nothing,  not  even  for  our  Lady  herfelf 
without  an  alms !  Do,  pafshim  about  among 
the  noble  company  of  Fidalgos,  and  let  every 
one  give  him  an  alms ;  as  foon  as  my  Goffip 
hears  the  money  tinkling  in  his  box,  I  know 
we  fhall  have  a  wind  dire&ly.  After  the 
alms  were  collected,  Ivo  fet  the  Saint  again- 
down  before  him.  By  and  by,  as  I  was  become 
familiar  with  Ivo,  Iafked  him  where  was  the 
wind  he  had  been  fo  long  promifing  us  ?  He 
aiTured  me  it  would  come,  for  that,  though 
his  Goffip  was  fometimes  flow,  yet  he  never 
failed  him.  Soon  after  this,  fome  others  of 
the  rowers  faid  St.  Anthony  was  a  block- 
head and  a  coxcomb,  and  did  not  care  a 
ftraw  for  what  Ivo  faid  to  him,  *  Do  you 
hear,  Goffip,  (faid  Ivo)  what  my  comrades 
are  faying  of  you?  though  they  fpeak  truth, 
Vol.  II.  C  c  and 
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and  you  richly  deferve  it  all.5  As  it  ftill 
continued  calm,  Ivo  began  to  call  St.  An- 
thony all  the  bad  names  he  could  think  of, 
told  him  if  a  ducking  was  all  he  wanted  to 
make  him  do  his  duty,  he  fhould  foon  have 
his  bellyful  of  fait  water  ;  he  called  him  a 
fool,  a  flug-a-bed,  a  drunkard,  a  thief,  a 
cuckold,  a  (cabrao)  pimp  of  his  own  wife, 
and  told  him  he  would  break  his  horns  for 
him,  if  he  did  not  look  better  to  his  bunnefs. 
Our  men  pulled  away  for  near  an  hour 
longer  without  any  fign  of  wind ;  at  laft  Ivo, 
making  the  two  men  with  him  lay  upon 
their  oar,  ftarted  up  in  a  violent  paffion, 
drew  his  fharp -pointed  knife,  and  prefent- 
ing  it  to  the  face  of  the  painting  of  St.  An- 
thony, faid  to  him  thefe  words,  e  Ah  filho  de 
puta!  fe  nao  foffe  pelo  refpeito  daquelle  fil- 
ho baftardo  que  terns  nos  bra^os,  enxia-te 
effa  caranca  de  facadas.'    In  literal  Engliih 

it  is  thus,  '■  You  fon  of  a  w ,  if  it  were 

not  for  the  refpefl:  I  have  for  that  baftard 
fon  you  have  in  your  arms,  I  would  fill  that 
ugly  face  of  yours  with  ftabs  of  my  knife.' 

Soon 
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Soon  after  this  we  came  nearly  oppofite 
to  a  fort  of  valley  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
city,  from  whence  we  had  a  breeze.  e  Ah ! 
you  will  confent  then  after  all,  you  old 
cuckold,  (faid  Ivo  {till  in  great  wrath  with 
his  GofTip)  after  we  have  almoft  broken  the 
bones  of  our  arms  with  rowing,  you  come 
with  your  fnivelling  wind,  wdien  we  do  not 
want  your  afliftance  ;  but  remember,  friend, 
I  tell  you  before  all  this  noble  company,  if 
you  are  not  more  trainable  and  ready  in 
future,  I  will  ftrike  my  name  out  of  your 
brotherhood  and  fociety,  I  will  never  give 
you  a  farthing,  nor  colleft  any  more  alms, 
nor  make  more  feafts  for  you,  or  take  any 
more  notice  of  you,  than  I  wTould  of  the 
meaneft  Saint  in  the  Calendar. 

At  laft  we  reached  the  quays  of  Santarem 
in  Lifbon,  where  all  the  reft  of  the  company 
had 'arrived  before  us;  and  we  got  home 
about  eleven  o'clock,  ftrangely  amufed  with 
the  odd  variety  of  this  day's  entertainment, 
which  muft  have  coft  the  Marquis  of  Pan- 
corvo  a  good  part  of  the  500I.  Lord  Free- 
man advanced  him.     Adieu. 
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Lifbon,   17790- 

Dear  Brother, 

X  HE  moment  after  doling  my  laft  to* 
you,  I  received  two  of  your  letters  of  very 
different  dates,  and  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs* 
where  the  firft  could  have  lain  fo  long,  as 
the  packets  come  here  pretty  regularly 
from  Falmouth,  notwithstanding  the  war. 
It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  anfwer  the  tenth 
part  of  your  queftions  at  prefent,  as  this 
is  the  laft  letter  but  one  I  fhall  write  you 
from  hence. 

I  thought  I  had  given  you  a  good  {hare 
of  information  concerning  this  country,  but 
from  the  contents  of  your  laft  they  feem 
rather  to  have  awaked,  than  fatisfied  your 
curiofity.  There  is  no  doubt  but  I  could 
fumilh  you  as  you  require,  with  a  pretty 

accurate 
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accurate  hiftory  of  the  Inquifition  in  this 
kingdom,  as  well  as  an  abridged  view  of  its 
hiftory  fince  it  became  an  independent 
ftate,  together  with  an  account  of  the  pof- 
feffions  the  Portuguefe  ftill  hold  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  Africa  and  South  America,  and  of 
the  progrefs  of  learning  here,  which  may 
be  very  foon  difcuffed ;  that  of  their  miracles, 
faints  and  martyrs ;  of  the  Jews  and  Moors 
in  this  country,  with  their  expulfions  from 
it*:  I  could  give  you  the  account  you  fo 
muchwifh  for  of  the  Myftical  City  of  God, 
and  fome  other  myftical  and  theological 
books,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  fur- 
prife  you ;  all  which,  as  well  as  feveral 
other  particulars  you  mention,  I  think  I 
could  abbreviate,  fo  as  to  render  them 
much  more  -entertaining,  without  lofing 
one  article  worth  preferring,  and  fo  reduce 
to  a  very  limited  and  convenient  compafs 
what  is  there  drawn  out  through  numberlefs 
volumes  of  the  mod  extravagant  fuftian 
and  bombaft,  filled  with  miracles,  hyper- 
bole and  emptinefs !  But  this  is  not  the  time 
C  c  3  for 
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for  indulging  your  curiofity,  fo  far  as  I 
hope  I  (hall  be  able  to  do  when  fixed  in  the 
Sabine  farm  in  the  province  of  Connaught, 
for  you  may  be  well  aflured,  I  come  not 
unprovided  with  materials  ;  befides  many 
ufeful  notes  and  memorandums  I  have 
taken  on  all  occafions,  I  bring  with  me  a 
good  ftoreof  Portuguefeand  Spanifh  books, 
particularly  hiftorical ;  and  what  is  bell  of 
all,  my  worthy  friend  Priolet,  whom  I 
fhall  be  always  able  to  confult,  is  a  living 
Dictionary  in  whatever  relates  to  the  moft 
thorough  acquaintance  with  this  country. 
Two  days  ago  I  accompanied  Lord 
Freeman  and  the  beautiful  blooming  Donna 
Lucretia  to  the  altar,  and  faw  them  re- 
ceive the  nuptial  benedifiion ;  and  on  the 
fame  day  did  I  attend  Mr.  Priolet  with  thp 
refpeftable  and  excellent  Mifs  Welding  to 
the  Britifh  Envoy's  Chapel,  where  Doftor 
Allen  married  them  with  much  the  fam£ 
ceremony :  and  I  am  certain  there  never 
offered,  nor  moft  probably  will  there  ever 
offer  again,  an  opportunity  like  the  prefent, 

for. 
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for  pronouncing  thefe  two  marriages  the 
triumph  of  love,  reafon  and  philofophy, 
all  mixed  and  blended  in  fuch  a  delightful 
conteft  for  fuperiority,  that  it  were  impof- 
fible  to  decide  to  which  fide  the  fcale  in- 
clines. Never,  I  believe,  did  four  perfons 
meet  more  amply  provided  with  fenfations 
capable  of  relifhing,  in  a  more  extenfive 
degree,  the  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  good, 
fair  and  praife-worthy  under  the  Sun. 
Love  alone  is  but  a  cloying  naufeous  ban- 
quet— but  when  thus  fweetlv  attempered 
with  all  the  blaudifhrnents  of  Iriendmip, 
real  and  extenfive  knowledge,  found  good 
fenfe,  fprightly  ideas,  pure  good  health, 
and  the  heart- felt  approbation  of  an  unful- 
lied  confcience,  oh !  what  a  feaft  for  the 
lover,  the  friend,  and  the  lively,  agreeable 
companion,  comprehending  furely  every 
thing  really  valuable  of  fublunary  enjoy- 
ment and  happinefs,  and  extending  the 
enraptured  profpeft  ftill  farther  to  future 
realms  of  ineffable  delight  ! 

C  c  4  But 
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But  while  my  amiable  friends  are  enjoys 
ing  themfelves  at  Cintra,  whither  they  im- 
mediately went  after  the  ceremony,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  remitting  you  fome 
general  obfervations  on  the  late  fituation  of 
this  country,  anfwering  your  queflion  con- 
cerning the  predicament  it  Hands  in  with 
regard  to  Spain,  and  fubjoining  other  re- 
marks, which  might  have  efcaped  me 
when  occupied  in  the  hiftorical  defcriptions 
of  former  letters,  This  goes  by  the  packet 
which  fails  to-morrow,  and  we  embark  in 
that  which  leaves  this  in  the  courfe  of  next 
week  ;  but  you  will  receive  this  long  enough 
before  we  reach  London,  as  we  fhall  be 
in  no  hurry  on  the  road  from  Falmouth 
to  the  capital,  and  fhall  moll  likely  take 
Bath  and  Briftol  in  our  way,  you  will 
therefore  have  time  to  meditate  on  and  di- 
geft  what  I  fhall  offer  for  your  confidera- 
tion  below. 

This  little  country  prefents  a  ftriking  in- 
ftance  of  how  far  the  human  mind  and 
character  may  be  depraved  and  corrupted, 
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by  the  baneful  influence  of  a  domineering 
and  fiftitious  mode  of  worfhip,  which  has 
entirely  banifhed  and  fuppreffed  every  fen- 
timent  of  virtue,  or  almoft  any  attempt 
towards  the  goodnefs  of  a  moral  a&ion, 
which  (to  ufe  fuch  an  expreffion)  can  with 
difficulty  be  committed  here  without  being 
cenfured  by  the  aftive  and  dangerous  fpies 
and  minifters  of  a  jealous  and  worthlefs  re- 
ligion.    Here  the  praftice  and  exercife  of 
thofe  fentiments  of  piety,  gratitude,  gene- 
rofity,  benevolence,  and  univerfal  charity, 
which  I  am  perfuaded  would  often  arife 
naturally  in  the  breafts  of  moft  men,    if 
only  left  to  themfelves,  are  diverted,  and 
another  and  moft  pernicious  direftion  is  gi- 
ven to  their  effefts.     The  ardour  of  the 
pious  and  devout  is  direfted  to  adore  at  the 
fhrine  of  the  Saint  in  the  neighbourhood, 
moft  famous  for  having  performed  fome 
wretched  miracle,  too  ridiculous  to  detain 
the  attention  even  of  an  old  woman  or  an 
infant,  and  it  is  here  alfo  where  Generofity 
and  Gratitude  are  taught  to  leave  their 

prefents 
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prefents  and  make  their  offerings.  The 
fell  and  great  object  of  charity  all  over  this 
country  and  Spain,  is  the  relieving  of  the 
fouls  in  Purgatory 3  by  lavifhing  money  on 
Churches  and  Convents,  for  Maffes  to  be 
£aid  on  that  account ;  and  fuch  an  influence 
has  the  belief  of  that  ideal  place  of  torment, 
that  it  will  fqueeze  hard  cafh  from  between 
the  fingers  of  many  a  mifer,  when  no  other 
confideration  could  have  produced  that 
effeft  ;  nay,  fo  depraved  are  the  under- 
{landings  of  the  beft  intentioned  people,  by 
the  perverfe  leffons  of  their  fpiritual  di- 
rectors, that  their  charitable  donations  to 
perfons  in  diftrefs,  are  unaccompanied  with 
thofe  liberal  and  difinterefted  motives  of 
relieving  the  neceffitous  and  comforting  the 
afflicled,  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  the 
befl  flimulatives  to  fuch  affions,  and  are 
divefted  of  their  principal  merit,  by  being 
bellowed  from  felfifh  and  perfonal  confide- 
rations :  for  as  the  interceffions  of  others, 
efpecially  of  perfons  who  have  once  addrefs 
enough  to  be  looked  on  by  the  multitude 

as 
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as  of  extraordinary  fan&ity,  are  reckoned 
of  the  greateft  avail,  fo  wherever  fuch  a 
perfon  or  perfons  appear,  they  are  frequent-* 
ed  by  all  the  people  round,  whofe  con- 
feiences  accufe  them  of  any  deadly  vices  or 
irregularities,  who  load  fuch  devotees  with 
alms  and  charitable  gifts,  charging  them 
at  the  fame  time  to  intercede  earneftly  in 
their  favor  with  the  Virgin,  or  with  their 
particular  Saint  or  Angel,  and  the  prayers 
of  fuch  perfons  are  efleemed  by  all  as  of 
the  moft  falutary  effect :  Even  in  many 
forms  of  private  prayers  which  the  grave 
direfting  Fryars  prefcribe  for  the  ufe  of 
their  penitents,  thefe  are  taught  to  rep  re - 
fent  to  their  Saint,  or  to  the  Divinity,  (if 
they  addrefs  him,  which  feldom  happens) 
their  own  good  works,  the  charities  they 
have  done,  or  the  ficknefs,  diforders  and 
arfli&ions  they  have  fuffered,  and  to  re- 
queft  that,  in  confideration  of  thefe,  fo 
much  may  be  difcounted  from  the  degree 
of  punifhment  their  fins  may  be  found  to 
deferve,    eftablifhing,    by   this  means,    a 

fort 
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fort  of  account  current  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor, between  themfelves  and  the  Almighty,, 
or  his  Agents.  And  fo  univerfal  is  this  no- 
tion among  the  people,  that  when  they  give 
charity  to  a  common  beggar  in  the  ftreets, 
they  charge  that  beggar  to  pray  for  them, 
that  fuch  charity  may  be  admitted  in  dis- 
count of  their  tranfgreffions,  and  which 
you  may  believe  the  beggar  faithfully  en- 
gages to  do. 

Thus,  by  the  illiberal  and  jnoxious  prin- 
ciples of  the  religion  eftablifhed  in  this 
peninfula,  the  divine  fpirit  of  godlike  cha- 
rity itfelf  is  ftripped  of  its  brighteft  orna- 
ment ;  I  mean,  the  folacing  and  delightful 
confideration  of  relieving  the  diftreffed  part 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  of  embracing 
all  our  brethren  of  mankind  in  the  arms 
of  friendfhip  and  affeftion,  without  the 
fmalleft  regard  to  the  mean  and  degrading 
notions  of  felf-interefted  motives  or  inten- 
tions. 

With  regard  to  the  prefent  political 
fituatioxl  of  this  country,  I  certainly  fhould 

not 
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not  have  been  in  any  condition  to  fatisfy 
your  curiofity  upon  fuch  an  effential  ar- 
ticle, had  I  not  been  greatly  affifted  by  the 
converfation  of  fome  well-informed  perfons 
of  this  place,  whofe  company  I  have  made 
it  my  bufmefs  to  frequent,  and  by  the  im- 
portant and  fatisfaftory  information  I  have 
received  from  Colonel  Priolet,  who  is 
unquestionably  well  acquainted  with  the 
ftrength,  the  weaknefs  and  refources  of 
this  Government.  But  I  muft  previoufly 
obferve  to  you,  it  will  be  impoffible  to 
talk  to  you  of  the  civil  or  political  date 
of  this  people,  without  being  unfortunate- 
ly obliged  to  bring  their  religion  almofl 
every  moment  alfo  in  queftion,  the  two 
being  fo  infeparably  interwoven  in  the 
whole  fabric  and  contexture  of  the  Go- 
vernment, or  to  fpeak  ftill  more  truly,  the 
Civil  Power  afling  only  in  fubordination 
and  according  to  the  impulfes  it  receives 
from  the  Religious. 

The  nature  of  this  Government  may  be 
fairly  pronounced  the  moft  defpotic  of  any 

kingdom 
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kingdom  in  Europe ;  and  I  believe  I  havd 
hinted  to  you  in  former  epiftles,  that  th£ 
eftablifhed  law  is  generally  a  dead  letter, 
excepting  where  its  decrees  are  carried  into* 
execution  by  the  fupplementary  mandates 
of  the  Sovereign,  which  are  generally  em- 
ployed in  defeating  the  purpofes  of  fafety 
and  protection,  which  law  is  calculated  to 
extend  equally  over  all  the  fubj eels* 

Confidering  the  incredible  degree  of 
ignorance  in  which  the  Sovereign  Princes 
of  Portugal  have  been  educated,  at  leaft 
ever  fmce  the  ra(h  and  unfortunate 
King  Sebaftian,  confidering  the  lingu- 
lar degree  of  imbecility,  and  want  of 
talents,  which  have  fo  remarkably 
diftinguimed  the  reigning  family  of  Bra- 
ganca,  from  the  firft  King  Don  John 
the  Fourth,  (who  would  not  have  dared  to 
accept  the  Crown  his  people  held  out  to 
him,  had  not  his  wife,  a  high  ~  fpirited 
Spaniard,  urged  him  on  to  that  a£l  of  re- 
bellion againft  her  native  country)  to  the 
prefent  moment,  in  which  any  hopes  of 
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bettering  their  fituation,  by  a  favourable 
profpect  of  the  future,  are  fadly  precluded, 
by  the  difpofitions  of  the  Heir  Apparent, 
the  prefent  Prince  of  the  Brazils,  not  to 
fay  a  word  of  the  two  Royal  Perfonages 
who  actually  fill  the  throne,  and  with  the 
utmoft  defpotifm  reign  over,  and  have 
three  millions  of  people  fubmit  to  their 
weak  government. 

I  will  take  it  upon  me  roundly  to  affirm, 
that  no  caufe  purely  of  this  world,  could 
have  ever  been  able  to  produce  fuch  a  mon- 
ftrous  effect,  and  that  it  became  neceffary 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  terrors  of  the  next, 
in  order  to  rivet  the  chains  of  defpotifm 
and  abfolute  power. 

Injiich  a  fituation  of  Prince  and  people, 
how  happy  were  it  for  this  nation,  were 
there  to  be  found  in  it  a  certain  rank  of  ci- 
tizens, privileged  by  their  profeffion,  and  re- 
fpectable  to  the  Defpot  himfelf,  who  fhould 
intercede  in  behalf  of  their  oppreffed  fellow- 
fubjects,  who  fhould,  on  the  part  of  Heaven, 
reprimand  his  infolence,  and  ftipulate  with 

him 


466  SKETCHES    OF 

him  for  the  injured  rights  of  mankind  ? 
Such  a  noble  and  godlike  employment  ap^ 
pears  to  belong  particularly  to  that  profef- 
fion  of  men,  who  here  fo  infolently  give 
themfelves  out  as  the  depofitaries  of  the 
divine  Oracles,  and  the  difpenfers  of  the 
precepts  of  a  juft  and  terrible  God.    How 
would  fuch  men  be  adored  by  their  coun- 
trymen, fo  much  prejudiced  in  their  favor, 
even  as  things  now  ftand,  were  they  but  to 
ferve  them  as  a  (hield  and  fafeguard  againft 
the  tyranny  and  oppreffion  of  the  Prince  ? 
What  real  and  voluntary  refpefl:  would  they 
not  have  foon  acquired,  if,  inftead  of  feed- 
ing their  audiences  with  froth,  ufelefs  reve- 
ries, dreams,  and  the  unavailing  repetition 
of  fenfelefs  and  impoffible  miracles,  their 
numerous  preachers  were  vigoroufly  to  in- 
fill from  the  pulpit  upon  the  beauty  and 
neceffity  of  charity,  humanity,  equity  and 
juftice,  and  if  they  were  to  fecond  and 
fupport  the  rights  of  mankind  by  the  man- 
dates of  Heaven,  from  whence  they  pretend 
to  derive  fuch  unlimited  authority?  then  no 

man 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.    4ci 

riian  would  ever  think  of  reproaching  them 
with  the  exorbitancy  of  their  power,  their 
prerogatives,  or  riches,  were  they  to  make 
ufe  of  them  for  the  good  of  fociety,  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  retraining  the  paffions  of 
thofe  mercilefs  tyrants,  which  no  power 
on  earth  has  yet  been  able  to  keep  within 
bounds :  even  the  philofopherhimfelf  might 
be  induced  to  forgive  them  their  dreams, 
their  fables,  and  the  falfehood  of  their  dog- 
mas, did  they  but  make  ufe  of  them  to  ter- 
rify into  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  thofe  Princes, 
whom  ignorance,  joined  to  the  uncurbed 
force  of  all  the  noxious  paffions,  keeps  with 
regard  to  the  knowledge  of  good  govern- 
ment in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  infancy. 

But  the  uniform  experience  of  all  na- 
tions is  more  than  fufficient  to  convince 
the  greateft  fceptic  that  fuch  was  never  the 
difpofition  of  the  Priefthood,  and  that  the 
Church  has  always  found  it  the  fhortefl  and 
eafieft  road  to  riches,  powrer  and  independ- 
ence, by  flattering  the  vices  of  the  tyrant 

Vol.  II,  D  d  of 
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of  the  day  or  place,  by  joining  the  fpiritual 
to  the  temporal  power,  and  by  trampling 
thus  united  upon  the  rights  of  the  people, 
fo  that  the  interefts  of  defpifed  humanity 
have  been  bafely  facrificed  to  the  unbounded 
avarice  and  ambition  of  civil  and  ecclefiaf- 
tical  tyranny. 

Such  is  the  exaft  fituation  of  this  country 
at  prefent,  if  we  add  to  it  the  fupport  of  the 
meaneft  and  moll  rampant  race  of  Nobility 
that  ever  difgraced  a  Court,  all  concurring 
to  the  fame  end — the  oppreflion  of  the  fub- 
jeft  and  the  elevation  of  the  tyrant. 

The  poverty  of  the  whole  Nobility  of  this 
country  can  only  be  equalled  by  the  mean- 
nefs  and  pufillanimity  of  their  difpolitions, 
and  the  narrownefs  of  their  underftandings, 
very  unlike  our  Spanifh  Hidalgos  in  this,  as 
in  moft  other  refpefts ;  where  you  fhall  find 
in  many  of  the  provinces  feveral  of  the  No- 
bility, who  live  like  independent  Gentlemen 
upon  their  own  eflates  in  the  country,  or  in 
the  capital  of  their  province,  appearing  very 
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feldom  at  Court,  whereas  here  their  whole 
employment  is  fneaking  and  cringing  about 
Court,  foliciting  fome  favor  either  for  them- 
felves  or  their  numerous  needy  dependents. 
No  Nobleman  here  dare  quit  his  native 
country,  not  for  a  night,  much  lefs  to  travel 
abroad,  without  the  exprefs  leave  of  the 
Prince,  which  it  has  been  always  found  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  obtain ;  nor  on  the  de- 
ceafe  of  any  Duke,  Marquis,  or  Count,  can 
the  fon  and  heir  affume  his  father's  title, 
without  firft  obtaining  a  new  grace  and 
grant  of  it  from  the  Sovereign.  It  will, 
therefore,  readily  appear  how  much  fuch  a 
fet  of  Nobility,  fo  totally  dependent,  for 
their  very  exiftence  as  fuch,  on  the  nod  of 
the  Prince,  will  be  difpofed  to  (land  by  and 
fupport  him  in  all  his  meafures,  however 
iniquitous,  and  confequently,  with  what 
impunity  fuch  a  re-union  of  ecclefiaftical, 
civil  and  military  power  may  abufe,  iiifult 
and  tread  upon  the  far  more  numerous  and 
deferving  part  of  the  nation. 

D  d  2  There 
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There  is  one  circumftanee  I  raufl  earneft- 
ly  caution  you  againft,  as  I  fee  by  the  many 
pamphlets  publifhed  in  London,  on  that  fide 
of  the  queftion,and  carefully  difperfed  here, 
the  public  ear  in  England  has  been,  and  ftill 
continues  to  be  grofsly  abufed  and  impofed 
on.  Would  you  believ^  it,  that  even 
this  Court  finds  wretched  hirelings  in 
London  and  other  parts  of  the  Britifh  do- 
minions, who  write  in  its  defence,  and  at- 
tempt to  palliate  its  infolence  and  oppreffion, 
by  a  thoufand  mifreprefentations,  falfehoods 
and  abfurdities,  which  are  readily  adopted 
and  believed  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland, 
merely  from  want  of  better  information  of 
the  nature  of  this  Government  and  ftate  of 
the  country?  and  anEnglifhmanwill  be  apt 
to  fuppofe,  that  both  have  at  leaft  fome  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  his  own ;  but  how 
egregioufly  will  he  find  himfelf  miflaken, 
when,  according  to  truth,  he  is  informed, 
that  the  whole  people  have  no  more  (hare 
in  the  direQion  of  Government,  in  enafting 

of 
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of  laws,  and  in  the  regulating  of  agriculture 
and  commerce,  than  they  have  in  that  of 
Ruflia  or  China?  that  the  far  greater  part 
of  them  pofitively  knows  nothing  of  what- 
ever is  done  in  that  refpeft?  that  every  man 
has  no  other  alternative  but  to  yield  a  blind 
and  ready  obedience,  in  whatever  concerns 
himfelf,  to  the  decrees  and  laws  of  the  De- 
fpot,  as  promulgated  from  time  to  time  by 
his  Secretaries  of  State  ?  HowT  would  an 
Englishman  or  an  Irifhman,  alive  to  all  the 
feelings  of  civil  liberty,  tremble  at  reading 
the  preamble  of  every  new  law  publimed 
here  ?  and  which  runs  thus,  f  I  the  King, 
in  virtue  of  my  own  certain  knowledge,  of 
my  Royal  will  and  pleafure,  and  of  my  full, 
fupreme  and  arbitrary  power,  which  I  hold 
only  of  God,  and  for  which  I  am  accountable 
to  no  man  on  earth,  I  do  in  confequence  or- 
der  and  command,  &c.  &c!  With  regard 
to  agriculture,  how  will  he  be  furprifed 
when  told,  that  in  this  country  there  is  one 
province  alone  capable  of  producing  dou- 
ble the  quantity  of  wheat  neceflary  to  fup- 
D  d  3  ply 


4c6  SKETCHES    OF 

ply  the  whole  nation  yearly,  and  yet,  that 
at  prefent,  all  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom, 
together,  do  not  produce  the  half  of  what 
is  requifite  for  a  years  fubfiflence ;  and  that 
without  the  abundant  fupplies  of  wheat,  rice 
and  fait  fifh  imported  yearly,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  moft  fertile  part  of  Europe  mull  lite- 
rally ftarve,  for  want  of  fomething  tp  eat  ? 
that  fo  far  are  they  from  being  overcharged 
with  taxes,  as  in  a  commercial  country  like 
England,  there  are,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  no  taxes  here — for  an  excellent  reafon, 
becaufe  the  people  have  no  money  where- 
withal to  pay  them  ?  that  the  trade  is  either 
in  the  hands  of  Foreigners,  of  the  Crown, 
or  of  a  few  monopolizing  companies,  who 
purchafe  from  the  Prince,  at  exorbitant 
rates,  the  noxious  privilege  of  preventing 
the  benefits  of  commerce  from  flowing  as 
nearly  as  poffible  in  an  equality,  through  all 
the  members  of  the  community?  and  finally, 
that  without  the  gold,  which  numbers  of 
condemned  and  unfortunate  wretches  are 
continually  tearing  from  the  bowels  of  the 

earthy 
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earth,  and  remitting  from  the  New  World 
to  the  Old,  it  would  be  utterly  impoffible  for 
Portugal  to  fubfifl  for  fix  months  as  a  fepa- 
rate  and  independent  ftate  ? 

If  there  be  any  dependence  to  be  placed 
on  what  I  have  obferved  in  this  country,  and 
any  truth  in  any  of  all  the  hiftories  I  have 
read  of  England,  when  groaning  under  the 
yoke  of  Papal  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  this 
nation  exhibits  nearly  the  fame  appearance 
now,  which  England  muft  have  done  then. 
The  beautiful  province  of  old  Luzitania 
liesproftrate  in  the  filence  of  oppreffion  and 
death,  under  the  feet  of  pampered  Priefts 
and  a  few  worthlefs  and  unprincipled  Statef- 
men  ;  the  fpirits  of  men  are  entirely  broken 
and  baflardized,  particularly  fince  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  the  prefent  Royal  family,  which 
was  very  far  from  being  the  cafe  before  the 
ruinous  fixty  years  of  the  Spanifh  captivity. 
Every  order  of  citizens,  if  we  except  the 
Church  and  the.  Court,  groans  under  a  va- 
riety of  infolence  and  oppreffion,  and  the 
JPriefts,  one  and  all,  gravely  affure  the  un- 
D  d  4  fortunate 
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fortunate  and  deluded  people,  that  it  is  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty,  which,  for  their  finp 
and  trial  of  their  Chriftian  patience,  fends 
them  thofe  chaflifements  and  fufferings, 
which,  in  fa&,  the  Priefts  themfelves  are  the 
moil  aftive  in  bringing  upon  them ;  and 
thus  the  nation,  confounded  and  de- 
ceived by  the  crafty  mifreprefentations 
of  interefted  knaves,  overlooks  or  miftakes 
the  real  and  evident  caufes  of  its  own  mis- 
fortunes.  Judge  then  what  foundation  the 
pamphleteering  champions  on  your  fide  of 
the  water  muft  have  for  afferting,  that  the 
Portuguefe  have  now  formed  the  proper 
ideas  of  liberty,  that  they  have  opened  their 
eyes,  and  are  no  more  led  blindfold  by  their 
Priefts,  as  formerly.     Good  night. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XLIV. 

Lifbon,  1779* 

Dear  Brother, 

X  MUST  requeft  you  to  obferve,that  it  is  in 
cpnfequence  of  your  own  defire,as  expreffed 
to  me  by  your  laft  letter,  that  I  have  limited 
my  general  obfervations  to  this  little  king- 
dom, without  touching  but  by  accident  on 
the  ftate  of  Spain,  with  which  I  have  a  more 
intimate  perfonal  acquaintance.  I  am  fen- 
fible  indeed,  that  it  is  very  natural  for  a  man 
like  you,  fixed  in  a  commercial  line,  in  the 
capital  of  theBritifh  empire,  between  which 
and  Portugal  there  has  fo  long  exifted  a 
trade  fo  lucrative  to  the  former,  to  be  in- 
quifitive  concerning  the  paft  and  prefent 
ftate  of  the  latter  country. 

In  anfwer  to  your  query  concerning  the 
ilate  of  Portugal  continuing  to  fubfift  as  an 

independent 
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independent  kingdom,  or  returning  to  the 
pofleffion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  as  appears 
molt  natural,  I  am  not  a  little  afraid  fuch  a 
difcuffion  would  carry  me  beyond  my  depth 
in  politics,  and  that  I  fhould  not  be  able  to 
give  you  the  necefTaryfatisfaftioji  on  a  point 
involving  fo  many  different  coniiderations. 
The  ftate  of  the  great  peninfula  of  Spain,  at 
the  time  the  province  of  Luzkania  affumed 
the  figure  of  a  feparate  kingdom,  fully  ac- 
counts for  the  facility  with  which  that  event 
was  brought  about ;  but  if  you  were  to  be- 
lieve only  half  of  what  the  graveft  and  mod 
claffical  of  the  Poi  tuguefe  hiflorians  affert, 
nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  was  neceffary  to 
eflablifh  fuch  an  empire  as  is  only  to  end 
with  the  world  itfelf.  Like  the  cruel  and 
wicked  Emperor  Conftantine  the  Great, 
their  firfl  King  Affon^o  Henriques,  at  the 
battle  of  Ourique,  where  he  deftroyed  fo 
many  myriads  of  Moors,  had  alfo  the  La- 
barum  or  the  Crofs  difplayed  to  him  in  the 
clouds,  with  the  In  hocjigno  vinces  annexed 
to  it ;  and  they  boldly  affert,  by  irrefragable 

proofs, 
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proofs,  taken  from  Holy  Writ,  that  before 
the  end  of  time,  the  Portuguefe  nation  is 
to  conquer  and  fwallow  up  all  others  in 
itfelf.  This  pofitive  prophecy  may  ferve 
as  a  comfortable  refle&ion  to  thofe  who  do 
jiot  wilh  for  a  fpeedy  diffolution  of  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  things ;  for  according  to 
every  human  appearance  at  prefent,  no 
nation  in  Europe  is  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
from  being  in  a  fituation  to  fulfil  fuch  a 
prediction  ;  and  this  very  circumftance,  as 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  is  exaftly  what  makes 
the  people  more  ftrenuous  in  believing  it. 
However  that  may  be,  it  is  unqueftionable 
that  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  which  then  pof- 
fefled  them,  and  afterwards  their  exploits 
in  the  Eaft,  evinced  to  the  world  that,  as 
the  times  then  went,  they  thought  like 
men,  and  certainly  fought  like  foldiers ; 
and  it  is  alfo  certain,  that  their  extenfive 
conquefts  in  Afia,  together  with  the  unfa- 
vourable circumftance  of  falling  themfelves 
under  the  Spanifh  yoke  in  Europe,  was 
what  chiefly  paved  the  way  for  the  rich 

poffeffions 
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pofieffions  the  other  European  nations  now 
hold  in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  mer- 
cilefs  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  joined  to  the  dark  and  fullen  dif- 
pofition  of  Philip  the  Second,  the  Demon 
[  of  the  South,  and  fome  of  his  fucceffors, 
loft  a  number  of  fine  provinces  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain  ;  and  the  jealoufy  excited 
in    the    other   powers    of  Europe,  by  the 

all-grafping  fpirit  of  conqueft  that  Crown 
then  exhibited,  made  them  look  on  with 
indifference,  or  even  countenance  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  when  they  afterwards  fhook  off 
the  Spanifh  Government,  owing  to  the 
mifmanagement  of  the  Conde  Duque  de 
Olivares,  and  to  the  forces  of  Spain  being 
employed  in  other  quarters ;  and  the  ex- 
travagant profits  in  trade  which  the  Portu- 
guefe  immediately  after  held  out  to  the 
Englifh,  French  and  Dutch,  engaged  thofe 
nations,  on  different  occafions,  to  fupport 
them  in  their  fuccefsful  revolt ;  and  it  is 
nothing  but  the  political  jealoufy  of  the 
other  nations,  which  ftill  continues  to  pre- 

ferve 
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ferve  that  of  Portugal  now  as  an  independ- 
ent kingdom. 

But  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  as  men,  and 
their  courage  as  foldiers,  are  in  the  courfe 
of  thefe  laft  hundred  years  entirely  evapo- 
rated, and  the  accefhon  of  the  bigoted  fa- 
mily of  Braganfa  has  only  ferved  to  de- 
prefs  their  fpirits,  and  add  to  their  load 
of  mifery.  Arts  and  induflxy,  and  every 
fort  of  modern  improvement  are  flill  un- 
known among  them  as  a  nation,  and  are 
only  praftifed  by  a  few  foreign  adventurers, 
who  avail  themfelves  of  the  national  indo- 
lence and  ignorance ;  and  their  gold  from 
South  America  only  pafles  through  their 
hands  into  thofe  of  more  induftrious  coun- 
tries, in  return  for  the  indifpenfable  articles 
of  food  and  raiment*1.  Whenever  they  have 
been  pufhed  by  their  neighbours  the  Cafti- 
lians,  Foreign  Officers  and  troops  have  been 
called  in  to  fight  their  battles,  and  after 
doing  fo„  have  been  as  often  rewarded  with 
ingratitude,  infult  and  negleft.  An  illibe- 
ral religion,  confifting  entirely  in  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  exterior  ufages  and  forms,  in  pa- 
geantry, idol  worfhip,  and  a  deteflation  of 
heretics,  joined  to  the  tremendous  ideas 
their  Priefts  convey  to  them,  of  a  God  arm- 
ed with  anger  and  vengeance  againft  thofe 
delinquencies  they  themfel ves  are  pleafed  to 
conftrue  into  crimes,  and  the  terrors  of  Pur- 
gatorial torments  with  which  they  furround 
the  death-beds  of  their  poor  expiring  peni- 
tents,  has  driven  them  to  have  recourfe  by 
prayers,  alms,  gifts  and  charities  mifplaced, 
to  that  endlefs  number  of  fuppofed  intercef* 
fors,  with  which  their  calendar  is  filled, 
and  has  transformed  them  into  a  vain,  ce- 
remonious, dilingenuous,  peevifh,  daftard- 
ly  race ;  it  has  banifhed  or  fuppreffed  every 
generous  fentiment  inconhftent  with  its  very 
nature,  and  has  left  fo  much  the  more  room 
for  the  exercife  and  exertions  of  the  bafer 
paffions  of  jealoufy,  envy,  back-biting, 
hatred  and  revenge,  which  are  continually 
rankling  in  their  breafts,  and  which  are  the 
caufe  of  all  thofe  private  murders  and  end- 
lefs little  dark  cabals  and  intrigues,  to  be 

found 
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found  in  every  fort  of  fociety  in  this  coun- 
try, and  fo  little  known  almoft  any  where 
elfe. 

The  eafe  with  which  Philip  the  Second  of 
Spain  took  poffeffion  of  this  country,  on  the 
death  of  their  Cardinal  King  Henry,  does 
not  appear  to  me  half  fo  furprifing,  as  the 
difficulties  the  Spaniards  have  experienced, 
in  their  attempts  to  do  the  fame  thing  fre- 
quently fince ;  and  it  mud  be  acknowledged 
that,  among  other  caufes,  the  independence 
of  Portugal  as  a  flate,  has  been  much  owing 
to  want  of  fkill  in  their  neighbours,  and 
their  being  almoft  as  indifferent  foldiers  as 
themfelves;  and  yet,  after  comparing  every 
thing,  after  vifiting  the  frontiers  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  (as  I  have  endeavoured  to  do 
with  fomething  of  a  critical  eye)  to  me  it 
appears  that  a  fuccefsful  invafion  of  Por- 
tugal from  Spain,  at  leaft  as  circumftances 
at  prefent  ftand,  would  be  fo  exceedingly 
probable,  or  rather  certain,  that  I  find  it 
very  difficult  to  account  for  the  mifcarriage 
of  their  laft  attempt  upon  it  in  1762,     To 

fay 
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fay  the  Court  of  Spain  had,  at  that  time^ 
no  real  intention  of  invading  Portugal—* 
that  they  mould  fend  an  Army  confiding 
of  at  leaft  thirty  thoufand  men,  with  ten  or 
twelve  thoufand  French  auxiliaries,  and  a 
large  Park  of  Artillery  drawn  by  mules,  col- 
lected at  a  great  expence  from  Catalonia  and 
the  fartheft  parts  of  the  kingdom — that  they 
fhould  be  at  the  expence  of  eftabf  ifhing  large 
magazines  in  differents  parts  of  thefrontiers, 
and  of  affembling  a  numerous  Army  there 
from  fo  many  different  quarters,  and  all  this5 
only  to  make  an  idle  parade  for  three  or 
four  months  among  rocks,  goats  and  deferts, 
would  be,  I  think,  arraigning  their  prudence 
and  judgment  ftill  more  than  by  any  other 
fuppofition — and  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  aftonifhing  that  with  fuch  a  fhadow  of  an 
Army  to  oppofe  them,  they  did  not  make 
fome  more  effeftual  attempts  to  penetrate 
farther. 

Butletthe  Portuguefebe  warned  to  guard 
againfl  that  event  taking  place  effeftually ; 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  the  Prince  of  the 

Afturias, 
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Afturias,  the  prefent  Heir  of  the  Spanifh 
monarchy  has  faid,  oftener  than  once,  that 
he  confiders  Portugal  as  a  province  wrefted 
from  him,  which  he  will  make  it  his  bufi- 
nefs  to  re-unite  to  his  other  pofleffions. 
Without  the  fmalleft  rifle  of  compromifing 
his  charafter,  I  am  of  opinion,  no  military 
man,  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumftances  on  both  fides,  will  hefitate  a 
moment  in  pronouncing  as  to  the  aftonifli- 
ing  facility  of  fuch  an  important  conqueft  : 
With  a  covering  fleet  from  Cadiz,  off  the 
Bar  of  Lifbon,  the  manoeuvre  of  Philip  the 
Second  might  be  repeated  with  (till  greater 
eafe,  and  ten  thoufand  well  difciplinecl 
troops,  (more  than  necefiary  for  the  enter- 
prife)  could  be  brought  with  lefs  trouble 
and  expence  from  Cadiz  in  tranfports,  than 
they  could  affemble  on  the  land  frontier, 
and  enter  by  the  province  of  Alentejo.  A 
landing  made  good  between  Cafcaes  and 
St.  Julian's,  or  between  this  laft  place  and 
Lifbon,  would  meet  with  a  very  feeble  re- 
fiftance  from  four  or  five,  or  were  they 
Vol.  II,  E  e  even 
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even  twenty  bad  Regiments,  abfolutely 
without  Officers,  and  would  only  encreafe 
the  confufion,  and  put  the  invaders  in 
pofTeffion  of  a  large  ftraggling  city,  now 
entirely  open  on  all  quarters.  The  city  of 
Porto  would  be  carried  with  eafe  in  the 
fame  manner ;  and  whoever  is  mafter  of 
thefe  two  emporiums.,  is  abfolutely  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  kingdom,  which,  without 
them,  is  not  an  oDJe£i  of  any  attention, 
and  would  foon  after,  with  the  enemy  or* 
both  fides,  fall  of  itfelf ;  and  with  a  little 
military  addrefs,  all  this  might  be  effefted 
before  the  news  of  fuch  an  attempt  could 
have  almoft  time  to  reach  any  other  coun- 
try. 

The  prefent  enlightened  ftate  of  the  un  - 
derftandings  of  a  number  of  individuals, 
efpecially  among  the  younger  part  of  the 
Spanifli  Nobility,  and  the  late  attempts, 
though  unfuccefsful,  of  the  Court  to  fhake 
off  the  yoke  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  deteila- 
ble  Inquifition,  are  however  certain  pre- 
fages  of  victory  on  fome  future  occafion, 

perhaps  not  very  diftant ;  in   which  cafe, 

the 
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the  mod  aufpicious  event  for  the   king- 
dom of  Portugal,    (all    but  the   Nobility 
and  Clergy  of  it)  would  be  to  return  under 
the  dominion  of  Spain,  when  they  would 
meet  with  a  treatment  from  Spanifh  Go- 
vernors and  Superiors  very  different  from 
what  they  formerly  experienced.    It  would 
be  the  evident  intereft  of  a  humane  and 
fenfible  Miniftry,  to  make  this  nation  im- 
mediately   perceive    the    effefts   of  their 
change  of  matters,  by  alleviating  the  many 
opprettions  they  now  labour  under,  by  to- 
tally fupprefling  the  power  of  infamous 
Churchmen,  by  making  their  overgrown 
eftates  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  relief 
of  the  more  diftreffed  and  ufeful  members 
of  the  ft  ate,  and  by  treating  them  all  with 
that  candour  and  liberality,  fo  natural  to 
Spaniards,  which  ought  to  be  almoft  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  honeft  men  of  knaves,  and 
converts  of  reprobates. 

A  Spanifh  Gentleman  is  naturally  of  a 

generous  and   noble  difpofition,    full    of 

honor,  integrity  and  good  faith,  and  this 

E  e  2  even 
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even  in  fpite  of  all  the  cruelty  and  info- 
lence  they  have  fuffered  from  their  infa- 
mous  tafkmafters    of  the  Church :    con- 
founded and  ftupified  as  they  have  been, 
their  fenfes  hood-winked  and  bewildered, 
from  the  moment  they  open  their  eyes,  by 
the  ridiculous  dogmas  of  an  abfurd  reli- 
gion, and  by  the  charms  of  fuch  an  en- 
chantment  continued    unbroken  through 
life,  all  the  unjuftifiable  and  unmanly  ef- 
forts of  Frieftcraft  have  not  been  fufficient 
entirely  to  extinguish  in  them  the  fenfe  of 
what  they  owe  to  themfelves  as  men,  and 
to  the  reft  of  mankind  as  brethren.    What 
then  have  we  not  reafon  to  expeft;   from 
fuch  men,   when  once  freed  from  thofe 
trammels    in  which  their  underftandings 
have  hitherto  been  fo  cruelly  cramped  and 
confined — when  we  (hall  fee  them  fpurning 
thofe  hoary  impoftors  with  all  that  fire  of 
indignation  a  generous  mind  naturally  feels 
at  having  been  fo  long  and  fo  grofsly  im- 
pofed  on  ? 

The 
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The  effe&s  of  ecclefiaftical   defpotirm 
have  been  much  more  fatal  to  this  un- 
happy country,  where  the  fpirits  of  men 
are  entirely  fubje&ed  and  reduced  by  it ; 
and  like  the  air  we  breathe,  which,  when 
it  has  loft  its  elaftic  force,  becomes  imme- 
diately putrid  and  corrupted,  fo  the  ge- 
neral   manners   here   are    nothing   but  a 
congregate  of  mean,  low  and  fordid  vices, 
nearly  unknown  among  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion  in  Spain ;  and  fo  fixed  are  the  Clergy 
in  their  defpotic   rule  over   the    people, 
whom  they  cruih  and  trample  on,  that  this 
very  people  would  be  the  firft  to  revenge 
their  caufe  on  whoever  mould  attempt  to 
injure  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  evident, 
that  abftrafting  from  the  little  partial  con- 
fined views  and  ideas  of  interefted  poli 
ticians,  every  friend  to  humanity  is  deeply 
concerned  in  wifhing  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal may  be  rendered  happy  by  a  new 
and  generous  Code  of  Laws,  or  again 
take  its  place  as  the  richeft  and  beft  of 
the  Spanvfh  provinces ;  and,  as  it  is  much 

more 
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more  than  probable  there  will  be  ari 
end  of  the  power  of  the  Church  iri 
Spain  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  century,  fo 
the  reafonable  and  well-grounded  hopes 
fuch  a  profpefl  affords  of  a  viftory  and 
conqueft  over  the  infolence  and  tyranny  of 
bigotry  and  fuperftition,  in  favour  of  the 
juft  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind,  muff 
raife  and  dilate  every  feeling  heart  with 
the  pureft  fort  of  joy  and  difmterefted 
exultation,  on  feeing  the  times  approach, 
when  by  far  the  largeft  and  finefl  peninfula 
in  Europe,  after  groaning  and  fuffering  for 
fo  many  ages  under  every  fpecies  of  cruelty 
and  infult,  the  mercilefs  and  unrelenting 
hand  of  religious  error  and  phrenzy  could 
excogitate  and  inflift,  is  now,  at  laft,  about 
to  become  the  happieft  and  moft  for- 
tunate. 

I  muft  here  clofe  my  correfpondence 
with  you  from  this  country — the  new  mar- 
ried couples  are  returned  from  Cintra,  and 
having  already  repaid  the  numerous  vifits  of 
congratulation  they  received  from  almofl 
every  perfon  of  confequence  here,  natives 

as 
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as  well  as  foreigners,  we  are  all  anxious  to 
embark,  as  we  (hall  do  this  very  night  on 
board  the  fame  packet  which  conveys  this 
letter,  which  however  will  come  to  your 
hand  long  before  wTe  reach  the  Capital  of 
England,  as  I  hinted  to  you  in  a  former 
epiflle.  The  young  Portuguefe  ftudent  John 
Carlos,  is  ready  to  break  his  heart  on  the 
occafion  of  our  departure,  and  is  about  to 
return  to  profecute  his  fludies  at  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Coimbra.  Lord  Freeman  dreaded 
that  we  mould  have  been  detained  by  Colo- 
nel Priolet,  who  had  neglected  to  apply  for 
his  difmiffion  from  this  fervice  till  he  re- 
turned from  Cintra ;  but,  ftrange  to  tell, 
and  contrary  to  all  precedent  and  their 
common  dilatory  method  of  doing  all  fort 
of  bufmefs,  the  moment  he  applied  for  it, 
he  got  it,  as  it  feems  they  had  it  ready  for 
him,  and  it  is  even  drawn  up  in  terms  and 
expreffions  highly  creditable  for  Mr.  Prio- 
let, fo  defirous  are  the  Priefls  to  get  rid  of 
him,  nor  is  he  lefs  delighted  to  embrace  fo 

favorable 
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favorable  an  opportunity  of  abandoning 
fuch  a  fervice,  where  his  fmcere  and  only 
regret  is  that  of  leaving  behind  him  fome 
worthy  Officers  of  his  own  country,  whofe 
circumftances  do  not  permit  them  to  fol- 
low his  example. 

Farewell. 
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